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Merging fairs ridiculous

Since Halton Hills was born
in 1974 some pretty ridiculous
ideas have come down the pike,
but none more se than merging
the Georgetown and Acton fairs
and alternating the event be-
tween the two towns.

Despite its unpopularity, Hal-
ton Hills has in many areas pro-
ved beneficial to the residents
of the three former
municipalities. Some things
have been done which cnly a
municipal government the size
of Hailton Hills could have
accomplished. There have also
been some disappointments
connected with Halton Hulls,
but on balance it has been
successful.

Now the second tier of local
government, Halton region,
well that's another matter. It
hasn't been a success here or
anywhere else.

What is often forgotten is that
Halton Hills is a political unit,
nothing more and nothing less.

In recent years there have
been all sorts of organizations
and bodies launched, outside
the realm of local government,
under the name Haiton Hills
with the goal of operating in all
three areas of the municipaity.
~In most cases these organiza-
tions have been spawned from
Georgetown organizations and
the support comes almost total-
ly from Georgetown.

When littleé interest i1s shown
by Acton and area residents in
these groups' project, it 1s
invariably heard that the
backers can't believe Acton dis-
likes Georgetown that much.

There "are exceptions, | but
most people here don’t dislike
Georgetown or its people.

Georgetown people interpret
disinterest for dislike. They
miss the point. Acton is a
community unto itself. Tacking
the name Halton Hills in front
of something doesn't make it
Acton's too.

Many, outside Acton, suggest

we are all one town now. Well,
we aren’'t. We are one town now
as far as politics are concerned
and that's all. The politicians
say we are all one town, what
else could they say? As far as
spirit, communily awareness
etc., is concerned we aren’t one
town, and why should we be? In
the past year two local
organizations, Cancer and Red
Cross, have proved umbrella
Halton Hills organizations
encompassing efforts in both
urban areas just aren’t needed.
In many ways Acton can exist
on its own, without any help
from bigger Georgetown.

That brings us to the idea of
one member of the Georgetown
Fair Board who thinks the fairs
should be merged. She suggests
there are mutual benefits, but
admits her motive is to save a
failing Georgetown fair.

What earthiy purpose can
merging the outstanding Acton
fair with the weak Georgetown
event serve, except to give
Georgetown residents a great
fair in their town every two
years.

It's the people here who have
made the Acton.fair such a
tremendous success, second to
none in the province for a town
this size.

Maybe the person who sug-
gested this preposterous idea
thinks that by merging the fairs
the pecple here will help revive
the fair in Georgetown. She'd
likely discover people werk so
hard on the Jocal fair because it
is a community, the Acton
community not Halton Hills,
event,

She also says if you talk about
an .idea long enough it often
comes true, Right now the
merger idea is just that, her
talking and nobody listening. It
can only be hoped, for the
preservation of Acton’s identi-
ty, that she is wrong and simply
talking about something long
enough won’'t result in it

happening.

Outdoors

BY LORNE FLETCHER

ng with a good many other
anglers from the Aclon area, 1 have
my ice hut out on Lake Simcoe.

Even with all the cold weather the
ice conditions are not Lhe best,
approximately 10 inches, Canadian
that is.

One has lo watch lhe pressure
cracks, a wet ool has no place In
below zero weather.

So far fishing has been falr. There's
plenty of action, but no big fish.

Evidently some of the local
{lshermen atl Wiarton have lost many
of their ice huts on Colpoy Bay at
Oxenden. Fishing on Ice where the
main lake is not frozen over can be
very chancey busipess, large waves
and an offshore wind condition can
soon leave you wishing that you had a
paddle.

The Rainbow are hitting well at
Meaford, but Splake are not around as

Jerry Bredey, & muriclan Tlnlu.

of this date.

It geems the M.N.R. ia contemplat-
ing reintroducing a fishing licence In
the near future. This {s OK by me

the funds collected are ear-
marked for res and
not just another ripof the tax-
payer in order to put more money into
the government's general {unds.

Also if a licence {s introduced it
should be for women 23 well as men. It
just won't work any other way.

Members of the Steelheader and
Salmon Association should
take another look at whal their exec
utive is doing in regards to the Not-
tawasaga River. They are lobbying to
have the river o the whola year
around at a time when the fishing has
come (o a very low ebb. Just another
instance when commercial interests
push something for their own advant-
age with co care for the consequences.

Have {un In the snow. ;
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Former Acton resident Ab Tennant has
Pfeen named Georgetown Citizen- of the

ear,

Tennant is well known in Acton for his
chairmanship of the the Halton Hills
Hydro Commission, and the Georgetown
Hospital Board, among other community-
spirited projects.

+ o+ o+

And while on the topic of former Acton
residents, Harold Deedles (the spelling
may be incarrect, my source did not know
how to spell it), recently won $50,000. in &
Iottery draw recently,

Deedles owned the Dominion Hotel
many years before it burned down and is
now running the Loretto Hotel, near

Lefroy.
4

+ +

La Leche League of Acton has begun
another series of meetings. The second
meeting In the series, '"The Art of Breast-
feeding and Overcoming Difficulties™ will
be held on Monday, February 8 at 8 p.m: at
128 Elmore Drive In Acton.

Any women in the area who are in-
terested in information about breastfeed-
ing and meeling in informal discusaion
with other mothers are welcome to attend.
Nursing babies are very welcome to0.

Al library
eastfeeding and child care Ia
available also, For further information
call Sharon Dulf 856-9935 or Sandra Kenzle
8784732, :

+ o+ o+

There have been several requeats from
people in the area wanting more infor-
mation on Protect-Alert, a home securily
system for invallds, seniors or others who
may need medical assistance in a hurry.
The story was on the front page of last
week’'s Free Press, telling of one man's
happineas with the system.

+ + .

A warning lo parents of school age
children in thesa days of high snow banks,
Please remind your children of the
dangers of walking on the road, especially
when Lhey are so bundled up they may not
hear an oncoming car. Children should
also be taught not to walk on the snow-
banks, or alide down them towards the
road. All can be fatal habits,

And a warning to drivers also to be on
the lookout for children in the snow. No
matter whose fault an sccident Ls, it {s still
a difficult thing to shoulder for the rest of
your life.

+ + 4

of snow, 1 feally think
where credit is due. The

And s
credit should go

town's worka' staff should be commended

e,
working. Sure the end of my driveway
ugged, but so what. You can’t expect

of books on childbirth,

at the same time, but they sure have bee
trying the past weeks.
+ +
Jack McKerracher, 80, 128 Church
St., recently gave me the following
poem for publleation in this column, He
explaing it really hita home:
I'M FINE-I'MFINE
There's nothing whatever the matter
with me
I'm just as healthy as [ can be.
I have arthritls in both my knees.
And when I talk, I talk with a wheeze.
My pulse is weak and my blood is thin
But I'm awfully well for the shape that
I'm in. |
Arch supports ! have for my feel
Or I wouldn't be able to walk on the
street.
Sleep is denied me every night
And every morning I'm a sight.
My memory s failing and my head's in
a spin. :
I'm practically living on aspirin
But Fm awfully well {or the shape I'm
In.
The moral is, as this tale we unfold
That for you and me who are growing
old, .
It's better tosay “'I'm fine,"” with a grin
Than to let them know the shape we're
In r

How do I know my youth has been
spent?

Becsuse my get-up and go got up and
went,

But in apite of all that, I'm able to grin
“0Old age is golden," I've heard it said,
But sometimes I wonder as [ go to bed,
My ears in a drawer, my teeth in a cup,
My ei,'es on the able until I get up.
Ere sleep dima my eyes [ say to myself.
“Is there anything else [ should lay on
the shelf?"

But I'm happy to say as I close my eyes

—}l

Vic Bristow with the heart fund (lag.

Heart Fund campaign

My frlends are the same as in days gone

by,

iléen 1 was young my sllppers were

I could kick my heels right over my

head,

When 1 grew older my slippers were

blue

But I could still dance the whole night

through. i

Now I am ald, my slippers are black

iI:.awmk to the corner and puff my way
. ~back. .

The reason I know my youth has been

spent

My get-up-and-go has got up and went.

But I really don't mind when I think

with a grin o

;:]}i;ill the places my get-up-and-go has

I get up each morning and dust off my
wils,
I plck up the paper and read the obits,
l[!l.' m.:‘ly name 18 missing, I know ['m not
ed .

So 1 eat a good breakiast and go back to
bed.

wAuthor Unknown.
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MEANDERINGS
by Mabel Barkman
Valentine Holl

Nearly everyone likes a jelly roll and for
Valentine's Day why not make one and
decorate it to sult the occasion,

Just apread the roll with raspberry jam
and on top of this spread a whipped topping
of your cholce, Roll up lightly 20 as not to
crush the cream and then take a amall
strainer, put in some lcing sugar and sift it
over the roll.

You can cut off the crusty edges and eal
them yourself with a cup of coffee and then

the rest will disappear like magic at dinner

or a Valentine's party.

underway in February

February is Heart Month gscrosa
Canada and on Monday over 100
canvassers started thelr month-long
campaign in Acton.

Vic Bristow, chalrman of the local
campaign, has set a goal of $4,500 this
year, the same [igure they fell $200
short of last yesar.

Canvassers will be out to all homes
in town, while Bristow himaself will be
doing the industrial and commercial
CANVASS.

Boxes of roses have been placed in
stores and bDusinesses for contri-
butions also.

Most of the money, Eristow, says,

goes for heart research, l.e. pace
makers, drugs to prevent second
attacks, development of new surgical
, elc. |

With a national target figure sef at
$11 million, Bristow hopes Acton can
play a good part in raising that
amount.

In memoriam donations can be

made through Bristow, throughout the
year, as well as at Acton Home

Last year his canvassers ralsed the
most ever in Acton In his seven years
as chalrman. Bristow hopes (o see thia
year's figures surpass 1981,

10 years ago

February 2,1972

Waves of implsh delight rolled acroas
Canada this week when il was apnounced -
Acton had formally made a bid for the 1§74
Grey Cup football game in (he teeth of
tough competition from cllles such as
Toronto, Ottawa and Hamilten. Canadian
football commissioner Jake Gaudaur an-
nouniced Friday that Acton had made Lhe
bid for the game and the brief was one of
the best offered so far.

People with $5,000 a yecar incomes will
goonn be able to buy three bedroom
townhouses in Acton for $17,400 and $900
down. Alteo Construction announced this
week constructlon will start on the firat

of their 140 home subdivis{on (o be
own 85 Kingham HIl| Estates in approx-
{mately two weeks,

There will be at least ihree men seeking
the Halton Conservative ticket to chal-
lenge Liberal MP Rud Whiting for his seat
in Ottawa. Terry O'Connor, 31, of Ogkville,
Bert Hintop, 59, of Acton, and Jim Mulr,
36, of Oakville have declared themselves

- candidates.

New for Acton ls a travel service and
Ted Tyler Jr. is filling the blank in the
town's business with a modest starl as an
agent .lhis week.

20 years ago

February 1, 1962

First meeting of 1962 for the planning
board was held in the council chambers
last Thursdoy - evening. Hilton Elliott,
serving his third year of the three year
term was named chalrman for the second
year. Vice chairman |s Ken Hardman, for-
mer chairman of the committee of adjust-
ment. New members of the board appolnt-
ed by council are Alde Bralda, Syd Lamb,
Ken Hardman and Bert Hinton. Council's
representatives who were appolnted to the |

~ board last year are Frank Prouse, and

Ham Peal. Jack McGeachle s secrelary-
treasurer. :

Traditional- dish, haggls was plped in
Saturday evening when Acton Scoltish
Dance Club members and gueals honered
the Immortal Bard, Robble Burns,

50 years ago

- January 28, 1832

A surprise party vas held at the home of
Mr. and Mra. Willlam Hall on Monday
night on the occasion of Mrs. Hall's birth-
day. The evening was spenl ln games and
contests and dancing. A dalnty Jlunch was
served. Mra. H.S. Wlson and Mra, G.
Mann were awarded [first prizes for high
lady and-gent. The consolation went to -
Dora Denny and Bob Hall,

Miss Helen Shea, of Toronto, vieited at
the home of Mr. and Mras. William Mlddle-
ton for a few days.

Mrs. R.L. Davidson spent the weekend
with her f{rlend Mrs. Joe Thompsen of
Guelph. :

75 years ago

Fﬂbml ry 1. 1807
Reeve Swackhamer has received sam-
ples of signs which could indlcate the
names of all Acton streeta, The deslgn is a
plain gothlc blue enamelled lefler on white
enamelled steel, and is quite atiractive.

. Al the streets can be supplied with these.

slgns at & cost of less than $30.

The assesament shows Lhe population of
Acton 1705, Oakville 1881, Milton 1435,
Georgetown 1322, Burlington 1400. Oak-
‘ville loses hundreds of people when the
autumn comes each year, but Acton's [san
all-the-year round populatlion. Acton has in
addition some 130 persons in Beardmore
Crescent. The Georgetown Herald com-
ments ‘‘The Beardmores are doing great
things for Acton, and, il reports are true,
they are only at the commencement of
great things that are now in prospect.”

Thomas Lynch, the (irst male child born
in Guelph, dled in Toronto at- the age of 79
Years. .

100 years ago

. February §, 1882

The young folks of Rockwood being
deslrous of gelting up a dance, and feeling,
we presume, rather eshamed to call il by
its right name, concelved the idea of an-
nouncing a Winter Plcnic. The “break
down'' look place on Friday svening and
under the disguise the Jads and lasses say
they enjoyed themselves.

Messrs. Christie and Henderson have
surveyed their property on Bower Ave.
and Willow St, into village lots. The new
street to run from Bower Ave. to the pond
will be called Alice and the alley to run al-
ong Lhe rear of Lhe lols Accommodalion.

The second lot of tenders for the town
hall were opened, but each was higher
than the amount at the of council.
The srchitect is again obliged to curtail,

A large number of young foik gathered
at Mat Hall for o socla) ev with
Messrs. D.C. Lawson and G.C. Clark who
intend leaving for Rockwood Acsdemy.
The evenlng was pleasanily spenl in

and socisl amusements.

The Cordovan Tannery now employs 23
hands and expects before long to employ
30.




