by Diana Walimann

After spending a full week simulating day to day
life of a cystic fibrosis victim, 17-year-cld AHS stud-
ent Ulrike Thiel is glad it's over.

“T hated doing it,’" she said of the daily reutine
involving exercises and a specialized diet. “'1 looked
forward to theend of it.”

The week was part of a combined school and com-
munity project, in which Thicl got invelved alter
she was approached by teacher Bill Taylor and the
Georgetown Kinsmen, ‘

Bob Malcolmson of the Kinsmen said they were
loaking for o new way to bring the realities of CF to
the attention of the general public and teenagers
specifically, especially at the club-sponsored Bump-
for-Life fund raising dance later this month.

Having experienced CF as closely as possible
without actunlly contracting the killer disease,
Thie) could tell others what it is really like.

She presented her project at a school assembly
last Wednesday. While she spoke on the ex-
periences, her brother Andreas showed slides he

tock of her going tarough therouline at home,

The first part of the study had Thiel visiting Sick
Children’s Hosplial in Toronto back in March, for a
tour of Lhe CF wing, buili by the Kinsmen Ciub, and
a first-hand look at treatments and therapy with
doctors specinlizing in the disease,

CF, she learned, is the high content of sodium
chloride {salt} in the body's respiratory system.
Victims suffer from thick salvia and mucus In the
lungs, making them less flexible.

And since victlms den't take nutrients from food,
they also suffer from a digestive problem. They can
experience bowel problems, bloated stomachs and
gas. There is no cure.

The disease is terminal, a case sadly brought to
point for Thiel last month when she returned {o Sick
Children's.

*1 talked to a 13-year-old girl who has CF but
she's not as sick as some others,'’ said Thiel.

"She thrives on keeping active by swimming and -

running. It keeps her healthler and thot's really
important to her.

“She is thinking beyond the age of 20 (most vie-
tima don't live boyond 20 to 30 years ola), even
though her slster died of CF the week before 1 spoke
with her.”

Her sister was 17-years-old.

Despite the sadness Thiel said she felt much bet-
ter after talking to the girl, who was a patient at
Sick Children’s with a bad cold.

“Sheis a bright, little girl and a real fighter. She
wan't give up. The whole family was helpful,” Thiel
added.

She sald she found stmulating CF hard to adjust
to, especially the dependency on other le.”
"But I met someone with CF,”’ Thiel added, *'who is
able to do everything himsell, so I thought I this
guy could do it, socould [."

During the seven days, Thlel had to ¢ut down on
her actlvities and at mealtime eat 30 pleces of car-
rot, celery or raisins instead of the required 3C pilis.

CF vietims must eat fatty foods at least six times
a day, Thiel substituted water and juices for the ex-
tra meals.

CF victims face difficult life, student finds

She borrowed a portable compressor which, with
stepm, clears the bronchinl tubes and lungs,
2lthough she didn'l use the steam.

“I had to get up a hall-hour earlier every day, go
through the routine, go to school, come home and do
the same thing all over agein.

- “It got to a point where instead of taking all those
plls, you fust don't feel like eating.

“But I did get the feel of what CF victims go
through, although I didn't have the discomfort and
pain and I didn't have to be careful about such
things as catching o cold,”

Thiel said she was left “aware’ after the weck
was over. She still has to make a presentotion on the
subject next semester for her walkabout course.
And the Kinsmen have mentioned a magazine artl-
cle she might write, But Thiel said, besldes working
on fund-roising projects there's not much else she
can do to help CF victims.

“I do realize now,” she sald “‘we need to raise o
lot of money for research. Cystic fibrosis 18 not just
o disease—it's people.”
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Town asks restoration committee

Is town hall still worth saving?

The Acton town hall restoration committee musl
tell the municipality if they think the buliding is still
worth saving in light of possibly lower than exp-
ected provincial grants and escalated restoration
costs,

Halton Hills recreation director Tom Shepard will
meet with the restoration committee later this week
to further review the cloudy grants picture and will
be secking clarifications on Wintario, Herltage
Foundation and Community Centres Act gronts
criterin. Escalated costs and possible bullding uses
will also be on the agenda.

Shepard says the town needs to find out if the
restoration committee feels saving the building is
still a realistic project.

Then the ball will be in council’s court. Council
would have to allecate funds for an update of the
1977 cansultant's report to look at building uses, and

escalated costs before anything further could be
done. The grants eligibility condition that council
aceept all project costs is also an appearant stumbl-
ing block.

Monday evening chairman of counctl’s town hall
steering committee Terry Grubbe; commitlee
members Pam Shelden, Harry Levy and John

" McDonald; Mayor Peter Pomeroy; councillors

Ross Knechtel, Dave Whiting and Russ Miller;
restoration committee members Dr. George Elliott,
Alice Duby, Yvonne Rosenquist and Doug Fread;
Kathy Sanford (rom Actario; and Shepard, clerk-
administrator Ken Richardson and deputy clerk
Detmar French and Acton recreation co-ordinator
Joy Gwillam met to discuss the lown hall for near:y
an hour,

Grubbe, who said she was “thrilled” by the turn-
gut for the meeting, sald Shepard gave Lhe cilizens

anupdate on the status of deadlines and grants.

Mrs, Sanford reported Actarlo will raise $27,000
for the town hall and the restoration commitlee
noted they have $7,516 "in hand or committed" for
the project. A few years ago Hallen Hills earmark-
ed $40,000, the cost of demolition at that time, to
restoration il citizens could secure the balance of
the restoration cost through fund raising and
grants, The 1977 consultant's reporl pegged restorn-
tion cost at $236,000 and that was u
n 19749,

Fread hos given the commitiee an estimation an
the current restoration cost. That figure wasn't
revealed in an interview with commitiee members
after the meeling, however Elliott did say “'I don't
think $375,000 is outrageous'’ even if the town paid
the whole restoration expense considering the cost
of the library-cultural centre being bulit in Gearge-
town or the town's contemplation of building a $1.6
miilion municipal bullding possibly &5 soon as 1682,

Shepard said after the meeting because of

IGA objection not dropped :i::i:istsme=

Landawn Shepping Centres hasn’t withdrawn its
obiection to the IGA plaza to be built downiown on
the site of the Dominion Hotel.

Local contractor Doug Fread, who with a partner
is building the new IGA supermarket and about six
retail stores, said in an interview this week an

agreement hasn't been struck with Landown’s pres- -

ident Jerry Sprackman.

In addtion, Halton Hills planning board chalrman .

Mike Armstrong said Monday Sprackman is ex-
pected to appear before councillors Inter this mon-
th. He predicted last week Sprackman will with-
draw his abjection and that may still happen.

A few weeks ago Sprackman jodged an objection
to the town's rezoning of a small piece of the IGA
plaza site with the Ontario Municipal Board, delay-
ing the start of construction for an estimated three
months or more. Fread had planned to start con-
structionin June. '

Fread said he and IGA owner Dave Manes re-
ceived a letter from Sprackman this week and the
developer doesn'’t like the wording of the two letiers
they wrote, which are identical, stating they they
wouldn't object to his plaza proposal for the east
side of Acton. Sprackman sent back copies of two
letters for Fread and Manes to sign, but they don't
like his wording. Fread said he is now considering
their next move. Manes is out of the country on vac-
ation.

Sprackman, who has referred Halton Hills reject-
ton of his plaza pro ! to the OMB for o hearing,
has offercd to withdraw his objection to the IGA
plaza if Fread and Manes agree to sign his letters
saying they won't object to his plan, ’

Armstrong, speaking to councillors, said he has

seen the letters Sprackman sent to Fread and’

Manes and 1s “given to understand'’ they will go
along with Landnwn's offer. He evidently wasn't
aware of the Iatest hitch.

However, Armstrong said he was confused by
part of the letter Sprackman’s lawyer sent to him,

One paragraph says once the two local business-
men sign their lefters and they are executed ond
Halton Hills enacts the nppropriate Official Plan
and zoning bylaws for Sprackman's property east of

The federal government is going to give the
Leathertown committee a big hand in research-
Ing Acton’s leather history.

A grant of $9,072 is coming to Leathertown
from the Summer Canada 1981-student employ-
ment program for the hiring of Lhree studenta, -

The grant was confirmed in a call from Halton
MP Otto Jelinek to Leathertown chairman Chip
Petrillo last week.

Petrillo said he has been working with
Employment Cannda officlal Borbara Heller, a
former resident of Acton and relative of the Hel-
ler fam!ly which operates a large leather in-
dustry here, to secure the grant for several
weeks.

The grant covers the wages and benefits for
the three students, one project manager and two
project workers, for a period of 16 weeks.

Leathertown hopes to hire the three students
soon so the pile of work can begin.

The Irio of students will research Acton's
leather history, the development and in some
cases demise of local leather firmas, history of

Churchill Rd. South he'll withdraw his objection to

. Lhe IGA plaza.

Armstrong said he has never given any indlcation
Halton Hills will approve the zoning and official
Plan amendments for Landawn's project,

This appears to be a brand new condition for Lan-
dawn's co-operation on the IGA plaza, one which
councillors seem to have no intention of complying
with,
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Billy Agozzine, €, finds the bicycie of his dreams at
the Y's Men auction Friday, Plenly of children's
toys found new homes at the puttlon,

Student workers grant
research leather history

local leather landmarks, how the leather in-
dustry ended up here and how Acton grew up
around the Industry. in short thelr goal will be to
compile a “foctual, historical account” of
Leathertown,

The reasearch will be carried out by searching
Lhe [ilea of The Acton Free Press, doing research
at the Ontario archives and Interviewing long-
Ume residents aboul their recoliections.
Asslstance will be sought from the Ontario Herit-
age Foundation, Halton Business Development
Office, Ontarlo Historical Society and other
SOUTCes,

The project is o malor step (owards making
the walking historical tour of Acton's leather in-
dustry a reality. The students will nlso do some
of the art work needed for the various plagues
and exhibits which will make up the walking
tour.

Petrillo noted Ms. Heller sald this was the {irst
project application she could recall ever secing
from Acten in the (ive years she hos worked in
student summer employment.

changes tn grants criterin -and costs which may
have escalated 'signifantly" restoration of the town
hall is “glmost like a brand new project again."

Heritage funds may not be as high as the $70,000
the restoration committee cxpected. Mrs. Duby
noted they learned at Lhe meeting they might get as
Iittle support as a letter of commendation,

Alsp, Pomeroy Informed residents, to secure a
Herltage grant the town hall must be declared an
historical bullding by the province. This was Jearn-
ed only recently, Elliott sald he couldn’t understand
why lﬁey miggt not get $70,000 for the town hail
fromn Heritage when Alymer and Milton have rec-
elved in the neighborhood of $100,000. Halton Hills

ted to $286,400

has designated the bullding historical but the

Heritage grant hinges on if the province thinks it is
of histerical signifigance, Elllott said he belleves a
good case could be made for the town hall being of
historical signlfigance because it |s a "unique ex-
ample of architecture of that peried.”

To qualify for a Wintario grant the town must

{Continued on page2)

inside

A Limehouse area resident has sparked a contro-
versy over Halton's plana {or a deer hunt, Turn to

piges 4, Bland B7.

There won't be a second hydro corvider in the Acton

area. Moreonpage 3.

A reader lhinks money saved on snow plowing

should be spent on mosqultospraying. See page 6.
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Chrissy Poulsen, left and Leagh Whiting were junt
fwo of the many brownies and guldes cleaning up
tocal parks Salurday. Chrissy and Leagh cleared

the parkland around the |ibrary and Robert Little
Schoo! of refuse,
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pal? T

ntln-l cast of the Robert Little opercita His Majesty's P rehearse a scene {or fonight's production, The

;
k

) cook has just baked a deliclous ple for the king while the villalnous chancellor and his sldekick the secrelary .
{scheme to make trouble. Left to right back row Mary Moore (secretary), Paul Campbell (chancetlor), §
| Micheile Perry (princess), Tracy Flindell (herald), Jane Ball (cook}, Kim McCallum (page). Seated 4l H
i Briggs (troubadour), Ole Fisker (King) and Bl Wirth (knight). The Opercita Is a Canadinn production, [
| written by Kelth Blssell. Muslc teacher Lenora Vickery directed the grade three, four and five students, It !

l runs tonight {Wedneaday) at 8 p.m. and tomorrow night, alsoai 8,
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Rears have again been epotted just outslde Acton.
Jean Johnsten, RR3J, Acton, said in an interview
this week ahe and a companion spolted a pair of
bears near Highway 25 Thursday morning around 7
o.m. The sighting was made about four miles north

of town,

Last year a large black bear was killed after it al-
tacked llvestock in bush east of the First Line of
Erin Township. Later In the summer a bear and
cubs were sighted in the same area. A few years
previously cubs were also seen In the Ballinafad
area,

Mra, Johnston said cne of the bears was near the
woods while the other was in the yard of property
next to her home on hway 25 where a new house
Is belng bullt. She noted the bears were only about a

Bears seen north of Acton
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mile away from where the bear was shot last sum-
mer,

One of the bears was only about 50 feet from the
road, Mrs. Johngton estimated.

She said at first she thought the bear was a big
shaggy dog but as she got closer it became obylous
it was o bear. She has seen bears belore in Nova
Scotia, She passed the bears and came back for a
second loclt, but they were gone.

““The closer I got I could see it was a big, lumber-
ing bear. They couldn't have been out of hibernation
for long because thelr hair was too long, They ap-

red Lo have been hall grown so thoy were around
ast year,' Mrs. Johnston said.

“It sure shocked me, I had scen some big foot-
prints in my own back yard so I won't be camping
out.”

Winter was mixed blessing
for Halton crop prospects

With the carly spring the cutlook for Halton crops
this season iﬁfpr'i!itl;fg good, accord to Halton
Agriculture Representative Heary oy.

About two-thirds of the spring grains--oals,
barley and mixed grains—have been put into the
ground. Seeding took piaca between (wo and threo

ka ngo.
weszme EI the corn crop was planted in the north ¢nd
of Halton, however, farmers are siill busy planting
the butk of thecrop.

The early frost threatened some of the apple crop,
however, there was ""not excessive damage,” ac-
cording to the agriculture representative.

Thehay crop looks good. “They look to have coms
through the winter well.”

The very cold winter plus high winds and e lack of
snow killed off much of the winter wheat erop. This
was especially true on the open ficlds, When there
was some protection, the winter wheat survived.

{Continued on paged)
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