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Lioyd Masales has got to be one of Acton’s
most enthusiastic ball fans. He's nearing 80 now
but watches avidly minor lcague games in Pros-
pect Park~the same park he smashed curve
balls in G0 years ago.

The [lirst of his famlly to play ball, Lloyd had
the joy of seeing a younger brother, Tinny, ton
Owen and grandsons Terry and Gary become
just as good players and fans as himseli,

Youngsters played ball as a matter of course in
the carly 1900's—hard ball then, not soft ball as
now,

"“Never coutd stand softball” says Lloyd.

Boys organized their own teams, bought their
own gloves for $1.50, saving their nickels and
dimes or “sticking thelr family for it,” and
learned the game at Prospect Park,

For those with a little'extra talent the chance
to star with the Acton Ball Club became a reality
ot age 17 or 8o.

Llgyd, then called "“Honny™ for reasons he
could never figure (the late Art Andersen hung

Lioyd Masales

other forms of entertainment, Acton youth exp-
ended their energy supporting their teams. Be-
Ing a member of a representalive team was qulte
a social coup.

“We had some good players and played some
fine teamns,” Lioyd remembers.

Haiton County League included Oakville,
Georgetown, Millon, Limehouse, Brookville,
Campbellville.

played [or Acton.

that moniker on him), led the Halton County Lea-
gue with his batting average one year when hEi

Those were the days when sports took up a
much larger part of Actonians’ lives. Without

Did foot dragging by
Halton Hills lese Acton
an industry which would

have employed 400
people?
A Toronto lawyer

claims that's what hap-
pened, but Mayor Peter

Pomeroy says it lsn't
true.

- In a letter received by
Halton Hills planning
board Monday night
Roger Elliott, repres-
enting Alleo Con-

struction, wrote ‘‘as |
know certain members of
council are aware, my
client Jost a major indus-
trial interest Jast year
becouse there appeared
ta be no movement in
planning approval for
this site. I am told that
the employment pros-
pects from that interest
approximated 400 per-
sons. That induslrial con-
cern has since located
outside the province.

Early last year an
Official Plan amendment
was approved to allow
industrial development

of property west of High-

way 25 and north of High-
way 7, adjacent to the
present Industrial park,

However, the region,
while in support of the of-
ficlal plan change hns
held it up pending deter-

‘mination it the property

can be serviced.

Mayor Peler Pomeroy
said he was aware
Rubbermald was inter-
ested in locatlon in Acton
some time ago, not last
year, but that [irm went
to Guelph because there
wes cheap land. As far as
Pomergy, other coun-
clltors or staff knew there
was no industry which
was going to come here
and then didn't because
the town wasn't mov
ahead with the amen
ment on Lhe Altco land.

Pomeroy sald the only
problem with the slte is it
can't be completely ser-
viced because of limils on
the sewage plant and
questiong regarding if
there is any capacity left
for growth and develop-
ment in Acton.

He described Elliott's
claims as ‘‘completely

Police budget up
21%, errors made

When Hallon region fin-
ance and administration

committee ended its
meeting Thursday they
thought they had nailed

the Halton Regional

Police budget down to a
reasonable 15.7 per cent
increase.

However, after the
meeting, stafl and a few
councillors found errors

had been made and the in-
crease is really about 21
per cent.

Acton regional coun-
cillor Dave Whiting said
they discovered auditors
had used the wrong base
figures and hadn't in-
cluded $240,000 in interest
on debentures for new
police bulldings which
must be paid in 1981.

. . . my name
/s
Lori Mackay %g

llled h'[-’ 5

urprised,"

Lloyd comments,

“Limehouse hod a wonderful team, so did
Brookville and Campbellville”.

But the team Lloyd recalls with greatest
enthuslasm I3 nearby Rockwood team.

Did town lose industry?
Mayor Pomeroy says no

not true. It mokes me up-
set that a sollcitor with no
interest in Halton Hills
would send a [eifer ke
this and include it r3 a
publie dociiment. 1 would
suggest any indusiry go
across the rond where
there is serviced Indus-
trial land if it really in-
teresied in locating * an
industry. This upsefs me,
Itiapecinlly when It's a

E.ﬂ

Elllott urged tha town
implement ita amend-
ment for the 85 to 80 per
cent of the site which s
within the urban ser-
viclng boundary. He sald
Alteo would ogree to aot
take out bullding permits
or try to register its plan
until servicing of the land
is confirmed. Or the lasue
cotld be sent to the Ont-
ario Municlpnl Board
with a final declslon not
being made untll ser-
vicing of the land is con-
firmed. '

Clerk-administrator
said the solicitor
reporied agreement with
Alteo not to bulld until
servicing 1s confirmed
woildn't be binding on &
subsequent owner of the
land and lf the second
alternative was followed
Lhe town would be asked
to seck final approval of
the amendment at the
firat hint of an industry
wanting to locate on the

site regardless if there
was servieing. He urged
the town not implement
the amendment until the
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servicing question is ans-
wered and planning
board agrecd.

‘““Fhey were our blggest opposition and best™,
he says.

He remembers a game at Rochkwood Ball
Park, May 24, 192¢ when Players found them-
selves playing in kneedeep snow by games end.
“1 was soo0-0 cold” shivers Lloyd. He also
remembers fondly the drink that warmed him
up.

Roads weren't paved and the team bounced
frem game to game in the back of an old truck,
sometimes falling out enroule.

Dusty roads led to more than one escapade by
exubsrant lads. Joc Swackhammer had a motor-
cycle, Lloyd explains, recalling the time the two
rode Lhe machine home from a Brookville game,
Entering Acton, the pair saw the Chief of Police
stendlng readside.

The devil got into Joe as he step
covering the Chlel with a cloud of dust.

“"There was dust everywhere,” Lloyd laughs
“1 was 50 scared, we were going that fast—but
the Chief never caught us and couldn’t see who [t
was'',

The Acton team won the league cup several
times during those early years of hard ball but
Lloyd is vague about years. He doesn't think
hard batl survived much inte the 30's In Aceton.

Three major rally days wero held in Acton in
the 20s supported by the Acton Ball Assoclation
and the Acton Band on Deminion Doy, August 1
Civie hoilday, and fall folr time. Lioyd would
head the decoration committee to {ransform Ac-
ton into a bower of cedar and bunting. Tree
boughs would be collected for days ahead of time
and carefully woven all around the wooden strect
peles and over the top. Flzgs and colored paper
completed the array.

“If younsked anybody to doe that for nothing to-
day it would be o different slory,’” he says,

Despite weeckly games and a tannery job at
Beardmore since age 12 Lloyd found time to

on the gas

~ coach many youngsiers' teams.

In 1924, he left Acton for 8 year, the only time
he didn’t reside in town for his B0 year lifespan.
He mannged a Dominjon store at 885 Dovercourt
int Toronto following Ted Hillier of Acton into the
business. However, it was a "‘poor slore’ and
although Lloyd sald he was able to bring profits
up to an accepiable level, the company closed it
down ofter &8 major robbery occured.

Back Lloyd came to Acton. By now he had a
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Acton Ball Club 1919, Bhown h

wife, Elva, and infant son Owen. A stint at Hewit-
son Shioe Company was {ollowed by a job “behind
the taps' at Domlnion Hotel. However, coming
from a "leather family” Lloyd says he couldn't
resist the call of the tannery and spent his
remalning 32 years of working life at Beard-
more, retiring in 1968,
To make ends meet Lioyd and Elva moon:
lighted for 20 years, at R.L. Gregory's movie
thealre. :

Lloyd has seen many changes in Acton from
his childhood days on the Crescent to his young
adulthood on Bower Avenue.

“I've lived near everywhere downtown", he
adds.

He now lives alone in the new scnlors’ apart-
ments on Ellzabeth Drive, He loves his bright
new aparfment especially it's view of Prospect
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Park and the ball diamend. Llovd hasn't [ar to
walk to league games and he's usunlly found
cheering from the bleachers. If the wenther's
cold, like Monday, he'll watch his favorite Blue
Jays on television. He and brother Tinny attend
the Juy games frequently and follow the team
although Tinny is an avowed Cleveland Indians
[an. :

“I haven't as much patience now,” remarks
Lloyd,” I think the games (on television) ore too
long with too much advertising"'.

Even though he docsn’t care for soltball he
feels many of todoys youngsters are good play-
ers, although they wear too much expensive
equipment, he says.

“Bascball is my game" says Lloyd Masales
who starled an Acton legend of bhall-playing
Masales.
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e, Ely Masters, liank Kennedy,

Roy Brown, 7 McKinnon, Boyd Clark, George Anderson; middle row, Joe Kennedy, Eddie Ryder, "Beels"”
Hynes, Lloyd Masales; front row, unknown, Frank Mclntosh, Bob Scott, Bill Arnold, DIll Storey, Nell

McNabb, Charlie McLeod.
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Olde Mill
white sliced
‘bread

Photo courtesy of Lioyd Masales.
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