Yule decorating
contest returns

Actonians have Just nine more days to decorate
the exterdor of their homes for Chrisimas and have
o chance at winning an Actorio ticket.

Once again the Acton Benutificatlon Committee
(ABC) is holding a contest with prizes to the best

.decorated homes to promote Chiri=vinas spirit here
and made the town look its prettiest ever this hol-
lday season,

ABC chairman Bill Coates notled last yeat’s first
contest was for the best decorated doar, hut there
was no question judges were influenced by the rest
of n home’s heliday season motif.

Sg, this year the entire exterior of o home will be
judged on the basis of "'the most creative design in
the Christmas spiril."”

Last year people who wanted their homes judged,
or impressed friends or neighbers, sent In the con-
test entries. This year ABC members will tour the
entice town and come up with o list of potential prize
winning homes which will then be judged by com-
mittee of Acton citizens.

All selection and judging will toke place the
weekend of Decemboer 19, 5o residents should com-
plete their decorating by the night of December 18,

First prize is an Actario ticket donated by the Ac-
ton BIA while second prize is a voucher from Acton
Family Cleaners.

: -.r"...‘ ) .
sl " Cn aed

¥

Ten Little Indians, . . Robert Little grade two teachers Berno Ormsby and Maureen Hyde were in fine form
during their class’s Indfan Day, The teachers and thelr ¢lass donned home-made Indian apparel and played

tom-{oms,

Jelinek against constitution
Charter of Rights concern

Halton MP Otto Jelinek voled against the House
of Commuons constitutional resolution tast week not
because he doesn’'t want  patriation but because
he was concerned about the Chaorter of Rights.

tle was one of 17 Progressive Conservatives and
24 MPs altogether who opposed the constitutional
resolution which was supported by 246 MPs.

Jelinek said in an intervlew this week he wants ta
make it perfectly elear that he wasn'l voting agein-
st patriation, just Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau's
cherished Charter or Rights,

In October of 1980 Jelinek recalled voting for o
resolution calling for  patriation unamended and
with no Charter of Rights. “J agree 100 per cent the
British North American Act should be brought back
to Canada and made in Canada,”

However, Jelinek fears, rights and freedoms
Canadians have enjoyed out of tradition will dis-
appear in the years ahead because they aren’t in-
¢luded in the new Charter.

“Once you begin to write down rights and
freedoms Lhose that aren't wrilten down become
suspect for the future.”"

He [ most concerned that the right to own proper-
ty isn't In the Charler of Rights.

Halton's MP notes Canadians have long enjoyed

more (reedoms and rights than anyone clse in the
waorld and these have been based on tradition, tradi-
tion which is recognized by the Supreme Courd,

“All of n sudden now we write down some rights
and freedoms but some others we enjoy are left out.
The right o own properly was lefl out on purpose.
We proposed an amendment to include it and it was
defeated.” The Charter of Rights is a “'step back-
wards™ ond is a dangerous precident. Protection of
rights by tradition will now be “‘overpassed”
because the only rights protected will be in the con-
slitution, .

Jelinek said he was also concerned aboriginal
rights weren't improved and the rights of the handi-
capped aren’t included inthe Charter,

A secondary concern, Jelinek says, has to be the
deeper wedge which has been driven between
Quebec and the rest of the nation.

Many nations have constitutions which are [ull of
rights and freedoms, such as the Soviet Union, but
Jelinek noles the people in fact have no freedoms so
wriling things down are no guarantee.

He said voting against the constitutional resol-
ution might have been politicaliy wise but he felt he
had te vole his conscience.
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Surely you jest?

Jesters, wenches and peasants did a good job of entertaining ot the Boar's Head dinner Sunday evenloy.
Front row, Grelchen Sankey, Caty Brewes, Loura Moore, Middle row, Marg Tamblyn, Gwyneth Glbb,
Mirlam Beaton, Judy Shadboll, Connle Saros and Jane Sewell. Back row, Melanke Jonston, Layra-Ann

Leslle, and Lisn Kryzik,

More photos on page 3.

' on Mill West
and east of Acton—report

Homes for 2,900 new residents could be butit cast
of Acton and west of the site of the new St. Joseph's
School on Mill Street West by the year 2001, :

A year long study of Acton’s potential growth was
unveiled at a publie meeting sponsored by #alton
Hills and the region last night (Tuesday) at Acton
High School.

There were over 30 people; developers, planners,
land owners and lawyers, on hand to learn the con-
tents of Proctor and Redfern’s Acton Urban Area
- Revlew Study. The Acton urban area is the area of
the town where water and sewer cervices are avail-
able. Acton's ability to grow is hampered by the
capacity of the sewage plant, the capacity of the
;‘E{'ﬂi‘ulng Black Creek stream, and the water supp-

¥.

The study callu for a slight incresse In the urban
boundary. This Is something of a surprise since
munielpal officials had been fearing that not only
could Acton not grow, but some approved housing
developments wouldn't be able to proceed.

Hallon Hills and regional council will deal with
the recommendatlons to allow more development
here next month and Interested parties have until
the end of this month to file submissions on the ur-
ban boundary study.

The Ministry of the Environment has decided Ac-
ton can grow from about 7,100 people to 10,000 over
the next 20 years, The study calls for 51 acres of er-
viced land to be added to the lown east of Churchill
Rd. North and north of Highway 7 and another 63
acres east of Churchill Rd. South and south of
Highway 7. Included in this addition of serviced
land, almost completely designated for residential
development, [s properly on both sides of Churchill
ftdil‘iurlh near the high school, the Cedar Road pro-

ect.

The urban servicing boundary would be extended
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cast both north and south of the highway about 1,750
feet from Churchill Rd. Tyler's is about 800 [cet east
af Churchill. The new castern boundary of Acton
waould be roughly a line scuth fram the rear of the
high schoel property.

The other mnjor area for residential development
would be 20 acres of land on Mill St. West beside the
site of the new 8t. Joseph's School. Expansion of the
urban boundaries will permit the school to be ser-
viced with water and sewers, the school was
previpusly approved for septic Lank scrvice,

Acton is also going to be able to accommondate 150
more acres of industrial land, 57 of those acres ser-
viced by water and sewers. The consultonts felt
more serviced industrial land wasn't needed
because there is vacant industrial land in Acton
NOW.,

Once the population grows te 10,000 people Acton
won't be allowed any {urther development by the
province.

Some low scale commercial development can be
allowed on the seuth side of Highway 7 east of Chur-
chill, but nothing big like n plaza because the Down.
town Acton study completed earlier this year says
all supermarkets should be Jocated in the BIA.
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Actarfo returned Saturday morning with Hon
McKnight drawing the winnlng tickets,

i

Decide town hall fate in 12 days
Pomeroy favors full restoration

All signs point {o a close vote when Halton Hills
council decides the fate of the Acton town hall on
December 21,

Monday night, after council received the final
report from the Kicinfeldt Consultants locking at
restoration, Mayor Peler Pomeroy gave notice of
motion for a resolution calling for complele restor-
ation of the building from on historical .~ heritage
perspeclive for use as a community centre.

Pomaroy'd preferred option, named scenario four
in the consullant’s report, is the most expensive but
will also yield the most in provincial grants,

The mayor predicled Halton Hills contribution
from tax dollars to the project will be only $225,000

" and tie project cost has been estimated at $440,000

plus finishings, equipment, furnishings and ar-
chitects fees. The difference between the munici-
pality’s contribution and the total cost would be
made up by Wintario, Heritage Foundatlen and
Community Centre's Act granis ns well as $80,000 in
public centributions.

Actario and Restoration Committee has raised
about $40,000 so far and Porneroy predicted once the
town commits itself to restoration the fund raising

cfforts will take ofi. He also sald he expects the
Leathertown Association, which has shown support
for the town hall, will join in fund ralsing efforts.

Pomeroy wasn't the only person {o tip hic band on
the town hall issue. Councillor Harry Levy vowed lo
resign immediately as chairman of the budget com-
miltee if tox dollars go inlo the town hall. The deci-
ston will be made close to Christmas and Councillor
Mike Armstrong said he hoped they didn't get car-
rled oway with the spirit of the season and “give
away like erazy.” He added the town won't be able
o make a beautiful edifice out of an old building.

Councillor Ross Knechtel
pality will get the cost of restoration back through
increased assessment from spin-off development in
the dewnlown area. It is important the town main-
tajn the health of the industrial-commercial base in
Acton because it carries a third of the tax burden
and the town hall is a key part of downtown
redevelopment.

Pomeroy recalled the town designated the town
hall an historical building o few years ago, adding
the town hall restoration would give Halton Hills an
excellent municipal presence in Acton. Besides

predicied the munici-. .

various municipal offices the mayor wants a
seniors' drop-in Jocated In a restored town hall,

He cautioned the project can't go ahead until
eligibility for provineial grants is confirmed and
once the project goes to tender the town will apply
for the grants. He called fer the municipality’s por-
tion of the project cost to be included in the 1982
capitul budget. :

The tewn hall has an important role to play in Ac-
ton's “emergence’ as a tourist centre, something
the mayor says will happen for *'sure.”

Final figures can't be nailed down until architee-
tural drawings are develpped, however, Pomergy
sald, the library-cultural centre in Georgetown cost
$70 o $75 a square {ool lo build and to build a new
facilily in Acton would cost about the sume. On the
other hand, restoring the town hall will only cost $50
o $60 a square fool.

The only reason he wasa't presenting the motion
for a decision Monday night, Pomeroy said, was lo
give all counciliors two weeks Lo consider such an
important decision, He wanled all councillors on
hand for the December 2t meeting too, Counciller
oy Beoth was absent Monday.

Nearly 400 object to spending
tax dollars restoring town hall

Almost 400 Actonians have come out against tax
dollars being spent on tawn hall restoration.

A petition conlaining 397 names has been sent to
Halton Hills council aleng with a wrilten presenta-
tion, ' ; '

The petition and presentation Is described as o
“sumpling” of public opinion in Acton about the
question of tax dollars belng spent to restore the
town hall. The presentation and petition come {rom
C.L. Rogavaldson, Harry Ofterbein, Leonard
Lovell, Art Gordon, Ed Foolitt, Pat McKenzie, Joc
tiurst and John Krul.

*“¥Your consultant’s report in the local newspapers
which announces the spiralling cosis to the tax-
payers if the project to restore the old town hall in
Acton proceeds has caused much concern among
local residenis. Too much publicily, we feel, has
been given o the group that favours the restoration
of this bullding without due consideration to all the
laxpayers in Halton Hills, With this thought in mind
a smnll group of cltizens decided to sample public

16-year-old
hit by truck

A 16-year-old Acton resident was taken to George-
town Hosplial last Thursduy evening after she was
struck down by a vehicle on Mill 8t. E. in Acton
while crossing the road.

Accerding to police n‘:ﬁorts, Terry Dunliffe was
running across Mill St, when she was hit by a smail
plekup driven by Leigh Bowmaster, also an Acton
resident. The vietim was treated for facial cuts and
relcased in satisfactory condition on Saturday, a
hospital spokesman said. No charges were laid
following the aceldent,

Lottario winner
takes home $9 424

A Kingham Road man is almost $10,000 richer
after coming up with & winnlng combination in
Salurday evening's Lottaripdraw,

Wilson Cochrane, 177 Kingham Hd. used fnmily
birthdates to select his numbers for the pick-your-
own-number lotiery, It was only the second time he
had ever purchased a Loltario ticket, according to
the Ontario Loltery Corporation, and he anly had
one ticket on lost weekend's draw,

His ticket was worth $9,424.90, not a bad return on

.a %l investment,

Cochrane wos unaviilable for comment.

ppinion in Ward 1 last weekend. The petition read as
follows:

“We (he undersigned ratepayers in Acton {Ward 1
in Halton Hills) wish to inform the lown council that
we do not approve of odditional tax dollars spent on
restoring, furnishing, and maintaining the old town
hall. We do not object to any local group of citizens
attempling the project provided our tax dollars,
that are urgently needed for other projects, are not
used for the renovation of this building.

“Ye wish lo emphasize that this is only a sample
as lime would not permit us to contact all the tax-
payers in Ward 1 but we learned that almost all the
people approached are very concerned and definit-
ely opposed to their tax dollars being used on this
praject. There will be councillors present, we are
sitre, who will recall that, when this project first
came to the town council, It was not going to cost the
laxpayers a penny,

“Mr. Mayor and members of council with
increasing costs of lving, with high interest rates,
and with rislng unemployment in Halton Hills, all

shepherd.

laxpayers expeet that the council will exercise
resiraint and eliminate unnecessary expenditures.
I it is additional office space that counci] seeks in
Actan we see a modern hydro office thal is not fully
occupied. it is n heritage building to enhance the
community we see the Stone School which will be
vacant in 1982, Incidentally your recent study shows
that this building is structurally sound and it has
excellent parking facilities. We also feel that there
are better ways to assist the downtown merchants,
if that is your goal, than spending tax dollars restor-
ing and maintaining a building with very limited
USES,

"In conclusion Mr. Mayor and members of coun-
cil with spiralling costs to restore this old building,
with the very uncertaio imes in which our tox-
payers {ind themselves teday and with the fact that
more economical facilities are available lo meet the
loeal needs this sample of publie epinion lends us to
conclude that the town council should not proceed
with this project if additional tax dolars must be us-

ed."”




