Slippery
when
frozen

This aute lan't flke riding n bike . | \Ac-
ton’s Wayne Bousefleld locked like he
wao baviog a Lttie trouble remember-
ing how to do the smooth skating he was
able to just five menths ago, when the
Novices {ook to the lce to tryout for the
Acton rep clobs on the weekend. Then
again, he probably just forgot to get his
biandeasherpened.
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Acton High Schoot grad-
uate and Campbellville
native Kevin Parker
- -shows off some of his
talents, Parker's {alents
scem Lo be getting even
betler, be was second in
the Vienna Challange
Cup afew weeks ago pnd
will be representing his
counéry 1In Bkale
Canpda, one of the
premier compelltions in
the world, '
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Kevin figures

fine in
Skate Canada

Kevin Parker has {inally put his ligure skating

plansonice.

For 12 years now, the Acton High School grad-
uate and Campbellville native has been pre-
paring for the 16884 Winler Olymplcs in Yugo-
slavin. Last week Parker came just ane step
closer to fulfliling his dream when he was chosen
to represent his country In another prestigious
event, Skate Canada October 29-31 in Ottawa.

Experience

“*Basjcally* I'm golng for the experience of
skating in front of International judges, not to
ce in the medals . . .1 just want to show the
international judges what I can do,” explained
Parker.,

Two weeks ago Parker had an outstanding per-
formance in the Vienna Challenge Cup and came
home with a silver medal.

He fell he was skating his best ever—so must
the Skate Canada people. Three Canndlans are

.chosen to compele in this top international event,
second only to the World's.

Top in world

Parkcer may only be ranked cighth best in
Canada, but he was still plcked to go to Ottawa
and mmtfele agalnst some of the top skaters in
the world.

Knowing he could be skating agninst the World
Champion doesn't seem to bother the 20-year-old
Parker,

“I know 1 can do good, I wanted to prove |
could do it (in Vienna). I've been working hard
for it, I think all the hard work will help In Skate
Canada,'" he said,

Skating Is more of a thinking man's
sport—besides spending five hours a doy on the
lee honing his routine, Parker has also been
working on hls mental attitude,

“Like more and more sports, skating Is
physical but it takes a lot of mental pre-

paration—in the dressing roems the other com-
petitors are to psyche you out,'” he ex-
plalned. It doesn't bother me much, I relax as
much as [ can, but I'm still a little nervous. I've
been working with a psychologlst and that's

helped a lot.™
According to Parker his psychologist, Dr. Wen-
dy Brown, has helped him learn relaxation
technlques and has built his self-confldence,
t*'I'm a little older and more mature too, now
all the hard work is atarting to pay off, I'm [earn-
Ing some little tricks, I'm seelng how other peo-
le are tralning and talking to internationsal
udges,” said Poarker. :
Even his program is becoming more geared to
international competition.

Triple threat

“I have more (riple junpa in the' pro-
ram—basically five ma six triple-
umps—international judges [lke lo look at the

over-all choreography, but they look moatly for
the triple-j:mps," he said.

Parker has been dolng a lot of work to preparo
for a heavy winter of competition. He's already
competed in the Challenge Cup in Vienna, will be
in Skate Canada, then goes to the Western On-
tario Sectionals, Central Divislon Champlonshipa
and the Canadians,

“You can peak for about six weeks, but I'm not
peaking yet, I want to peak for the Canadion
Champlonships In Brandon, Manitoba." he sald.

Like most Canadian boys, young Parker
started out play hnckﬂl‘:. He watched figure
skaling on TV and declded he'd like to try it.

"1 just found something I liked and decided to
stick withit," eald Parker,

. The local skater just kept on improving but had

a slump when he was 17-18.

Hopefully ho'll bo able to continue improving,
ot least for another three years,
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Acton Babres’ gnallan'dcr Ley Willlame looks on help

lessly os Oakville Blades Poter Nalyshak skates through the

A deja vu view
Sabre cellar

rom

by Bave Darken .

It seemns like only last week Acton's Sabres erawl-
ed from out of the dark damp corners of the OHA Jr.
B. cellar, broke their 0-5 record
and—{Inally—strung together a dozen wins In a row
to battle Barilngton Cougars in the quarter-final
playoffs, ’

Back then Sabres were almost invincible, led by
the scoring prowess of Glen "Motor™ Murray and
the ﬂhﬁwwer-pmy of captain Pat Fung and

The Motor, Fung, Trood and another three Sabres
are all gone, old men In a league of boys. All thal re-
mains of the club {s the staunch defenslve corps of
old and the troubled mentor—Jules Russiani.

As a coach of Sabres these past two seasons Rus-
ntani has always been troubled. Last year, In his
first (ull season with Sabres, Ruasiani had Lo at-
tempt to mold a group of hapless hockey players in-
to o winning combination—he easily succeeded,

This vear Russlani feels he's in even better shape
than last year at this time. The Sabres may be lack-
Ing namnes like Murray, McDougall and Fung but it
has a more even mix of talent.

He lsn't even overly concemned Lhat to date, the

club's record s [dentlcal to that of last fall 0-2.

In thelr season opener Thursdoy night Sabres
once again {nced those Burlington foes. This ycar
they were humbled 13-5. Friday night was the same
atory a3 the club failed Lo entertain the few hundred
bodles In attendance at the Acton Community Cen-
tre as Sabres dropped a 8-1 game to Oakvllle’s
Blades,

Russlanl was undoublably concerned with the
club’s poor play, and dozens of bod penalties during
the game, but. doesn't think the showing will have
any effect onit's play thisseason.

The coach has experience in pulling off mogle
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tricks with hockey clubs—last year his crew went
five games without a win before they finally started
to play a little better hockey.

*“¥You can't be too critical of them, the fact we
haven't had nnuugh lce-time and no exhibltion
games hurt, but we're not using thot as a erutch. We
just didn’t play well,” snid Rusaiani.

"Two perieds Thursday were pretty good, but Fri-
::qus just a disaster, Not hoving enaugh ice-lime

d
di

Looking back on the dismal Sabres’ showing, 11's
not hard to tell why the ¢lub faired so poorly. In both
games the club took far too many penaltles, and had
problems moving the puck out of its own end.

Even the solid goaltending of ex-Brampton Jr. A

't matter—no teamn can look that bad " he add d,

goal crease to score. Oakville dumped -

net-minder Les Williams couldn’t foil the onstaught,
Fndﬂii Oakvllle outshot Sabres a massive 43-17 only
a brick wall could stop that many shots,

"I thought Les played well except for a couple of
goals in the Thursday game. Les is going to get a lot
better with a lot more work, If it wasn't for him the
scores could have been more,” said Russiani.

The coach wasn't really pleased with the play of
any of his 24 other players, but Isa'l preporing to
change the roster or make any major line changes
for a whlle yet.

He is looking at a right-winger from Acton, John
Rockwell,

1t was the rookies who were responsible for most

{Continued on page B2)
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One for the money . . .Sabrea Mark Duval blasts the puck past the Onkville goaltender lo acore Acton's lanc

tally in the 8-1 loss.
J_
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Bprawl , . .Eahru net minder Len Willlama sprawls out of

his crense In an effort to stop the shot of an Ook-

Les goals
on Sabres

Les Williams i3 one goaltender who can't com-
plaln about a lack of work.

The Sabres net-minder faced 43 shots last week
in the 8-1 loss to Oakville Blndes, He was also in
netin Sabres 13-5loss to Burilngion.

After last week one would expect Williams to
dread pulting on the pads next weck, but he's
looking forward tot.

Last year Willlams played for Bramplon War-
riors Jr. A hockey club. Saturday Sabres travel
to Brampton to meet the B squad and Williams is
loaking for some revenge.

"I really want to beat those guys, it'll be em-
barrassing if we lose," he said.

Sabres are in Brampton Saturday ord are at
the Aclon Community Centre Friday night, 8
p-m. against Thornhill.

I ville player. Wllllams played a sirong game, desplie facing 43 shats.
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