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Merchants must invest
to develop Leathertown

It is now within Acton’s grasp
to truly become Leathertown, a
tourist attraction of signific-
ance in Ontario.

But the next 12 months will be
crucial and only considerable
investment by local business
interests, both in terms of time
and money, will bring the
Leathertown venture off.

And if the ball is fumbled in
the next year then a golden op-
pdﬁrtunity will have been miss-
ed.

The olde Hide House, the
cornerstone of Leathertown, is
bringing in a major attraction
which will be not only a boost to
that rapidly growing and thriv-
ing business and tourist attrac-
tion, but the entire town.

The smorgasbord restaurant
which will locate and begin
operating in the olde Hide
House before the end of this
year, likely in September or Oc-
tober, is a key addition to
Leathertown.

The operators, the same firm
which runs the highly success-
ful Plainsman at Highways 5
and 6, have a proven record of
drawing large numbers of
travellers on tour buses for the
luncheon buffet.

And tour buses are a key
aspect of their venture at the
Hide House, Already they have
lined up tour buses for visits in
the next year.

But for the entire business
community and Acton to derive
full benefit from the Hide
House and restaurant being
here much more must be done
on the Leathertown theme, and
time is of the essence,

‘This fall and winter the Hide
House will draw a lot of people
to town for shopping. The
Christmas and winter coat buy-
ing seasons guarantee money
from throughout the Golden
Horsehoe will be coming into
Acton. And for shoppers and
tourists who don’t need winter
coats the Hide House diver-
sified product line; shoes, wood

‘and leather covered furniture,
western wear, leather bags,

gifts and furs and even its uni- |

que shopping atmosphere,
make it a powerful drawing
card.

The addition of the restaur-
ant will bring diners from all

" over, the Metro, Peel and Hal-

ton areas ta Acton,

- Then to top it off there is the
guarantee of diners and shop-
pers coming to town on the tour
buses.

Adgd it all up and it means a
solid chance for an attractive

- return on investment, both time

and money, for Acton’s
business community.
Shopping and enjoying a
meat at the Hide Houseis an ac-
tivity or attraction which is
good for only about three hours.

So if Leathertown is to be an
attraction which draws
families for a day or more and
for repeated visits there will
have to be more for tourists to

see anddo in town,

The balli is clearly in the local
merchants’ court. The bulk of
investment in money and time
to make Acton Leathertown
work must come from them,

The Leathertown committee
is comprised of a few very
energetic volunteers, with the
backing of the Chamber of
Commerce. Limited fund rais-
ing has taken place and much
more money raust be raised or
contributed fo finance the exist-
ing projects, ‘

While the business commun-
ity has been supportive of the
Leathertown committee's ef-
forts they haven't been backing
the project too strongly either
financially or in terms of
attendance at meetings and
help with the projects which
have been started.

They must lend their time
and expertise to the develop-
ment of the walking history
tour complete with dis-
plays—the museum and help
stage special promotional pro-
jects like the Wintario draw.

They could be of great help to
the Leathertown committee by
raising funds to finance the
tour, museum, signs etc, as
weill as promotional projects.

Also, local merchants have to
start Iooking at lines of

- souvenirs for the tourists to

purchase here. Leathertown T-
shirls must be available at
many outlets. They should be
looking for ways to incorporate
the Leathertown theme into
their own lines of wares. In ad-
dition they should start plan-
ning their store window
displays around the  Leather-
town theme. |

Local merchants must work
tirelessly with the consultants
and municipality to complete
the downtown studies and then
move quickly to begin
refurbishing public lands down-
lown. At the same time they
must invest in improvements to
both the interlor and exterior of
their shops.

There’s .10 question tourists
in good number will be coming
here in the years ahead.

First impressions will be im-
portant.

Acton needs tourists telling
their friends and relatives that
this is a clean, progressive,
friendly place to visit with lots
todo.

Leathertown has a firm
foundation. There is a practic-
ally guaranteed return on
investment . '

Now is the time for everyone

to pay more than verbal sup- .

port to Leathertown,

Now’'s the time (o spend,
money and work hard so that a
year from now Acton is a gen-
uine tourist attraction.

If people leave with favorable
first impressions of the com-
paign to make Acton Leather-
town then they’ll come back
again and bring lots more peo-
ple with them. |

[Our readers write j

Scout thanks CJ 81 trip

Dear Sir:

Jwould like to take Lhis opportunlity to
thank all those citlzens and clubs in
Acton who made It possible for the 1st
Acton Scouls to attend the 6th Canadlan
Jambaoree held in Kananaskis County
"“Conmore’ Alberta.

A special thanks goes fo our Group
Scoulers: John Sharples, Bob McKee

and our chaperon and friend, Rick Gib-.

gon, Without thelr valued knowledge
and support it wouldn't have been poss-
ible for us to atlend,

i would llke to thank Group Com-
miftee { Acton Rotary Club), The Scout
and Gulde Mathers and all those in-

dividunls who supported us financially
and phyeleally, With their help it made
the burden on our parents lighter,

I have enjoyed my {irst year in Scout-
ing and feel that every boy shauld have
the rewarding experlence that our
troophad at " CJ 81", ‘Thank you all gin-
cerely. "

In closing I would also llke to thank
Mr. and Mrs, Kuechler for hosting o

barbecue to {inish off cur Scouting Sea-

'mni

Yours In Scoutlng, -

David DeForest
18t Acton Scout Troop
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The Cook household on Orville Rd.
Just got clear of two small houseguests
from Alberta when three more from
Germany took over the spare rooms.

Monika Cook Is entertaining her sis-
ter Rosi, brother-in-law Emie Weber
and their daughter Corina from Frank-
furt, West Germeny, for the next few
weeks, It's been (wo years since the sis-
ters have seen cach other,

+ o+ 4+

A hollday outing for Mrs. Debbic
MacDougall, of Eden Mills, formerly of
Acton, turned out to be a bit more than
she bargalned for,

Last week, Debble and her two
youngsters Tara and Troy, and her
grandmother Mra, J. Scriven, of Acton,
enjoyed a train ride to London. No
sooner had they arrived when ad-
verturous Troy got separated from his
mother and ended up, in all places, in
the police paddy wagon.

While the police drove the youngater
around looking for his mom, the frantic
molher searched stores, streets, you
name . Finally reunited, the police
wouldn’t let Troy out of thelr cust
untll they were assured, throu
numerous questions, that Debbie was in
fact, his Mom.

The entlre incident was extremely
embarrassing Debbie says, )

+ o+ 4

I have to walt another 38 years before

I can relire, and then chances of there
being any money in the Canada Penslon
fund sre slim to none, However,
Wellington-Dufferin-Peel MP Perrin
Beatty coutd get tocollect his penalen in
the next few years, and he's only five
years older than [ am!
- Seems Perrin s in the midst of &
caontroversy right now because MPs are
cliglble for a penslon of 75 per cent of
their salary after 18 years gerving the
publle. Perrin was first elected in 1973,
at the age of 22, That means in five
years, when ho i 37, he will be eliglble
for the pension. He has to fight one
more election to rereh thet milestone
however, but the way he sweepa In the
landstide victories, that probably won’t
be a problem.

Seema Perrtin has been singled out as
an extreme example of the govern-
ment's gencrous pension plan for MPs,
Never without the facts however, Per-
rin has pointed out that two other MPs
could also be getting the pension at an
early age. There's a Saakatchewan MP
who will be eligible in two yeara, just
two months after his 37th birthday, and
another one in New Brunaw!ck who will
be 38 when he reaches his 18 years of
service. .

The pension s 75 per cent of the MPa
galary, fully transferable to his spouse
and aceumulat o thea tme he
reached ¢0, when Indexing takes over,

But I predict it will be a long time be-
fore Porrin will be retiring, During the
short relgn of the Progressive Con-
servative party a few years ago, Perrin
was made a cablnet minister, the
youngest in national history, He turned
30 fust a few days after the election, It
ho sticks to his present success cam-
paigns, Perrin could be a very viable
candidate In & PC nominatien cop-
vention, and may well someday be the

i

Prime Minlster of Canada,

You read [t here first, with my vast
knowledge of the political system of this
country, it will probabiy be the only
prediction 1 ever make, and it's not
even all that impossible,

+ 4+ +

Wedding anniversary best wizhes go
out {0 Jim and Ena Gibson, who celebr.
ale their allver In an open house this
Saturday at St. Alban's Parish Hall.
Both are very well known In town.

It was Enn who led me to a life of lei-
sure by selllng me a second hand dish-
washer. I'm forever indebted to her.

Happy anniversary! .

+ + + u B

Mark September 12 on your calendar
for the Cralts and e Sale at Tuit-
man's Garden Centre on Highway 25,
just south of town.

Elly and Len Tultman will provide
epace for booths {or their flea market-
typo alfalr, They expect tables of pre-
serves, crafts, and antique furniiure,
and hope to get many more bootha.
There are already lota of booths aigned
up.

For more Information call 853-2480.
+ 4+ o+

Sandea Kenzle from Speyside joined
7,000 parents and health leaders from 30
nations and six continents for the
Eighth International Conference of Lo
Leche e at Chlcago's Conrad

Hllton Hotel,

Over 200 speakers addressed the
delegates at the four day conference
covering all medical, nutritional and
behavioral aspects of child care which
are directly related to breast feeding.

La Leche League I3 the only inter-

natlonal organization whoss major pur-

Eeu is to help mothers who want to
reas

t feed their bables. The seven
mothers who founded the league In 1858,
ott of thelr own need for Information,
had no iden that 25 years later their
organization would reach one million
mothers annually. Headquariered In
Franklin Park, [llinols, the League's
mother-to-mother network now in-
cludea over 12,000 certified leaders and
4,500 groups in 43 couniries.

La Leche League has influenced an
entire generation of mothers, has
changed tho course of infant feeding
practices, and has brought about a re-
newed Interest in the age old art of
breastfeeding.

Acten La Leche League holds meet-
ings monthly to nm{hunlnt those in-
terested wlth e physical,
gugchuiugltal. and practical aspects of

reastfeeding.

+ + o+
MEANDERINGS
"by Mabel Barkman
Sclssors
Scissors are very important in the

kitchen—even more so nowadays than

ever before.

Have you ever tried to open a pack-
ago of soda blacuits lalely? Or potato

ipa, It's almost impossible and down-

t dangerous to use teeth anymore!
Ice box lettuce lends itself to scizssors in
making a salad and Romalne 13 even
betler snipped with sclasors.

To eroutons to go with the
salad, scissors are indis Ible to cut
the bread in suitable strips and then in
cubes, And to make bread stuffing use
sclssors Lbo.

Bacon can be cut in litle pleces to fry
and add fo & qulche. Even slices of
cheese for tho quiche can be cut with
geissors,

Perhaps the most important use for
gcinsors nowadays (s to cut the bags of
milk we buy. Nothing clse seems to
work as weli If you have children the
Bcissors should be tied In the drawer or

ut In an inaccessible place or you will
Ee [rustrated looking for them ail the

~ been receiving ribbings

lime. As you read this your mind will be
golng over all the times you have used
scigsors in the kitchen, the number of
{imes can go on forever—to cut string,
to cut puﬁr. for garbagéd, to anlp off the
tip of a bott

naiis, etc. ete, A useful plece of equip-
ment te be sure,

+ o+ o+

flockwood Jost u very prominent
resident 1ast week when Avdrey Bilton
died suddenly at her home. Al her fun-
eral a poem writlen by her chlldren waa
read.

In hanor of 21l the community work
Audrey dld in her 20 years in Rock-
wood, the following is that poem:

To Our Mom
Mom oh Mom
What would we do
If we all had to live
Not knowing about you,
You were always there
When we needed o friend
You stuck by us
Til the very end
And now when we think back
To gur chlldhood with you
We know you were doing
The best you could do
We wish we could glve you
Half of our years
For all of your pain
And all of your lears
So when you've gathered this up
And then triple the sum
We're saylng Thank-you 50 much
And we all Love You Mom.
Love from Gordon, Paul, Brian, Lynda,
Susan. Our thoughts will be with you
until eternity,
+ + o+

Kathy and Bill Sanford of Limehouse
relurned recently from o month's vaca-

tien in Germany, England and Ireland.
Kathy is a teacher at McKenzie-Smith

Middle School. The couple [eft July 26,
While away, they just missed the riols
in London, missed the rioting [n Dublin
by one day, and were stopped often by
the army In Northern Ireland. In Ger-
many they had a chence lo visit Easl
Berlin, which Kathy describes as quite
anexperlence, She admits ghe was a |it-
tle nervous going through Checkpoint
Charlie.
' + + +

Rick Bonnette of Acton Travel, has
from friends
about a story that was in last week's
Free Press, The article was about the
US Alr tralfle controllers striko and its
cffects on local residerts.

The story said **He (Rick) had no one
travelling during this week,'’ making It
sound as if Rick has no customers, Well
rest assured, Acton Travel does indeed
have customers. What the sentence
meant, and therefore what it should
have read, was that he had no clients
who were cither leaylng or coming
honie during lhe weekdays, all were
travelling on the weekend, Don't worry,
Rick {sn't going hungry.,

+ 4+ o+

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Robert
McKee Churchill Rd, N. has a visltor
this week. Christian Labbe, 13, of Mon-
treal, s taking part in the second haif of
a SmHe Across Caneda progrom
sponsored by Labbalt's. The McKee's
gon Kenneth spent last week In Mon-
lreal at Christian's home.

‘fhe program Is an annual one put on
for children of Labbatt's employees.
Youngaters from 12 to 14 years of age
are gent across Canadn visiting with
other employees’ familles for o week,
Once the week {s up, the youngslers re-
lurn to the other's home,

Mondny, the exchange visilors nnd
hosts visited Canads'a Wonderland,
courlesy of Lobbatt’s.

le, to lrim broken finger- .

10 years ago

' August 11,1971 :
M.P. Rud Whliting and Mayor Les Duby

told the Free Press this week that they

have been "right on lop' of the possible
extension of the GO transil system
proposal being discussed now by federal,
provincial and Metro Toronle represent-
atives.

The third and fourth games of the Junior
C.Lacrosse (inals are scheduled here this
Saturday. Acton Rams, favorites to take
the litle from Brockville Essos, emerged
[rom the two day opening games with the
first game 22-11 but lasing Sunday af-
ternoon’s contest 16-13 to a tight.checking
Brockville team. '

Joe Pelric has been awarded a 5100
scholarshlp given by Waterloo Music
Conservatory through the Royal Con-
servatory of Musle. Joe auditioned at the
Conservatory In Toronto for a scholarship
in June, and learned he had been suc-
cessful while acting as head counsellor at
Ontario Youth Muslc Camp Jast month.

20 years ago

August 10, 1961

Starting  in 1909, Acton's oldest
businessman and merchant, Harold Wiles
and his sister Laura Wiles will celebrate 52
years in the tohacco and confectionery
buslness this Friday at 18 Mill St. The store
also serves as a Gray Coach depot,

A charter member of the Acton Y's
Men's club and a consistently active
worker in the organization, since he first
jolned, G. W. McKenzie, Main St. North,
was elected by unanimous vote, to the
position of area vice-preaident during the
International convention In Chicago July
27 to August 3,

A young teenage patral leader with the
flrst  Acton Scout Treop, Rodger
Ladouceur wus honoured Monday evening
during the Scout mecting when he was
presented with a Golden Arrow Badge.
This is the first time the badge has been
presented by Provinciel Headguarters to
any Scout.

50 years ago

Thursday, Augus! 13, 1831

George Leslie, treasurer of Esquesing
township, had a narrow cscape from being
killed by a ferocious bull,

Following the discontinuance of the
electrje railway the Arrow Bus Lines are
ingugurating an added scrvice. |

Far some months alterations have been
underway at the warehouse of Beardmore
Leathers Lid. preparatory to maving the
cut sole, tap sole and counter department
from Toronto to Acton. Many of the 30
employees will move to Aclon. Some years
ago Messrs. Beardmore removed the
welting and belt manufucturing depart.
ments of their plant to Acton and con-
solidated the business in the Acton

L

* buildings. This further move is a declded

assel to the indusirial life of the com-
munity.

/5 years ago

Thuraday, August 9, 1904

Associated with the earliest history of
New England Stales, Quebec (then Lower
Canada) and Upper Canada, now Ontario,
are the U.E. Loyalist branch of the great
Adams family of Massachusetts, and the
death of Maria Adams Swann, wife of the
Rev. Matthew Swann of Fergus, two weeks
ogo, remaves one of the oldest lving
members of the family in Onlarlo. Born at
Adamsville, now Acton, in 1828, she
married Rev. Swann In 1846, She was Lhe
17th generation In America, her branch

eferring to seek a new home rather thane

reak allegiance with the motherland,

although the signatures of two members of
another branch were atiached to the
Declaratlon of Independence. Her father,
Rev. Ezra Adams, was one of the pioneer
preachers of Upper Canada, ane of his first
cireults being from Stoney Creek to King-
ston, and during a long llfe of usefulness
was one of the prominent leaders of the
Mcthodist church of Canada. The Adams
were o fomHy of ploneer preachers when
they seltled in Acton back in the 20's of the
loat century.

100 years ago

Thuraday, Augustl 8, 1881

Voilng on the Town Hall bylaw takes
place Friday 19th inst, Poll your vole in
favor of the bylaw,

School commences next Thursday, 16th
August.

The boys enjoy bathlng in Nicklin's Pond
durlng the hot weather, A number of hoys
were before the reeve this morning for
indecently exposing their persons while
bathing last evening. They were flned $1.75
each, with o caution.

A large number of towns and villages ip
Onlario have their Civie Hollday tomorrow
and many excursions are planned.

Mr. Peler McCann has purchased the
plow foctory including the machinery and
the waler privileges. He will alse
manufacture cabinet ware of all kinds,

The constable has been very husy
locking after the cows the past week. He is
determined that nono wlll escape him
cither day or night, Quite a number of citl-
zens have heen obliged to vislt the pound,
oneof our vilage councitlors among them,




