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Good reason to complain
about teacher PD days

Parents are always grumbl-
ing about teacher professional
development days, but in the
past couple of weeks com-
plaints about the time children
are missing from school seem
to be f{illed with more anger
than usual.

There’s likely two reasons for
this stronger than usual re-
action.

Pupils were just off for anen-
tire week recently for winter
break and now they just en-
joyed a five day break for a pro-
fessional development day,
Good Friday, Saturday, Easter
and Easter Monday. No wonder
parents are scratching their
heads and wondering when
their kids are going to get an
education. Several mothers and
fathers have told us before and
after both breaks from school
the children seemed to be hav-
ing more field trips and outings
away from class as well.

Another reason parents are

more annoved is these eight
school days when there were no
classes have coincided with
the unveiling of Halton Board of
Education’s record budget and
staggering average Acton tax
hike of $116 for education.
We've made our feelings well
known on the subject of the bud-
get so we won't go into details
again. Suffice to say parents
have gotten the message from
trustees that 75 per cent of the
budget goes to pay teacher and
staff wages and councillors

have succeeded in making it

clear to everyone who will
listen that the education in-
crease isn't their fault, but the
board’s.

So, parents are sitting back
and looking at what value they
are getting for-all that money,
and seem more displeased with
the teachers taking a day off
from teaching their children
than usual, |

Professional development
days have never been accepted
by parents, nor by many {rus-

tees for that matter, very well.

They look at the average
wage of $27,000 a year for tea-
chers for a work year of 200
days compared to the average
of 225 to 245 for the rest of the
work force and figure teachers
could find seven to nine days a
year for professional develop-
ment at the beginning or end of
their July and August vaca-
tions, especially considering
the fact they have a week’s
vacation at Christmas and in
March.

We fully agree with oppon-
ents of professional develop-
ment days. Teachers are paid
well. They do have fewer work
days than the rest of the popula-
tion.

We have no quarrel with the
need for professional develop-
ment days, just with having
them in the period between
September and June which re-
sults, when combined with days
schools are closed for statutory
holidays, in just one month,
February, when classes are
held Monday to, Friday every
week.

The argument for profes-
sional development days being
the same as days away from re-
gular work for conventions and
seminars in business, industry
and government is often heard.
That is quite true, except few

- people in business, indusiry

and government who attend
seminars and conventions also
have 10 weeks vacation annual-
ly.

In fairness to the teachers,

professional development days

aren’t just days off work as
many claim, We've covered
professional development days,
and teachers are at seminars

- and workshops. But just as it is

for someone else in the public
or private sector who attends a
convention, course or seminar,
they are a nice break from the

routine, and hardly can be con--

sidered work.

[Our readers write j

Thanks Heart

Dear Sir:

May I take this opportunity, on behalf
of the Hoard of Directors, to express
:ur very sincere thanks for your sup-
port and assistance during our 1982
Heart Fund Campaign.

As you know, Vic Bristow is our Acton
Cathpaign Chairman. He makes a

Fund stories

tremendous effort on our behalf and has

expressed gratitude to your paper for

the excellent coverage you give the

Heart Fund and our annual campaign.
Thanks ogain for your help.

Yours very truly,

- Charlotte Freeman

Area Co-Ordlnator
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First grass fire of season
Fire{llghters worked hard at puiting out a grass fire on the Sixth Line Nassags- |

Mick Holmes.

2

it On the

%l x Leavell

With Helen

ot T ' .

Acton {‘ﬂi‘dﬂnt Heather Whiting, of
Fabert Estate, recently was
presented with the Cutstanding Perform-
ance Award, in recognition and appreci-
atlon of sales made in 1961, Heather was in
what is called the milllon dollar club. She
was presented with a plaque at a special
Juncheon last Thursday at Harrops in

Milton.
+ o+

RN +
A Cardlo Pulmonary Resuscitalion
course will be held April 28 and May 5 in
the Y. The course will be taught by a
qualified Canadlan Heart Foundation
instructor, and will include: a slide

presentation; and practical training in

CPR using & manequin. Each student will
receive a certificate. :

Participants will understand healthy
lifestyle and risk factors involved in heart
diseage:; learn to recognize signs of heart
attack and stroke; know how lo try o
prevent a heart attack victim from going
inte cardiac arrest; learn the impaortance
of airway breathing and circulation in 2n
unconclous victim: acquire the skills of
one man CPR; and know how to save the
llfe of a choking vietim. « _

For more information, cnll the Y at 853~
1070 or drop in.

+ + +

Congratulations go to David McGilloway
who won lhe coaches’ award [or the Most
Qutstanding Player in the playoffs, at a
banquet Friday night. David, a former
Acton Sabre, is now a member of the
Burlington Cougars.

+ + 4+
An observation {from former Free Press

edilor Hartley Coles recently came my -

way. Hartley says this s the latest he has
ever seen ice on Falty Lake, Can anyone
else recall the lake being frozen on April
217 Let me know.
+ + 4+

Dr. and Mrs. Harvey Hassard, from
Londan, Ontario spent last Tuesday afler-
noon and evening with Pat and Mary
McKenzie of Jefirey Ave. Many Acton
residents will remember Hassard's Drug
Store (where Heady's Hair Styles now
stands), to Pat, Harvey was one
of Miss Minnie Bennett's outstanding
students and taught public school in Acton
area and then served in the RCAF before
obtaining his B.A. He lhen moved to
Ottawa to leach high school. Harvey then
became head of the Guidance ent
in Ottawa before moving ck o
University of Western Ontario in London Lo
terch Guidance lo high school teachers. He
received his Doctor's degree {rom

Michigan Siate.
Mrs. Hassard (Pat Baker) taught high

. school in Acton just after WW II. Pat

(McKenzie) says Harvey has wrilten
many articles in Guidance =and
represented the university at s conference
in Greece last year. :

Last Friday the university honored him
with a retirement party. He retires on
June 30, —

Mrs. Hassard boarded with the
McKenzie's while she taught in Acton, and
Mary McKenle worked in Hassard's Drug
Store. Harvey was one of the [irst teachers
Fﬂﬁ;nﬂ Hhﬂﬁ}'ﬁ!ﬂﬂtlﬂﬁﬂ:ﬂliﬂlm.

purpose [or being in the area last
Tuesday was because he had Lo speak at a
high uIv\mI in Gueiph that morning.

t

+ + +

Mllton is celebrating its 125th annlver-
sary this year and Dave Brush would like
to invite all former residents “home'" for
the July holiday weekend.

Who's Dave Brush? He's Lhe chairman
of the 125th Anniversary Master Com-
millee.

For further Information on anniversary

events, contact Clare Henderson, (416-826-

aon.
+ + o+

The Acton Business People are welcom-
ing in the Spring next Wednesday evening
at Wooden Heart Inn.

A wine and cheese party is planned for 8
p.m. to 10 p.m. Coral Greaves and Pat
Wood are the people lo call for further in-
formation. .

+ + ¥+ _
One of Acton's Eva Sansom's drawings
has been put on the front of the Children's

Aid Soclety's (CAS) Annual Report, to go
across Ontarlo in May.

The design used was from a Christmas

card she made up lhree years ago. Many of
her Christmes card designs have been on
the cover of the CAS's Christmas issues or
journals.

In &ll, the CAS has used {our of Eva’s
designs. Not a bad lrack record.

ot 5, -

+ + o+
While Canada's Constitution was being
brought home in a special ceremony on

by Rev, Chuck Beaton
Christizn people are basking in the
aftermath of Easter, in splle of he
fact that our weather remains un-
seasonably cold and miserable.
That's one of the confusing things
about Easter. We often identify it with
the changing seasons, the coming of

life—more than we focus on the power
of the resurrection event itsell. There
are happy Easter cards with daf-
fodils, chocolate bunnies and colored
eggs. But, there is a difference bet-
ween Easter and the 'rite of spring.’

What lnrtt-:f c:ﬂr:twuﬂd FT‘: clﬁﬁg
young parenis w T year o
had just died of leukemia? Or, what
about the I19-year-old wife whose
husband is in jail for child molesting?
How about a card for the family about
to lose their home because Lhe mor-
tgage rates are going up? Then, there
are the sia people in Cambodia,
Somaliland a multitude of olher
places. A card with chocolate bunnies
would be nice for them!

This s neither flip, nor cynical,
when we remind the world that,
nearly 2,000 years ago, on a certain
Sunday morning, God came into the
midst of human misery with a power
unknown in the world before. On

Clergy Comment

. MESSIEe.

spring and the bursting forth of new

Parliament Hill in Otlawa wilh Queen

Elizabeth, at least one Acton family was
also celebrating. . :

In my wanderings Saturday I nollced o
large Canadian flag gracing the
window of & house on Kingham Rd. near
Duby Rd, The flag was on the oulside of the
house,

i don't know of any other in town who
matked the day in any special way, If you
did, let me know.

+ o+ o+

The Decoration Day Committee would
like a represcntative from all groups In
town al thelr meeting next Wednesday,
Apri! 28 at 7 p.m. in the board room of the
Acton Leglon. Decoration Day is sel {or
June 6 and organizers would like to see a
good number of groups participating.

+ + 4+

The Central Band of the Canadian
Armed Forces, which will play two con-
certs at Acton's community centre cn June
5. played at the airport Thursday for the
arrival in Ottawa of Queen Ellzdbeth. The
band is being brought here by the
Wellinglon District of the Free Masons,
Walker -Lodge, here in Acton.

+ o+ 4+
MEANDERINGS
by Mabel Barkman
Jeepers Creepers
An old song we use lo sing began with
**Jecpers, creepers, where's you get Lthose
pers?”
While in the song, the reference was lo
cyes,‘at this lime of year I'm longing to

. hear the pecpers in the ponds. IU's a nolse

we look forward lo every Spring.
In fact, when it becomes a {full chorus,
we turn off the radio at night and fall

peacefully to sleep. The little fellows must.

sleep during the day because they are not
heard until dusk.

The old wives' lale says that frogs must
be frozen in the ponds three times before
we get Spring, but 1 am happy to hall the
arrival of their peeping any time now. The
only discouraging thing is that Lhe
mosfuito lnevitably follows the croaking
of the [rogs!

Easter, God sald, “Enough of this,”
and raised to life Lhe young Jesus, who
had been killed by all Lhe respectable
forces of the day. That is ‘good news’
ond is the very heart ol the Christian

The reswrrection happened in the
midst of brutal suffering and it atill
speaks with meaning, particularly to -
people who are In one of life's crisls,
For example, Easter power won't rid
us of cancer, but it can do two things.
One is that it triggers bodily forces
that produce a remiasion, sometimes,
Secondly, it can make ible what
specialists call "a good death.’ The
patient may die of the dlsease, but not
be conquered by |t

Easter power won't heal our crazy
economlc system that robs people of
their homes; but, it witl sustaln the
fighters who believe that the church
must dirty its hands in politics, when
justice is at stake. The ‘rite of spring’
never calls us to walk inlo the face of
the wind. [t often lets us fool ourselves
to remain blind to our duty.

The celebralion of Easter calls
thote of us who are comfortable to
step down into Lhe fury of the world’s
misery, in the faith tha! our risen Lord
is among us (o make [{le betler for all.

Lairs .
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10 years ago

Aprll 18, 172
Saturday 18 a big day for local Scouts
and cubs, Forty thousand trees have been
pledged by the public and on Saturday 600
Cubs and Scouts will be headed lor several
areas of the Halton County and Credit

e

o R

‘Valley Conservation Authoritles to plant

them.

Mrs. D. Stecl and her dogs, Cavalier
King Charles Spaniels, are to be speclal
guests on the Elaine Cole show, CKCO-TV
Kilchener on Friday, June 9. Steel's
kennels are located on 17 Sidercad W.,
south of Acton.

Acton Lions Club is again sponsoring the

- Canadian Natlonal Institute for the Blind

canvass in Acton and Lhey are looking for
volunieers. :

Acton Centennlal Commission starts a
serious campalgn to raise money f[or the
bullding project. Putting the fun into the
fund Lhis week, the commisaion introduced
a "'Buy a Brick" program.

Average homeowners in Acton will pay
$65 more this year in taxes.

‘The junlor math contest, wrillen some
time ago, placed A H, 1lth out of 13
schools. From Acton, lan Coais placed
flrst, Rob Vinski second, and Glenn Lee
was third. _

20 years ago

April 19, 1962

Fred Dawkins, o student of Acton High
School was chosen for the *Advenlure in
Citizenship"” to tske place around Lhe
middie of May in Oltawa.

Miss Madelelne Gibbons recelved her
engraved plaque at the annuzl Chamber of
Commerce dinper Thursday. Miss Gib-
bons was voled Acton's “Cilizen of the
Year"”. Chamber president Bert Hinton
made the presentation. z

Mrs. Joe Whilham had one of her
paintings chosen for entry in the area show
in Brampton, in May, when judges made
their selectlon during the Five Counties
Art Exhiblt in the Robert Little School on
Saturday.

Mr. Garner of Ryerson Press was in
town Tuesday aond took an order of new
books for the library. Declding the order
were Mrs. Jack Chapman, Miss Madge -
Chapman and Charles Kirkness.

50 years ago

April 14, 1532

At the meeting of the Acton Counch on
Monday night Counclllors Cowle, Jornes,
Nicol nnd -McArthur were present and
Reeve George Barber presided.

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Near and Masler
Robert of Toronto, visited his mother and
other Acton friends over the weekend.

“QOver the HIillI" will be lhe speclal
feature at the Gregory Theatre tomorrow
(Friday) night. ~ :

Mr. G.A. Dills and David spent the
weekend visiting his sister in Toronto.

Mrs. A.E. Rltchie, Mrs. Mackie, Mrs.
Clifford, Mrs. Holloway, Mrs. Waller and
Mrs. Bishop moto to Hamllton on
Tuesday to attend the Annual Meeting at
the Cathedral of the Women's Auxillary.

75 years ago

Aprii 18, 1807

Mr. Edward Kingsbury had quite a
successful ploughing bee at Crewsons
Corners on Wednesday. Quite a number
were enlertalned in the evening.

'Messrs. Beardmore and Co. have the
largest stock of hemlock bark now stored
in thelr tannery ever stacked In Acton.
Every shed 18 {illed and outside stacks are
now being built. ‘

The few plank walks lelt in town are In
dangerous condition due to loose boards.

Miss Amy Doty of London has com-
menced practices for the annual Methodist
Sunday School concert. She is planning an
international flag drill and symbol march
by 20 young ladles, pantomime, and
choruses by as many as 100 scholars.
Mr. N.P. McLam will return to town. He

haz completed the purchase of the black-
smithing business and property of Mr. J.R.
Anderson. He has splendid prospects in the
oldes! stand of the blackamlithing business
in Acton.

100 years ago
April 20, 1882

Cur usually quiet little town was thrown
into a state of excitement by Lhe elrcule-
tion of a report that one of our citlzens
made an attempl to commit suicide. How-
ever he had not taken a sulficient quantity
of {audanum to do him any harm. The
scare had the good effect of reconclling the
husband and wife and they have decided to
dic natural deaths. In consideration for
Lheir feelings, we suppress thelr names,

County of Hallon druggists’ llcenses
have been given to J.E. McGarvin and M.
Forster M.D. of Acton.

The annual entire horse show, in con-
junction with the Eramosa Agricultural
Soctety, was held in Rockwood Wednes-
day. A large number of leading farmers
w:; present and the horses shown were
E . I

There i3 & movement afool to lower the
rate of postage to (wo cents.

Please refrain from throwing branches,
bones elc. from gardens Into the sireets.




