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Georgetown{ Acton, Wednesday, Nov. 10, 19&2 RES

Only a tmy remnant know what war’s all about

1 feel quite hurt this year. Nobody has
asked me (o speak at their Remem-
brance Day dinper. 1 would have turned
it down. of course, because | think you
can flog the old poppy and talk about
throwing the Lorch from our failing hands
unly 80 long. before il becomes irrele-
“yant.

However, I've not been ignored en-

tirely. A tencher ashed me to send a copy

of a Rerpembrance Day column | wrote
either last year, or the year before, to be
read by a Grade B student, {o the whole

school, 1 presume.

Some order. If 1 kept 2 decent file of
columns, I could put my finger on it, run
ofl a copy and shoot it to him. But my
files are something ke my mind:
scattered all over the place, confused,
mixed up.

My wife, in a fit of pique over some
little thing, once stuffed about 200 of my
columns into & large plastic bag. it's a
litlle difficult to reach inte that bag (it's
really a garbage bag, as she implied
when she did i) and pull out the right
column. :

And of course, | haven't been [orgolten
by the good old adminlstration of our
schoal, which has requested that 1 wrile a
lwo-minute Lhing about Hememhranﬂe
Day. :

My. how that day has shrunk. When I
was & kid, the whele school marched to
the arena, bedecked with flags, heard
speeches about our “fallen’ and “‘our
glorious dead.” | think we gol the after-
noon off, {0 enjoy immediate pieasures.
But before we were dismissed, we heard

some haunting hymns, such as “Abide
wilth me,”” and Loed help us, “Onward
Christian Soldiers,”’ and saw some rea!

tears fall from the oyes of peopie who had -

lost a hugsband or father.

Alter World War I1, but not {or several
years, | jointed the Canadian Legion. Nol
because | wanted to, particularly, but be-
cause [ was a weekly editor, and you had
o join everything to get the news,

Each year we swaggered, with a cer-
tain amount of the old flair, down the
main street to the cenotaph, followed by
a raglag of Scouts and Guides and
Brownies, to make up a parade, and led
by the town band. The names of the {ocal
boys were read, a prayers, a hymn, the
Last Post, some znllfles in the meagre
audience, and some wet eyes and lumps
in throats among the Legionnaires who
really did remember

Then back to the Legiun Hall for beer
and b.s. There was a good feeling bet-
ween the old-timers of W1, and us young
veterans who had never gone over the
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lop. delnused ourselves, t:uper,! witha gas
attack, or been under heavy bommbard-
ment of artillery as the old vets fre
quently reminded us.

The native Indian veterans turned oul
in force. This was before they were
allowed to buy any kind of spirits. and
they made a day of il

Now, the tiny remnant of old vets still
remember, but they are very old men.
And the young vels of that lme are
rapidly becoming old men.

Then 1 started teaching school.
Remembrance Day was still cbserved,
with the whole school being called for a

special assembly, and the old plntlludu

recalled and regurgitated.

1 was ashed to speal{ at one of them.
The head of the students’ council pre-
ceded me, and pulled out afl the cliches
and hackneyed references. "Sacrifice,”
“ihe fallen,” and cartying “‘the toreh”
were among them.

1 didn't mean to, but pulled the rug
right ot from under him, 1 pointed out
that the dead didn’t fall; they were
killed; that the sacriflce—~made by
millions of young men, from many na-
tions, all of them /[lighting for "the
right''—achleved absolutely nothing;
that if someone threw them a torch to
carry.- they should throw it right back,
and so on. The kids loved it, but the ad-
ministration though It was iconoclastic,

These assemblies went on for a few
more years, steadily disintegrating as
the remembrance ceremony was turned

. over more and more to students, to wl_mm

balh wars were ancient hislory.

They degenerated into folk songs Jike
“Where Have Adl the Flowerz Gone,”
juvenile diatribes against war, ami
maudlin senliments. about peace, (ar
worse than 1he Legion, which always had
a certhin dignity, could perpelrate.

Eventually. the assemblies were cut
entirely, and yours triuly became the
goat. Hiz task: fo write a two-minute
commercial reminding the students that
Remembrance Day is not just a school
holiday. Try doing that in 200 words that
will stir the stidlenis’ emotions, uplift
their souls, amd make them want to rush
out and defend their country against
something or other.

The warte mean almost nothing to
them, and the only things they'd light to
the death for are their Ulransistors,
motorcycles. hi-fi's., and high allow-
ances. Most of them have only the
voguest idea of the lensions in the world,
and small reason. They're sick to death
of politicians and are inured {o voilence
by seeing it datly on TV. They don't
really care much about abstracls like
patriotism, loyally, sacrifice.

But [ get my guiet revenge. There's no
teaching, in the usual sense, in my.
classes on the day before the “‘holiday.”

I shaw them souvenlrs, pictures of
“your hero" slanding beside his
Typhoon, and tell them Ffunny stories
about stupid senlor officers, and make
lhem realize that if it was 40 years ago,
most of them would be in the process of
being shot at, or losing a sweetheart. It

waorks.

¥ LISTING #78,900
BACKING ONTO CONSEARVATION
AREA
4 latge bodrooms, 2 bathruum: fulty
finahed lower level with  Franklin
stove, bhigadloom throughout.
Bamian Nikic.,

NEW LISTING #38,900
BACKING ONTO GOLF COURSE
Large lamiy home Taaturing: 4 bed-
rooms, main floor famdy room with
fireploce and wakout, tergn kilchen
with fantastic view, extra larga double
garage fully mulated plus much

more. Call Damaan Nikic.

JUST REDUCED TO s 74,900
Daawable Bovzs aeed. Large moitgage
finmhad lownr vel, wath fireplace.
MNepr schools and all smenities, Cadl
Damian Nikic,

HOUSE FOR RENT
Fully detached, mmmadiale posession.
Call Dprapn,

Ronal Trust
THE SHGM
THAT SELLS

NEW LISTING
LARGE HOME AT AFFORDABLE
PRICE
Featuring: 4 bedroormns, 2 car garage,
wo wakouts, deck off kitchan, rec
room with tireplace. Call Damian Nikic
for more detads, -

bE.

'NEW LISTiHE
IMMACULATE TOWN HOUSE
With fully finished basaomeny, walkoul
from living room, buge master bed-
room, plus large 131 mortgage al 12-

7/8% until July 85. Calf Damian Nikic.

DIAE r 1847 WILUhME
rvmaculate home on suparbly land-
scaped 100 » 150 f1. Jor. New modern
kitchan, with built-in appliances, Tire-
place plus many ather fing Teatures,
Call Damuan Nikic, %

IDEAL STARTER HOME
Micely de i g bOT in poma

residentyl W Finnhed iower lovel.
Call Damian Niic,

Your Royal Trust Representatives for

Georgetown, Acton, Erin and surrounding area

T
WHY RENT?
When you can own this large homet 3
bedeooms, new kitchen, larpe living
dining ared, lecated neoar laka and all
amenitwes. Onty 955,900, Call Damian

. '

TlIiH :

BE ONE OF FEW LUCH?
who can own this mansion ke home
on 23 acros. Best of material design
and workmanship. Call Damsan Nk,

36,000
Georgatown country backing onto
Golf course. & badroom 2 walkouts,
separate den Broa, rec room with wet
bar. :

EXECUTIVE RETREAT
Approximately 6200 sq. 1. home on
close 1o 4 acres. 15 rooms, Indoor
poot, Petar Thornton,

Damian Nikic 853-0136 Traen
Peter Thornton 519-833-9485
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GINGERBREAD LIKE HOME .
72000
3 badroom. quaint setting. Cascading
rivar naarby, Grnun:.hﬁi:‘.l'lﬂ Petar
Thornton,

SPARKLING CLEANI
$685.000
Treed acre Kot with back view ol hils
and sunsetl. 10 room odder home. Spa-
cious & gracwous. For duml: plaase
phona Fnlm Thumlnn

EXCELLENT CONDITION

4 badroom upstairs nding with walk.

out. Roomy older bome on 88 x 165

* i, Pater Thownton.

CEORGETOWN COMMERCIAL
Comer of Hwy 7 & major streel. Brick
detached siructure. Pater Thornion,
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SIDESPLIT ON A HILL
' 789,900
4 bedroom, 2-cor gorage. Small pool
on a paved toad, Peter Thornton.

REDUCED #53 300
3 bedroom lormal dining room. 56 x
166 maturely treed ol. Shows axcel.
lentty. Smalk  barn. Commercial
zonng. Pater Thoeniton.

AWAY FROM HUSTLE &
BUSTLE-— 3909
10 acres of privacy. Trees, pond site
the works. J bedroom quslity homae,
Small bam, Pater Thomion.

FOR SALE OR RENT

| Store B thres 2-bedroom apartmants,

Mzin Straat location, Peter Thoenlon.

Together we can
help you battar.
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