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Have aMerry Christmas,
brother and sister

. by Helen Murray

It's going to be a quiet
Christmas around my parents’
house this year.

With half the family following
the Western Dream and making
new homes in Alberta, there is
going to be an emptiness which
will never really be {illed again.

There will be no more crawi-
ing around on bedroom floors in
the dark to {ind a carefully hang-
ed Christmas stocking, and the
excited tears of a small child are
too far away now to wipe dry.

Gone are the early morning
telephone calls to say the kids
have awakened, please come
watch them open their gifts.
Gone will be the squeals of
children as they uncover the
mysterious parcels.

There will be no more jokes to
a pleasantly plump
around needing a turkey all his
own, and the arguments about
who is going to peel the potatoes
have been silenced forever.

_The Christmas pudding will
still be cooked, it's a tradition.
But the only one who actually ate
it is 2,000 miles away;

. The Christmas Eve games and
talks have gone from a party of
12 to a party of six, and no longer
is that extra leaf needed in the
dining room table.

_The small little arms around
the neck and the soft thank you
kiss on the cheek from a five-
year-old will have to wait for
another year, maybe two.

The scattered toys, the soiled
dresses, the noise above the

brother

noise are all gone, starting up
new traditions in another prov-
ince. :

Things can .never stay the
same, and changes happen in
our lives every week. Yet, why
do those changes seem S0 Im-
possible to handle at Christmas
when they involve an absense of
peaple you love.

But now as we embark on a
smaller, quieter Christmas, in a
few years it will be the norm,
and we can wonder what will be
the changes to disrupt it.

There will still be midnight
mass, and Christmas morning
with its gifts, but the telephone
call will he across the country in-
stead of a couple of blocks away,
and the thank yous will be by let-
ter instead of in person.

The turkey will be the same,
maybe a littie smaller, but just
as good, and there will be more
dressing to po around. Half my
family can sit around the table in
Ontario and observe Christmas
knowing the other half is doing
the exact same thing in Alberta.

We may never be together on
Christmas day again, but we will
always have our memories of
what it was and can always be
together in our hearts. We can
rejoice in the fact we are only a
phone call, or a planeride away. ..

To my brother and sister and
their families, and to all the
thousands of other brothers and
sisters far away, Merry
Christmas and think of us on Fri-
day. We will be thinking of you.

(Our readers write )

Photograph town hall

“then knock it down

| the par

Dear Hir:
" People in Acton who belleve the old
fown hall is worth keeping would be
wise to get a photographer, take a few
shots for records and lhen knock it
down,
{ This would not be hard to do, as the
structure is in bad shape.

In 1948, the last year 1 belonged to the
Acton Volunteer Fire Department, this

Have special

bullding was checked very closely and
{found to be not worth repairs.

A good, sound hullding was de
stroyed, namely the old Post Office,
and could have been a good town

buliding.
. Yours truly,

W.H. Peal,
London, Ont.

Acton day

at Jack Tanner’s Table

Dear Sir:

it would have been a nice gesture on
t of the manager of tha olda Hide
House to set aside a special day {or onl
Acton residents to be the gueats of Ja
Tanner's Table, at discount prices,

There are 8o many pecple who would
enjoy a night out who eouldn’t afford it

otherwise,

An Interested cllizen,
. Doreen Hepburn

Free Press stories on TV

Dear Sir: :

May 1 extend my #incerest thanka to
you for sending me The Acton Free
Press during the past year? Together
we have {samed our talenis and res-
ources to creaie and present a pioneer
venture In the fleld of communlcations.
The audio-visual weekly capsule on CK-
CO-TV of grassroois storles about

ople in the smaller centres of South-

estern Ontario is, I believe, u firat of
its kind.

Since its inception In October of 1080
vCountry Editor' has used stories from

our Acton Free Press about a #6th

irthday party; John Kitely and the

asparagus license; an oyster shucker
finding a 'p&&ri'éﬂ mmu umwukl;;
Newspapers co-opera es 0
stress caused by mechanical fallures;
how popular trains were in 1831; and
how an tnusual highway accldent fllled
a car completely with aromatic
manure. That, 1 believe, is quite an
imipressive list of events recorded, and
my congratulatlons (o your nows-room

stalf,
- Yours Faithfully,
Arthur Carr

P.5.—Then thers was the story about
hurglars who stole a parrot. .

Police score big
in spot checks

" Look out!,

! The Halton Reglonal Police Traffic
Bureau's Alert Tenm may atop you {n
the ' next two weeks, as they have
gtopped 1570 other unsus
drivers travelling along Hallon roads
during the past two months.

+ ‘Breathalizer teats have resulted in
10 impalred driving chargea laid and
13 charges of driving with more than
the legal limit of alcohol in the blood-
siream,

-

Staff Inspector Ray Andress sald

‘charges have not increased with the

approach of Christmas. “’I‘hﬂ:*:ztl
doesn't seem Lo be any set patlern,
he said.

A team of four pollce officers from
the department’s trulfic bureau sets
up o spot check at any point in Hallon
where complaints have occurred,
Andress esplained. “They could be
anywhere."

__

A specigl event tock place Sunday at
h!.h;t!::ﬂme of Barbara and Robert Barn-

‘Thelr two sons, Bruce, 2, and Brian,
1, were Baptized in their Berry St
home by Rev. Geraldine Smith {rom
Brampton. Forty-eight friends and re-
latives came from as far away as Belle-
ville, Islington and Orangevills to wit-
ness the occasion,

Barbara and Robert have just moved
here from Hillaburgh and ere not yel
oriented in the community and o
for the home service, a nice touch to a
special time.

2 s A

500 Club winners this week were 07,

-Jim Lindsay, and 206 Jack Plnk.
+ 4+ +

A former employee of Pinwheel
Production in Acton is 8 name
for himself in the world of small cer-
amics. -

Richard Ogner, who used (o work for

Peler Saxon, in the Hinton Bullding,
has work for sale at Bendelco boutique.
Polywog Studlo, a2 his businees f{s

ed, has items spectally msde for
Acton. They are tiny es with "1
love Acton'' on them, a great lkst min-
ute gilt fdea. He also has tiny mice,
cals, seals, mushrooms, pigs, turtles
and figurinea for plants. Hls work 1s
also selling in Niagara Falls.

+ +  +

‘In the what-aver-happened-to depart-
ment, former Free Press part-time re-
porter Jennifer Alton (nee Rowe) has
entered the world of advertizing,

Jennlfer started her newspapsr
career by writing a high school eolumn
in this newspaper. In grade 13 she
worked part time at the Free Presa for
her Welkabout, and so !mpressed the
bosses she was hired part time for
several months before entering the
Sheridan College fournallsm am,

The Georgetown Inde n was
Jennifer's flrat (ull-time posting &s re-

rter-photographer. Now two years
ater, Jennlfer, recently married to
Acton's Ford Alton, has left her job os
rapa:tar for tha quicter pace of the
advertising department on the same

paper.
\ﬁa wish her well In her new en-
deavor. : :

+ + +

Andes of former ataffers, wo
got a imas card from former
sports writer Diana Waltmann this
weoek. Diana left in July and was re-
placed by Dave Dorken.

Dians wriles (o say she s doing pub-
lic relations for Ryerson Polytechnical
Institute in Toronte, and loving every
minute of it.

+ + o+

Seems tha Region of Halton is having
a difflcult time learning just what
towns are under its jurlsdiction,

I'm refe to thelr letterhead,
which was kindly shown to me by our
reglonal councillor Dave Whiting.

Dave waa amused to gee the turn of -

events with the new printing of thelr
stationery.

On the old paper, there I3 an Oakvills

rumber listed for Burlington, Qakville,
Milton and Toronto, Across the hottom
there Is a Milton number for the
combined Halton Hills commtmities, an
Acton number for Guelph residents lo
call and a Hamilton number for
Hamillon. -

Then comes the new stulf wilh Lhe
Oakville aumber at the top, undér the
address. Across the bottem Is a
Burlington number, a Hallon Hilla
Acton number, a Halton Hills George-
town number, ¢ Milton number and an
OQakville number. :

1t was mightly nice of the region to
recognize us—for a change,

And, to further prove the region is
indeed thinking of Acton, and forgetting
sbout Georgetown, a lefter to the
regional councillors from chairman
Jack Raftis haa a Burlington number,
Halton Hilla with an Acton number, &
Miiten number and an Oskivila num-
S aty mproirmmum o but 1 don

'S or us—but "t
know what it means for Georgetown.
+ 4+ 4+

Kaye Roszell won the Glugerbread
house draw the Opti-Mra. held on the
weckend. The draw was conducted at
the Actario draw.

+ +  +

While on the topic of Actarlo—it
didn't take long before my $100 lnvest-
ment in Actario started to pay off. 1 won
some merchant vouchers a few weeks
ggo—only the second week of the year
lopg draw, It sure baats last year when
I had to wait sev.ral months before

the vouchers.

The odds of winning are terrifle. Why
not buy a ticket? If 1 can win, 50 can
you.

| + + o+

There are still openings for the
National Breast Screening Clinle at
Mount Sinai Hospilal on January 16. So
far 24 women between the ages of 40-59
have signed up, and there are still
openings for alx more Acton women.

Transportation will be provided. For
further information contact Rena Arbic
al 853-0744.

The lady whose name and number
Mrs. Arbic lost has not yet got in touch
with her. If you were the person who
left your name and number with Mrs.
Arbie's da r, who subsequently
called you ‘back from . 5. Joseph's

church, please get In touch with her.' -

+ + -
The Oplimist Club heid a Yule Log
draw Saturday during Actario also.
Richard Furlong of Miton won 10
logs and Gail Shaw of Georgelown won
six. Gord Toth of Acton won three,

+ + +

Theta Phi Sororily also held a draw,
this one for $100 worth of groceries at
IGA. Marllyn Murray, 73 Roseford

‘Terrace, won the groceries and Heldl
- Coleman, 21 Storey Dr., won second

prize—a Christmas turkey.
+ 4+ 4+

MEANDERINGS
by Mabel Barkman
It's for the birds!

Want to make a fun cake? Then make
cne for the birds. It could be their
Christmas treat, Get a large bowl and
Into it put a cup of flour, white or whole
wheat, a cup of rolled ocals and then
anything you have around the houae
that you think birds would like—a hand-
ful of peanuts, ralsina, bird seeds,
walnuls, ele,

Now add two teaspoons of baking
powder to make it rise, but no salt. Melt
any fat you have, probably two or three
heaping tablespoans and sprinkle In the
mixture. Then put 8n egg of two In 2
cup ¢f milk, sour or otherwise, beat
with a fork and add. Mix it all up and i[
& bit stiff add more liquid. Grease a
cake tin, dump [n your mixture and pop
in the oven.

Bake at 350 degreea until it is solid
when touched, about half an hour, Take
it out and let it cool. Break il Into pleces
and put in the feeding station.

Outdoors

A few hardy anglers are (rying

their Juck on the larger rivers that

have extended seasons for rainbow
and salmon. -

Water levels have recedsd (o a
decent level due to cold, stable
weather conditlona. Reports are that
{t's slow fishing with very few larga
‘bows hooked. -

1 am hoplng the weather will
warm up a |lttle before December 31
a0 that we can fish with leas ice in
the rod guldes.

Interesat In ice flshing is warm
up. The ice should be good aroun
Nipissing by the year end.

now on sméll lakes in the not-
thern areas often makes for poor ice,
often ali winter. Large lakes like
Simcoe, Nipissing recelve more
wind scourlng actlon which moves
gnow around. They usually have the
safest, strongest ice,

No fee is charged to placa your
own lce hut on any lake but thoy
must be reglstered with the Minlstry
of Natura! Resources. Also &
number must be applied 1o the hut,

Thosa contempla bull an
jcs hut should remember first bulld

BY LORNE FLETCHER

it very lght-welght, plus uaually no
wider than four feet, One n
should be able to tipup e hut alone in
order to load it on a sleigh. Many
larger, heavy huts become fooded
and frozen down, thus becoming
hazards in early s A

. - Ona of the best lures for whitefish,

jake trout and herring is 8 common
| fastened to & number 8 treble

ook, used In conjunction with a
Willlams Wabbler with the hooks
removed. Jig this ring with the pearl
usuaily 18 inches from the bootom
for beat resulls.

A Mr. Champ spoon with minnow
attached Is a good jlg for plke or
plckerel.

Well, sometimen [lsher/ persons
become hi or the time comes
when one i8 forced to take in a bit of
the local night life. Well I splurged
and took the missus out to Acton'sa
newest satery at the old Hide House
(Jack Tanner's Table). Boy, the
decor was something. The {ighta
were low and the food was plentiful.
Acton has come full circle, It sure
looka like a shorter trip for can-
dlelight and roses in the future,

Merry Christmas!

10 years ago
December 22, 1871

Acton's anowmobile by-law will be
reviewed by the administration committee
of council, 28 a result of a discussion at
Tuesday night's regular meeting. The
present by-law, which permils snow-
moblles use of town streets up until 11 p.m,
at night came under (ire from Reeve
Frank Oakes who clalmed "' As soon as the
snow comes we can't siesp at £}
Oakes szld he isn’t agalnst anowmo A
but charged anowmobilea should not be
playing around on lown streets.

Acton children ralsed the impressive
sum of $1,843 for UNICEF on Hallowe'en,
Mrs, Margaret Wilson reporis with pride
this week.

Acton publle school teacher Gary Bate-
man wants smaller primary classes in a
bid to head off student learning problems,
Mr. Baleman, a teacher at M.Z. Bennett

blie schoel, said one of the biggest pro-

ems {5 difffeulty in reading. His com-
ments came during the of a sub-
commitice which examined cilasa sizes in
the cmmlf and came lo the conelusion the
size of at least grade one classes should be
reduced. This year county schools have an
average of 26.2 puplls in Grade 1 to 5 and
32.6 in Gradea 7 and 8 according to figures
released by the board.

20 years ago

December 21, 1961 '

~ AnActon man is $850 poorer a8 the resul
of & fast, amooth talking stranger who pro-
mised to recover $1,700, the amount paid
for aluminum storm windows. The
stranger arrived at the local man's door
and enquired if the reaident was satisfied
with the instollation of the recently in-
stalled windows. When the Acton man sald
he pald $1,700 for the windows and belleved
he had [Puid too much, the stranger said he
too had been taken in by the samé-com-

ny. The stranger aaid he had engaged a
awyer io investigate and promided lo
relurn the 31,700 upen payment of $850,
Police are [nvestigaling and warned all
other residents to be cautious reg:mrdhm
the dealing with atrangers. If in t of
the legslity of any transaction with
strangers the police should be contacted.

60 years ago

Pecember 17, 1831

Yesterday was Mr., John Kennedy’s 70th
birthday and his fellow workmen arranged
a presentallon in order to show thia old
employee of the esteem in which he is held.
Mr. Kennedy has been an employee of the
Beardmoere and Co. {or over 40 years,

The officlal opening of Norton Motors
new n?araga and serviceatation last Friday
evening was an event that attracted peopla
from Lhe whole countryside to join in con-
gratulating this Acton establishment on
their (lne new quarters and pariiclpating
in the “"House Warming”,

At noan yeaterday the Fire Brigade were
given a run when a chimney on Mr, John
Bruce's house on Bower Ave, took fire and
for a few moments locked serious. No
damage to any extent was done and it was
not even necessary to use the chem.cal

extingulstiers.

75 years ago

December 20, 1908

The Methodist church was well filled on
Christmas evening for the Sunday School
enterlalnment, Carey Broa. presented a
program of moving pictures, illustrated
songs, ele,

St. Alban's Sunday Schocl entertalnment
in the town consisted of drills, dirlogues,
mugic efe.

" Lehman's Hotel was the acene of a jovial
gathering of about 50 members of the
1.0.0.F, lodge.

The Post Office deserves the most sin-
cere thanks of all cliizens. They give a
splendid sorvice under the clrcumstances.

Teachers coming home for the holidays
are Daisy Nicklin, Edith Nicklin, %
Watson, Myrtle Matthews, Marie
eve, Margaret Johnaton, John McMurchy,
Mlnnie Bennett, Bert Mullan, Willlam
Mulldn and Miss M. McDonald.

The tanneries close thia Saturday until
Wednesday for Christmaa holidays.

100 years ago

December 22, 1881

Hail, joyous merry Christmas, all hail) -
Our sireets are filled with plessure and our
houses with laughter.

The plans, specifications ete. for the new
town hall have been received by councll
from the architects, The drawings present
& very fine a rance, Acton will have &
town hall {o be proud of. .

The annual anniversaary and Christmas
iree, in connection with the Sabbath school
fé :I]:l BT!?I:lhudlsl church, *w;u:?1 ﬁjﬂﬁ

nded, The program was muc
Rev. Mullan :F Fergus addressed the
children. Santa Claus distributed gifts.

At St Alban's church there was a
program with addresses. Rev. Pigoot
acted in the capacity of Santa Claua.

Mra, Chas. Knees of the Cordovan tap-
nery traited his employees to an excellent
Chrisimaes supper.

Tha butcher stalls in town are especiall
decorated with Christmas meat and [urwr
Mr. W.C. Robinson’s is the best,




