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Services centre deserves
additional region funds

it is indeed heartening to

hear 1on staff has come up
with a financial rescue plan to
keep the Acton Social Services
and Information Centre open.

This agency, the only one of
its kind in Halton, provides
invaluable services to many

“Acton and area residents, and

in these tough economic times
‘the number of people needing to
use the centreis growing. .

. Welfare, health services,
‘Block Parents, Meals on
- Wheels, to name a few, are ser-
. vices provided through the cen-
. tre by the region staff and com-
munity volunteers.

. We might not normally sup-
‘port the spending of more
. social serviceiﬁ lijﬂ ars by the
‘region, especially considering
‘the need to cut costs to keep

i taxes down for the many fam-

tilies struggling with high int-
. erest rates and unemployment.
l However, there 1s no question
the Acton Social Services and
[ Information Centre is a cost ef-
}Iicient operation, despite the
fact it now faces a $5,000 deficit

and temporary closure if the
new reFlunal council, which
takes office next month, isn't as
symli'»a_theﬂc to the agency’s
probiems as the present council
seems to be. The centre has a

good track record of coming u{) '

with a budget and keeping to i
However, increased operating
costs and renovations for its

move to a8 more visible new.

location threw a monkey
wrench in its budget for 1982,

If the region opts for the staff
plan of continuing vyearly
Frants as well as now paying a
ee for use of the offices in the
centre by welfare, health and
Children’s Aid staff, it will cost
the region more than in the
past, but it will still be less than
if the region tried to provide its
social services in Acton by staf-
fing its own office.

With unemployment insur-
ance benefits running out for
many people in the winter
ahead, the number of people

needing to deal with welfare of-

ficials will climb and an in-
creased investment in the cen-
tre will prove very wise, —G. M.

| Dogged endurance

All these hopefuls who are
now knocking on doors as they
to capture a seat on Halton
Hills council, may not realize
just what they're getting into.

Thereare hours and hours of
tedious boring meetings ahead,

lots of hard work. .
we L6 Bard work comes; not s0
much in trying to answer rate-
Pﬂyers' complaints, but in try-
n% to understand reporis on
subjects they may never have
encountered previously.

Just such a subject is plan-
ning, a complicated one, which
no newcomer should be expec-
ted toknow,

'
.

until 1-atnight: - ¥

The present council deserves
words of praise for its many
hundreds of hours spent on
bringing the Official Plan to
completion at this level.

Meeting after meeting was
held, with one starting at one in

.the afternoon . and...conﬁuu_i_ng,

Clause by clause of prefty dry
stuff was analysed while coun-
cillors had to keep alert. It is

important since the Official
Plan is really the of their deci-

: sion on the future of the Town.

For dogged endurance in
finishing a dreary job council
deserves appreciation. h

by W, Roger Worth

Can. Fed. Independeni Business

Whether bailout or a sound invest-
ment, Ottawn has plunked down o
cool $500-million to prop up near-
bankrupt oil and natural gas produ-
cer Dome Petroleum, at the same
lime letting four of the nalion's
ma jor banks off Lthe hook for the poor
decisions they made in lending
Dume. billions of dollars.

While the Dome package s jar
from seitled, the support follows
federal governmen! decisions to
give hundreds of millions of lax-
payer duollars (o a trucklng com-
pany. a farm equipment manufact.

Bail-outs are wrong

. business to fail, as well as succeed,”

It's not a pretly picture. Here we
have the elite of Canadian business,
men ( there are [ew women) who are
supposedly steeped in the free-
enterprise  tradition,  virtually
begging for cash to the bank interest
on thelr company's slzeable loans.

The bankers, who will in many
cases receive the money, have
developed annesia, completely
{orgetting those stirring speeches
they used to give on the *“'right of a

and the dire threat created by more
government intervention in the
private sector.

For these people, principlea have
become decidely funzy.

urer and an auto producer.

Coles’
- slaw

Sometimes readers have asked me
what motivation propelled me into the
newspaper garmne, either out of awe that
anyone with so few qualifications
should attempt it or from an eamest
desire lo know. In any event I have
always replied it was due to my lwo
grandfalhers. They both had a literary
berit. Despite what anyone might tell
yout | gtill believe any talents we might
have are parily inheriled. The rest
comes from hard work.

This comes to mind this week
because | just received a copy of my
grandiather con my mother's side) Log
Book, written from memery in his [ater
years. He lived his last years with his
daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs.
Colin MacColl,

He wrote the log in the 19608 and
although there was aiways talk of it
being published it took a cousin in
Samnia to finally arrange for the publl-
cation and distribute it to all the
relalives

You may remember James Gibbops,
or Jimmy as he was called He and his
wife lived on Cameron St in Acton
when i was the boundary of the Lown in
a coltage built after the first Great War
for employees of Berardmore and Co.
and later bought and renovated by the
vocupants. The one my grandiather
tived in was bought by Harold and Doris
Towraiey and they have turned it inton
vety comfartable. spacious modem
hore. N

Jimmy Gi¥bons was an old sallor and
L1 was evident when one visited his

home his heart was slill on the sea. In
his later years he took up oil painting as
a hobby and turned out a prodiguous
amount of canvases, most of them
reminiscences of voyages he made to
exotic places such as New Zealand or
the Falkland Islands. Most of the
paintings were of salling shipa because
he spent yecars before the mast and
went to school on one of them, -
Borrowing a few excerpts from his

log he noted he was born in the year

1875 in London, England “I came from
seafaring stock. My father, also his
father, earned Lheir living atl sea, 8o
naturally 1 was born with that kind of
bug.'" he relates.

Al age 14 he joined a naval training
ship named the Arethusa, one of the old-
time three deckers, which in her time
was part of Lord Nelson's flce! at the
battle of Trafalgar. The ship was used
to train boys for ithe Royal Navy or the
Merchant service and Jim Glbbons
noted tf you came up lo the siandard
heigitt of (ive feet one inch “into the
navy you went,'” Al the end of his two
year training period he was only four
foet, 111y inches, “'so it was the Mer-
chant marine for me.”

He teils of the homesickness felt when
he boarded that vessel along with eight
other boys, and life aboard it. Leave
depended on your conduct during & four
month period. If you had bed marks
agsinst you theere was no Jeave. There
was alzo soene severe corporal punish-
ment. t

*On the balf deck,” he relates in
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REST IN PEACE ?

From the editor's des |
-~ This election is a cliff hanger

by Gord Murray
Free Press editor

This is the fourth election in Halton
Hills I've covered, having missed only
the first vote held late in 1973 when the
Town and region were born. | covered
that election too, though from Oakville
where 1 was going lo college,

Anyway, 1 think if there's ever been a
cliff hanger in Halton Hills politics this
is going to be it,

In the past at the close of nominations
I've been able {o cgll the winner in
every race with confldence, and only
one has been wrong. I just never saw
Betty Fisher (rom Georgetown

~ the Acton-Esquesing school board seat

in 1978.
Everyone is lieportern to .be

loca

Talking politics is a great pastime, and
election time is the best time. It's sort
of the world series of the whole game,
the last two years of meetings and
issues was the regular season. And pol-

- {tics can be all the more fun and

fascinating to watch when you think of
the whole thing as a game, though |t is
serious buainess.

Most of the time reporters talk about
politles with politicians, you really only
get to feel the pulse of the community
by talking about specific issues with
taxpayers. But now’s the time when im-
pressions or perceptions of candidates
are crystalizing, now's the time to talk
lo Actonians, to talk politics and find
out not who they're voting for, but who
they think is going to win, vy

Reporters don't often have to mnitia
these conversations, In just about any
conversational situation the election
races come ur, people want to know
how we think {t's going to go, when in
fact the only way we're going to get a
handle on the races is by listening to
what voters are saying.

Of course 1 have my personal.
preferences, candidates [ Intend to vote

" for, and while In a casual conversation
indicate my pref- -

with someone 1 will
erences, there's no way I'll reveal them
in print,

We won't be endorsing candidates
and in the news columns we’re trying to
be so fair that I'm even measuring type
and photos (rying my darndest Lo give
every condidate in a race as close to the
same emount of space as possible,

. 30 while I have my own opinions, and
will verbalize them, they aren't the pos-
itlon of the paper and shouldn't be taken
a3 such in any circumstance, They're
just the views of agmeone who is a little
closer to what)s happening in this
election than the average citizen.

Getting back to the way the races are
shaping up, I'm not golng to get into
naming names or picking winners, I
couldn't anyway, my reading is that it's
going to be that close in Aclon for sev-

: s ¥ . eral races,
is . gounds like there's & bit more interest
* than usual in 8 municlpal election so I

There.is;atil] a lot &f ipathy, but, it

think the voter turncut will be above 40
per cent,

And the vote Is pretty soft, In other
words, people’s preferences changed
continually throughout the weeks lead-

ing up to nominations as more cand- -

idates entered the fleld. And as the
:nmpalesn has gone along volers have
t:I:lr_ig their preferences as they've
h the candidales and read the [lood
of literature, ; :

The campaign has probably been
.more Important in this election than in
other campaigns. People are listening
and reading because they fust aren't
firmiy behind any candidates.

As for the issues, there don't seem {o
be any big, controversial issues in thia
election, but there are lots of subjects
belng ralsed, many of which the cand-

idates can't really do much about any-.
~way even if they're clected.

Things llke the police, recreation,
taxes, commun/cations, gravel pits and
quarries are being discussed by cand-
Idates and volers. But the biggest insue
I think in the minds of cltizens ‘i3 the
need for more biminesses in Acton and
the need for jobs, And this Is the {zssue
candidates are a the least,
because it's the one they can have the
least impact on if they are elected, due
to ctirent economic conditions.

gravel for ballast, levelled out, and the

Thete may be a few things which can
be done say o encourage businesas, or
keep the tax increase down, but not a
whole lot and fortunately the cand-
Idates generally realize this and aren't
making a whole lot of promises they
won't be able to keep.

I'm always somewhat sympathetic to
elected, and unelected, councillors and
school board trustees, because I can see
from covering their jobs week in and
week oul over the years that they have
very little manoevvering room what

. with provinclal edicts for services and

required cosls which keep going up.
Being a local politican really is a thank-
less tagk, and it's pretty for an
individual, or Fmp of politicians say
from Acton or from Hallon at the

_region or board, to make that miuch of &

change. They can get some things done,
to be sure, which are beneficial to us
all, but the really blg like creat-
ing new fobs or bringlng a lot of new
businesses to Acton can't be done over-
night or very easily.

And they are so dependent on the
stafl for guidance on decisions. The
stafl are the experis, that's why they
are hired. know the province's
reams of rules and cns, they
know the mechanics and technology of
their flelds. This is a situstion we will
likely contimze to live with too, the staff
appearing Lo run the council or board,

because we don't very often elect dir~

ectors of education, or school program
speclalists, or engineers, or municipal
finance experts, ete. .

This is the last column I'll be writing
before the election, though we do have
an election s
Friday, so I'd just like to encoursge
everyone to vote, but not just for
usual reasons. I can't tell you how
many times I've heard voters say they
were sure someone was going (0 win a
race because they were going to vole
for the person and all their friends were
too. Thelr candidate lost because you
and your friends were so sure they were
sure winners you ski voling. Don't,
because your vole really does count, it's
your ticket into the game.

My grandfather’s log a tra'velog ue of the world

log.” there were eight old muzzle load-

pecial being published.

ing guns, used when the ship was sea-
going, and they used one of them for
punishment.”

i a boy was brought up before the
commander for some misdemeanor
and he thought it deserved a caning, the
Master of Arms would lower the breech
of the gun and lagh the boy over the
breech by tieing his wrists and ankles—
and lay the cane across his rearend. “It
might be a doten or two dozen and
being a hefly man he sure nut his
weight into it.” ;

The ahip also had some cells, relics of
Nelson's day. They were bare, 4 by 6
feet, and had & heavy oaken door with
small put into a cell during the day,
When Lhe rest of the 200 boys on board
were in their hammocks,
tunale feliow was ;

ties were loaded on this, filling the
holds; and they also put some on deck .
There were 14 sailors and the two boys,

who each had to take thelr time oa -

Watch,

The log notes the ship washauled out
of the dock on a dull, rainy January
day. The day it left the caplain brought
his wife aboard, hom the log notes later
generously {ed them. The log notes that
“Nova Scotia ships fed beiter than the

British ships, but they wanted more

work oul of their men.”

“We were gelting used to the ship
now,” the log reiates, but if the boys
didn't move [ast enough for the second
male they were tendered a boot in Lhe

-rear. They sighted the Cape Verde

- 1slands and got into the Northeast trade

winds but after that came the dold-
rums, Sometimes 1t was dead calm,
with ra rzin squalls. The crew had to
trim the yards to catch all the light
breeze going. They saw no more land
until they raised the Argentine coast.
They salled into the River Plata dropp-
ing anchor about a mile frm Monte-
video, 78 days after they left London,

it was the start of & long career in the
Merchant Ma and there were
voyages Lo many parts of the world, al!
recountied in the log. But afler voyages

“around Georgis

_tired of the llfe aboard ship and knew

people who had gone to Canada and
liked {i. "My wife was willlng to give it
& try so in June, 1807, we left Liverpool
with five chlldren (including my
molhet}.; They landed at Quebec and

- went to Toronto arriving the day before

Dominion Day.

He.found a job at Fesserton, *'up
n Bay," working al a
sawmill but later found a betterone at a
Bracebridge tannery. Wages at Feaser-
ton were $1 a day and working in the
bush during the winter petled §18 2
month, “not much to keep a family on.™

At Bricebridge he worked in the
tannery for 17 cents an hour and was
peld every two weeks, "My famlly at
that time, was increasing.” he writes
with undersiatements. There were 10 of
them he writes, But when war came he
enlisied in the Muskoks Bataliion and
served in France along with two of his
sons. Demnobbed in March, 1019, he
went back (o his job In Bracebridge.
When the tannery moved to Acton the

Gibbons [amlly, along with many

others (rom Bracebridge, came with
the flrm. - .

He concludes, ‘T am in my 813t year
and have nothing to regret.” He died in
July, 1968, in his 80rd year.

He and his family were typical of
many who came to Canada at the turn
of the century. They didn't have much
raterially but they lived full and some-
tirmes hard lives, taking life as it came,
There's & lesson there forall of us .

!
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# E : i 3

e .. - i ,-f"._.‘ k :'"

; I:.:- ) g ¥ l"-._ ; i )it [
A .'.- 'ﬂ"%; kst 2
10 years ago

November 1, 1972

The Tury Broom awept two Halton
seaty as Terry Q'Connor defeated itr
cumbent Rud Whiling by 2,000 votes in
Halton and in Halton-Wentwerth it was
Tory, Bill Kempling.

On Sunday, October 29, Acton t
Church celebrated iis 130th ver-
sary. The original rol! book is still in use
by the church. :

‘After 50 yvears of married life, Mr.
and Mrs. James Allred Thompson,
known a8z Alf and Georgena, were
treated to & gala night on Saturday,
October 28, by thelr sons, daughters
and grandchildren at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Bud Andersop, RR 3, Actod.

Mr. and Mrs. John Glynn attended
the convocation of their son Peter when
he recelved his PhD degue in
chemical engineering at terloo
College on October 20.

Mrs. © ?r?enlh a lli;;ll irgt
Joseph's Hoapital, in Guelph,
wishes of iriends go to her.

20 years ago
November1,1982 -

Friday's freak snow slorm [anded
over 8 foot of spow in this district.
There were several accidents on the
roads, .

A $6,000 offer to purchase by the town
of Acton for appriximately 50 acres of
land was accepled Monday by the Wool
Combing Corp. of Cansda, The
property adjoins Fairview cemetery
and fronts of Cobblehlll Road and the
extension of Mill Street, West.

Friends were very sorry to hear of
Mr. Stewart Russell's eye operation
and hope for a speedy recovery,

Acton's gilt to Seton Hall Unlversity,
South Orange, N.J., Bruce Andrews Is
one of two Canadlans greatly respon-

. Eible for the success of the schools

try‘tdem| Brit®has won all

Work on the new Ballinafad Hall
started this week after a brief layofi.

b0 years ago

October 27, 1532

The eighth anniversary of the United
Church, Acton, and the eighty-seventh
of the old church, will be observed next
Sunday, October 30.

Mr. and Mrs. Joel Leslie observed
their fifty-fifth wedding anniversary on
Monday night, October 25. About thirty
guests were present on this occasion
and 8 most enjoyable evening was
spent. ;

High School costs in Halton County:
Acton High School, 63 town pupils and
20 county puplls; county's share of cost
$1,240; per pupll $31.68.

Specials this week at Carroll's Litd.,
Mill Street are: Campbell’'s Pork and
Beans 1 Ib, lins 4 for 25¢, 3 cakes of
Calay Soapfor 18¢c, mixed nuts 17c a {b,,
Popping corn 3 lbs. for 25¢c and Jelly
Powders 5 pkgs. 25¢ and an anima)
shaped jelly mold FREE.

Little Lorraine Pallant obaerved her
first birthday on October 22, with cus-
tomary party to mark the occasion.

75 years ago
Ociober 31, 1907

Mr. John Denny has purchased the
farm of Mr. Brock k hamer, Acton, flity
ecres al lot 32, con. 4.

Mr. Albert Marchment, who moved
to Toronto Junction some time ago, haa
éu;;.t moved into his own home &t 60

mond Sireet.
At the meeting of the Rural Deanery
recently beld here, Rev. Maithew
Wilson, M.A., was appointed Secretary-
Treasurer for ithe Rural Deanery of

| Halton.

James Carnahan has sold his pro-
perty on Church Stroet to Mr, Joseph
Hall, of Chinguacousy. -

Arnold's livery has been removed
from John Street stables to the stabies

at the Station Hotel.
For Sale: 12 farms in the county of

Halton ra in price from $2,500 {o
$6,000. Apply to W.H. Denny, Actomn,
Ontario. !

100 years ago

November 8, 1582
Mr. Thomas Perryman, Sr. has dis-
posed of his y in the sixth
concession, and (aken up his residence

Suits and Overcoats at extremely low
rates and made in Lhe latest styles. Be
sure to call and see them, J. Fyle,
Acton.

Mr. James Goodalt's coal storebouse
is now cornpleled and open for business.

The new graln warehouse of Messrs.
E. Nicklin and Son bas been compieted
L e peprs

We notice pers Lhat
Mr. JW. Mann, fmr; of this
village, has gone Into the and
dry goods business in that city,

Mr. James Mclellan has
the buliding on Mill Street, {formerly
used by the G.T.R. 23 » Lank house, and
intends removing It Lo Young Street for
a stable. #

[

[n our village.




