The tale of a Christmas
plant: the lovely poinsettia

Ready or not, there's no de-
nying the amrival of the holiday
serson once the poinscttis plant
begins to make its appearance.

Whether it appears on the
cover of a greeting card, in the
windows of a Jocal department
store, or in & 3¢3 0f red, pink and
white flowcrs at a roadside nur-
sery, the pnins:tm s msuresign
that Christmas is just around the
COmer.

Although the painseitia plant
Is not indigenous to the United
Statea, Amcericans have came 1o
um::iu: its brilliant red, deli-
cite pink and snowy while
bracts with the Christmas sea-
30T,

This exotic flawering plant,
used to decorate homes and
churches in Mexica during the
Christmas scason, was iniro-
duced to the United Siates in
1828 by Dx. Joe] Robent Poin-
s¢it, al that time the U.S, am-
bassador to Mexico. Upon re-
tuming from his term of service

in Mexico, he brought the plants

home to his native South
Coarolina.

Poinsctt ogated these
plants, w i:E he called
”Plintcd Leaves,” in his gwn
greenhouses, and sent cutlings
to botanists throughout the
country. The plant was later
named *‘Poinscilia® in his
kanor,

Poinsettins grow wild in
Mexico mnd other arens of Cen-
tral America, where they are
shrubs that can reach 30 feet in
height. Their brilliant Mowers
are most profuse In mid-
December,

The Spanish name for poin-
setttas, Flor de la Noche-buena
(Mower of the holy night), de-
rives from ao Mcxican Jegend
which holds that the plant origi-
nated in a mirncle,

As the tegend has it, n poos

asant child, ashamed a1 hav-
ing nothing 1o take to a service
honoring the nattvity of the
Christ child, sadly picked a (ew
weeds nlnng the road 1o give os
an offering at the church,

As he knelt a1 the altar with
his humbie gift, the child's car-
nest prayer and tears of rever-
ence transformed the weeds into
the flowering ptant that has be-
come as much a part of Christ-
mas in this cauntry as the ever-
green tree.

Today, poinsettias are still
imported from Mexico, though
commetcial growers in Hawaij
and other warm-weather states
add to the supply. A careful
plant-lover, however, can keep
the plant from one season o the
next and enjoy its britliant flow-
eeing year alter year.

The poinsettia will fourish
outdoors during the summer
months it most parts of the
country, becoming denser with
{olinge Bs the weeks of sunshine
pass. Prior to pulting the plant
outdoors, it should be pruncd 1o
avoid lts becoming too “leg-

5Y.

In order to have the plant
bloom at Christmastime, poin-
seitias require cqual ammounts of
daylight and darkness from the
{irst week of Octaber to the see-
ond week in November.

'Tis the season for
decking the halls,

trimming the tree

O Tannenbaum, O Tannen-
baum, How fmrfy are thy

branches!
— Louts Schaeider

Thete's hardly a Christmas
tradition that's more universally
Eupu[ar than trimming the ree.

it live, fresh.cut o7 artificial,
a brightly decorated tree zeis the
stage for & spirited holiday
celebration.

Tree-trimming is a custom
that was exporied from Ger-
many to England inthe lalc 1Blh
century. Bul it was not
popularized until the 1840s
when Prince Albert inteoduced
it into the royal family, therchy
sctteng a precedent which has
since been followed by royally
and the common man alike.

It is said that Marin Luther
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