' Regional report says the economy is recovering

By STEVE ARNOLD
Canada may alresdy be on the read b
economic recorery, a to Malt
Fischer, business development director
for Hallon Hegion.
fn his quarieriy report on business
activity submitted to Htgionl] council
reunllr, AMr. Fischer expressed
“cautious optimism’ for an mprove-
ment in business conditions in Canada.
**A lot of Lhis is speculation, but I think
we have seen Lhe bottom of the trench,”
+ he sald in a recent tel interview.
“Many of the businessmen that § talk to

and weathering the storm.”

In addition to material
Statistics Canada and the economic fote-
casty of the Conference Board in Canada,
Mr. Fischer also bases his [eelings oo
local indices, Including the number of
building permits applied for, the oumber

of new or expanding companies moving
into the area and the number of

businesses that close or go bankrupt.
He noted, for example, Lhat since
Fe of this year there have been no
business bankrupicies in

Halton. Two firms have dissolved their
busineases and 83 new firms have moved
in lo the area.

He admiited in his however,
that this index doesn't provide a full
picture of business activity in Lhe Reglon.

“We, unfortunately, have no way (o
monitor the numbers of Grms which
merely close their doors or the under-

ulilized capacity of existing manufac- -

turers who have reduced Lheir operalions
in an effort to combal the recession,” he
wrole.

For the entire Region, he reported,

building permit applications have fallen
41 per cenl compared to 1981 levels.

These figures are for the second
ol 1982 which ended June 30.

{e the obvious effecis of ihe
recession, Mr. Fischer said Halton has
been relatively insulated from the {full
eifecits of it because the Region's
economy iz so diverse.

“With the exceplion of Fard we don’t
have a single mdusi.rj'tlut employs more
than 850 people,”” ho said, ining that
when {00 many of the employees in an

are bound to be more problems.

*The balance of gur economy bere is s0
diversilied. . . that we hlvm‘l felt the
weight of the major layolls and closures
that other areas have,'’ he said
“mA lot of businesses aren't
much money right now, but they are
certatnly hanging on and that's good, he
sald, adding that when the current
recession does end the businesses that
survive will be betier able to expand.

“We were fat and sloppy in many of our
businesses, but now we are fit and lean
and those businesses have learned to run

elficiently,” he said.

Until national f{orces cause the
econpomy Lo turn around entirely, he said,
there isn't much Halton can do, other
than to keep advertising itself.

*Our natural advantages will put us in
good stead when people do gel the cun-
fidence back to make the major invest-
meuts that they are only thinking about

“1'm nol even sure that a change in
government will help us. What we need
more than anything else right now is a
period of stability,'' hemadded.

area are lied to a single industry there,
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These ynung,suer: g,lw: the all rtad_v slgn to marshals during the Saturday night rn:lng at the North Halton Kari Club,

_A[ea go—lgart enthusiasts
hold races on Saturdays

" North Halton Kart Club

by Robin lnscoe

ity as evident by the turn-outs

cycle and [our cycle englnes.

Saturday eumpemiuna

4 rest

A proposal for a special committee to look into rest homes in
Acton has been rejected by Halton Regional Council.

The committee was suggested a few weeks ago by Coun-
cillor Bill Johnson to settle once and for all the dispute bet-
ween the region’s health department and Cher’s Rest Home, a
dispute which some councillors are calling a witch hunt.

Acton Councillor
Dave Whiting said that
with no power of sub-
poena, the committee
would be worthless. He
did, however, support
the formation of a
cotnimittee which would
do its investigating In

1 closed sessjons,

Up to now, Lthe
problems swrrounding

| the region's dealings

with the rest home have
been discusted in open
counci! and commitlee
meetings. “If the
special commitice
meetings were open lo
the public, I don't think
we'd get the same
honesty that we would
getin private sessions,”
WMtingsntd,

Regional Chairman
Jnck Raftls phserved
that since everything
has already been
discussed in open
sesslon and a temporary
solution reached at a

recent Health and Social

Services Commitlee
meeting, any work done

Reed calls for provincial

by a special committee
would be redundant.

After discussions with

W. Gerald Punneil,
lawyer for Cher's Resl
Home, committee
members agreed Lhat
hencelorth all dealings
with the rest home
would go through the
lawyer rather than
directly 1o the nursi.ng
home.

Shortly after that,

rest home regulations

Julian Reed MPP for
Halton-Burlington this
week calted on
provincial Health
Mintster Larry
Grossman to introduce
legislntion regarding
rest homes in Ontario.

“The public must be
assured of the salc
operation of rest homes
and specific regulations
must be set forth to
determine exactly what

‘s expecied of rest bome

operators,” sald Reed.
Presently rest homes

are regu]ntﬂd by the
ministry of health the
same as lodging houses

-in  Aeton

and group homes, under

Euidelim‘:: which Reed .

says arc free-floating
and do not address the
real specific needs of
rest homes, The guide
lines are, therefore,

limited in the impact

they have on Lhe
operation of a rest
home.

A local controversy
concerning a rest home
reglon is
classic evidence . that
present guldelines are
not sufficient enough to
regulate these homes.
“Rest home operators

standards within which
to operate if they are lo
run the homes el
fectively and efficiently
and the public must be
assured that these
standards are being
met."” said Reed.

“There should be
specilic regulations laid
down s0 thal Lthe public,
rest home operalors
and medical officers of
health know. what is
expected of them and
also to ensure stan-
dardizatlon of rest
homes across the pro-

" health in June,

homesis rejected

however, the rest home
received commun-
ication from the
region’s hefith depart-
ment, delivered directly
to the home by courler,
stating if the home did
not co-operatec with
health depariment
officials it would be
closed in accordance
with regulations under
the Public Health Act.

Councillor Johnson
said later that although
operators of the rest
home were aware Lthatl
all correspondence from
the region was supposecd
o be delivered to the
lawyer, lhey accepled
the envelope when the
courier clalmed il was
from Councillor Bill
Johnson.

The dispute beétween
the region and the rest
home stems (rom in-
cidents which occurred
during & surprise in-
spection of the premises
by the medical officer of
' 1961.
Sinee’ then, operators
claim, they have been

- the subject of harass-

ment by the region's

Thingx haven't changed
much at North Halton's Go-
Kart track in Limehouse aver
the past {ew yecars excepl, the

 racing which three years ago
attracted about 40 drivers
each Saturday night pow
attracis about 80, according Lo
president Mike Greschuk, |

Go-kart racing is one of the
cheapest forms of racing one
can enjoy and that alone has
turned the local track inle-a
scaled down version of Indian-
apells Raceway each Satur-
day night from May to {J{':-
tober,

Racers (rom throughout the
area meet at the local track
each week to test their skill
and driving abilitics against
others in their classes. A lotal
of 150 members of the North
Halton Kari Club help offset
the cosls of the upkeep with a
minimal registration fee. That
coupled with entry (ees for the
races look after the im-
provements as well as u'n-
phies for weekly winners. ™

With 22 racing dates wer
the season the local club keeps
a runaing point tolal of all
competitors. Certain points
are awarded depending on
placing, much like the Grand
Prix driving circuit. The top
point getters at the end of the
season wili be declared the
winners of their class,

The North Halton Kart CIuh
began 26 years ago. While
some years have been better
than others, the sport has been

at this year's races.

Last season Lhe local kart
club Joined the Ontario Kar!
Racing Assoclation but alter

Whalever the reasons that
budding Mario Andrelti's take
to the track at North Halion
Kart Club for their weekly

seems {o be a [amily thlng
with Dad, and brother and in
some cases even mother, en-
joying the sport tegether.

must have specific

vince."”

health authorities.

safety and St

oitly one year the group of,
officials that ran North Halton
decided that running in-

dependent was the best way to B Rl U kil

operate, President Greschuk

noted that if he had his way NSNS

they would remain an in- §

dependent body. .
The Limehouse track is a

bout a quarter-mile in length

with tight turns and a hair-pin .

to challenge the drivers.

Lights surround the track for e
- the night of racing. Hay bales [SENREEETENEEE
surround trees and stumps (o KECREERERS

provide (he best possible
John Am-
bulance atlendants are on
duty every racing nighit.

One particular St. John
attendant takes in the racing
every week. A kart enthusiast,
he says that he gets todo a lot
of watching, implying that
accidents and ipjuries are not
necessarily a common thing
on the track.

Each week tha North Halton
Kart Club holds races for both
two and four cycle engines
with eight classes for drivers.
Drivers range in age from
nlne years and up with the
youngsiers somelimes sup
plying Lhe most exciling.
racing. “"We're pmhuhiy the
largest mi.tnd Irack in North
America.’ commented
Greschuk, referring tothe fact
North Halton i3 one of the few

tracks that aflow both two race,

increasing sieadily in popular-

,‘F:I: :' i . u;;

g -"--»;.;

Not nli the driving s done on the lrnch' Thii racer qund himn:ll’
on the infleld during & race, lie was back at top speed inpo time.

Escarpmentplan is
just about complete

The Niagara Escarpm

mission has nearly completed its 10-

| ent to draw up a plan
for the Niagara Escarpment.

year assignm

With the release

praoposal in 1979 and public hearings
up to !ast June, escarpment com-
miasion officials estimate they have
a year to go before the plan is in

place.

"*At the moment we're waiting for
a hearing officer's repurt." infor-
mation officer Pat So edw explained,

The report Is expect

in January, 1963, encompassing a

ent Com-

of the pian

said.

The commission was formed in
1973 to put together a plan for the
escarpment.
covers a 742-square-mile
are kilometre) area from the
Niagara Peninsula to Tobormory, a

to come down S QU

surnmary of concerns roised during
the 10 recent public hearings and
recommendations based on the
hearing findings.

The commisslon includes these
recommendations wilh the proposed

plan, and submits it to the Ontarle
Euhinet by June, 1983, Ms. Soper

Hills.

63-per cent reduction from the orig-
inal planning area of nearly 2,000 -
square miles, [n Halton Region, the
plan governs 53,725 acres ol land,
-including 19,100 acres in Halton

The provincial Cabinet will have
fina]l say in whether the plan s

accepted, modllied or rejected.

plan
(1,923

The proposed

effect,”

The fulure of the commission Itself
is another matter. " The commissjon
could be disbanded, or it could be
kept on 8 an implementation body
to oversee the plan being put into
Soper said.

Anotherdeer huntis approved

Milton Councillor Bill
Johnson will seek
volunters in another
sign-posiing campaign
for this year's third
annual controlled deer
mmt in Halton Region.

Halton Counctl has
approved the four-day

Clos= races aren’t uncommon In gn-knruug as lhese three controlled hunt again
proved, They were of each others Lalls the entire 10 [aps of their

this year. The hunt is
aimed at cutting down

190 rabies cases suspected

Hallon's Health Department
has investigated 190 suspected
rabies cases since December
1981.

Records show, however, that
190 invesigations ia about par
for Halton region. While the res!
of the province is experiencing

an upsurge in suspected cases,
Halton's statistics remain close
to last year's [figuwres, . . high.

“On aversge, were investe
gating abowt 10 cases per
moath,"” said Medical Officer of
Health Dr. Peler Cole. The
disease seems (o break out.in
various areas throughout the

region oo a rolating besis, bt

health officials are

unsble to detact any type of -

patletn.
Ot of the 190 casen fnrvesti

gated, four people received
trealment for rables, Cole
sdded. ‘The remainder of the
people who were reported to
have been n contact with an
animal suspected of having
rables have nol been treated.
and as far as Dr. Cole knows,

America. "There seems tobe a
fot of rabies in Ontario as
compared with the rest of the

Dr. Cole, however, suspects
that the disease is nol 50
virwlent as usual in this area,
“If lhere are so many rabid
animals around, some must be
biting people. Yet I don't
believe we hear of every case of
animal bite, and po one seemns
to be dying ! rabies. It's
peculiar.™

Skunks and foxes are tsually
named as spreaders of rabies,
although Cole adds that foxes
aren’t particulerly plentiful in
Hallon. Rodents such as

squirrels or chipmunks are °

rarely carriers of rabies, Dr.

Cole said.
Domestic animals who come
in contact with rables usually do
so through wildlife. Humans

nreiy gxt bitten by rabid wild

animals,
"'People don’t come in contact
with the wild animals. If they do
approach a wild animal that is
sick, they're pretly silly.™
Incubation time for the disease
to develop in a dog or cat is
about six months. Even animals
who have been vaccinated are
susceptibie to the disease. The
vaccine, Dr. Cole claims, isn't
100 per cent effective.

For humans, the incubation
period is about 10 days, he ssid.

In & recent Ontario-wide
survey, easiern Oniario has
been shown Lo have & marked

increase in reported cases of -

HM.W soUthern
Onixrio, animals re to be
irfected have in

mumbers compared to last year.

the deer population in
the rural areas of
Halton where the
animals are said fto
damage farm crops.
Johnson, however, was
ggainst the approval of
another hunt. He told
councli he questioned
the idea of allowing
ple {o"“'run all over
i's hall-acre,
shooting at random.”
In past years,
Johnson and local
volunteers have
distributed “No Hun-
ting"" signs to private
y owners to aid
them in keeping hunters
oft private property.

Last year a group op-
hunt

petition

with 500 signatures at a
public meeting in
Milton, as opposed to
200 signatures of Halton
residents on a petition

respecting hunter would
hunt deer in Lhic area.

Last year, Burlington
area counclliors voled
popping off at anything 2 al of the hunt
that moves." ong with their rural

He added that no self- counterparts, “thinking

where they congregate,
rather than have people
iramping all over the
reglon with  guns,

Meanderitigs

by Mabel Barkman

their city bylaw against
discharging fircarms
would get them off the
hook,”" Jobnson slad.
"“*But they were wrong."

This year, Burlington
Councillor Joan Little
voiced her obejctions,
guestioning the Jegalily
of allowing a deer hunt
in 8n area in which a
bylaw prohibiting the
discharge of firtnrms
exists,

The hunt, announced
by the  Ministry's
Cambridge district
office, will take place
Nov, § to 4 throughout
most of Halton Region.

'ATn attended an af ternoon performance of A

In addition to farmers
and landowners in
Halton, 475 people will
be allowed to partlei-
pale in the hunt, with 75
per cent of ithe permits
allocated to residents.

New

Midsummer Night's Dream’ at Stratford last

week on &

The
most

perfect midsummerday.

¢nic on the banks of the Avon was al-
m-like. It seemed as if we {loated

through the whole day on gossamer wings.

Contrary to some critics who said the play was

not well performed, we enjoyed

of it s did the rest of the audience. We browsed

Town
facilities
super

every mionute

through the art exhibits after the play and even |-

they seemed (ohave a dreamy lexture.
We finally had to get down {o earth, get in (he

See

car and reiurn bome. But the memories of that

day will pot be soon forgotien.
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