4 ~ The Acton Froe F:ess, Wednesday, Doc. 30, 1881

The Acton
TELEPHONE 1518) 853-2010

Buginoss and Editorial OHice

Free Press

Founded In 1575

Published every Wednesday by Matroland Priating & Publishing Ltd. ot B3 Wiliow Streat,
Acten, Unterio, L7J 2M2, Tolophona (515) 853-2010. Subscriptions: Singlo copies 256
each, $13.00 par yoor in Canada, $30.00in all countries other thot Cenada.

“Tho Acton Froo Press ls ono of tho Meioland Printing £ Publishing Lid. group of
suburban nowspopers which Includes Ajax/Whiby/Pickering Nows ﬁ.ldvnmur, Aurora
Bannor/ Newmarkot Era, Aurors Banner/Newmarket Era Weoekend Ediien, Tho Bohon
Emterprise, Brampton Guardiar, The Burlington Post, The Butlington Weckond Fost, The
Elobicoks Advertiser/Guardian, Tha Etobicoke Consumer, Tha Geargetown Indupandent,
Markham /Thorohill Economist and Sun, The Milton Chamgion, Tha Mississaugoe Nows,
The Mississauga Nows Weokond Editen, Tha Nonh Yotk Congumer, Tha Narth """ﬂ'll‘
Mitros, Oakyille Boaver. Ookvile Friday Bpaver, Oshawa This Woeok, Oshawa Tha
Weekend, Peel Consumer, Tha Rlehmond Hill/ Thornhill Liberad, Thlu Scarberough
Consumar, The Scarborough Mitrar, Tha Stouthville Tribune, Tho Woodbridga & Vaughan

Mows."”

Don McDonald, Publisher

Second class mail regisiration Number 0515.

Adwventising is accepied on the condition that. in the event of typographical enor, thet
portlon of the advertising speco occupied by the érronaous itom, together with reasonabla
allowsnce for signature will noy be charged for but the balance of the adventissment will bo
paid for at tha epplicable rato. [n the ovent of 8 typographical errot adventising goods or
BOrVICES a1 8 wiong prica. goods or sérvices may nol be sold. Advertising in meroly an offer
10 &all, and may be withdrewn at any tima.

Membor of The Cenadian Community Nowspaper - Asapclation, snd Tha Ontario
Community Newspapor Association.

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT

Editor: Gord Murray

MNeowa Editor; Halan Murray

Sporta: Dave Dorken

Contributor: Jeanlfar Berr
Parkroom: Peter Mills

ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT

Meanager: Bill Cook

Salasz: Jennifer Borr

Classiliad Advertising: Carolyn Artom

Mational Advertising Soles Rep: Can Foyntr (416} 363-1051

BUSINESS/ACCOUNTING OFFICE

Offica Manager: Nhona Tharnhill, Marylin McArthur

CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT
Mzaneger: Marylin McArthur

ﬂmmﬂ € OMag %
an b uﬂf},{'

A

Acton councillors come
out on short end of stick

1981 will be a year Acton’s
three councillors, Dave
Whiting, Ross Knechtel and
Terry Grubbe won’t soon
forget.

It might be best described as
so close, yet so far,

To be sure there were minor
triumphs around the council
table for all three on dozens of
issues and problems brought to
their attention by constitutents.

But on the two issues they
battled longest and hardest to
see passed they came out on
the short end, a very short end,
of the stick.

Those two issues were, of
course, property tax reform
through Section 86 of the
provincial Assessment Act and
municipal restoration of the
town hall,

But, they should take solace
in the fact that while they
began on both fronts as voices
crying in the wilderness they
wound up being able to per-
suade three of their colleagues
from other wards over to their
points of view.

After Knechtel and his in-
vestigation committee came in
with a neutral report on Section
86 the ward one trio began lob-
bying for support for tax
reform through Section 86. Dur-
ing a span of a few months,
while council delayed the volte

- repeatedly, -they- campaigned

for their view, When thé vbte
finally. came their motion lost
on a tie vole, six to six. Esques-
ing’s Pam Sheldon was absent,
though she indicated later she
would have been opposed.

it was the same result on the

town hall. The Acton coun-
cillors lost by a single vote, 7-6,

‘though they had convinced two

Georgetown councillors and the’
mayor to back their position,

In neither case was their
stand easy to take, or univer-
sally popular in Acton.

They had to vote their gut
feeling, their personal view,
their conscience., There were
many citizens for and against
Section 86 and the same was
true of the town hall. On both
issues theirs were persuasive,
yet conflicting, arguments
from their constituents.

They could hardly be ex-
pected to simply parrot the
community view because there
was no consensus. They were
forced to weigh the pros and
cons and make their own deci-
sions, something we expect of
our elected officials.

So, while they were un-
doubtedly disappointed by the
outcome of both battles they
can take comfort from the fact
they learned something and

TXNOW ITS A

DIRTY JoB, BUT
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TO0 DO | T/

proved something.

Acton will never be able to
exert its will at council by force
of numbers.

But the councillors did
discover that with effective
well prepared presentations at
council, and laborious behind
the scenes lobbying with their
colleagues, Acton’s infiuence«~
can be felt. A

While they won't get another
chance at the town hall issue,
the Section 86 cause will live
another day, maybe even this
year, and maybe that time
around they’il prevail,

Clergy Comment

by Pastor Jean Siairs |

“Be not afraid; for behold, 1 bring
you good news of a great joy which
will come to all the people.” (Luke
2.10})

We live [n a ve? sophisticated
age. Our world is advancing scient-
ifically and technologically at a pace
which is faster than the average
human being is capable of keeping
up with,

Advances have been madeé in all
areas of life. Rather than playing
“hide and seck’, children spend
hours upon end with electronic and
video compuler games. Television

docurnentaries describe 12-year-old .

children who, by playing on their
computers at home, can pateh into
computer systems of major banks
and companies and withdraw lerge
sums of money,

Medical rescarch has ennbled us
to extend the length of normal life
expectancy. Recent strides In fields
such as genelle engineering preduce
debate over the moral ethles in
volved in predetermnining the breed
of people who could make up our
future world, This year we have seen
a new escalation of the arms race,
the declsion to deLRIu:.r the peutron
bomb and hints of the Posslhllit;;-' of &
“limited nuclear war™.

Sclentists used to say, “Glve us
time and we'll bulld the world.”
Now, realizing that technology Is

-spinning out of control, sclentists are
saying, “‘Give us time so we can

keep ourselves from desiroying the

world." Our world s caught in a web
of its own apinning, and it in & very
sophisticated webd indeed.

n the midat of that sophisticaled
web, perhapa we can be reminded of
thefact that Christmas is hopeful. In
spite of all the world's endless
apinning, we can live out the
Christmas season and all our days
remembering that God pever
(ergets us, God knows the state of
our world and Ha cares about ji.

God has always cared for our
world. Sometimes we wish God
would demonstrate that care by

removing the “splaning web™ and
Ufting us out of our helpless and

seemingly hopeleas situation.

But, instead, God demonstrates
His care by coming into the midst of
it and sharing It with us. Over two
thousand years age, God cared
enough to provide the birth of a
child, His own Son, who became tho
Baylor of the world. Thia child was a
vulnerable lon of just how
much God does love us,

The message of Bethlehem is
clearly that God 1s with us. Unmis-
tekably God has revealed his com-

{on for our world situation and

declared in His coming to us that
He will be our constant companion.
Even in the apparent hopelessness
of our ege, the message of Christ-
mas js that we ¢an be hopeful.

“Be not afrald,” for God in Jesus
Christ has declared: *I couldn't
care more''.

Life in a wheelchair

{Submiited by Mary Daigle)

Author Unknown

S0 few care for those in a wheelchalr
Who elt at the boltom of the darn stalr
And wonder how to get up there

#Certainly not, in this old wheelchalr™

Today the vislting hockey team came,
we'd like o go to see the game,
But we must stay home, the' it's a

shame,
They forgot to hulld the ramp again)

. The chureh, the bank, and even the
store, :
We can't get in, there's a atep at the

door,
- Agross the street |s the barber, Herb,
We tr':an’l get a halreut, no ramp at the
curb.

Eflepﬂt Office too, we'd feel much
r

If we could get in to mall a leiter
And pick up our mafl or buy a stamp,
But we can't get In, there is no ramp.

T;: enter the coflee shop's a mighty big
cliore,
‘The step’s even worse than the one at
tha store, '
Sad;lma at the door our coffee-break
ends -

Thoonly way in, is with help from some
{riends.

So dovmn the street we'll merrily go,

I guess we'll just tzke in the show

Aut when we get there, we [ind In
despair, |
Yes, you guessed it - another big stair]
a.m:lir when we come to the great golden
ata ‘

We'll alt and gaze nwnl}:mup there,

We'll never make |t, we know very well,
g\guwa‘li just give up, and roll down to
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Best wishes and good luck go out to
St. Joseph's Separate School Leacher
Sharon Brodiey who Is hea next
moath to South Africa en miss

work.

- Sharon, who is In her third year'In
Aclon, has signed up for two years with
VICS (Volunteers in Christian Service).
She flnished her teaching job in Acton
last week and heads to Africa on Jan-
Uary 5. -

+ 4+

Farewell is also extended to Jenny
Nunan, Acton Rotary exchaoge student
from Ausiralla. Jenny left today for
home, but will be apending a few days
in Kamloops, British Columbia with an
aunt and uncle and then a few days in

San Fransico before nclually getting -

nome. She's been in Canada a grur, liv-
ing with Terry and Ken Gru

and Lynda Nellis, Doug and Janice
Fread and Jack and Anlta Meinen.

A slory in this pag;:l' last week sald
Jenny was disappointed by the shortage
of ancw since her arrival last January.
There was only a skiff of snow on the

ounhd when Jenny sald that. [ hope she
8 saliafled now.

Best wishes to Jenny in her future. .

+ + 4
ise¢ Acton's shortest street, Burbank
St. In Lakeview subdivision, finally has
n street sign so everyone can f{ind It,
Seems everyone was having trouble
finding it except the tax assessor,

" AR Sl ;
Dave and Heather Whiting: George

and Sue Paulsen: and Keith and Jone
Smifey: (ravelled to Sudbiry recently
for the wedding of former Acton base-
ball Dglarer Rob Cameron,
Rob played Condo ball for three years
Ee:re, communting from Brampion teo
0 80, :

~ He married Betty Flesh and will live

in Fort McMurray, Alberta.
+ 4+
Rosemary
daughter Betty Ferguson and family,

and son George Cook, all in Whitecourt
Alberta, Alsc on the same flight was

-Acton resldent- Don Ryder who visited

his son Dayld and family in Edmonton.

George Cook 1a readying for a month-
long atay In Saudi Arabla in the new
year a3 he stands In for another oll

company employee who is coming
home for a visit,

+ 4+ 4+
Hollday visitors this week with Terry
and Ken Grubbe and son Kevin are
Terry's parents Mr. and Mrs. H.W.,
Jackson from Sarmla,
+ + +
Unlversily and coliege students are

ming home for the holidays, Janice

nhill Is home {rom school in Peter-
borough end Laourie Plerce is home
from North Bay. Sister Julle is home
from Thunder Bay. -
wancy Shoemaker Is home from her
nursing post In northern Ontarlo and
Rick Rocher, now n teacher in La Pas,
Manitoba, 1s spen the helidays with
Acton family and friends,
Steven Dllls, grandsen of Mr. and

~ Mrs. Hilton Elliott, Bower Ave., mada

it home frem Drayton Valley, Alberta,

be, Rae.

+ .
- Cook, of Churchill Rd,,
headed weqt for Christmas to vis{t with

} Leavell .

|

- was the

for Christmas to viait with his parents
Jim and Shirley Dills, Milton. Steven |s
well known in Acton, and Is a news

. paper publisber In Joe Clark's home
riding.

Know of anyone else home for
Christinas, Let me know. There are
others who might be interested,

+ 4+ +
Mrs. Eva Murdoch, RR 5, George

" town was the lucky winner of o gas

.barl;eéuq.'m_a draw hELIId by the newly
Coun Genteman *propane
Eh‘ﬂmﬂlgt}gn}'?mtufm.
' + +  +
Acton fireflghters recently held a
Christmas Day for Firecrackers. First
prize of five {irecrackers went to Brian
Amphiett, RR 2, Rockwood. Don
Matthews, 127 Mill St. W., won second
prize of four, and Bert Fowler, Acton
took third prize, three firecrackers.
Debbie Lithgow, Weston, won two fire
crackers, which was fourth prize, nnd
winning fifth prize—one f{irecracker
was Geofi Alcorn, London,
+ 4+
Guelph General Hospital reports no
Cliriatmas bablea 8 year. Even
though there were Acton bables born
December 22, the hoapital doean't con-

gider them Christmas babies.

+ +

Santa Claus made an early a r-
ance in town last week and could be
seen walking the streets of Lakeview
subdivislon Wednesday ni
has it he was seen also in the Glenlea
subdlivision.

+  + 4+

Sanla was very good to me this
Christmas, but the best gift of all wasn't
even to me, but to Gord. It was i photo-
graph album full of pictures of me as 1
was growing up. parents spent
hours putting It together,

Included in it are class plehures from
my school days. What fun that
was locking at all m
Collingwood and wondering what they
are doing now. Some are living as
close as Guelph and Brampton, while
others are out west, or jfust lost and out
of touch,
of those kllled in car accidents, or those

now in jail or some other leas fortunate -

future, But for the most part, good

memories came flowlng back.
Oneitem in the book I had never seen

bafore, nurudjd I even knniuw uhﬂzgtﬁg.l:;

was a small nowspaper clipp

August 24, but [ dﬂn'feknnw what year,

It had p plcture of my father, in hia

youth, and a story explainieg ho had
been wounded in France, in World War
11 end was now in London hospital. The
article made me realize how lucky we
are in 1481 at the Free Presas not o haove
to write stories about home town boys
belng shot or killed while fHghtlng for
the oms we havo gpll taken for
geanted.

But as much ax I love the clothes I
got, and the books, and the boats, and
all the other goodies, T will always
treagure that photo album the most. It
act present. Although it haa

1ded Gord and & {few friends with a
ot of la at gpelng plclures of me
while in high school or younger, it la m
good testimeny to what I consider has
been a not-too-bad past, Hopefully it
will be even a better future.

+ 4+ +

I join the entire town in wishing .

Esther Taylor all the besat {n her retire-
ment, from the Acton library.
Esther hns been around for 27 years
checking bocka in and out, glving
uickle book reviews, helping a reader
find a book eic.

Best of luck in your mﬂmmmt'

Esther. We'll miss you as we hunt for
booka.

ght. Rumor

old friends in -

lcally there are plctures .

Aclon Citizens Band enlertained
around f(own Wednesday evening
playing Christmas carols.

+ 4+ o+

This wintery weather has got me
down. It's not that I dislike snow, act-
ually, I really like [t as Jong as the roads
ore cleared and the driveway
shovelled. I have been a ski fanatic for
almost 20 years and lake advantage of

- the white stuff as much as I can.
~ The problem is: I need my Florida

fix. 4

Even as enthusiastic about enow as 1
am, { like to Encnre to the sunny south
for a few weeks of the year—and it has
been 11 months since my Jast viait,

My skin has lost its summer (an
and is in dire need of some nice hot rays
on it to make it feel healthy again. I
haven't had sali water ea away at
my halr for almost a year and the palmn
trees are growing without me.

I desperately need a fix.

What is worne, is that mgﬂmt trip
{sn’t planned until next October when a
friend and I venture forth without our
husbands. That will make {t almoat two
years belween trips, a record since I
first started going.

My first trip down weas with my
parents for Christmas 1975, March 1877
was next, and then January 1978. The
sun found me again in January 1978, but
didn't see me again untll May 1880,
That was & good year, Four months
later 1 was back again, with my

ta, in Oclober. Then my last trip
FI'I Florida ETJhrumunUI; after that In
ebruary o year,

It i3 not that we have hordes of money
to blow on Florida vacations. It really
helps when your folks have a place

~ down Lhere (o stay in.

Wa've had good weather, and cold
weather. We've eaten alligator meat,
and got stung by sling rays. We've
come back a5 pale as when we leit and
we've been 50 burned we couldn’t walk,
or put scutndbell.ﬁ ur;_hu“:‘?e teked
ora and grape , and sun-
bnl.hgg end nhnf)ped. But no matter
what we have done, or whatever the
weather, we always love it,

50 why am I missing it this year?

Now that Christmas is over and the
snow 1g here to stay for a few months, [
realize just how spolled I am at belng
able to hop in the car, or catch a plane
and head to my second home,

I guesa I will just have to sattle for a
gloas of orange juice this winter, but
next fall, jook out. Fort Meyers here [
come.

+ o+ o+
MEANDERINGS
by Mabel Barkipan

Beach Towels

You may think it strange that I talk
about beach towels when we have
wintery weather. Sometimea I find [ am
using them more now than In the
summertimo.

When I wash awealers by hand, |
don't llke to wring them and so I
towel dry them. Infact, anything that ia
bulky and I wash by hand, I towel dry
on beach towely. I don’t put the towels
inthedryer for a few hours because the
humlidity is very good for our
houses. ] belleve one has fewer colds
the houses are more humid.

When summer comes again and you
are thinking of plonics, a colorful beach
towel s the best tablecloth one can use
for a pienic table, It is usually large
cnough, doesn't blow away, soaks up
spills and tho edges can even be used to
wipe sticky fingers. Laundering 1s easy
and no Irﬂningkl: ReCessnTY.

So—If you take a beach towel on your
winter vacation, be sure to bring it
back]

\

10 years ago

December 29, 1871

A spectacular two car crash Christmas
eve on 7 Highway at Crewsons Corners res-
ufted in nn estimated $3800 damage and
sent 10 persons to Guelph hospital. Nine
were treated for minor Injuries, one child
was admitied to intensive care and is exp-
ected to be released from hospital today
{Wednesday), ;

Deputy-Reeve Pat McKenzie thinks Ac-
ton Council should make a New Years res-
olulion to conduct their meectings on a
more orderly fashion. Chairman for the
committee of the whole session of (Lhis
years final regular meeting, the deputy-
reeve suggests meetings could be improv-
ed if counciliors toock more care to direct
their remarks lo the chairman. He also
meniioned the possibility of having
coungillors stand whenever they wished to
speak. Speakers alwayd stand at county
council meetings. Veteran councillor Jack
Greer saw only one disadvantage to
McKenzie's suggestion, “'Peter might get
flat feet,' he chuckled in obvipus ref-
erence to Councillor Marks who usually
doesn't hesitate tospeak up.

20 years ago
December 28, 1961

A Toronio man learned just how accur-
ate a woman's intuition can be. When Tor-
onte resident John Jong used a false name
and gave & Rockwood address while
returning geods for a cash refund at Slmp-
son-Sears offlice |In Acton, store manager
Miss Jessie Coles became suspicious, the
goods were not purchased from Lhe Simp-
son's Sears company. She trailed the man
to his cor, took down his lisence number
then notified police. After an investigation
Jong was nrrested ot his home and lodged
in Milton jail. He was later refeased on $50

 bail.

Mrs. H. Lasby wag $60 richer when her
name was drawn from a large drum dur-
ing the final merchant's “Free.Ljving"”
draw at the post office. Mrs. Lasby recelv-
cd vouchers redeemable at participating
merchants stores (o a value of $60. She was
presented with her prize by merchant Paul
Neilsen.

50 years ago

; December 24, 1931

Just before six o'clock the fire alarm cal-
led the Acton Brigade to & fire that hnd got-
ten umder way in the attic at the Rectory of
St, Joseph's Church on Johe Street. The
blaze had made considerable headway be-
fore belng discovered by Miss Mulholland
who is housekeeper at the Reclory and {a-
ther McBride was summoned from the
church. It is estimated the entlre damage
to house and contents will run in the
nelghborhood of $800 which is covered by
insurance, '

The most sccurate man In town at guess-
ing weights would appear to be Charles
Holmes for he guessed the exact welght of
the big candy cane in Wiles' window to the
fraction of an ounce. The cane weighed 14
tbs 9 33 ounces gnd that was Charlie's

guess,

75 years ago

December 27, 1908

Rather a serious accldent took place at
the corner of Mill and Elgin Sts. which res-
ulted In the loss of a rather valuable
herse belonging te Mr. Arch McPherson.
Mr. Hugh McKay, driving the delivery
wagon, was turning the corner when he
met the team being driven smartly in the
other directlon by Arch McPhersonJr.

Cotuncillor Robert Harrison of Eramosa
died ot hls home near Rockwood. His fif-
teen children, though widely scattered,
were ail gathered at his bedside and he
was able to say to each an affectionate
farewell. He was born on the farm where
he died in 1838. His father was one of Lhe
pioneers of the distriet having emigraled
with hls young wife from county Antrim,
Ircland,

Homestead regulations {or thc North-
West are published.

Nominatlons next Monday at noon.
Election matters are exceedingly quiet.

100 years ago

December 29, 1881

The nomlnations for reeve and couneil-
lors took place on Monday and ewing to the
fact it was a public holiday the altendance
was much bigger than usual. There were
three condidates nominated for the
recveship and 27 for couneil. Due to Messrs.
Henderson and Storey declining, CS.
Smith was elecled reeve by acclamation.
For counchl there are in Lhe field M, Spei-
ght, D.W. Campbell, James Moore, Rich-
ard Hamilton, John Kenney, Benj. Nicklin
and Chas. T. Hill.

Running in Esquesing: (orreeve W, Clay
and N. Lindsay, first deputy is J. Warren,
councillors, David Cook, John Brain,
James Early, Stephen Ellleft and David
Cross,

During tho past few weeks no less than
ten little ones in Lhis vielnlty have succum-
bed to diphtherin, Yesterday an operation
was performed on the throat of a child of
Mr. W, Willlams by Drs, Lowry and For-
ster, o tube belng inserted In the windpipe,

which promises (o be a successful experl-

ment.
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