Miss Minnie Z. Bennett celebrates
her 101st birthday at party today

Mlss Minnie Z. Bennett, Miss Education in Acton,
celebrated her 101st birthday today (Wednesday).

A resident of Central Park Lodge nursing home in
Kitchener she celebroated with a cake and party this
nfternoon with other residents of the seventh floor
according to spokesperson Debbie Clemens. There
were about 25 resldents expecled to attend. It was to
be a quiet “affair.”

Yesterdoy she was visited by a group of retired
school teachers and a respresentative of the prov-
ince was expected to drop by today with another
plague commemerating her long life, Stalf wasn'l
aware of any other tributes being sent to Miss Ben-
nett or of family, friends or former students plan-
ning a birthday vizsit as of press time, Local sources
didn't know of anyone from Acton planning (o visil
either,

Miss Bennett wasdescribed as having good and
bad days, her health hasn't changed miuch since she

celebrated her 100th birthday Iast year. Ms,
Clemens sajd Miss Bennett's 100th year haso’t been
too hard on her. In fact she looks very much as she
did Jast year on August 5. :

Miss Bennett has lived at the rest home for 13
years and is its oldest resident in that time. The
closest people Lo her age are 56 and 18,

M.Z. Bennett, a former citizen of year, was one of
the first women school princlpals in Halton and left
an indelible mark on Acton's schools,

When the board of education opened a new public
school in Acton in 1957 It was nomed after Mlss Ben-

nett as a lasting memoria] to the dedicated teacher.
Shewas citizen of the year [n 1964.

'Miss Bennett's carcer as an educator started in

1501, when Queen Victoria was on the throne, at 8.5,
10 in Erin Township (Woodside School). She-later
graduated fram the Toronto Normal School (Ryer-
son} and went onto teach at Clay Hill School for $325

per year,

The reputation-as an able teacher and a skilled
diselplinarian, which was 1o mark Miss Bennett's
career, soon spread 48 far awapy as Homby.
Trustees of that schoeol invited her to instruct thetr
36 puplla in 1905.

Two years later Mlss Bennelt gave up forever
having to teach alone. She was appointed to a grod-
ed school in Acton where she was able to enjoy the
company of other teachers. One of her pupils was
William R. Stewart, who became a deputy minister
of education for the provincial government.

In 1913 the school board engaged Miss Bennett as
principal of the public school, a post she woutd hold
for 26 years.

Miss Bennett encoursged sludents to do thelr
best, Her eflforts bore fruit Indeed. In 1919 the high-
est marks in the county for Entrance Examinations
were enrmed by one of Miss Bennett's students.
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One of Acton’s best known and most beloved cltizens, Miss. M.Z. Benneit is celebrating her 1615t birthday

loday.
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Sur{’s up, and so {3 John. Bryan Creascy and John Ford found the waves at Falry Lake just right for a little

surfing. For maore water fun sce page 3.

Photo by DAVE DORKEN

Tracing our leather heritage

- Fasci
make fine walking tour

There should be about 30 fascinating stops on
the Leathertown historical walking tour when Il
is developed, the three students researching

Acton’s history, particularly our leather
heritage, have concluded.

To most long-time residents the reams of
historical tid-bits, tales and material Anne Lind-
say, Laurel Benville and Elizabeth Morrison
have gathered in two months of research isn't
really news, ;

But, to the few newer residents made privy to
the iInformation gathered so far through their in-
volvement with the Leathertown commitlee Ac-
ton's history has proved fascinating.

The girls note Chip Petrillo nnd o few others
are "eager” to quiz them oboul whal they've
learned on an olmost doily basis and are “amaz-

. ed" by range and depth of Acton’s history.

This fascination by those who aren't as
famlllar with Acton bodes well for the suceess of
the future walking tour and eveniually a
museum. '

Our heritoge should prove to be just os

interesting to the thousands of tourists the

Leathertown Committee hopes to attract to Ac-
tont In the vears ahead alter they have some
attractlons besides the olde Hide House to Jure
them here,

“If a person is interested in historical sites and
facts then they'll enjoy Acton and the walking
tour,' Miss Lindsay speculates,

.- But, she thinks Acton will really have lfodoa
job publicizing "'what you have here.”

They hope their final report, which they'll be-
gin comptling shortly, won't wind up gathering
dust on some shelf in town.,

However, they don't really expect this to hap-
pen. The small but energetic Leathertewn Com-
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Laurel Benville Is busy these days making sket-
ches of Acton and Leatheriown landmarks for

tour displays.

nating Acton history

Elizabeth Mortrison has found lots of hlstory in |
the hound coples of the Free Presa,

mittee will carry through on the work the glrls §
have started. "'Chip won't let It die,” they de-
clare confidently.

And they [acts they've uncovered are {ascinat-
ing.

%Im's just a sample:

*In its early days Acton council used to |
appoint residents to the positions of Path-
finders, It was these residents’ civic respon-
sibillty ro keep the streets clear of thistles
and fix potholes. If they didn’t carry out
their duties they'd be fined.

*The semi-detached homes on Bower Ave.
will be 100 years ofd in 1982. These homes
were known as the syndicate homes because
they were built by a syndicate of local
businessmen trying to provide cheap housing
in fown,

*Acton arca was once renowned for, of ail
things, turnips. Apparently early farmers
grew excellent turnips and extraordingrily
huge amounis were shipped aff to the States |
on the Grand Trunk Raflway.

*There have been about 15 different firms
in Acton at one time or gnother involved in
the leather industry. :

*Acton’s first school was at the corner of
Main and River and there was no play-
ground so childr:n used to play on the street.

*IWhen River St. was opened the course of
the creek was changed forever, but only
slightiy. :

*At least one Acton historlan disputes the
following facts, although the researchers §
have heard it from a number of sources. In

(Contlnued onpage 5)
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B VP Jelinek starts petition

legislate end postal strike

Halton MP Otto Jelinek has started a petition call-
ing for the federal government to legislate inside
postal workers back to wark.

He is also urging his colleaitues in other ridings

‘acroes the country to start petitions amongst their

constituents In the hopes of bringing enough
pressure on the government to take some action to
end the over o month old labor dispute which has
shut down the post office.

Because of the mall sirike, Jelinek has enlisted
the aid of riding newspapers to publish his petition
and after they are filled out return them o the
newspaper office. The Free Press is co-operating.
He will plek up Acton petitions on a regular basis at
the Free Press,

He just started the petition in Oakvlile on Satur-
day ond by Tuesday morning had ccliected over
4,000 signatures,

To be a legal petitlon presented to the House of

Commons and federal cabinct people must print-

their name, sign thr.-kl'urm and put down their ad-
This postal strike has resulted in his offices in

Hallon and Ottawa receiving more calis and |

telegrams about the strike than any other lssue dur-
ing his politlcal career,

Now he hns started the petition and il is really
“snowbolling.”

He hopes “hundreds and hundreds of thousands of
slgnatures'’ can be collected across Canada to be
presented to the Postmaster General Andre Qulette
and the rest of the Liberal cabinet. He notes {t can't
be presented to Prime Minlsier Plerre Trudeau
because he [s1n Africa on vacation.

Calls and telegrams have been coming in “'non-
stop’’ aince the start of the strike and In fact are in-
creasing each week the strike continues, Jellnek
says ''proportionately™ he has received as many
calls and telegramas from Acton as from the rest of
the riding.

Yugoslav Centre
Town plots
‘legal action

Halton Mills is consldering taking legal actlon
ageinst the newly opened Canadlan-Yugoslay cen-
tre on Highway 25 south of Acton.

Noise from the Centre has neighboring resldents
at the end of thelr ropes wilh frustration and anger,
and noise bylaw violatlon charges have already
been lald by Halton Region Police. The matter was
to be brought to court yesterday (Tuesday) but the
results were not known at press time.

Georgo Brockelsby, of
from the centre, altended last nigh

t's council
meeting to present a petillon from 27 disturbed
residents.

In hi= presentation to council, Brockelsby describ-
ed what neighbors consider a nightmare every Sun-
day afternoon since June 14, Until then no one waos
even aware of the centre, He explained the public
address system was turned on about 1.30 p.m. and
continued into the early evening. Nothing was soid
bcc#iuse he and neighbors theught It was a one doy

cnic.
pl'ﬁm next week, the 5ame problem and noise
arose. By July 5, the nolse was loud cnough to call
police, Brockelsby sald. Before the day was out the
police had to visit the site three times, and stil! the
nolse persisted, he claimed, The public address
system has been on as lale as 8 p.m.,, Cathy
Brockeleby snys,

According to Mr, Brockelsby the police have been
called every Sunday since then, except for ono week
when the weather was poor. Resldents in the area

for 30 years are just as upset as he and his wife, who }

just moved to the area three months ago.
Brockelsby pointed out on July 24, the president of

the centre visited his home and asked the neighbors
to compromise, Brockelsby sald he pointed out the :

{Coniinued onpage 3)

inside
Acton’s first daycare centro will open hext month.
Moreonpage B2. '

Police had to disperse a large crowd from in front of
the taxi sland over the weekend. Turn to pago 2.
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¢ Third Line, a half mile §

Eden House s a happy place to llve. Detz;ll:: on page

He is particularly concerned about the strike's
impact on small businesses which are “'dropping
til:ie Ries" right across Canada, including in Halton
riding.

Jelinek isn’t sure how much impact the strike is
having on Acton firms, though he did receive a
telegram of concern from Standardbred, a horse
magazine produced in Acton where staff was laid
off,

His pelition calls for the immedlate recall of
Porllament to legislale the Canadian Unlon of
Postal Workers back on the job,

Remember, bring your petitions to the Free Press
office on Willow St. North, during business hours or
put through the mall slot off hours.

I the undersigned hereby petition the Government
of Canada lo recall Parliament {orthwith for the

pose of the legislating the Canadian Union of
Postal Workers back to work in order that full
postal service may be restored.

NAME (print)
SIGNATURE
ADDRESS

——
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I Dr. Bill Gregg !s shown here with itis fully restored Tiger Moth biplane. When he feels the need to get
away from his RR 2, Reckwood farm he just takes off Into the wild blae yonder.

When Bill takes off,
he really takes off

Renbly gelting away from it all,

When Dr.'Blll Gregg wants to escape the long
hiours of work on his RE2 Rockwood farm, he just
reva up the motor and takes off.

But when Dr. Gregg takes off, it isn't down the
road but up into Lthe blue in a rare, and fully re-
stored DeHavilland Tiger Moth biplane.

Dr. Gregg bought the Tiger Moth, one of the
very last built, and had it restored to flying con-
ditlon by expert aircralt refurblsher Wat Martin
who incldently, restored the Moth once used by
bush pilot Max Ward, now the head of Wardalr.

The alrcralt was purchased as a form of slde
exhiblt to complement Dr. Gregg's unique
Canadlan Milltary Historical Society muscum
whlch fentures, perhaps, Canada's finest collec-
tion of Second World War trucks, armored cars,
and light tracked vehicles,

And when Dr. Gregg straps on his goggles and
turns over the diminutive two-blade wooden pro-
peller of the Gypsy englne, anyonc lucky enough
to come along for & rlde beglns to understand

why there was so much fascination with flight
prior to the present age of jel propulsion.

OIf the short grass landing strip on Dr. Gregg's
property at a stately 60 mph, a Tiger Moth docs
not so much shoot into the sky a8 waft upwards,

All the vibratlons and the sensation of moving
flaps and a busy, little four-cyclinder motor

come literally through the “seat of the pants.”

The ground s never more than a {ew hundred
[cot away.

Even if the engine should develop a malfunc- B
tlon, there (3 the feeling the Tiger Moth would B
just glide slowly back to earth like a butterfly.

Another sensation 18 that of the pllot belog in §
{full control at all times instead of the closed door |
at the far end of [irst eloss, .

Imagine, instead of just spending o bright §
summer doy sitting around home, having the §
abillty fo hop in your own aircraft and as Dr.
Gregg says “*just take off and [y around,”

What o way to go!




