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Kirk Brush las the nicest pair of legs U've ever
seen! Andin a kilt a man needs good legs. A life-

long habit of highland dancing helped sha
those legs as did many years marching with

ipes. :

g E{elik, o Rockwood resident, is a world class
champion highland dancer and has played the
bagpipes for a variety of highland bands.

As n teenager, Kirk travelled three times to
Scotland each time winning impressive awards,
He won the Scottish Boys mpionship, an
award that had never before left the country; the

British Overseas Champlonship at the Edin-
burgh Festival; and third place in the World
Champlonships.

Currently Kirk is teaching highland dancing at
the Guelph School of Dance and studying for his
teaching certificate in order to teach high school
science and industrial arts, His wife Celesieis an
enthusinstic spectator of highland evenls and
daughter Erinn, 5, is already (ollowing daddy’s
dancing shoes,

Highland dancing is as rigorous as most Olym-
pic sports it seems. Kirk says he danced two
hours a day for six months and jegged and swam
to keep his stamina up. When competition was
close Kirk would step up his dancing hours to in-
clude most of the day.,

“I was in really good shape,”” he grins.

He'd have lo {;e Highlond dances are really
tests of athletlc abillty. Each competition re-
quires flve or six different dances lasting three lo
five minutes each. At the Edinburgh Festivals
KKirk was required lo dance up to 18 times a day
for a week which did not Include many hours of
nraclice in between each performance.

“It's just too much work," says Kirk expluln-
ing why he no longer competes.

Kirk grew up in Milton and says he owes his
success to Milten teacher Molly McGregor whoe
went with him to Scotland for each of the major
competitions. His teacher had & house in Scot-
land 80 he was able tu spend several weeks
visiting aud e:rinrinﬂ the country. On his last
trip for the world champlenships at age 18, Kirk
rented a car and travelled through England and
Ireland.

With three Scoltish grandparenis and one
English one Kirk's interest in the British Isles is
well founded,

A second generation Canodian, Kirk started
dancing at age 5, His father Harvey Brush
played the bagpipes with the 48th Highlanders
and is now Sergeant of the Lorne Scols Plpe
Band in Halton.

As a boy, Kirk found himsell making the cir-
cuil every year from May 24 to Labour Day
weckend, competing in Highland Games &ll over
Ontario and the Maritimes. He never had any
problems with his friends concerning hls Interest

Planners — BIA examineredevelopment costs

Halton Hills planning staft and Acton BIA of-
ficials have started looking at cost estimates for
improvements and beautification of downtown.

Deputy planner Bruce McLean told councillors
Mnnﬁly that now that they have cost estimates the
BIA and staff arc examining = program for
redevelopment of public lands downtown for council
so the municipality can then apply for up to $150,000
low interest provincial loan, McLean said a report
should be back to council in a month,

However, Mayor Peler Pameroy urged a report
be brought back within two weeks, He noted the
Ministry of Housing is interested In redevelopment
in the BIAs of Halton Hills, but want the malter
handled “‘expediently.”” The province wants fun-
ding to take place this fiscal year and so necds the

program soon 5o it can be considered early in the
new year, “'If we are going to be serlous ahout this,
we must be serious in a hurry.”

Some aspects of the two plans lor downtown Actan
were referred Monday (o the Official Plan Task
Force while the Improvement uand beautification
aspects were designated as guidelines for redevel-
opment. Stalf was also authorized to prepare appli-
vations for councils approval for the Main Sireet
Revitalization Program loans.

A planning report noted George Hubmann, RR4
Acton, owner of the Donut Shop at the corner of
Main and Mill Is concerned obhout the future of the
property because it was suggested in the downtown
study it would be a good spat for a parkeile. The
town has no idea if or when it would acquire Lhe pro-

peﬂ]f {or a parkette so it will be designated as land

which “may be developed for parketle purposes'
but can still be used [or commercial purposes, Buy-
ing the property for a parkeite will depend entirely
on public funds being available someime in the
future.

Councillor Harry Levy agreced with approval of
the BIA plans in principle but expressed concern
about going any further because costs are still up in
the air. He sald council simply can't be commitled
to buying land for off-sirect parking, parkettes, or
beautiflication projects.

Pomeroy sald for now all that is belng discussed is
nailing down the financial contribution of tho BIA
and securing matching funding from the pravince.

in dancing.

“All my friends appreciated it and admired
highland dancing, of course, 1 won lots of medals
and trophies so [t helped,” he adds.

Now more of a piper than a dancer, Kirk plays
with the General Motors Plpe Band. The band is
experimenting with different slants and a varie-
ty of methods of arranging jigs and reels,

Priar lo joining the General Molers Band Kirk
played with the City of Turcnto Pipe Band unti] it
disbanded in 1975. .

Highland dancing and pipe bands are very

pular in Southern Ontario says Kirk who
Eilaw_-s the ared has the greatest amount of en-
Lthusjasts in Canada.

“Pegple really take It seriously,” he com-
ments adding, "it's often a family activity."

Dariclng and playing caltbre In Ontario is as
_high as that in Scotland nccording to Kirk.

Now Involved with teaching and studying, Kick
has spent some years in the carpeniry and
machinists trades. Experience building log
houses has given him the impetus Lo build his
own resldence in Rockwood, an undertaking

‘which started in 1979 and Is not finished yet,
Many Rockwood and area youngsters are lear-
ning the dances of their ancestors thanks to the

Kirk Brush.
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Rl Sing Prince
Charies’
wedding
hymn
The Knox ‘‘Alert"
Evening Group mel In
u% Lthe Mary Eillen
ey Anderson Room with the

5
N resident, Isabel

cDonald, opening the
meeting with Prayer
recently.

Beasie Musselle,
Convenor of the month,
took charge of the
program openlng by
reading the Hymn that
was &ung at Prince
Charles’ wedding, with
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scripture. . The Prayer
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Y A. Robertson, who
X} followed with , =&
p reading—  “Tesat ™ of

Sunday's Rellglon In
Monday's vior."

Babe gave a reading,
“Defending  Civilizat-
ion"', which was followed
by Hhymn 582, O
Maoster, Lei Me Walk
with Thee."

Bessle read an article
“Chapel In the Mud”
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Acton Optl-Mrs. Held o Christimas party Friday nlght lor seniors at the apartment complex en Holmesway.
Pauline Barlow presents o gift to senlor citizens Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Humenluk, Mrs. Coe, Mrs, Wallace,
Mr. Musales, Mr, Hfumeniuk, Ar. ¥hyte and Mrs. Buitenham.
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New Fourth Acton Brownles are: seated Cathy Pucz, Katherine Thomson, Jamie-Lynn Verbik; standing -
Christine Kruger, Kerri Nell, Jennifer Kruger, Heather Fleming, Ann-Marle Lucac, and Jennifer McNabb.

Province framing sample bylaw
for special disabled parking

The provincial government Is framing a sample
bylaw to cover parking for the disabled for Ontario
municipalities, but some aspects ol their plan don't
go far enough according to Acton's regional council-
lor Dave Whiting.

The region got lnvolved in special parking spaces
for the disabled early in the fall when Acton
businessman Lorne Doberthien wrote calling for
disabled parking facilities at recreation and shop-
ping centres in Ontario. ;

The region backed Doberthien’s request lo
Queen's Park and Whiting reports they've heard
back from Provincial Secretary for Socin]l Develo
ment Margaret Birch saying the province is work-
ing on & sample bylaw for municipalities to follow.

However, the province isn’t including anything in
the bylaw covering a sign or car tag system to ident-

ify u vehicle Is operated by or transports a disabled
person. The province has backed away from a sign
or tag system fearing it would "stigmatize” the
disabled. .

Whiting says this |z ridiculous and plans to raise
{he Issue al region, hoping a letter will be sent
suggesting those arong the disabled who wouldn't
mind having a tag or sign en their car can apply for
one.

He notes having legislation reguiring special
parking spaces for the disabled won't be much use if
the police can't determine if the owners or operat-
urs of cars parking in these spaces are handicapped
or not.

Currently there nre no laws requiring reserved
parking for the handicapped al reerention and shop-
ping centres, and no way for police to enforce what
littte, disabled parking there is.
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may take them for univetrsity credit. For
more details, call the public libraries in
Acton (519-853-0301) or Georgetown

(416-877-2681), or come to the first
lecture,
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.Acton Photo & Camera

-52--74 Leathertown Village, Acton
-863-0250
= TRUST US with your pracious plcturas

NONEGATIVE? NOPROBLEMI

. DECEMBER
COPY PRINT SPECIALI

FOR CHNISTMAS AND HEW YEAN'S FLSTIVITILS,
EXTIHAPRINTS, WITHOUT HEGATIVES FRCM
EDODAK AND POLARDID INSTANT PAINTS.

COPYPRINTS ARE BOROERLESI AND ARE MADE
ASCLOSE TOSTANDARD SIZE ABJS POASIELE.
“ORDEA AS MANY A ¥OU WiSH - FROM ONE

OR MOAE OF YOUR FRINTRI

b for $2.99

ADDIMIONAL COPYPRINTS EO*

(Repular §6')
THIS COUPON MUS T ACCOMPANY
THE ORDER FOR THE SPECIAL PRICE.
YHIS OFFER EXPIRES JANUARY 31, 1562

We are OPEN
MONDAYS
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Norval Junction
No Bingo
This Friday, Dec. 11

NextBingo
Friday, December 18

Rec. booklet
in mail today

Hail‘.nt:;, h ” Hills t
Recreation Departmen
loday malled out thelr
1982 Winter Program
Brochure to all homes in
Acton and Esquesing.

This {ssue is 40 ﬂges
long and features lmior-
mation about the Town
of Halton Hills, pro-
grams offered by the
Recreation and Parks
Department, the local
Ys, the Libraries, lhe
Halten Board of Educat-
jon and other commun-
ity groups and uervice

organizations.
If you do not receive
your brochure, extra

coples will be available
at the Recreation Offices
in Acton and
Georgetown, the libr-
aries, arenas, pools, poat
offices and a variety of
stores and hanks
throughout all of Hallon

Hills.
Song sheets
available

Having a party or Fet
together? Want to sing
soma Christmas carols.

Well, the Free Press ls
here o help you.

Song sheets are avall-
able at our offjce at 59
Willow St.




