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Parents should police their
‘mini-bike riding children

Halton Police have a tough job
ahead of them in cracking down
on mini-bike riders around Acton,
unless they receive the assistance
of parents.

There's lots of spots around
town where these annoying little
machines, more often than not
riden by children who shouldn't be
on anything more powerful than
bicycles, have been buzzing ar-
ound since spring returned.

They clearly shouldn’t be on the
streets, and not just because its il-
legal. Often they are ridden in an
irresponsible and dangerous man-
ner.

And there's no reason for them

to be ripping around local parks
and vacant Jands causing proper-
ty damage and noisily disturbing
peaceful neighborhoods. That’s
also illegal. - -

Police ask a sensible question
when they wonder why parents
even buy their youngsters these
machines.

Parents would be doing them-
selves and their children a favor if
they stopped buying mini-bikes
and the ones who already have
them would be well advised to put
them away in the garage, per-
manently.

Police have better things to do
in Acton than chase around after a
bunch of kids on mini-bikes keep-

ing them from tearing up the park -

grounds or keeping them from
ruining every nice evening in
homeowners back yards over the
next few months.

Police service is expensive.,

Unfortunately we must ail pay
for the police to do the job of some
irresponsible parents.
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It’s good news students will

research our leather history
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The dual announcements that
Monte Carlo night made Leather-
town over $2,000 and that Ottawa
is coming up with over $9,000 for
three students to research our
leather heritage is welcomed
news.

The idea of a walking tour of Ac-
ton’s leather attractions is a gem.

Unfortunately, until the news
this week, it was going to be a long
time being realized.

Money is needed for the glassed
in cases which will be in front of
buildings of leather historical
signifigance. The profit from
Monte Carlo night will prove to be
just a drop in the bucket of what s
needed, but its a big drop and a
good start.

However, the biggest obstacle
was proving to be collecting the
information.

Finding volunteers to tackie the
mammaoth research job was prov-
ing difficulit. |

Also, those with information to
offer seemed reluctant to sit down
with pen and paper and record
their reccllections, They were
very willing to sit down over tea

and remember though. People
weren't coming forward with
facts after looking at the two
history displays which were in
store windows earlier this year.

It appeared the research alone
was going to take ages, which
would mean the tour itself was a
very long-term goal.

Now, with the help of three
students, long-time residents’
recollections will be picked clean,
files of .this newspaper scoured
and Ontario archives probed.

There's a wealth of information
to be gleaned. The problem was
finding people with the time and
energy to wade through every-
thing. ) |

Many think these student make.
work projects are a waste of tax

dollars but here's an exampleof a

summmer job which will hopefully
produce a return far exceeding
the investment.

If we're lucky some qualified,.
concerned students from Acton
will apply for the positions
through Manpower and fill the
three jobs.

Dur readers write

a

Petition against deer hunt

Dear Sir:

Reflecting on the Halton Regional
Councll meeting, Wednesday May 8th,
we would like to express our salis-
faction that council deferred the
decision of the three-day deer hunt pro-
posed for 1981.. This allows delegates
time to collect & petition from those
opposed to the hunt,

The publle, the council, and the Mini-
stry of Natural Resources, now have
three weeks Lo become more aware [hat
there has not been o management study
done on the deer since 1970, (Cumming
and Waldon).

How many deer are there in the
region now? The Minlstry s
speculating on deer population based on
road slaughter increase in the last 20
years. The Minlatry has failed to
consider incrense of traffic flow volume
during the same time period!

We do cmpathize with certaln fruit
and nursery businesses which have lost
substantial amounts of money, due to
deer feeding on thelr produce. Why
should all landowners in the region
suffer from the Intlmidation of hunters,
owing to few complaints. Perhaps the
cansideration of opening the hunt on
these particular farmers' properties,
could be n just eclution.

It has been publicized that there was
no objection to another deer hunt this
fall. It must have been over-looked that
1ast fall there were In excess of 2,500 No
Hunting, No Trespassing sigas posted
fn objection to the hunt.

. We would also llke to remind the pub-
lle we were lend to belleve ‘'deer
hunting is not allowed in the Region of
Halton' according to the MNR's

summary of hunting regulations.

* According to the MNR, a report on
the 1880 hunt ('pre-hunt information
plan"}, was issued to the media to re-
cognize that, “it was easential that the

public be carrectly informed about the

hunt." We are not aware that any con-
cerned landowners In the region
recelved such knowledge.

The MNisgara Escarpment s o
favorable reservoir for all wildlife and
ecology, We should be thankful that we
have the opportunlty to enjoy such a
unique area, There are 1,685 hunlers
who wished to have the white-tailed
deer removed from existence in this
natural setting. Of those, only 31 per-
cent were residents.

We are convinced the majority of the
residents as well a8 wisitors, would
prefer (o preserve the deer.

1f the Minlstry can obtain biologlcal
data, proving that indeed there is an
over-population of deer, we will rest our
cnse. Until such time, we are re-
questing that Lhose concerned persons
clip out the attached poll and send it
into this newspaper.

On behalf of the timid, defenseless
deer, we thank you for your support.
Plense act now!

Debble Kilmer
Pauline Mortland

[, the undersigned, am opposed to &
three-dny deer hunt in Halton and

Flamborough in 1981. The MNR has not.

provided sufficlent evidence that there
ls an over-population of deer in our
area,

NAME:
ADDRESS: (optional)

Conadians are always up to th
hot water.

Actop resident Murray Harrison was the

men's runner-up In the Euchre Night re-
cently for the Fireflies Camping Ciub.

Murray is the president of the George-

town club.

+ + +
This time lnst week, 1 thought I had
hroke even during the recent Monte Carlo
night to help raise funds for Leathertown.
well, I was wrong. While rifling through
my purse last week, I discovered a famll-
inr blue chip in the very bottom of the bag.
1t was worth 50 cents a few nighta before,
but that day it was uselesa. I had actually
been up 50 cents over the night. What made
me mad was that I dida't have enough
change for the pop machine, but 1 was

stuck with that stupld chip.

P
More birthday greetings this weck to a

visitor to Acton from Ausiralla. Michael
Van Der Haar, a guest of Bob and Janet

Fleming turns 19 next week. He's learning

. the swimming pool business so when he re-

turns to Melbourne he can eﬁluin why
eir necka in

+ + +

Although Canada Wonderland in Maple
has not offielally opened, at least four
Actoniana have had o sneak preview of the
new tourist altraction.

Brigan and Jane Robertson, and two-
year-old son Tommy, and Jane's sister
Mary Watson enjoyed Saturday touring
the [ncilities,

Mary sald she wouldn't risk sulelde on
therldes, but had & good time just walking
around sightseelng,

+ + o+

Does your yard need s&mclng up? Has it
taken flve years to get the garage painted
and it stiil hoan't been done? Or maybe you
need some help spring cleaning? Well,

The high school Cuters Club members
will do ali these things and more for you,
for o small (or lerge) donation to the

group.
Cafl the high school and speak to any
member of the club, :

+ + +

Good to see Ernle Marks up and around
after o stay in hespital recently.
+ + +
Hope to see another Acton resident feel-
ing better soon. Halton Hills councillor
Terry Grubbe has been under the weather
Intulﬁewima perslstent inner ear infection.
But being the trooper she ia, she still at-
tends her meetlngs regularly, without
complaints,
+ 4+ o+
Hey Ted, we are all stil] walting for your
absclute proof of the location of Frank
Prouse's car dealership back in the 3.

. Ted Tyler promised this great proof that

Mr, Prouse's garage was always located
at the present site of Achilles Mators, and
never at the previously published L and L

Ford site. Well Ted, that was almost 8

menth ago, and every Wednesday night 1
expect your phone call. Don't disappoint
me.

+ + 4+

Got n nlce surprise in the malil, courtesy
of my mother in Collingwood. It wns a copy
of my home town paper, and the very first
paper I ever worked for. Good old Mom
gave me a subscription.

If 1 hadn't recelved that issue, I would
never have known that the ugliest girl In
my high school was getting married,anda
friend has & very succesafu] taxidermist
business. {No, the two items are not rel-
ated).

Even tho I huve been away from
Collingwood for almost nloe years receiv-
ing that paper makes me feel a part of the
town, it givea me ties other than my {am-

1jlflﬂunzl your hometown paper can do the
sorne. Heading out to university In the
fall?-Or have you just graduated and got a
job out of town? Make sure you take the
Free Press with you, No matter how far
away [rom home you are, you can always
be sure of a little bit of Acton coming into
your life once a week.

+ + +

Cﬂngrntulutinns to Dr. Ron Trenton
Acton's veterinarlan, who is e.rimnding his
busjness into Georgetown. I told you four
years ago Acton would be good for you.

When Ron flrst moved to town he was,

surprised to meet up with a fellow high
school classmate, who was living in Acton.
They hadn't seen cach other In years. It
was Free Press reporter Eric Elstone.
They met in the Free Press newsroom
while 1 was interviewing Ron when he first
came to town. Nowthat's a small world!
+  +  +

Former Free Press Rockwood rier
Barb Wynneck has accepted a posilion on
the stafl of the Community Mental Health
Clinle.

Barb is a psychiatric nurse by trade and
left her pari-time job with the Free Press
over o year ago to join the stoff of
Homewood in Guelph.

She views her new job ot the Clinlc as
ancther new challenge and s loaking for-
ward to pll the position offers.

+ + 4+

Now that Mothers' Day has come and |

gane, start thinking about Fathera' Day, in
June. Just like Mom's specinl day, Dad’s
day wlll sneak up on you.

+

+ +
I hit & raccoon the other night coming

home from visiting relatives in Brampton.
f really had no cholce. It came out of the
dark and was in my lane. Cars were com-
ing toward me 6o | couldn't swerve,

The death of the raccoon upzet me, Not
only because I killed an animal, but be-
cause It could just have enstly have been a
dog or a cat. They are constantly running
out in front of cars around town, I've
noticed.

Same people fecl it is cruel to tle up an
animal, but 1 feel {1 is cruel to let it run
free. A dog doesn't know to look both ways
before it crosses the strect, or tocross at a
crosswalk. It is difflcult encugh Lo follow
the rules of the rond, while anticipating
what another drlver, not to mention what
kids, are going to do. But to have to deal
with an anlmal on the side of the road and
wonder what |8 next move I8 golng to be Is
unfair to the driver.

You can't tle up your kid to keep him
from playing in the streets, but you can le
up your dog. Save a llfe, buy a chain,

4+ + 4+

I've heard about them, but I've never
heard them myself—the radio commer-
clals for the olde Hide House. The one I
heard was on CHUM radlo early Sunday
morning. It was prelty good, had a resl
flare to it. But for some reascn I had to
smile when it ended with "in the centre of
Acton”. Somehow, It's hard to think of
there belng a “centre" of Acton. A down-
town maybe, but not a centre.

don't despair, help is on the way.,

Club,
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Mrs. Phyllis- Arnott locks for a bargaln at the [
Y's Meneites rummage sale, held in conjunction
with the Y’s Men auclion Friday night at the Curllng T8kin

g m break from the Y's Aten Auctlon Friday night are Jefi to right: Margeret

Wilson, Bea Benson and Ann Peterson,

ISSues

10 years ago

Wednesday, May 12, 1871

Almost 100 people have becn lald off at
Mason Knitting Company. The present
financtal plight of the company {ollowed
consolidatlon of the company with S, Len-
nard and Sons of Dundas, with their
employecs moving to the Acton plant. The
company started 45 years ago. George
Mazon sold the business {n 1964.

Donna Darby wen the Rachlin public
speaking trophy. Runner-up was Sharon
Phillips.

For those who are away weekends, Acton
Clergy Assoclatlon is arranging o church
service every Wednesday evening in the
summer.

Art Hilliard, one of Ontario's top band dir-
ectors, has taken over as bandmaster for six
months.

M and A restaurant has been completely
redecoraled,

20 years ago

Thursday, May 11, 1561

Three new teachers have been engaged
for the public schools, Helen Landsboreugh,
Mrs. Marie Andrews and Miss Audrcy
Allison,

Miss Marilyn Rognvaldson has graduated
from Rycrsomn. :

The C.P.H, station al Campbellville will
be closing soon.

Singers from nine rural one-room schools
in Nassagaweya and Esquesing took part in
the North Halton rural music festival at the
Robert Little sehool. S.5. No. 6 Nassag-
aweya and Pinegrove had the most wins.

Tonlght over 120 eager canvassers start
on the campaign to ralse $60,000 for the com-
munity centre. $10,420 has been pledged
already, Window stickers and Japel pins go
to donors.

R.J. Cooksley was elected chairman of Lhe
?EW County Industrial commiltee, Ontario's

irst.

John Goy Jr¢ was nomed the Most
Valuable Player on the Bantam hockey
team, chosen by vote.

50 years ag}a

Thursday, May 14, 1331

The annual contest of Acton Women's
Christian Temperance Union was held in
Knox school roem and atiracted a large
gothering. Mrs. James Symon, president,
was on the platform and the principal, Miss
Benncit, supervised the program. Prize
winners were Grace Lantz, Wilma Stewart,
Isabel Switzer, Pear! McEnery, Barbara
Guthrie, Elwood Jehnston, Phyllis Mackie,
Henry Ivers, Myrtle Alrdrie, Ross
Swackhamer, Dora Denny, Audrey
Chalmers, Jack Graham, Alzena Gibson,
Ada Elliott, Violet Elliott, Adn Elliott, Jean
Bennie. The judges were Mrs, Harry Main-

rize, Mrs. A.T. Brown and Miss Farr-
ngion, '

The Halton Rifles will soon resort to the
ald title of the Lorne Rifles. Capt. J.R,
Barber now commands D. Company at Ac-
ton and Georgetown and has as his officers
Licutenants Early, Lawson, Buchanan and
Sutherland,

/5 years ago

Thursday, May 10, 1004

The death of Mrs. S.A. Secord removes
one who was intimately assoclated with Ac-
ton for nearly 50 years, Notwithstanding
that she passed her 85th birthday she was
able to attend to her business interests dal-
ly. She was born in Ireland and came to
Canada at 13. She received her education in
Hamilton at Mr, Cruikshank's famous select
school for young ladies, After she married
and removed to Acton, she conducted o
general store at the corner of Mill and Main
Sts, When the store wos destroyed by lire
with characteristic encrgy she erected n
fine building on the opposite corner and had
a store there for the noxt 20 years. After she
retired this premises was destroyed by fire
and o smaller building was built there, Her
garden was the cynosure of all eyes . . .She
may be truthfully said to be the founder of
St. Alban's church. It was in her parior the
first church of England service was held.
She arranged concerts and entertainments
to help pay for the new church .. .Her
mother love to her Lhree sons was predomi-
nant . ..

Church St. has sustained the strain of the
heavy tonnery teaming surprisingly. New
wide tired wagons are Lo be put on at once
and they will help conserve the road.

100 years ago

Thursday, May 12, 1851

Would it not be a good idea for the reeve of
Acton to proclaim Arbor Day, for the plant-
ing of trees?

Heeve Smith has sold the farm east of the
G.T.R. depot for $3,600. The property com-
prises b2 acres.

The members of Acton Company No. 8,
20th Batt., Halton Rifles, are to drill every
Saturday evening in the drill hall until they
gotocamp. ' :

Mr, L. Shain of Glen Willlams vislied Ac-
ton with his fine trotting stallion Lapadis
Chlef and his stail In Agnow’s stable was the
centre of attraction to the lovers of horse
flesh.

. The posts for the new street lamps have
been erected.

Revenue for Acton Post elfice Is increas-
Ing. The revenue from the sale of postage
stamps ete. last year was $1,288.15.




