WIe*_r Lemsira samples cake at Jast
house at The Village School.
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Siephen Owen tests oat the stove al 1ast weeks open
frosase 2t The Viliage School.

weeks open

Coassandra Samms,

Qo P

Four new Brownles were enrolled last week to Acton’s 1st Brownle Pack. They
are from Jeft toright; Kelly MacDounald, Jodi Coleman, Bonnie Lou Morgan and

Trustees have got to get tough

on closing schools, Bruce says

School board trustees have o get
“tough'' about financial matters like clos-
ing schools according to Acton's rep-
resentative on Hallon Board of Education,
Arlene Bruce.

Bruce and Director of Education Wally
Beevor met with councillors Dave Whit-
 ing. Russ Miller, Ross Knechtel and Terry
Grubbe to discuss education issues and the
board's record budget and whopping tax
hike at Friday's dropin. Alse on hand
were Beevor's assistant, Bob Williams,
and two taxpayers, Bill Cook and Michael
Schultz.

Leading off the questioning, Cock nsked
when taxes were golng to quit geing up and
up so much. He noted he and his wife have
no children and antlcipate having none and
are disturbed by huge increase in taxes
this year for education.

. He claimed students he has had contact

wilh can't write and spell properly,
. leachers are paid exorbitanl wages, high
"‘'schools are operated too informally though
elementary schocls are belter, and the
board just keeps “spending, spending,
spending.” .

Cook said people can't afford to pay
educidtion texes which ere going to in-
crease by well over $100 here this year,
potnting to the fact he and many others
have either had lo renew their mortgoges
at higher rates or will be in the future. He
said he has telked to many other Acton clt-
{zens aboul education taxes [alely and peo-
ple wonder whal trustees are doing.
“Don't they atop end think” befere they
pass big budget increases? He noted the
education tax hike this year is higher than
the 1981 increase for education, region and
Halton Hills dombined.

He sces schools in Halton boarded up
and wonders why they haven't been sold
and asked why with declining enrolment
the board keeps hiring more stafl?

- Polnting to a former Acton Lrustee, Bert
Hinton, Cook said at feast that trustee

asked why Lhe board was spending so-

much and urged restraint.
Cook noted the triustees debated cutting
frae cookies and coffee for Lhe public, an

EASTER SPECIAL
SURF ‘N TURF FOR 2

4-2o0z Lobster Tails
2-40z Fillets

ALL FOR $1 1 .89

FREEZER FRENZY

8530101

12 MILL ST. W, ACTON

You are ciose to the deadline, but all is
not lost. The income tax specialists at
H & R Block can still help you prepare
your tax return. i youieave it for latar,
you may bein for quite a few problems.
Do it now and avoid the penalty. Cur
offices are open from3a.m. to6p.m.
Monday through Friday, 9to 1 p.m.

Saturday. We're here to halp.

THE INCOME TAX SPECIALISTS

TYAMIR St E, Acton

Open 530 s.m. 800 pom. Weelidays

3B
NO APPOINTMENT RECESSARY

approximate $5,000 expenditure, from the
budget and while il was &8 minor cost he
thought it should have been cut.

Beevor deiended lrustees stating they
worked very hard on the budgel and made
many, many cuts. He said the budget and
tax increase weren't treated ‘'casuslly”
and trustees were very .''responsible in
attacking'’ the budget. Severa) million dol-
lars were trimmed from the budget.

The Halton beard has a long tradition of
having one of thé lowest per pupil costs In
the province and over the past four years
tax hikes have been roughly 20 per cent an-
nually, below the inflation rate, Beevor
said.

Enrolments haven't declined to such an
extent that the board can get at fixed costs
very easily, yet 47 {ull-time teaching jobs
will disappear with this budget.

Salary increases to Halton teachers
haven'l been unreasonable, Beevor said;
when compared to wages in the public and
private seclors. He pointed next door to
Peel where per pupil costs are $600 higher.

Bruce sald Acton's small industrial base
is responsible for the high residential tax
hike here of 22.7 per cent, even higher than

the Halton average. She sald next door in

Peel there is a lot more industry so despite
higher costs {axes will only go up about 10
per cent. The high taxes was a sort of pen-
alty for having so much open space and
agricultural land in Halton.

She also complained about the province
cutting grants to the board by five per cent
this year, and Beevor noted if Halton had
received the same grant support this year
[rom Queen’'s Park the local tax increase
would have been six per cent lower. Halton
is penalized by the province, he explained,

becnuse there is o “percelved’” nssess-

ment wealth here. .

Bruce said $9.52 of education taxes per
house with the Hallon average of $7.000
assessment goes to expand the core
French program and $12.88 for special
education services. Beevor said he sup-
ports expanding special education, as ord-
ered by the province, but thinks Queen's
Park should pay more of the cost.
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THE PLACE TO SAVE!!

Replacement

“money for those few workdays..

Speaking as a parent and not a council-
lor, Grubbe complained about atl the days
students have off for teachers’ profession-
al development, time spent away [rom
class for activities like skating and [leld
trips to Mountsberg and the lack of emph-
asis on teaching basic skllls like spelling.
She said the concerns she was raising she
hears from many, many parents.

Grubbe also didn't like the lack of pro-
grams or poor programs at local schools
an days the rural buses are cancelled. She
sald sometimes the town students have
heen sent home early when the rural buses
don't run and she has taken to keeping her

‘son at home those dnys because it is point-

lesa tosend him to school. Both Beevor and
Bruce said Grubbe should send her child to
school and insist the principal provide o
program. Grubbe said often the program
is nothing more than sitting in the library
watching films. Miller said this isn't a new
problem, he's heard about it before.
Beevor said the average teacher wage i8
$27,000 for 200 school days a year. Cook
questioned if taxpayers and students were
getting fair value for the money when days
and things like skating are
included In those 200 days, He sald, a lot of
ple would like to make that kind 'of

Beevor said educators are nlways being
confronted with exaggerations about prob-
iems like poor spelling and it is true there
are children with dlfficulties but it isn't a

widespread ns people ry to say it is. How-

ever, Bruce countered that she taught in
Halton at one time and there was an era
when there was “relaxed ideas™ about Lhe
importance of teaching spelling, arith-
melic ete. She said her own kids are
“totten spellers”, but she belleves the
time when creativity [s more Important
than the fundamentals is coming to an end.

Miller asked why expensive gyms have
been added in recent years {o some small
schools and urged the board close more
small rural schools like Speyside and bus
students because it would be cheaper.

{Continued on page B5)
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BRING IN
YOUR
PLANS AND
IDEAS —
WE'LL HELP!

Visit OQur Showroom
Mon. ta Frl. 98

We Alxo install

INTERIOR DOORS
MAHOGANY
SLABS & BIFOLDS

A5, $Q95

RAS WwWHNETHEYLAST

WAREHOUSE GUTLET

71 MOUNTAINVIEW RD. N.
GEORGETOWN

Specialists . . . New or Replacement . . . SEE US for Wood Windows,
Picture Windows, Patio Doors, Entrance Doors, Aluminum Storm
Windows, Custom Made to Veasure Replacement Windows (Wood
or Vinyl Clad}, Extra Security Lock Sets and Weatherstripping.

THERMODOO

Top Quality
WOO0D F'AIII‘JB gHDIEEES

ATLASY YEAR

%449, = *489.
PRESENT STOCK ONLY — WHILE THEY LAST

WINDOWS and DOORS
FREE MEASURING SERVICE

* PATIO DOORS * ENTRANCE DOORS
« ALUM.STORM DOORS & WINDOWS
* AEPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

WE ALSO INSTALL

Annual Springtime Clearance
Warehouse Sale

Unclaimed Windows and Doors

Direct from Factory
Hundreds of Bargain Buys

STARTS APRIL 14
THE PLACE TO SAVE!!
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MEW BIGQERA

BETTER
EVERY

TUESDAY RIGHT

St. Mary’s

o 0000

TOWN OF HALTON HILLS

38 MAIN ST. SOUTH
HALTON MILLS IGECRGETOWN!

877-5185
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3100 evirry weaph Ol 70 M
barg wth 100 coneiswon
vy artk
Starting Tima 7:15
Regal Hall, Gueiph

For Trarsagror-da Son
Ol

Friday, April Sth, 1982 will be picked
up on Thursdey, Apel 8th, 1382,

Commercial refuse will be picked
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Celebrate Easter in a specilal way,
Joln us for...

Easter Brunch

11 a.m.to 2:30 p.m.

— GOOD FRIDAY
(April 9)

— SATURDAY
(April 10)

— EASTERSUNDAY
(April 11)

SPECIAL CASTER TREATSFOHR THE KIDS
FLUS MAQICIAN JAY SANKLEY WILL
ENTERTAIN 1210 2 QOOD FRIDAY

AND CASTER SUNDAY

CSOCY @SV 3D

« Dan't forgelt MONDAY (s SENIORS MIGHT.

WEDNESDAY is FAMILY FEUD NIGHT
and THURSDAY Is LADIES NIOHT

. *Live Enlertatnment in the Lounge
SATURDAY MIOGHT featuring

DMane Webster .
For Hugwgt.i[;ng : 2 ; ; 1 Dwrrg your wisl, eapkve our
S o19) B53-3440 i § iEenees
We are locatedin, .. UPHOLSTERED FYRMITURE » GWFT SHOP
o » LFATHER CRAFT DEFY. .
the olde .:_ A«
; - Complate da 9L\ N
H ide House 4 ensbigsbiont N _
AT T AR L. L o the pravnites at ;
— - o A
A Emntern Ave., Acton h a I.hlﬂﬂ-:rllh
10 WRr g earlie sof Taom i by the € ML ioaging “It's worth the drive o Acton'

BY. Bombers, Blousons, dnickers and Pants

Evaning

Thuraday

730 p.m.

ORANGEVILLE
RACEWAY

HARNESS RACING
*» POST TIMES »

Sunday
Aftermoon
- 1:30 p.m.
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SPRING

FASHIONS

Owr 30,000 sq fr boutiqua offers you
Canada’s most satsrsive and anciting
colisction of Maen's and Ladies’ Spring
Sveds and Leather appursd and acces-
sovign - Pantcoats, Sulta, Blazers. Bkins,

- priced
20-30% balow Toronw leveis.

For Eramply . . .
- Man's and Ladies’

MGSUEDEand
LAMBSUEDE BOMBERS

o Y09,

Another Exsrmply . . .
MUNDREDS of GENUMEE LEATHER

HANDBAGS o 9.95

SUEDE & LEATHER

ARG TOR-
CYCLE
LEATHERS
- Tog quakty -

- ¥t woleL i -
- Jethats, Pints

APRIL IS CANADIAN CANCER SOCIE
MONTH

PLEASE GIVE |




