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Le th pub/c test
board’s next budget

“What you see is what you dollars? People are having dif-
need,"” is how a Halton Board of ficulty with their house budgets,
Education trustee described the let alone the board's mega buck
$115,646,671 spending estimates  planof spending.
for thé year. What he says may be Some other
so, however, how do taxpayers pubiic scrutiny 1is

mechanism of
needed.
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{ possIBLY WITH ANOTHER
< \NCREPSE, BELL COULD
TURN \TS Mlultg:i 6 c.?
VENELOPING -
HERENT TELEPHONE

BOOK. !
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really know? Trustees do the best they can,

They don't. Smart money, however, with a nine-figure spen-
though, says the record budget is  ding plan, no harm would be done
padded. in letting taxpayers help with the

That’s not known for sure. But,
and it's a big BUT, the proposed
estimates represent a 12.49 per
cent increase—ten per cent or so
for inflation plus 2,47 per cent for
new programs—over what was
spent last year. Thal's reasonably
tight assuming the previous
budget was also one of the *'what
you see is what youneed"’ type.

But it wasn't a squeaker last
year, There was a $1,381,5%4
surplus . In the private seclor
that's called net profit,

Granted there is some benefit to
the public in producing puffy
board budgets. Better some extra
change in the till than be forced to
borrow at cloud scrapping in-

terest rates.
How are budgels written? Well,

trustees and board ad-
ministrators labor on a commit-
tee to bring one to the rest of the
board by the March deadline.
They do their work in private.
Comes budget night, trustees
and staff unfold their revelation in
something

iike . two-and-a-half; . pllInLGt '
hours. In two-and-g-half episodes =~ Lindley? He is retiring $hig- year,:

budget preparation. Why not test
the budget and the reasons for its
items?

The fellowing are two ap-
proaches to public scrutiny which
may have some suecess.

Number One. Let the press each
year pick a budget item, say, in-
struction or education services or

~ plant operation.Then in one public

meeting go through that item
from start to finish—line by iine.
iet the taxpayer, with trustees,
get full answers from administra-
tion on just what is in category:
supplies and services, or fees and
contracts.

Approach Number Two. A
qualified accountant might be
useful in examining the budget.

" Better stili, why does nol some

citizens’ group or the Ontario
Secondary .School Teachers’
Federation or Halton Elementary
Teachers’ Association hire a
budget wise person to challenge
the budget next year? Why not

of Dallas television time they 1l- . 'And he knows the-budget’s soft

lustrate how one hundred and fif-
teen million, six hundred and for-
ty six thousand, six huundred and
seventy-one dollars are to be
spent.

Once the budget is presented
taxpayers have a couple of weeks
to examine it and come up with
questions. But it's doubtful if any
informed questions will be for-
thcoming. Afterall, where does
one begin with such a pile of

spots. - -
Administrators and trustees

ought to welcome this additional

public examination. It is not,
afterall, a threat to their authori-
ty.
What would this new public
scrutiny accomplish? Perhaps it
could trim some of the fat. Say
one-half-of-one per cent. That
amounts to half a tidy half million
dollars. | E.E.

[ oo The harp of Erin 3

Cuitherine Groham, B.R. | Limehowse, once cgain shares her thoughts ebout the Emerald Isie with
Free Press readers. 51, Pairick 's Day is mext Tuesday, March 17,

Ireland is unique among the nations of
the world in having the harp as her na-
tignal emblem.

Who has not heard it and not thrilled to
its strains?

The harp still retains a place in the
world's great symphony orchestras, but

the days of its greatest glory have passed.
Today there are few performers, the only
one 1 know of is W.B. Yeals' (the Irish
writer) granddaughter.

The Irish missjonaries after the time of
St. Patrick carried the harp with them {o
different countries and Irish music
hecame known and loved all over Eurape,

The Trish missionary Maongal was ap-
pointed head of St. Gall's in Gerinany

where the seribing of “Sacred Music”

became such a feature that they provided
all Germany with coples of the **Gregorian
Chant”, beautifully illuminated wii.i Celtic
designs similar to those found in the “"Book
of Kells." ,

Dante, the famous Italian poet, lelt a
written record to say the Irish mis-
sjionaries introduced the harpto itaiy.

The Irish harpists continued to develop
the instrument until the Brian Boru harp
came into existence. This is the oldest harp
in Europe and can be seen al Trinity Col-
legge in Dublin, It was a harp of the type us-
ed by Cathal O'Daly. He wrote the words
and music of “Ireleen Aruih” and lived in
the 14th Cenlury.

Prior to O'Daly’s time songs were writ-
ten in two strains. He introduced a third

strain effect in his songs and helped to
make possible the work of the great Euro--
pean masters centuries later.,

Most of the Irish airs would have been
tost had it not been for the Harp Festival
held in Belfast In 1792, the last of its kind
held n Ireland. :

Here ten harplsts attended, some of
them over %0 years old,

Edward Bunting, the famous musician,
noted on paper the alrs that these musi-
clans played Lhat gave Thomas Moore in-
spiration to write his famous melodies.

I will conclude with one of his famous
melodies: '

The harp thal once through Tara's halls,
The soul of music shed,

Now hangs as mute on Tara's walls,
Asif thot soul were fled,

So sleeps the pride of former days,

Her glorystheillisor'r,

And hearts that once beat high with
praise,

Now {eel the pulse no more,

No more do chiefs ond ladies bright,
The harpof Tara swells,

The chords alone that break the night,
Its tale of ruin tells,

And now since lreedom seldom wakes,
The only throb ahe gives,

Is when some heart indignant breaks,
Toshow that stilt she lives.

Dur readers wriie

Belleghem misinterpreted

Dear Sirs: :

It was Mark Twaln, I believe, who
said “Recent rumours concerning my
death are greally exaggerated.”" Will
Hogers of course is reputed 1o have sald
“All 1T know is what | read In the
pﬂpﬂrﬁ."

It was with inlerest therelore that |
read in severnl papers that [ had
“resigned” ns President of the Holton-
Burlington P.C. Associatlon. To my
knowledge there has only been one res-
jgnation and that person’'s reasons are
his own business,

At the helght of the recent con-
troversy, while defending the Assoc-
lation Excecutive posilion in puttlng the
letter of the law beforc political ex-
pediency (the propriety of which pos-
itien has now been vindicated), 1 was
asked by some reporters what I in-
lended to do after the electlon.

I replled, in n probably somewhat
frustrated stateof perplexity, that upon
completlon of my term as presldent ot
the next annual meeting In the upriln? it
would be o great relief to let my cri fea

(Continved on pages)

week. The dogs on the Buckeye Beer
commercial are local ecanines from Kortar

cun._sider the ho:%rd‘s finance and K?Ir‘ilnrf ut:*.ummi:rciﬂ! shows a leam 1ui
.. husiness,. superintendent...Brucs. peautiful Siberian Huskies pulling @ sled.
“Evédrytinme <1 ‘see~ bty 4pleyitlon'nd |

remarked on the resemblance to the
Kortar dogs, but shirked it off on the basis
that all dogs look alike.

However, the dogs’ owner Carol
Broadhurst recently let us know all about
them. .The ten <Canadian Champion
Siberian Huskies are indeed hers. [ met
some ¢f these dogs while doing a feature on
Mrs. Broadhurst and her kennel at R.R. 1,
Campbellville some years ago. This was
shortly after one of the champlons was
made a star In o0 magazine od for a dog
food, and on the bag of the same brand.

One¢ ol the lend doga on the recent
commercinl, Champion Kortar's Kesu,
won the Bes! of Breed award ot the
prestiglous Metropolltican Kennel Club
Dog Show in Toronto. As well, a 7-month-
old pup “Kortar’s Khaki Kolonel”" made
hls debut to win Best Puppy in Breed and
Reserve Winners as well as first in the
puppy class both days.

Congratulations or the recent wins and
for the beer commercial, But please
pardon me if I don't ask for an autegraph.

+ o+ 4+

Whoops, It doesn't happen very often,
but when it does, 1'm the first to admit it. 1
made a mistake in my column a few weeks
ago.

[ told everyone Miss Acton Fall Falr
Lisa McGrath attended the Ontario
Agricultural Societies’ Assoclatlon (or
something llke that) convention in Toronio

g Leavell

- With Heolen

_ 1nst month. Well, she didn't. She was sick

in bed, as was {irst runner-up Gwyneth
Gibb. Second runner-up Kym Lakin atood
In for Lisa.

+ 4 %
There's still time to make your pledges

for Lhe Rotary Skate-a-Thon this weekend.
All area schools are partlcipating. The

«kids are sponsored per lap. Procceds

saised are divided among the schools and
.the Rotary Club.
- There are prizes galore for the
‘youngsters taking part. Adults cen skate
too.

+ + +

- Spent the weekend at the Hotel Toronto
attending the annual Ontarlo Weekly
Newspoper Association (OWNA) con-
vention, and gol a chance to visit with a
number of former Free Press staffers who
hgve gone on fo other papers.

ormer fporis.editor Denis Glbbons,
now news editor of the Burlington Post,
was as usual the life of the party. I think
what made Denls' weekend was [inally
meeting current Free Press sports wriler
Diana Waltmann. Denis has wanted to
meet her sinee she wrote oboul him [n her
column. " :

Murray Scoyne, owner of Lhe Ridgelown
Dominlon, is probably reniembered in
Acton for his reporting days with the Dills
brothers.

Thursday hubby Gord was introduced to
a former Dills linotype operalor Bl
Whitbread by localites Don Ryder and
Hartley Coles. Blll is now editor ot’lhe
Bolton Enlerprise, one of our newest sisler

r's.

{gfher Acton faces at the conventlon
were Mr. and Mrs. Don McDonald, Mr,
and Mrs. David Dills, Mr. and Mrs.
Hartley Coles, Laurie Cook (don't ask
why}, os well as Gord and 1.

I have always been parancid of helgits,
and staying two nights on the 28th f{loor
was a bit unnerving. When we checked in,
the first thing I did was locate the fire exit,
and plan my escape route in case of fire,
Luckily the weekend passed with no
dizasters, but a sight T saw in the lobby
made me wonder how the building did not
catch fire.

As Gord was checking out, I sat in a
chalr In the lobby. I notlced n newly lit
clgarette in Lhe, sghtray. Thinking the
owner wowld return shortly, Ileft it there.

By the time {t had almost burned itsell out,
[ realized the owner was not coming back.
1t is carelessness llke this that kills. If you
must smoke, please be responslble for
what youlight. . . and listen to Smokey the
Bear's ndvice.

+ -+ +

A special oward for youth was an-
nounced at the convention. The Ontario
Junior Citizen of the Year Awnrds
Program s sponsored by the Ontario
Weekly Newspaper Assoclation and CP
Air and is designed to honor the yvouths of
Ontlario.

‘The competition Is open to both boys and
girls, between the ages of six and 18 years
and will run {rom mid-march 1081 to
December 1, 1881 '

To be eligible, competitors must have
performed acts of physical herolsm;
overcome  disabling  physieal or
psychologienl  handidaps,  'made a
meaningful contribution to personil

- family well-being; -or. have been involved

in some worthwhile community service
endeavottr.

Competitors will be nominated by those -

Ontario residents who are aware of the
outstanding deeds or accomplishments
performed by the youth of thelr com-
munlty during the year. Nominations will
be made through the 217 member papers of
the OWNA,

Nomination formms will be available in
the future at all community newspaper
offices, CP Air ticket zales outlets, and sll
elementary and sccondary schools
throughout the province.

Fifteen of the most oustanding nominees
(which could include grou
entlre classroom), will selected to
recelve the awards, conslsting of a {ramed
citation certificate outlining the In-
dividual's or group's accomplishment; a
savings bond; a junior citizen of the year
pin; and a familly portrait with the
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario John Alrd,
will be presented at next years' newspaper
canvention,

+ + +

Have you or & friend been away for

awhile, or had company? Maybe you know

someone who has done something out of

the ordinary. .
Well Iet me know. Call me at 853-3224

after five or at the office 853-2010. Shy?
Drop me a line instead.
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Learning drawing uat the Library’s Kind's Art Group the last Saturday of each
- month are, lell lo right, Monique Burtlelt, Sandy Gillespie and Laurl Gltlesple,
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was on hand to tape the eplsode.
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The Btory Time with Erlca television program fer child
public library Saturdny—much to the delight of chlldren and parents. Erlca Har-
rid, whose program appears on cable TV and Toronto performer Jerry Brodey un-
leashed much music, laughier and general amasement for 45 minutes, A TV crew
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ren ml ught to Acton's

Bonnle Smith glves drawlng lessons at the monthly
meeting of the Hid'n_ Art Group of Aclon Library.

trip in the African

of two to an~
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10 years ago

Wednesday, March 10, 1871

Every bowler's dream—a 450 game--was
rolled by George ""Shorty’ Lowin at Acton
Bowling Lanes. It's the second perfect
game rolled there. The first was by Mrs.
Frances Crooks in 1962, Proprietor Ken
Hulford smelled a perfect game around the
ninth frame.

. Tomorrow 45 students and 17 aduits leave
Acton for the Mediterranean. .

Acton council turned down a resolutlon to
renovate the cells in the town hall for emer-
gency overnight accomomodation for
travellers or youths who had been **kicked
out of home.” The cells are not used at
present,

Harietta Otlerbeing was the hit of the
night at the Mo and Po bonsplel. Prizes
were given out by men's president Bob
Drinkwalter ond ladies’ president Mrs. W.
Dumarsh.

20 years ago

Thursday, March 8, 1061
The $1,500 martgage on the scou! hall
went up in smoke. Scout group committee
members watching with interest were Sid
Newton, Frank Prouse, Bill Pendleton,
Gord McKeown, Jim ledger and George
Haggett. Recently the Rotary Club took

over sponsorship.
A wacky high school play They Gave Him
a Co-Ed filled the high schoc] auditorivm
two nights. Mrs. E.G. Franklin was dir-
ector. In the cast were Barry Klrkness,
Paul McGeachie, Bill Henry, Bernlce
Wasowicz, Eva Hansen, Andrew Smith,
Brian Sproston, Ricky Currie, Moira
McKelvey, Gertrude Kuhn, Barbara Nor-
ton, Mary Beth Ellintt, Beth Parsons,
Andrew Tarrant, Janice Gardner and Car-
rman Woodburn,

In this issue, All Long llﬂ'ils of his hunting

y .
Town warkers speat’ a sleepiéss -night

Monday to keep the sireets open.

50 years ago

Thursday, March 12, 1931

The euchre and dance in the town hall
held by the Junior Chapter of the IODE was
atiended by a large crowd. The Regent,
Mrs. Jas. Adamson, welcomed speclal
guests, the members of the hockey team.

The Busy Bee group of the Aclon
Women's Institute gave a concert In St. Al
ban's hall with Rev. Poole as chairman.
Among those performing were Black's
orchestra, Wilmer Davidson, William Hall,
Jack Noble, Mong and John McGeachle,
Pearl McEpery, Mrs. Poole, Mrs. A.
Hishop, Rev. Bennie, Miss E. Hawthorne,
Mrs. Wm. Evans, LaVerne Smith, Jean
Evans, Bealrice Woods.

Acton curlers met with defeat and the
Peter Smith trophy goes to Georgetown.

It has been recommended to County
Council that officials’ salaries be reduced.

All zccounts for indigent patlents will
now be paid by the county rather than the
municlpality.

75 years ago

Thursday, March &, 1908

The monthly meeting of Acton Women's
[nstitute was held in the Councll Chambers,
The subject was Spring Sewing.

The promoters who are applying for a
charter for an electrie raliway (rom Port
Credit to Guelph, by way of Acton, are
interviewing the Rallway Committee this
week,

Robert Campbell, Esquesing, has sold his
farm to our townsman John Eillott, Eaq.,
for $6000 and has purchased the Donald
farm adjacent to Fairy Lake, from George
A. Mann for $5000.

There is no body of men in the country
more generous lo thelr fellow workmen in
the time of nceident or trouble than the
employees of the tanneries, Last week, af-
ter pay day, Mr. F.B. Tyler, in behalf of fel-
low employce Robert Cralg, who had hls
hand so badly lacerated, handed the unfort-
unate man a well filled purse to assist him .
and his family while he is off work, Mr. and
Mmhl Craig oppreciate this kind act very
much,

100 years ago

Thuraday, March 10, 1881

A musical! and literary enlertainment
under the auspieces of St. John's church,
Rockwood, was held at the Town Hall,
Crewsons Corners,

Councll has limited the number of tavern
licenses in Aclon to three, with the fee $75.

The young men who enjoyed snowballlng
cn the sireet on Sunday are a disgrace to
the community. One of Mr, J.C. Hiﬁ'ﬂ shop
windows was smashed. {

Tuesday evening was the cause of consid-
erable excltement among the fair sex, the
cause, as usual, being a marriage cere
mony. The contracting pariiea were Mr.
Wm. Scolt and Miss Caroline Grinlinton.
The bride and her three maids were
fashlonably attired in silks, satina, etc, The
happy couple left for thelr new home in Tor-
onto on the 9.30 p.m. train,




