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Profiles'i@
with
Jennifer Barr

Bob MacArthur has been in the printing
busineas atl his lfe. In 1927 at the age of 15 he
storted working for the Acton Free Press and
retired from the same company (then called
DHls Printing and Publishing) five years ago. He
was away for nine years warklng in Little Cur-
rent in the 50s printing, of cotrse.

"Printing Is ell I knolv," says Bob modestly.

Seems like o simple statement but it encom-

o great den). Job speciallzation was un-

eard of in 1927. The four-and-a hall member

sialf did every {eb golng, working long hours for

an average of six cents a man hour. Bob recelved

$5 a week and tried to squeeze 15 hours of work
dally into 11. "I was highly over pald” says Bob.

There Isn't a job connected with the ﬁvper that
Bob hasn't done. He was a printer’s devil, floor
sweeper, press operator, compositor, linotyplst,
reporter and advertising salesman—usually all
at once,

He'd start at 7 a.m. stirring up the solt coal fire
for the steam-powered Prouty Press. He swept
floors, cleared snow and fetched water. When he
started his apprenticeship, the Free Press was
housed [n the Dills Building, now Acton Mews
shopping mali. Prior lo this the company was
situated where the Bank of Nova Scotia now
stands,

Bob started working with H.P. Moore and
Arlof Dills in the days of their joint ownership.

in addition to & spicy varied life, printing also -
brought Bob his wife. Sabra MacArthur werked
part-time in the offices of the Frec Press for 11
years starting at 20 cenis an hour, she recalls.
Both were raised in the area and trace their
famlly historics back to early seitlers. They have
one son John and a granddaughter.

One of Bob's greatest tresaurcs presented to
him at his retirement dinner 1s an old linotype
case containing mementos af his 50 years in prin-
ting. Among the ad cuts, type BLyies, and logos Is
a zinc engraved pleture of Bob. He hasn't chang-

Shortly after Bob joined, Mr. Dills took over the
company and Mr, Moore relinquished his Free
Preas ties although still maintaining his desk in
the bullding for his office as police magistrate.

Aswell an learning to operate the Prouty Press
printing two pages of the feur page paper al 8 -
time, Bob became an expert linotypist. Linolype
was a falrly recent innovglion, having been
brought to Acton in 1919, the {irst in Halton. Prior
to this, type was loboriously hand sct, two col-
umns in a ten hour shift,

Type was set mirror fashion In large full-page
cases. Bub learned to read backwards as fast as
he con read forwards. Ads were ctuts mounted on
wood. Photographs were sent away (o be
engraved—an expenaive process. Zlne was most-
ly usedd but copper or brass was employed f{or
finer detail. When plastlc mountlng came in
gsome of the detail was lest, according to Bob.
Even ad pictures were cast in metal from groov-
ed cardboard.

Bob remembers hls embarassment when he
sphiled four cases {pages) of type all ready lo go
on Lhe press for that week's publication.

11 all went oul the back (of the presa), 1 must
have forgot to elose the dogs—boy, the alr was
biue."

Bob and the staff worked all nlght to put that s
type back together but the paper got out on time. AT g

Evenlngs, Bob attended hydro and council Tty fiﬂffhﬁ‘s
meetings doing such a knowledgeable job he was st e
appolnted to tho hydre commisslon. e T

In 1843 when the Mllton Capadien Champion Y i

‘was purchased Babtravelled back and forth with

ads and papers, He received a dollar for attend-

ing Mliton Counct! plus 75 cents for supper and 10
cents a mile expense money. ‘

“I never asked for a rulse in my life'’ Bob says
proudly. “If the Dills had the money, we got it, i
not we didn't.”

_ There were no pald helldays in those days,
cither.
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Sprackman drops objection
to industrial park rezoning

Jerry  Sprackman's
Landawn Shopping
Centres has wilhdrawn
its ohjections to rezoning
of eome land off High-
way 25 just north of
Acton for an Industrial
park.

Halton Hills planning
board was [nformed last
Tuesday  night thatl

Landawn, which wanta
to bulld o plaza on the
cast slde of Actan, had
drop lts objectlon.

Early in 1980 Hullon
Hills rezoped about 70
acres of land norlh-west
of the raillway iracks
from rural designation
o industrinl for Alleo
Construction. The region

Approve lots
on private road

A six single family
estate home subdivison
located on 15 aerey of a
100 acre operating farm,
off Highway 25 was
glven draft approval by
Halton Hills E!unnlng
board, thls weck.

A private road, rua-
ning off Highway 25
south of Ten Sideroad,
will be  maintained
jolntly by the seven
OWRNECrs -

One of the conditions
ity be included in the sub-
division agreement at

the Insintence of the
Ministry of the Eaviro

nment states the barm-
will not house mare {han|
six head of livestock. A

certificate of com-
pliance issued Jointly by
the Ministry of Agri-

culture and Food and the.

Minlsiry of Environ-
ment  regarding the
number of livestock in
ihe barn will have ta be
produced by the owner.
The number of livestock
allowed will then have (o
be reglstered on tltle of
the lot owners.

approved the rezoning Landawn objected to
for the 00 per cent of the the rezoning and the
site which Is within the Ontarto Munjcipal
urban serviclng {water Bsard had get a hcarﬂlﬂg
and sewers) dary for November 9. With

while 10 per cenl of the the objection dropped
slte wasn't approved for (he hearing won't be
rezoning. needed,
Acton Photo & Camera
3 Leathertown Village, Acton
8530250
.TRUST US with your praciots picturas |
October Speciall
SEND * 11" x 14"
SNAPSHOT COLOUR
GREETINGS! ENLARGEMENT
SAVE 10% $7.47 .
ANTITY o = SPECIAL WITH COLPON- p .
s GG "QROEA JECORATIVE PICTURES ;
12- V750 TDR YOUA NIOME, AS MANY _.
75 W AS YOU WISH-FROM YOUR i
50 %% FAYOURITE [OWOUA  NEGA ;
109 000 YIVES ORSUDES” 3
OFFER EXPIRES OCTOBER 31, 1981 [
We are OPEN |
coloriron MONDAYS .
pholo We use Kodak papet. 5
sﬂﬂlﬂa lg For tha good look.

You'll Never Find A
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Why travel to find low ring prices?
Our wedding bands start as low as

Sea our wide selection of diamond & dress rings.
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Celebrate The

b Season With Love

Warm friends and family,
sharing the holiday feast,
worshipping together...
may all things that mean _
‘Thanksgiving' (o you be
yours this holiday. We
wish you all the joy and
happiness this day brings.

from the siaff of

Acton Pharmacy
8531620
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'Freezer Frenzy’
THANKSGIVING TURKEY
— DRAW —

Cush srgistar npa of $30 o1 ahown deoem Frocem

s definitely

vvﬁqln - Y FREE TURKEY °
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Why travel?
The totallook
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Let us put it alf Strip Loin

i ; Shrimp
together for you. 1.65+ Stoaks 4.25 1o,
All Woo! Flannel o1 155en L:;hé .
Ladles’ Suits Sulamis | a4 ag .. Tails
Blazer & Pants Y 3.50 on. :
Golden Crown 2.99 ..
Gebardine Suhts *100%

— Featuring —
Bunsmuster & Pop Foctory

o 3 pce. wintor wardrabe
jachat, ponis, skirt

Al Ladios’ Slacks 209 off Closs Thanksglving Sunday & Mondan
gl U il Cpuamtt] i m S
%Mw Clotding MILL ST. WEST OF TRAFFIC LIGHTS
Downtown Acton 12 Mill St. W., Acton 8530101
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“WHERE CUSTOMER:
BECOME PRIENDS”

¥ X

PLUS APPLICARLE AWM PONRT TAXES

~ Complmantary Sar & Maeal Service Diuring

- Bubject to avalabiiity st time of booking

- TYLER TRAVEL

853-1553

. NONEED TO TRAVEL £
THANKSGIVING BARGAIN

. ACTON HAS QUALITY AND
-- BARGAINS

reg.
$44.98

18 MEI St E.

Acton. . . 'Your one stop shopping centre
for clothing, furniture, appliances, food,
sundries,

restaurants, hardware, slectronics, etc.

'PLERTY OF FREE PARKING’

automobiles,

North Star “Wallabee Look”
Casuals

*36.98 e

(navy, brown, sond susds & brown leather]
w Winter Boots Are Arriving &
evary day. The bost cholce
is available now.

acton family shoe store

“tf sotfsfied tell othars. .. i not telfusl”

863-0360

banking,

ODDLERS 1o
EENS

DOWNTOWN ACTON » 853-3080
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(uality

t5 oUr
midle name

Now more than aver,
it's important 10 gat
the best quality for
your shrinking dollar.
At Toddlers to Teens
wa'll dress your chitd
wall In attractive,
sturdy, lasting clothes
that make "like-new"’
hoend-me-downs  for
the whola family.
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