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Great strides made in

police-community relations

Great strides were made last
year in improving police-
community relations in Acton
because efforts were made by
both sides.

There's no reason attitudes
and relations won't improve
further this year too.

In late 1980 tensions between
the police and citizens, long
simmering away, finally came
to a boil when local business-
man Lorne Doberthien went
public with a long list of com-
plaints and criticism, com-
plaints and criticisms which
had cropped up in previous let-
ters to this newspaper from
citizens as well as verbalized
frequently by residents.

After a period of understand-
able defensiveness, the force
took steps to solve its image
problem here.

Chief James Harding invited
politicians and businessmen to
headquarters in Qakville for a
tour and explanation of
regional police operations.

Then he announced that for'

all of 1981 the same 12 officers
would patro! in Acten and try
* and get to know the town.

The police topped off their
campaign with an open house
at the Legion and Acton re-
sponded admirably, over 230
citizens dropped by to meet the
“dirty dozen'’ and force brass.

The foundatiens of improved
relations were laid, but it was
up to the 12 officers and citizens
to keep things going.

All indications are both sides
succeeded in building strongly
on the new feelings fostered by
the open house.

Harding calls 1981 a
“community success story.”
He believes relations between
the police and community have
greatly improved based on the
fact complaints have plummet-
ted. The north Halton police
boss Matt MacPherson and
Doberthien agree,

Qur reading of the situation is
the same. Letters have dropped
off drasticaily and calls to the
newsroom about police service
have been rare,

It's common to see officers
walking the streets now and
chatting with residents. Resid-
ents can't say they don't know
the force's face in town any-
more; except for a few excep-
tions the same officers have
been in the cruisers and on the
streets all year.

An officer was assaulted
downtown last summer by
three youths and citizens came
to his rescue. Police thank
citizen tips for helping them
solve more crimes past
year,

This isn't to say everyone is
happy. We've heard a few sug-
gestions that the police haven't
improved. Some still expect the
officers can- do something
significant about speeding on
residential streets when there
are only two men per shift in
town. There have been some
complaints, even justifiable on
occasion, of police in-
vestigative procedures, Re-
cently an officer was close by
when a burglary was commit-
ted downtown and missed

‘catching the culprits.

But overall the situation has
improved greatly, complainis
have been few.

And things can get better,
especially if the force receives
the funds from the region the
Chief is looking for over the
next few years for things like
extra men so there can be more
than two men here per shift and
the local station can be kept
open longer each day.

However, even if funds aren’t
forthcoming as quickly as the
police and community would
like, the situation can be fur-
ther improved.

The planned open house this

year and visits to town by the

Chief and other brass will con-
tinue to give Acton the
opportunity to be heard by the
force.
- Communication shouldn’t be
something which takes place
just when there is a problem.
Communication- won't halt
the rise in crime, but it can put
a dent in the problem.

(Our réaders writé J

What do councillors
consider clean streets/?

Dear Sir:

I don't know what the councillota
consider clean?
1 was in downtown Acton, every day
last week and our streets were still not
cleared.

So, on Friday i called Mr. Knechiel
and Mra. Grubbe and as far as Mr.
Knechiel was concerned the roads were
not bad &t all, he said he had been
downtown and {slked to the merchanis
and zaid they had nothing to say about
the sireeis. _

You must have been in another lown
Ar. Knechtel becsuse all the mer
chants were really upset about the st-
reeis

You sald my previcus lefler was

uncalled for because your colleague

had tzlked to me several timea. [ hate

to inform you we e twice. I called

Mrs. Grubbe and called me so the
times were twice. ]

Then 1 called Mys. Grubbe the same
day Friday, that I called you. 1 still get
the same old story we have Lo walt until
etc, elc. elc.

I have been calling about my

-driveway for 24 yrs. and what do |
get(?), we are finishing a job In
Georgetown, when we get it finished we
will come and see the problem but it
never happens. ~

Qur taxes are up, our hydro's up,
water and sewage up and we are not
getting what we should get for them.

We are told they have to wait for a
heavy snowfall before they can act. |
wonder what would ha if our Drs.
did the same thing w they are
operating on someone, stand back and
wait for sommething to happen.

I don’t think that I really am going to
get anywhere with this, tut maybe this
will get some people thinking.

1 must thank Mr. Richardson’s office
for the {est reply to my Jetter about my
coat being torn whea I fell on ice, but
;Emmmmimtmymtn

We, lht;puple 11: Acton, are not
Against people in Georgetown.
But we Acton folks would like a littla
attention for our mobey.
Anita Ockenden
84 Churchill Rd.

“Real people” of Acton

must save town

Your January 8 isgue mentions 100
years aga today “council accepled Lhe
plans for the town hall.”

Who knows how rmany moaths or even
yoars ihat council over such a
commitment. No doubd some of those
counciliors had the necensary drive and
vision to give Acton one of the (lnest

hall

buildings of its kind which has sexrved

us well (or & full century.
Extinction meams “gooe forever’

and unless some of Acioa's roal
mmu right npow we will
& property we could never re-
place. : .
Paul Detlor,
107 Chaarch SLE.

I AGREE
WHOLEHEARTEDLY,
RADEQUATE

MANY OF THE
geGT THINGS
IN LIFE
CANNOT BE

BOUGHT WITH
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| congratulations on your ret

ks
Ed Fooltit was recently guest of
honor at a birthday and retirement

turned 85 on January 10, and will
be through work at Beardmore next
week alter more than 44 years of ser-
vice.

Some 45 people allended the party.

A belated heppy hi:thdaL and

ment.
+ +  +

Five new familiea were welcomed
into town recently by the Welcome
Wagon,

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Hellam have
moved here from Huntsville, and Mr,
and Mrs. Marcus Hunt and young son
have made their home here from
Victoria. Mr. and Mrs. John Dowdell
come from Kitchener, and Mr. and
Mrs. Brian Lewis and daughter, and
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Foster and two
children all have moved here from
Bramplon, _

+ ' -+

gh it is the middle of
January, Santa Claus is stili in
touch with the Free Press, He called me
lnat week to say how pleased he was lo
recsive in the mail aiter Christmas. [t
was a ¢ard from Amy Jowett, of Acton,
thanking him for all the giils he gaye
her, :

Sants says he recelved lots of letters
from youngsters telling him what to
bring but very rarely thanking him.

It is little children like Amy who
rmake his hard job worthwhile.

+ + o+
Roland Helght br t in an old

- school text book recently. He peceived

an entire box full of them from Vern
McQuade, who found the books under
tha floor in the atllc,

Some of the books belonged to Ber-
niece Bracken (now Robinson) who,
along with ber husband Stan, sold the
farm McQuade lives on, some 20 years
ago. Some of the books belonged to her
husband, while others belonged to
friends.

Some of the books are: The New

L g
‘b‘r'

tury Book of Facts; History of
England; The Ontario Readers; and a
Latin Book.

There are many loose plecea of paper -

allpred into the beoks, some of them
chviously notes that had been passed
from student to student without the
teacher's knowledge. :

One of the books belonged to Mable
Jenniila MecGregor, RR 1 Acton. She
attended Acton Continuation School,
One of the papers [n her text book had
the school song writlen oul.

Does anyone remember it?

Here's to good old Acton
A.CS, A.CS.

Chorus

Breathes of victory, victory

Breathes of victory, victory

Brave boys and maidens

And grangd old tales and legends
A.C.S. Is quite unique

The crowning glory of Truth
Education through each week
Encircling the sparkling youth
V-i-c-t-o-1-y, vei-c-l-0-r-¥y

V-l-c-t-o-r-y the motto of ACS

Here's Lo good old third form

A.CS ACS. |

Here's to a good old third form
Friendships, mirth and memorles
Warm

ACS ACS. ACS, third form
Here's to second form

A.C.S. ACS.

Here's to second form
A.CS ACS.

Here's o second form

With wisdom, laughter and hallstorms
A.CS. ACS. ACS. great form
Here's to the Freshies

A.CS5. ACS.

Here's to the Freshles

ACS. ACS.

Here's to the Freshles

With high hopes and all thelr follies
A.CS. ACS. ACS. Freshles

The books aren't in the greatest of sh-

ape, but are readable. Tha second
printing of some of the books was in
1922. :

+ + +

A local jogger is very concerned
about the lack of snow shovelllng of Ac-
ton sidewalks, especially in the area of
Knox Ave,

He was out jogging recently, after a
heavy snowstorm, and saw an elderly
lady walking along the roadway, be-
cause there was too much snow on the
sidewalk. She slipped and fell, putling

§
i

-~ LA
7
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herself in danger of being hit by a car.

The kind jogger catried the lady
home and to safety.

+ + +

500 Club winners for the past several
weeks are: December 28, 31 Ed Rivelt,
437 Guldo DeKline; Jan 2, 474 Danny
McGllloway, 490 John Weldon; January
9, 85, Shirley Broostad, 446 Bill Fields;
January 16, 228 Ed McMillan, 230 Bev
Landriault.

+

+ +
Terry Grubbe was the lucky winner
of a $100 shopping spree at Phylnor
Fashions, the prize in the Christmas
draw of the XI Epsilon Chl Sororiety.
+ +
* The Georgetown Fireflles, an
organized group of campers, had a busy
Christmas season. Acton residents
Joan and Murray Harrison are the
presidents of the club, with many other
Actonians involved. ,
Anyone interested in joining can call
Murray al 833-1177.
+ + +
., MEANDERINGS
" by Mabel Barkiman
Magnets
One of the handiest things I bought In
Denmark a few years ago was & gadget
you altach to the wall near the sink
which has a magnet In it. You press &
lece of metal that resembles a pop
tle top (In fact you could use one of
these) into the soap and It hangs in the
air ard never 8 up the sink. It is
extremely handy in the kitchen.
One of my sons is forever laking
magnets out of and I put them to
-use, One holds pot holders on my
woodstove and another 1s In the side of
my fridge where 1 place the scissors, |
am never it a loas to find my scissors

now.

I found a delightful toy for my grand-
son thsat is also a magnet. It 5 an alr-
plane and you can put it on the side of a
fridge or anything that is metal and it
rolls down and then slides across the
floor. It can park in some of the queer-
esl places.

Years ago when my youngesat child
was ha 1 therapy, she was
fascinated by the magnets the therapist
had for the children to play with. The
alphabet can be bmghtinwt form
and children can learn to & words

‘on the fridge clese to Mother's super-
visjon.

And I suppose most people have ljttle
magnets on the fridge in various shapes
for decoration or under which to insert
a nota for & member of the family. |
would say that the use of magneis in a
household s endless.

| Outdo or S BYLORNE FLETCHER

time for lce fishing. Ice hut operalors
have ihelr huts out in force on Lake
Simcoe. Reporis are thal Lake Trout,
White fish and Blue Back Herring are
hitting well.
Every
forgel lo
the larger lakes many huls are miles
from shore, whiteouts sre frequent on
windy days and believe me one can be-
come disariented very quickly.
ice hut operators have no betler

o along a good compass. On -

judgement of conditions than you or me
and usually operate by the seat of thelir
pants and good luck.

Usually one may rent the basics in
tackle to be used, however, most of the
tackle {s hexvy and rather crudely made
to withstand rough usage.

If you are a novice to the sport you sh-

who i3 an avid

An ice auger or ice

ition If one likes to walk away from the
hut and try new areas. This equipment is
a pecessily il one is {lshing on open lakes
such as Bay where there are
few huls ava e.

Reports are there is good waler
fishing for Pickerell and Ral Trout
at the mouth of the Thamea River near
the hydro station. Warm water from the
hydro station apparently makes for good

f.'hackm i regulstions for ice
or
s are closed this

, BOIe

year due to over {ishing.

We have wonderful new visitors to our

bird feeders in this cold weather, Card-

inals and Grossbe~ka, pius the usual
ele, are at the feeder, A small

amount of feed pays t

Don't forget to feed the birds.

- man;
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10 years ago

- Juncary 19, 1972

Discovery by federal planpers that the
Orangeville district would not be a suitable
site for the new Toronlo . Inter-
national Airport has agsin focussed at-
tention on Acton and district as the
preferred site for the new facility.

Mayor Les Duby's suggestion that
Acton's antique councll chambers in the
town hall were long overdue for renov-
ations received almost instant response.

Acton’s 1974 centennial may be a long
way off but for hucksler Jack Carpenter
a his centenninl commission, an
unorthodox group assembled to promole
the town's 100th birthday, it belps to
receive municipal approval—even if il is
only in principle. g 1

Mr. and Mrs. Willlam Varcoe marked 50
years of married life at a celebration last -
Saturday at Brookyllle Hail. They have
lived it Rockwood for 28 years. .

EDITORIAL—We have to go along with
the Fergus News-Record which editorially
called the rise of {irst claas letter rates to
eight cents on January 1 as being pey-
chologically ill-timed.

20 years ago

January 18, 1082

Randy Daly, 16-year-old grade 10 high
school student brought honors to his school
Monday evening when he placed first in
the Regional Publlc speaking contest in
Guelph. L

During  Acton Hydro Commission’s
inaugrual meeting Thursday evening
January 11, Gordon Beatlly was returned
for another term as chalrman. Appointed
vicechairman was E.G. Tyler, Sr., a
veteran of the former public utilities
commission and hydro commisaion,

New executive of Acton Curling club:
Jack Ridley is president; Jim Hibbitt, vice -
president; Jim [Ingles, secretary; J.
Cutting, treasurer; Alex Zbeetnofl; by-
laws and conatitution committee chair
Vic Patrick, draws commiltee
chairman with Ivan Kilbey, CU{l Bradley
and Mrs. H. Holmes; Ted Tyler Sr., soclal
and refreshment committee convener with
Charlle Kirkness, Mrs. Lois McKenzie,

- Mrs. Frank Van Wyck, Mel Jordan and

Jim Graham; Frank Van Wyck is mem-
bershlp convener with Bruce Shoemaker
and Mel Blow. Bill Coon is property
chairman with George Cooper, Andy
Nolan apd Johnny Krapek,

B0 years ago

January k4, 1832

The council elect for the Townahip of
Esquesing for the ysar 1932 met at 11
o'clock a.m. on Monday and having sub-
scribed to the oath of offlce took thelr seals
as follows: George Currie, Reeve, W.G.
Appelbe, deputy reeve; L.L. Mullln,
Wesley Murray and N.A. Robinson,
councillors.

Two sales of farm perties are re-
ported this week by R.J. Kerr, real estale
agency. The farm end ils complete stock
and equipment of Johnastone and Co,
known &5 Lakeview Farm has been sold 1o
Mr. C.W. Nelles and son of Toronto. The
farm at lot 22, concesslon 1 in Esquesi
township has been sold lo Mr. A.E. Ha _
of Weston. It would appear that the move-
ment from the city back to the land had
actually commenced.

Mrs. R. Bennett and Miss Minnie 2.
Bennett spent New Year's Day at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Bennett, George-
{own. :

75 years ago

Janugary 17,1907

There will be held in the Town Hall next
Tuesday evening under the auspices of the
ladies of St. Alban's church, a apinaters’
ten and the young ladies will enforce rules
which wil) require al] the wits of the young
men (o cbaerve. For instance, any gentle-
man found taking tez with his right hand
will be fined five cents.

The annual meeting of Acton Cornet
Band was held in Matthews Hall. Heavy
expenditures for the past year included #45
for pulting up & new bandstand from which
to give free concerts during the summer.
‘The annual grant from the town [a $25. A
vote of Lhanks was tendered to bandmaster
C.W. Mason.

" Nofear of fallure of the ice crop Lhis ses-

100 years ago

Janoary 19, 1582

Two of the counc who were elected
have declined Lo take oifice. The two cand-
idates who stood next also declined. A new
election will be red. Our municl
matters are in ra o badly m
condillon.

At the last meeling of Guelph cily
council, $10 each was granted the reporter
of the Herald and Mercury for reporting
council meet during the year.

A tramp, U the influence of :
fell off the G.T.R. bridge at Rockwood snd
was killed.

We would like Lo pee more honest men,
more handsome women, more Aclon
damsels who do not “ * their halr,
more people with sufficient [-unlllgeme to
read and appreciste 'the papers and be
more prompt in paying the printer,




