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Increase in wife battering traced to Monday foo thall’s demise

By LISA JAKOBSEN mwmhﬁﬁ themh&mhipi. ific behavior, i including the Hﬂtnnmg:ﬂh‘:smim formen. ing mechanisms for dealing with crises. :
wha tional Feothal sirik The sell-belp group exploce certain factors My, Silvester, a life skiils empioyment Once established, nine-week program, One : wind walking
mﬂt:ﬁm”g:‘Mtﬂﬁmg o which may bring men to act oul apger and coordnator for the Burlington probation and par- which will meel once & week, will rely on a learn- ing wp;:ﬁmh& ml}".lﬂﬁ'tfﬁ:
Maore than a Monday night diverzion, the game f“;’:llﬂ: through physically ilh;ﬂ“'ﬂmie FI?! office, hql;ﬂtn formy & m:m;li,l;n; group this ;i? thmrﬁ m;h. one mvm p::'ticipnnu 0 entially vialent confrontation.
provides a leisure relief boredom e ol these psychosocial factors include: [al} Although drawing on mediating skills gained educa therapeull .
1natﬂu:[utmbnﬁviemiﬁmymmm dependency fears; rigid deflnitions of through work with probation office and a back- _ The five lo eight member groups will decide on ~ Hopefully, group members will exchange phone
Removal of such a safety valve will probably masculinity; poor impulse control; and low self  ground in psychology. Silvester will run the pilot  issves 1o be discussed, with the belp of a facilit- oumbers, providing an ongoing sell .
cause the incidence of wife battering (o escalate, esteem. program on a volunteer basis in response torefer-  ator. Participants will be inviled to discuss cues  petwork among members Mr. Silvester explains.
predicts Dan Silvester who is cygrently organizing . Although a nurnber of counselling services and  rals from the Children's Ald Society. Halton which trigger violent behsvior as well as how to  Other iong range goals include community
a counselling group for wife batterers in Halton. bostels are currently available to Halton andared  Women's Place (HWP), a ahelter for abused dealwilhithe crisis gitustionduringand alter, education. Heightened public awareness of the
Recognition of cues for potential violence Women in physically abusive situations, there IS women and the courts. _ ideally, alternatives to battering situations will  issues surrounding wife battering would be useful
provides- a point of departure for the support 00 maleoriented counseiling service avallablein  Long term goals for the project also include be established through group discwssion and a in & preventative approach to domestic viclence
group, says Mr. Sivesler, stressing Individuals Halton and only three in Onlario. establishing a domestic respomse team, composed  peer support network. The model E‘.mbnsed on a EE‘I:‘EI‘C[ID.E to Mr. Silvester,
must take the first step: assuming responsibility -~ The victim s only a symptom of the larger com-  of social worker and police officer, ideally amale similar Toronto treatment program. The communily should not mfder what goes
for their own actions munily issue, says Mr. Silvester adding the and female team, who provide home intervention, Mr. Silvester emphasizes the problem-solving on inside the home beyond the law.” be says, not-
A couple may find themselves in a battering sit-  counselling modei he proposes offers altematives  diffusing the immediate violence and providing Orientalion of the group, which will call on mem-  ing harsh punishments are not always an effective
uation {or a variety of reasons, with each partner to vickent behavior rather than directives for spec- information on counselling services avallable, bers to listen to one another as well as share cop-  deterrent tocrime, -
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