i Georgetown/Acton, Wednesday, July 21, 1982

The Acton fFree Press

Founded in 1875

TELEPHONE (519} 853-2010
Busowss snd £ dioe il Othica

Pubiished every Wednesday try Metrotand Printing & Publahing Ltd. at 50 Willow Street,
Acion. Ontano, L7.) 2M2. Telephone (519) 853-2010. Subscrptions: Single copws 30 Director of Advertising
aach, $15.00 per your i Canada, $30 00 in sl countrins oiher than Canacta.

“The Acton Free Press is one of the Metroland Premng & Publshing L1d. group of
suburban newspepers whech inchudes Ajax { Whitby ! Pickening News Advertiser, Awrora
Bacner / Newmartet Era. The Bonon Enterpease. Brampton Guardian, The Burfington
Post. The Bubngion Viethend Post, The Eiobicoke Advertser/ Guardian, Tha George-
town Independam, Markham / Thormhal Econcrmast and Sun, The Milton Champion, The
Mrsntaugs Nows, The Mesiassugs News Weekend Ecvtion, The North York Mo
Qakwitto Boaver, Qakwtie Frclay Beaver, Oshawa This Weeh, Ozhawa This Weekand.
The Rchmond Het/ Thomnat Libeesl, The Starborough Miror, The' Sioulhlle Tribune,

FThe Woodtsdos & Vaughan News. ™

lmu-g B acoppied on the conddwon that, m the event of yPOgraDiaCal erior, 1hat
portion of the adverusng Space occupied by the sroneous ilem, 10gether with raesonabis
sowance for Lgrature will not be charged for but the balance of the advertasement will be
padd far a1 the epplicable rate. In the event of a typographecil emror ddvertEng Loods o
prece, goods Of services May not be sold. Adveriming @ merefy a0 offer
1o 888, snd may be withdriwn &t any trma.

SETVICRS X1 B8

Ken Bellamy
Publisher

Don Ryder

Second class mad regstraton Number 0515,

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT

Editor: Gord Murrey
News Editor: Helen Murray
Sports: Dan McGliowsy

Hartley Coles

Managing Editor

Member of The Canadien Community Newipaper Aszocianon, gnd The Omang

1 pofpl
Community Newspaper Asiocs tion CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT

BUSINESS/ACCOUNTING OFFICE
Otfice Manager: Joan Showed

Darkroom: Peter Mils

ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT

Ratall Sehes Manager: 83 Cook

Seles: Susan Stone

Claasifisd Adverusing: Carolyn Artem

National Advertising Gales Rep: Dan Poynur [416) 363-1061

f‘ulﬁu ﬂn.nh
‘“ Ny ¥

Manager: Man/in McArthur

HI

From the editor’s desk

by Gord Marray

Some weeks when ] arrive at council 1
get a feeling of deja vu. 1 glance over
the ogenda and am sure the business
about tn be discussed by the town
fathers and mothers has been dealt
with previously.

Municipal business, and thus the
news, has a tendency to be rehashed
many times before it Is finally settled.
Sometimes il seems [asues are never
seltied.

In recent weeka that's been the case
with nolse bylaws and liguor permit
requests for the Yugoalav Centre, the
controversy surrounding overnight

rking, [linancing agreements for

ourth Line reconstruction, location of
arcades etc. =

Now, don't get me wrong, while [

becomne as frustrated &3 anyone with
the slowness of government, I'm not
suggesting councll drags its feet on a
regular basis or that every decision can
or should be made quickly and de

“ Y finitely.

Atthesometlmelcana iate the
complaints of readers who become
weary about opening the paper on a
weekly basis and seeing the same
topics threshed out, even fdr months on
end. Of course, short of not covering the
news from council, I'm not sure what
we can do aboul it. Believe me, some-
times we become as lired of writing the
same old stulf as you do of reading it.

Democracy is more often than not
slow, and thus our coverage of
municipal political issues must plod
right along.

Which brings me (o the subject of this
week's column.

The most long, drawn out issue I've ..

covered durlng my eight plus years as a
scribbler Inthe Acton area has to be the
town hall. Ifthere's been an isaue which

produced more differing opinions, con-
sumed more news column space, has

taken up mere time at not just council

but &lse public meetings and a subject
which readers have become more sick
of reading abotit than the town hall 1
certainly qla.n'l'. imagine what it is.

" As with” all"' prolonged debates or
" issues - which produce many, many
views, as time goes by it becomes more
and more difficult for editorial writers
to formulate an opinion. You begin to
see so many slants on the subject and
hear so many views it winds up being
almost too complex too boil down into a
briel, to the point, and clear comment.
You wind up seeing validity in virtually
every point of view,

That's certainly been my problem
with Lthe town hall. *

This problem isn't unigque to journal-
ists. It's the dilemma councillors must
- face regularly. And like politiclans,
reporters must be prepared to change
their minds as new views and facta
come (o light, or circumsiances
change.

Not having been raised here, 1
haven't strong atlachment, or dis-
allection for that matter towards .the
town hall. - .
 The town hall is sutpposed to be some-
what unique historically, part of the
roof to be specific, but I don't think
that's reason enough to preserve it,

I've lalked {o enough people in town
“ and researched Lhe history of the
communily enough to know though that
the town hall has played a pivolal role
in the social and political life of Acton.
On that historical basis It warranis
preservation.

Many past and present leaders of
Acton life are tied to the building. So
many decislons affecting the com-
munity’s development were made
within Lhose walls, 1t was quite the spot,
really a beehive of activity in years
gone by, beforeil was allowed to decay.

[ don't think the town hall {s a work of
architectural beauly, but neither do 1

think it's such an eyesore or so ugly that

it must come down.

1 do believethe town hall has a role to
play in Acton’s {uture development and
can be put to good use for public
washrooms, & seniors’ drop-in, public
meetings, ete. It can {ill a peed which

funct notion of us

the old Stone School, because of its lo-
cation, never could. .

[ was concerned about the now de-
grants and local
tax dollars to fix the up. Grants
come from our pockets 8o in my view,
in a time when restraint by government
is paramount, tax money shouldn't be
spent on the hall or anything else. |
think money from lotteries should be
used lo linance government programs
which w jobs, reduce the prov-
incial it or the provincial tax bite,
And obviously, in these very troubling
economic times, I don't think council

should be spending on 2ny major pro-

jects,

1 like to think that if the library-
cultural centre In Georgetown was
coming up today and not a couple of
years ago council would exercise the
same "restraint. Certailnly they can
demonstrate they are shylng away
from big ticket items like the town hall
all over Halton Hilis by shelving all
thoughts of building a central admini-
stration complex for the municipality
until such time as the economy im-
proves radically. :

So 1 must confess I would have had
problems with councll spending
$400,000 plus of tax dollars, regardiess
of source, on restoration.

! used to think maybe a referendum
on the town hall was the answer.
However, .in recent months and real-
ization that even this Isn't & wvalld
solution to solving the issue has sunk in,
Except for a few citizens on both sides
of the question who feel quite passion-
ately about thelr views, [ don't think the
majorily of citizens care anymore.

My reading of the most Actonians,
that mass of citizens who never say
much of public consumption on any
issue of burning interest, s ho-hum on
the town hall. Mind you this isn't a
scientifically study based reading, just
a leeling resulting from several years
of listening to readers.

Most people don't care what h
to the hall, as long as it doesn't cost
them anything. They just want it settled
once and for all, ane way or another, so
they don't have to hear or read about it
any longer. They couldn’t wisely vote In
a referendum on the subject because
they haven't been interested enough in
the past, and won't likely be In the
future, to delve into the pros and cons of
restoration or absorbed the diflering
views. And after five years of the town
hall whe can blame them,

If this all seems slightly confused, it
should. I'm confused when it comes to
the town hall. I've heard so much and
written 50 much about it [ don't know if
I'm coming or golng on the [3sue any-
more. ; ,

But [ can't get away [rom this nne;‘

nagging feeling in my gut about the
town hall. IL.it comes down a lot of hard
wark by some citizens will go down the
drain. And that's sad.

If the vast majority don't care one
way or another about its fate and it
doesn’t cost Em?r taxpayer anywhere
any money, but it might well be a plus
to the community and there are some
valld historical, social and cultural
reasons for saving it, then [ can't see
whal the real harm will be in letling the

ple who do ~are deeply about Lhe

it taking a crack at restoring [t
themnselves.,

. Another couple of years with the hall
standing won't hurt anyone really. The
town need not commit to anything—
malntenance, renting #pace - nol a
thing, except demclishing {t Uf the
S rters fail.

{ in the far off distance of good
economic times the municipality needs
space and the town hall is still around,
then the councillors of the day can
tackle the question of Halton Hills in-
volvement. Until then it can be a
private citizens project, and remain
that way forever, if thal’s what clrcum-
stances dictate.

In any event the issue is presumably
drawing to a close this summer or fali,
so soon (he majority will be happy.
They won't have to read or hear a
the town hall anymore.

dll -
L Our readers write ]

Johnson wants probe

Dear -Slr:

Cher’s Rest Home in Acton (Halton
Hills) has received a lot of unwarranted
adverse publicity lately, not only in Lhe
press, but verbally, by malicious,
unfounded, well spread rumors, not one

which has been substanilated.
Regional stall can be said to have been
inconsistent regarding square {

Regarding the lock or hasp hreaking
incident, Mr. Perlin, the nal Chief
Administration Officer, says he can't
believe that ali the staff members
would lie, therefore ho believes Dr. Cole
did not break the lock or force entry
into the medicine cabinet particularly
as two mln signed affidavits to that
effect, the cother three signed

-

grieve

fanr s 00

The sympathy- of this com-

munity and district goes out to
the families who suffered the
loss of sons in the tragic drown-
ings at Fairy Lake. The whole
town grieves that two young
lives should be snuffed out in a
place where there's so much
fun and recreation for the
children of the community.

The circumstances surround-
ing the drownings are indeed
strange and an inquest is
necessary to sort out what
exactly happened and
recommendations on how to
avoid future tragedies in the
same place.

Fairy Lake has had many
victims over the years but
never in living memory have
two lives been lost within an
hour of each other. The beach
had heen a popular place
during the hot, muggy days this
summer and the water inviting
for youngsters but it can also be
a dangerous for young children
even under the best of super-
vision. —H.C.

by Hartley Coles

-

o! 115 super

T

Drop parking limit

Halton Hills should drop its
controversial three-hour
overnight parking limit in the
period between April 30 and
October1, 8 o

The bylaw,'in existence for
several years now, has two
purposes, as far as we can tell.
One is to keep the streets clear
overnight during winter to
facilitate snow plowing and
removal. No quarre! there.

The second reason is to kegp
the streets f{rom becoming
parking lots. This is a com-
mendable motive. Few people
want to see ingperable cars left
on the street or parking on the
streets 365 days a year, elc,
However, from day one the law
has proved to be a problem for
many residents, especially in
areas such as Kingham.

When he visited council last
week Halton Regional Police

Inspector Matt MacPherson -

suggested there haven’t been
any overnight blitzes since one
officer gave out over 120 tickets
in one night a couple of years
ago. However, many Actonians
have complained about the
bylaw this spring and summer
because there have been nights
when it seems 50 or 60 cars are
ticketed. .

Coles’ slaw

Weeds inthe creek sp

- Une of the most scenlc spots in Acton
is along the grounds of the Robert Little
school and the public library. The
school creek flows peacefully by the lib-
rary under an arched bridge, a favorite

haunt for couples having .- wedding

pholos taken.

This week the grass has been cut and
the grounds looked neat and Inviting
but the school! creek is choked with
weeds. To further spoil the pict
somtone had heaved a shopping cart in
the water. Pleces of flotaam and jetsam
revolved around it and at a smal! poo!
just before the water ducks under the
Main St. bridge and dissolves into Fairy
Lake a few hundred yards further
downstream.

It is an idyllic setting and one often
visited by tourists and visitors who see
the plaque which tells the story of the
founding of Acton. An inviting bench
ringed by flowers invites e to sit
dovwn and enjoy a [ew minutes of tran-
quility.

Over the years many councils of the
former Town of Acton, recreation
committees and the Acton Beautifica-
tion Commiilee recoguited thix as a
unique sedting and one which should be
kept as attractive as possible. Weeds
have been pulled other years by
students with grants, the Town has had

.rlr.l\: o .E- ..' L]
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a shovel in to scoop
the bed back 1o the spring fed creek
aguin. The improvements [ast for a few
months and then the weeds {ake over

We are wasting one of the beauly
spots in Acton by letling the ap-
pearance of the creek spail the rest of
the picture. It obviously is going to need
a study o determine how best to stop
silt from coming downsiream and Jodg-

ourt the silt and give |

The vast majority of
residents only want occasional
parking this time of year.
Friends and relatives visit for a

. few days. Where can they park,

except onthe street?
It's a real
Kingham where the
municipality permitted
townhouse deveiopment
without sufficient parking
spaces for two car families, let

alone guest parking.

Overnight parking
regulations are also a problem
in other areas such as
Lakeview, Gilenlea and old

-Acton as well. With so many
two car families (filling
driveways, the street is the oniy
alternative to accommodate

- overnight guests.

Town staff should come up
with alternate methods of
preventing streets from
becoming parking lots for a
small minirity and  quit
penalizing the majority of
citizens who only want to park
on the street occasionally.
After all, who paid for the
streets if it wasn't the people
who want to park on them now

andagain. — G .M.

oll the view

ing along the part of the creek which
borders River St. The silt is good fer-
tilizer for weeds.

At one time there was & dam up
stream alongaide what {8 known locally
as The Free Press building. The dam
held back a large pond when I was a
youngster and it was a summer oasls
for swimming and [ishing.

The dam must also have kept the silt
in the pond because the school creek as
I remember it had a gravel bottom. It
never looked like the weed-filled mor-
ass it becomes during summer months
now. The dam was broken by the fury of
Hurrican Hazel in 1934.

As a communily [ guess we should be
exploring the natural beauty of the set-
ling more than we do. Others have done
so and it adds to the image of their
comments as a pleasant sud attractive
place to live. Miiton, for one, tock their
old mill pond on Martin St. and turned it.

~ into a scenic park almost In the centre

n!_u'.-ednwnmwn.

Just keeping the weeds down in the
sﬂmcrﬂwmﬂdwuhﬂrnﬁdtnﬁe
appesrance of the llbrary e
school grounds which are cften od-
mired by those who pass in their cars
and are ieft with feetlng impressions of
this community. '

Bt., Acton celebrated

hardship in

. railway car “Athabasca.”

10 years ago

July L, 1972,

The Liguor Control Board ask
councii’s approval of their store if
Acton staying open six days o week i#
July and August. Approval was given,

Three Acton grandehlidren ha
“Happy Birthday” wisthes for Georg
McPhall on Sunday. He celebrated his
80th birthday with Bruce, George and
Susan McPhall, other members of th
[amily and old Iriends and nelghbors a
the McPhail home. :

Lovell Brus. Meat Market Specials
{or this week, 1 1b. pkg. Sliced Bacon 89
cenls, Fresh Linked Sausage €9 cents b
Ib., choice Round Steak $1.29 a 1b. and
choice Rump Roast 85 conts a lb.

Steve Van Fleel qualified himself for
tie Eastern Canadian  Finals at
Elobicoke Stadium last week when he
threw the Javelln 200" 11" the [urthest
he's ever thrown.

- 20 years ago

July 19, 1962, !
The new police radar speed recorder

went into operation Friday and ac-

cording to police it is “‘very suc-
cessful.” Many people have been
stopped for speeding already.

Cunada’s newest, largest and most
modern  fully automated quarry
development came In for close scrutiny
when a group of Esquesing Township
Counclllors and officials were per-
sonally hosted on a project tour hy
company president, Frederick G.
Gardiner.

Spectals al Ledger's 1.G.A. this week,
Wieners, 1 1b. pkg. 45 cents, peaches 23

- cents & qt., Salad Dressing 58 cents for

32 oz. jar, Leg O' Lamb 49 cents a |b.
and Lamb in a Basket, (roasts, chops,
stew} 23 cents a lb. .

Mr. and Mra. Willred Cal
irS3rd . wed=
ding anniversary on Tugsday. %

The 50th wedding anniversary of Mrs)
Tom Watson's parents, Mr. and Mra. Lo
Fullon of Monireal, was celebrated this
week ot home. C .

50 years ago

July 14, 1832,

Mr. and Mrs. John Russell are ob
serving their golden wedding a
niversary on Tuesday, July 19, Thej
will be at home to thelr friends fro
7:30 to 10:30 tstandard time) on the
evening.

Arrangements are getting underwa
nicely for the Acton Community Plenie
to be held in the Acton Park on Wed;
nesday alternoon, July 27, followed by §
sireet dance in Lhe evening.

Specials this Friday, Saturday and

Monday at Nelson and Co. Mill St:-

Acton, 7 Ib. bag of Flour 17 cents, 101
of Sugar 53 cents, 20 Clothes Pegs
cents, Chalee Biue Boy Coffee 1 |b. for
33 cents, and 3 grapelruit for 23 cents,

The Fiflth Annual Reunion of Lthé

Dobbie Clan was held at Edgewocod
Park, Edin Mills, on Friday, July 1
1832, *

Miss Lorna Kennedy snd Bernicé
Reld are visiting with Mr. and Mrs
John Kennedy, at Detroit for a week.

Misses Willa and Mary Van Norman
of Guelph, are visitlng at Mr. and Mrs,

G.H. Lantz's. - : ‘o

/b yearsago !

July 18, 1807, :

The statute labor of the past week hak
greatly Ilmproved the roads In the
countryside. .
The funeral of the late Mrs. Alex.
Mann was held {rom the home of Hugh
Mann Esq., Queen St. Mr. D.D. Mand
came up from Toronto in his private

The members of Acton L.O.L. é)
strong, headed by Acton Citizens Band,
took the morning train to Georgetown
to participate in the demonstratiop
there and won a silver cup In comy;
petition. \

The Mesars. Beardmore junior and
hall a score of other young men hay
organized a club fer the erection of 4
ctub house and equipment for boating
on Falry Lake. Eight or 10 new boaly
will be purchased. - :

Same 400 people attended Limehouse
Presbyterian church garden party al
Mr. Wm. M¢Dowell's. |

I

100 years ago .

July 13, 1882 ¥

I
-

ulChurcli_lf Y.

The Georgetown people seem anxious - ;

to have Mr. Tolton baild his mill there,
and talk of offering a lillle more than
Acton,. just to get I.

Mr. John Cameron is ¥
superintending the erection of fouf
brick buildings in Acton, including the
town hall. i

The merchants and clerks complaln
of the late hour at which some of their
patrons arrive. A good honest day's
work up to seven o'clock is all thal
should be expected of any one. ~

Mr. Thomas Moore, school pl'incipll;
caught two foot-long trout in Christle
and Henderson's Pond {north of Bowey

Ave.}. s




