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Jean-Alain Raffaili lives to paint

Dy Linda Kirhy

it's a peaceful setting—
trees, rolling hills and a
craggy face of Lhe Nia-
garn Escarpment decor-
ated in a fresh blanket of
SIOW.

Tranguaility  exudes
(rom every corner of this
tuxurious farm setting off
:{ighw;ay 25, nurth of Mil-
on

BARBER

GIFTS AND
JEWELLERS

For 36-year-old

French-born inter
Jean-Alaln Roffalli, 1t is

the perfect hide-n-way”

His refuge from clty
chags Is an old chicken
house on the farm con-
verted to an cutdeor stu-

dio.

He i3 scarcely known
locally.

During this ﬁx:iting sale all of our
stock marchandise is reduced,
Rings, Gold, Watches, ali .. . .

BARBER'S

GIFTS AND JEWELLERY

77 MAIN 5T. 8.
DOWNTOWN

877-3482

The ol and wnlerculur
artist who is recagnized
ocross Europe, with stu-
dlas in France and Mex-
ieo, calls Milton home for
several months  every
year.

A student of the art
academies of Siennn and
Florence, he has alzo stu-

died at Alx-en-Provence
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and
France,

More recently
works have
grants
Councll and the Ontario
Arts Council. -

In  Seplember  he
presenied his first public
Conadlan Exhibition at
Loranger Gallery in Tor-
onto of abatract can-
vasses and a series of
atll-life watercolors.

Although  art  hays
played an impartant role
in his tile, it haa only been
during the past seven
yoars Jean-Alain Raffalli
has attempted to make It
his means of support.

It is not easy being an
nrtist and he admits he
musl be ﬁrepured to do
other work to suppert his
f[irst vocation.

That is not difficuit for
him., .

A seasoned globe-trol-
ter, he has crisscrossed
the world as an airline

S{rasbourg ~ in

hls
won bim

. steward for 13 years for

bath Air France and a

irom Canadn

private African airline.

He hns been a gardener
and a dishwasher,

Trained In hotel
management, he ran a
hotel busineas In France
and has worked in Paris,
Germany and England.

He now frequently oug-
ments his artistie income
with hls cocking talents
at the {grm home of his
Mifton host.

The French ortist has
always worked (o palnt
or to learn more about
palnting,

Jean-Alain * Raffalli’s
arrival in Canada came
abaoul quite unexpeciedly
SCYCN yedrs ngo,

He was calering an &
luxury yacht in Monte
Carlo when he met up
with the owner of Lthe Mil-
ton ostiale,

Impressed  with  his
work and obvious ded-
tcaltion, the man inviled
the artist to Canada to
spend seme time palnt-
ing.

e occepted—eand ar-

We are open Monday through
Wednesday 9-4 for light snacks

andlunches.

Thursday and Friday we are
apen untit 8 p.m. for dinner.

Drop in on Saturday — we are
open from noon until 3.

Jean-Alain Ralfaill

rived for iwo weeks,

"The first time [ came
was in the fall. 1 had
never seen stich colors.

“There was o sense of
gpchness, space. | wal-
ked the Bruce Teail every
day,

“"Here you con find
pesice.'”

Every year since thal
first occasion he has re
turped Lo the Milton farm
rom Europe, in time to
catch spring.

Two years ago he be-
came a landed Canadian
immigrant.

During his stay in
Canada he will spend
three or four months
painting in oils and
walercolors.

His converted old chic-
ken house studio siyle is
nathing new.

He remembers renting
a cheap studio in Itnly—a
12th  cenlury  castle

chamber near Florence. -

Cold and damp, it held

. few of Lthe romantic con.

netationa found in falry
tales,

He feels hia extensive
iravelling has benelitted
his art.
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“I{ gave me an outllook.
More than anything clse,
| am aware of colors.

“Inmaony ways it was a
training, a means of pre-
paring myself as an arl-
isi.”’

He describes himsell
ns an abstract ox-
pressionist,

His work has included
nude studies, flowers and
sporls scenes such as
horses and waler pelo.

Much of the art haa
been done in the Speyside
arca and refiects his love
of color.

“Always the color s
vivid. It is very import.
ant, Unless [ am sad and -
the colors are then sad
and grey,” he sald.

Like any other™ artist,
his work is mncans of self
expreasion.

“1 always paint. It is -
my way to express my-
sell. All your® feelings
come oul.”

A Inting can iake
anywhete from 20 min-
utes o three or four
months Lo complete.

He points cut not every
piece of artwerk can
come out as planned.

"'Not everything can be
good. You have to des
troy a lot Lo get one that is
really good.”

Fascinated by ather
mediums, he has exper-
imented with lthography
in addition to w»ils and
walercolars.

There are no financial
guarantees as an ortlst,
but thal doesn’t seem to
bother Jean-Alain.

“] lind it dilficuit to
part with some of my
wark.

"It i5 like & diary,
somelhing very  per-
sonal."

And while success is
sweel, L is nol necessary.

“I love palnting so
much that I don't feel 1
have o succeed,

“I would rather fuil in
something that 1 like,
than in something I don't
llke,"” ke explained.

Criticat ol *"com-
mercial™ palnters whose
s¢le purposc i3 an in
come, he avoids palnling
"what setls".

“1 hope 1 stay honest
with my work. You must
always he yoursell and
true to yoursell.'”

He feels fortunate to be
dolng something that has
few Les.

1 leel lucky to be able
te do things ! want, when
I want,” he sald.

But on artist also leads
n loncly existence hy
comimen stangdards,

""When you wan! to be
an arlist, nobody can
interfere.

“Your work must be

your first priority. That
is why so many live alone
like & monk.”

A bachelor, ke finds it
hard sometimes to be
ajone, but he doesa't
(Continued on Page 15




