Speyslde area residents Chrls Bankey and Matthew Berry go over the dnmnu

[ i 5, F
o thelr capoe after It ramm-

edintoalog famin the Gatineau River recently, The pair had to be rescued by an Armed Forces helicopter.

Two rescued from lo

by Helen Murray
Two Speyslde area men spent a harrowing three
hours atop a long |lnm In the Gatineau Rlver recent-
ly after wild rapids rammed their cance into the
logs. They wers dramaltically rescued by an Armed

Forces hellcopter, _

Chris Sankey, RR 4 Acton find Matthew Berry,

RR 3 Milton, were forced to abandon thelr cedar
atrip canoe after it buckled upon impact, turning
part of the frame {nside out.

Berry was tossed into the Bwirling waters with the

current pushing him under the canoe and logs.

“I remember thinking, "8 this going to be it 7" he
recalled. Berry doesn't remember how long he was
under the water, but sald he suddenly realized he
was holding onto something. He used whatever it
wos to pull himself bock up to the surface and inlo
the craft before Sankey even realized he was gone.
Sankey attributes his friend’'s athletic prowess with
saving his life. ‘

The adventure took place in the Gatineau just
north of Hull, Quebec. Barty's parents have a cot-

tage in the area on Lac St. Bernard. The two had .

noticed “white water" and accepted the challenge
of the rapids.

The two started a couple hundred yards upstream
of the rapids, in order to aveld a log fam in the mid-
dle of the river, Unfortunately, says Sankey, the
pair underestimated the current and they were pull-
ed immedlately into the middle of the river,

When the canoe hit the logs, Chris, at the front
grabbed the jam to kﬁtﬂ the boat from tipplng over,
He Hed off the front of the cenoe while trying to free

the body of the craft from the jam. By tying it,
Sankey explained, they would be loose, but would
not start floating down the river uncentrellably.

The canoe starting taking In water, Sankey
recalls, and the pair could see the broken ribs of the
boat's interior at their fect, and the crumpled front.
The middle of the canoe was turned inside aut.

The two decided to abandon ship, and climbed
aboard the log jam, thinking it safer than the sink-
ing canoe.

Their main worry while on the jam was that it
would start to break up, piungi;l]q them into the
river again. They feared they would be crushed by
lhi.': Ooating iogs, with no means to protect them-
selves,

They could see the road from thelr spat, Sankey
says, but no one on the road could see them, despite
their furious waving of nrms and shouts, It wasn't
untll two young girls were walking along the shore,
&n hour after their crash, that they were finally
Pollce were soon on the scene explaining that o
helicopter had been summeoned, but it would take
two hours to get there from Trenton Alr Faree Base.
Meanwhile, they were to remain calm.

The men were impressed by the efficlency of
everyone involved. A crowd of aboul 400 gathered
on the shore to watch the rescue, and red lights from
the police car, rescue squad vans, and ambulances
lit up the sky. Reporters and television crews also
awirmoed the area.

The cance eventually broke free of the jam and
ficated down the river, but by this time, the pair

g jam by chopper

really didn't care. -

After a while, Berry said he noliced rocks they
had not seen before. They found cut later Quebee
Hydro was lowering the level of the river in hopes of
groundtng the logs lo take away the danger of them
Breaking up and tossing aside thieir passengers.

Two hours after being spotted, with dusk seiting
in, the Armed Forces helicopter Twin Hughie final-
ly arrived. It made ane pass overhead before lower-
ing & frogman dawn 1o them,
~ Berry went up first with the rescuer. Sankey
recalls the “eerie feeling’ he got being alone on thae
jam. It was getting cold, and dark and he felt very
alone while walting his turg.

The hellicopter rushed the two canpeists to a
school yard where the police and paramedies
wailed. Also waiting was another crowd of about 400
people.

Sankey says the heroes of the day were the police
and the helicopter rescuers. And the crowd knew it,

- he said. Cheers for the palice could be heard for
some fime, he said. :

The police had fished the canoe from the water
and while driving them back to their car, the North
Halton pair hzd to promise they would never go
canoeing in that ares again, They both ngreed.

Sankey and Berry both felt thoy. were not ready to
take on the challenges of the white waters of Lhe
Gatlneau River. They both have lots of experience
:Eﬂluﬂeing in “white water' but underestimated their
skills,

Berry says he would go back, but only with a

o (Continued on page B7)
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Possibility lift limits

to growth in

There i3 a possibllity llmits on Acton's future

growth might not be as severe as municipal officials
have believed for the paat couple of years.

In an interview Mayor Peter Pomeroy said there
are “'prospects {or more growth’ than expected, but
he wouldn't predict how much more growth might
be accommodated,

Last year Halton Hills counell and the region de-

cided an urban area servicing (water and sewer)
study was needed for both Acton and Georgetown to
gettle the growih potentlai of bothurban areas in the
foreseeble future,

In late May and ecarly June the special steering

Acton

committee overseelng the study by Proctor and
Redfern gs well as Halton Hills counclilors and a re-
glon committee heard from consultant Ken Taylor
that there would be little Acton growth in the future.
Acten’s fulure growth is limited by the capacity of
the sewage plant as well as the ability of (be recelv-
ing stream, the Black Creek, to handle effluent.
“The Proctor and
lcted last month, however Pomeroy sayd it won't
finished now until early September,
Taylor’s earlier report was bnsed on a setf of sew-
age flow figures detertnined In consultation with the

(Continued on page B7)

Burlington driver fined $200,
mishap killed former resident

A Burlington man who was responsible for the
death of former Acton and Esquesing resident Lor-
raine Robertson (nee Lavigne) and two cther
women in a car-bicycle accident last summer was
fined $200 In county court Jast week,

Walter Valente, 10, pleaded guiity to a charge of
careless driving in connection with the July 8, 1980,
fatalities on Plzins Rd., Burlington, on June 25.

Despile calls for a jall term from the crown,
Valente was given only the fine and a one year sus-
pension of his driver's licence.

Mrs. Tgbertson, 24, lived with her famlly at the
Cedar Springs Motel which they operated on High-
way 7 east of Acton for several years before moving

Even though she didn't advance to the finals Lisa
McGrath, Miss Acton Fall Falr 1880, represented
the town well at the Mliss CNE - Queen of the
Falra pageant Friday. She and the other 100 com-
petitors modelled two outfits, sang and each
gave ashort speech. They were also inverviewed
by the judges.

to Church St. in Acton following her marringe, She
lived in Acton and Esquesing for about elght years
and graduated from Stewarttown School and Acton
High School. When the mother of three was killed
she and her famly were living in Hamiltan. '

She was riding her bicycle in Burllngton with four
other women when the fatal mishap occurred. Two
other women were also killed and two were Injured.
The court was told Valenle moved his car from the
centre lo tho curb lane of Plains Rd., & four lane
street, when he struck the cyellsis and was going
about 60 miles-an-hour in an area where the speed
limitis 37.5 miles-an-hour,

This is Valente's third lcence suspensilon tn the

_three years he has been driving and he has

previously been convicted of speeding four times.

The maximum penalty for careless driving is six
months in jall, plus suspension of driver's llcence
for two years and a $500 fine.

Crown appeals

Halton Crown Attorney. Jim Treleaven a.a}m he
plans to appeal tha sentence of Walter Valeate,
Burlington, who was responsible for the death in o
car-bleycle accldent of former area resident Lor-
ralne {Lavigne) Robertson last year.

He sald Monday he is determining if the sentence
for careless driving should be appealed to Lhe On-
tario Court of Appeals or just Provincial Court,

Treleaven notes he asked the counly court judge
for & period of incarceration for Valente,

inside
There are lots of photos of local people involved with

the playground parade and carnival. See pages BS,
Biand BS.

Halton Police are looking for the driver of o car
which hit a weman at Maln and Church Streets re-
cently. More on page 3.
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The Caravan Stage Co, ks moving through the arca and cresilng a ot of Interest. More abottt the travelling

thestre group on page 2.
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A scene from the major motlon picture Humungus is shot on the shore of the quarry at Waterfalls Park on Monday afternoon.
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Local man makes good
with “Humungus’ film

The quarry area al Waterfalls Park near
Limchouse has been lurned into the set of 1 ma-
jor motion pleture and the executive producer is
a local resident, Michael Stevenson of R.R, 2, Ac-
ton.

Location filming for Humungus began at

- Yalerinlia Jast Wednesday and is expected to be

wrapped up today (Wednesday).

Stevenson, who hias o long assoclation with the
motion picture buglness, describes his flrst effort
a8 an Independent movie producer az a teen-age

adventure-thriller which also has elements of a

horror film.

The film features no big stars, though the
female lead played by Janet Jullan who ap-
peared in the Nancy Drew television serles and
tho male lead Is David Wallace, a teen Idol south
of the border,

For 24 years, Slevenson, involved mostly in the
distribution end of the cinema industry, worked
ns first president of Paramount in Canada and
later vice-presldent of Paramount in the States.
For the last slx years he was president of Astro -
Films, a Canadian firm.

Now an inde ent producer, Stevenson and
hls family moved to the area five yenrs ago and
he raises quarter horses on his 32 acre property.
He ond his wife Joanne have four sons, John 27,
Matthew 24, David 19 and Timothy 4,

Humungus will be in the theatres by May 1082,
Stevenson says with cerininty, because he
already has a dlstribution dea! with Aveo Em-
hassy Plctures,

The film is about six young people who are
ﬂmmg;p their cotlage on a northern lake and
thelr boat runs into fog and atorm. There's a
shipwreck on Dog Island. ;

Dog Island belonged to a wealthy timber baron
whno built & magnificent lodge here and then
Kotmmed his island with vielous killer doga, He

olds a blg party and one of the drunken guests
rapes the man's daughter, and then s killed by
the dogs,

The pregnant woman suffers a mental
breakdown and gives birth to a monster, which

grows up to be a horrifying locking huge, hairy
creature, the Humungus. )

Humungus Is raised by its mother, bul when
she dies he's left on the island with enly the dogs

- and wildlife for food,

Thirty years after his birth, with food running
oul, the six teens arrive on Humungus' sland,

The shipwrecked survivors start being killed
ofl one by one.

The conclusion of the film i3 of course a closely
guarded secret.

The gruesome appearance of Humungus is
also a closely guarded secret. No photographs
are being released of the monster and wen't be,
even when fiim publleity starts.

After Stevenson, screenwriter Bill Gray and

Humungus executive producer Michnel Steven-
son walches shooting at Waterfalls Park.

dlrector Paul Lynch, concelved the [ilm idea, the
executive producer took the property to Aveo
Embasay and secured a distribution contract en-
surlng it won't wind up an a shelf collecting dust,

Filming at Waterfalls began two-and-a-half
weeks alter production began. Work on the pic.
ture is slated to wind up on September 12, Other
shooting is taking place In Mississauga, Toronto
ond Sparrow Lake. '

Director Lynch recently worked on the sue-
cessful Prom Night film while screenwriter
Gray did that movie as well as co-writing the
Changling. ~

The film, which Stevenson, 58, expects will be
rated adult entertainment or restricted, will cost
over $2 million to produce.

Over the past two or three years a lot of Cana-
dian fllms, cosling an awiul lot of money, have
been produced but they haven't been the type to
aitract audiences, Stevenson says, (A number of
films have been made in recent vears in Georpre-
town and one Iin Nassagaweya).

Stevenson [eels other Canadian producers
Ehtwrltd be following the route he has with his first
effort.

Find a seript which ls commercial and has
publle appeal. Then find a distribution firm and
secure a solld dea). That's Stevenson's formula.,

That way, Stevenson says, Instead of gathering
dust on a shell somewhere it is certain to be
shown. Also thls methad pssures invedtors the
fllm will be showncommercially,

Far too oflen, Stevenson says, piclures are
made before a distribution deal i3 socught and
then the producer finds out he doesn't have a
saleable product.

Executive producers are gemerally just the
money men, :

But Stevenson’s vast experience tn the in-
dustry allows him final say In “‘casting and
creative elements™ as well as flnaneing and
paczaging. He arranged the interlm financing
and this fall Humungus will be sold ns a public
stock issue,




