. Shortfall

'Region readies for surprise deficit

The Region’s finance department is prepariog a
plan of sction because of possibie budget problems
for 19862, amounting to & more than $1 millica
budget variance.

The problem has been caused largely by
revepue shortfalls from the Province for daycare
and the Halton Centennial Manor. The shortfalis
amount to §950,000.

The impact of the provincial budget will also
take a toll on the Hegion's finances to the tune of
960,000, through OHIP increases and sales tax an
building materials and labor for malntenance.

A {urther $30.500 shoriage is passible in Lhe
roads xystem, because of a $0,000 overex-
penditure in winter maintenance during last
winter's cevere wealher, as well as a washot on
Maple Avenue in Geargelown which will cost the
Reglion $53,500 in repairs.

Dennis Perlin, Halton's chief administrative
officer, told the administration and finance

comroitiee last week that there are cuthacks -

strategics already in place in the areas of daycare
and the home for th> aged.

He said that regional staff is working with staff
members from the ministry of communily and
social services. The Region hopes that part, il not
all, of the $350,000 shortfall will be made up by the
Province.

“The daycare can be handled, but the Manor is
extemely difficult,” said Perlin, explaining that
the Halton Centennial Mapor budget has been
cxamined by provincial staff, but they can find
nothing wrong with It.

Discussions with the Province will continwe this
week.

The $93,500 shortage inthe road aysiems is being
examined by the public works director—Bob
Moore. He is re-evaluating the road maintencance
budgel to indentily areas where adjustments

. between $149,800 and §177,800 tn 1963

might be made o oifset the overexpenditure in
winier maintenance.

He and his staff will also explore alternative
methods of funding the Maple Avenue repairs,
possibly through the use of residual funds from
completed “work-in progress”’ projects.

The commiliee alkko approved a recom-
mendation to request an increase in the 1982
transfer payments {rom the Provinee to the local
governments and school boards, to compersate
for the cost increnses caused by OHIP rates and
the removal of sales lax exemptions included in
the 1962 pravincial budget.

The net impact of the provincial budget on Lhe
Region is estimate at $60,600 {or 1962, invreasing lo

The Associalion ol Municipalilies of Omnlario
(AMO) is also objecting strongly to the 1982
provincial budget. ,

“The action of the treasurer of Onianoc with
respect to the collection of new and additiogal
provincial reveouves (rom local governmenis is
mast annoying apd [rustrating,™ states the AMO
report in Halton Region.

““The 1982 budget indicates a complete lack of
understanding or appreciation for local initiatives
towards fiscal accountability, and even more
importantly, to the ability of Ontario’s municipal
governménts Lo generate the reguired bow
revenues, particularly at this point in the
municipal fiscal year. it would that the
Government of Ontario has forgoiten that its own
legislation prohibits local governments {rom
‘delicit financing’," the reportstates,

The discussion of the finance report at the
commiltee meeling finally prompted Oakville
Councillor Peter Arch to conclude that Hallon is
“once again getting the shaft from the Province.”

newsmakers
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‘briefs
Protest increase

Halton Region Is objecting to Bell Canada’s
bid to increase lelephone service rales next
year unless Bell agrees to extend service to
remove long-distance charges within lhe
region and to Teronto. .

Halton Council’'s Administration and
Finance Commilttee approved o move to [ile
an interventlon with the Canadian Radio-
Television and Telecommunications Com-

_misslon abiecling to the rate increase. Bell's
proposal originally called for a service I
crease of 25 per cent for residential service
and 15 rcr cent for businesses. However, one
councillor notes that the federal government
has advised Bell to stick to the gix-and-five
per cent guideline established under a
voluntary restraint prograrg.

Low bid favored

One Halton regional councillor Is.
distururbed that major construction con-
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tracts are golng to companies outaside Hallon
Reglon. '

The lalest is a $308,810 road resurfacing .
contract nabbed by Graham Bros. Construc-
tion Ltd. of Brampton, the low bidder.

Second lowest bidder was an Oakville
construction firm, Genstar Stone Products.

Oakville Councillor Keith Bird noted at the
reglon's Administration and Finance Com-
mittee meeting last week that the two blds
were only $400 apart. *'1though we had
a motlon at one time to try to deal iocally
when we could,” Bird pointed out.

No Garden grant

A supplementary grant request from the
Royal Botanical Gradens has been rejected
by Halton Region.

The RBG board of directors had asked
Reglenal council lo provide an extra $5,000
above the 1982 grant of $150,000.

Grant restrictions have caused revenue
problems for the Gardens but Halton coun-
cillors rejected the request, fearing the
precedent thal might be perceived by other
groups receiving Regional granis.

Pay own way

Hallon resldents Hving on welfare will have
o continue buying their own car and life
insurance. .

Regional councillors recently approved a
health and social services commitlee
resalution rejecting the idea of the Reglon

viding (hal coverage.

Councillors had wondered if there would be
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Acion and Georgetown children and their parents

" gathered Saturday afternoon at Cedarvale Park ln
. Georgetown for the Salvation Army plenic. They

realiy enjoyed this 20 fool hanana split, ingred-
lents donated by Acton 1GA. The chlldren and ad-
ulls pictured here are: Sheily Hillier, Cory Edison,
Crystal Millier, Jannlene Vale, Btacy Hillier,
Charloite Hilller, Angela Bridge, Michsel Nose-
worthy, Debble Swindell, Debbie Patey, Darryl
Noseworthy, David Patey, Trevor Marsh, Elalne
Marsh, Meredith Pehure, Roy Stuckless, Sheldon
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Collision kills

cyclist on
Sixth Line

A 21-year-old Georgetown man isdead following
amotorcycle accident last Wednesday afternoon.

Kalvin Ferguson of 77 Ewing St. died Wed-
nesday evening at Torento General Hospital of
injuries suffered when the molorcycle he was
riding collided with a car on the Sixth Line just
south of Waterfalls Park. The accident occurred
around 2.30 In the allernoon, according to Halton

Police reporis, Mr. Ferguson was apparently
heading south on the Sixth Line when he collided
with a northbound vehicle "driven by Bralin
0'Connorof R.R. 1, Narval.

Mr. Ferguson was rushed to Peel Memorial
Hospital, and subsequently transfetrred to Toronto
General.

Four members
are returning

Four Niagarn Escarpment Commission

N members whose terms of office were to be ter-

SRR . the Ontarin Cabivet,

Stuckless, Stephan Braclt, Grant Rowsell, Martin
Pehure, Marty Chlasson, Tripa Vale, Envoy sud
Mrs. Douglas Vale, Raymond and Doris Stuckless,
Steve and Lorna Thompson, Ed and Brenda
Hilller, Dan and Verley Hllller, Reg and Marlene
Marsh, Biil and Sandra Patey, Dan and Allce
Noseworthy, Cecil and Phy!llis Stuckiess, Tom and
Allredn Stuckless, Junlor and Anne Rowsell,
Oswald and Glinny Edison, Benlta Edison. Brian

‘ Hilller, Doreen Marsh and Mary Pehire.

Agricrews sow seeds

by Jane Muller methods of publicizing
Haltoo farmers kept Agricrews must have
{wo four-member Agrl paid off as lhe lhree
crews busy this sum- crews only missed one
mer dolng everything day this summer and
from harvesting f{c that was due to rain.

he hired a crew to weed
fields of vegetables and
recently had them
return to harvest corn
bound for farmer's
markets In Miiton,

hers did a lot of haying
this summer as well as
{ence building and barn
repairs.

“I really enoy the
work,"”’

explained

minated were reinstated recently in a decision by

Maryon Brechin, Robert Bateman, Dr. Ray
Lowes and Anna McArthur will continue as
members of the commission. They had been
scheduled to complete their terms of office Lhis
summer 50 that new appointments could be made
in August.

A press release from CONE, Coalilion of the
Nlsgaras Escarpment, calis the re-instatement of
the four members a victory, since, according to
CONE president Lyn MacMillan, these four are

" the most pro-conservationist of all the com-

missioners,

inside this section

Prominent businessnian and Shorthora
breeder Stewart Bennetl died at his Scotsdale
Farm home last week at age 80

Halton Regional Police are jolning the dig at
Crawford Lake to develop thelr detection
e F.EE B’ﬁ

$miley says it was a qulet sommer untll his
grandkids arrived ... then ....... ..Page BT

Fourth Line reconstruction will nol mean
another gravel haul roote, Mayor ¥omeroy
8BYS...i0renns Page B8
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to help farm laboi

veterinarian. The 18
year- old Qakville
resident has spent two

previous EUMmmers
working on farms and

brought thal experience

different job each day
made the summer
enjoyable for her and

she found bringing In
the hay was the most
fun. .

any .financial advantage fo providing such
insurance through group policies, but social
services director Debble Oakley said wellare
{s supposed to be a shorl-term type of
assislance, while insurance would be & long-
term commilment. _

System reviewe

Halton’s budget setting process and
committee system are going to come under
review at lwo speclal meetings of Reglonal
council to be held later this year.

The budget setling process will be the
subject of a special meeting calied for Aug.
i8. A special meeting Sept. 22 will deal with
the council and executive structure of the
Reglon.

Both special meetings will start in the
morning, before regular sessions slated for
the afternoon.

Energy reduction

A program (o monitor. and hopefully
reduce, Halton Region's energy bill as been
given approval in principle by Regional
council,

T e Sl raaa et by
m energy & started
lhnmwndl:.ﬂm »

Plarmed to three years, the program is
currently in the stage conducting an audil of
L"fﬁ tdu.nced e

use CRN will be made
followihg the audil.

rebuilding barns,
Sponsored the
Ministry of Agriculture
and Food, Agricrews
are hired for & period
from oneto five days for
$90 a day. Halton
students comprised two
crews which were in
much demand since
they began lhe tem-
porary f{arm labor
program June 21. .
However, the success
of ihe has
convi Agricrew co-
ordinator Patricia
McCabe that at least
one more crew could be
utilized in Halton and
more advertising could
have rteached more
farmers.
. *The Province Mi
2

When the program
first started, Miss
McCabe was concerned

‘about getting enough

inside work for rainy
days but, with just three
daya cleft In the
wam. there  have

no problems
I'n;ilng bad weather

The Agricrew Co-
ordinator recrulted
students belween the
ages of 15 and 23 to
make up the farm labor
teamns and discovered
some of those she hired
found they weren't cut
out for the type of work.

“t's to find kids
willlng to work for the
minimum wage,”" Misa
McCabe esis.

She was able to hire

ents to fill the
demand for local farm
labor.

Dean Ingle is just one
of many (armers who
was able to make use of

Weston and Snelgrove.
“We've done a lot of
different jobs,” sald
Pavid Gourlay, an
Agricrew foreman.
The 18-year-old
Georgetown youth and
his {ellow crew mem-

Gourlay, who has been
working on farma part-
lime since last fall.
The experience Dave
Calfry oblalned [Lhis
summer as an Agricrew
member will help in his
efforts to bhecome o

with him to Agricrew.

At first Heather
McTavish of Milton
found providing farm
labor ‘to be exiremely
hard work, but the 15

Agricrews will
cotitinue working in the
area until August 13 but
they will be back next
summer during the
busiest farming season
of the year, :
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Caftry, asd Heather McTuvish harvest corn for
menths providiag farm laber will sesa be packing Dean [ngle of Eden Mills, sne of the many jole
it in. Peie Wodhams (lefl), Dave Genrlay, Dave they werked at this summer,
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Town Clerk Ken Richardaon

Top man
on Town
totem

Elecied officials come and go at the whim of the
eleciorate, but the Town siaff who keep the wheels
furming remain.

A series on the various depariment heads wiil
introduce them and their responsibilitites to the
readers. This week we start with the top man, Clerk
Adminlstrator Ken Richardson,

Harry Truman sald it first, “'the buck stops
here,” and that could describe Clerk Admini- |
strator Ken Richardson’'s job, He's the top
man on the Town stalf, and in the end respon-
sible for all departments down the line. :

An unassuming chap, Ken Is a Norval
natlve, who allended Georgetown high schoo!
whenJ.L. Lambert was principal.

There's nothing too glamorous about a
clerk's department but it is the hub of Town
business, where reports and information from
planning, engineering, treasury and building
departments are coordinated, and recom-
mendations made to council,

The-Clerk Administrator is a bit touchy
about citizens thinking the bureaucrats run
the Town. He insists his depariment after
consulation with the others only recommend
but council makes the decisions. "Il we see
something we feel needs changing we will
make a recommendation, but as often as not
our recommendations are rejected by
eouncil.” '

Richardson emphasizes he simply imple-
ments the elected officiala’ decisions.

It's in the clerk's department the reams of
paper such as minutes of council and com-
mittee meetings, reports, and coples of all
correspondence to council, as well as Com-
mittee of Adjustment, Site Plan Review and
Land Division Committee are produced.”

But Ji's not all.dul). Licences are isaued
from here, this includes atrippers, or adull
entertainment, as it more discreetly known,
as well as raffles, bingos, arcades, pool halls
and taxis.

“We even check taxl meters on a regular
basls,'' says Ken.

He would Hke to see his department as the
{irat contact with the people who would come
to the Trafalgar Road bullding If they need
help. “We'll tell them where 1o go, to get help
that is,"" he quickly adds. "If they want
welfare, if they have. a noise or building

" problem, come lo us firsl and we'll, point |

thems in the right direction.” alter all we are
the coordinators for the cltizens.™

Most bylaws are now prepared right in the
clerk's department, with legal advice only
when necessary. All agreemenis and sub-
missions to the Ontarlo Municipal Board, |
ministries, government agencies are also
done in house, but if a hearing is called the
lawyers get intothe act,

Ken is also reaponstble for negotiations with
the Town workers. unfon CUPE", after
recelving guidelines from council,” he |
stresses. _

Budgets too come under hia scrutiny, From
preparation time, when all deparimenis
submit their proposed spending to him right
through to a monthly monitoring of spending
compared tothe budget ligure. %

If that's not enough for one man to do, he
wears another hat. In this job council has no
authority over him, At election time he i3 the
Returning Officer for the Town and must
obtain poll clerks, DRO's, polling stations,
nominations and vote tally. Much of this job!s
handled by Deputy Clerk Delmar French,
says Ken.

Munictpal employees are not noted for
golng out on a limb, but Richardson s willing |
to state the amalgamation of Acton, George-
town and Esquesing has been beneficial tothe
taxpayers. “Without the larger tax base
doulit 1 if Georgetown could have alforded the
reconstruction of Guelph Streel, or Acton
afford the improvements at Lakeview sub-
division or the Main Street South repairs.”

Asied If the six per cent guidelines should

 extend to municipal employees, he said he

wonders if iL’s fiar Lo cover only one sector of
wWhge earners.

He stoutly defends the Town's financial
position pointing out no new debenture debt
has been incurred (or years, snd stresses the
Town portion of taxes has increased much
less than the region’s or the board of
education.

Ken, his wife Wendy, also & Georgetown
native, the daughter of Ev and Jack Saunders
and three children tive in Belfountain, where
he settled when he was city coordingtor for
Brampton before coming '« Halton Hills.

B4 A $4,000 boost

Plans for a Haltonwide Uniled Wn’y
campalgn got a $4,000 boost from the Reglon's
health and soclal services commiltee
recently,

Acling on & commiltee recommendation,
council approved paying that grant to the
campeign who hope lo have 8
region- wide [n 1983,




