Metrospan acquires
Free Press, Inland

Weekend Post,
Markham Economist and Sun, The
Mississaugo
Newmarket - Aurcra  Era,
Reaver, Oshawa This Week, Oshawa
This Weekend and The Stouffville

Metrospan Printing & Publishing
Ltd. has acquired the shares of Inland
Publishing Co. Limiled for $13.5 mlllion
cffective February 27, 1941,

The Acton Free Press is one of the
Inland papers.

Inland will continue to be operated on
its present basls as a subsidiary af
Melrospan while efforts are made to
overcome losses in some of the weekly

- ewspapers.

The combined resources of the two
groups will ensure that gur newspapers
continue to provide timely, informative
editorial and advertising news for our
readers,

In November of 1978 Inland bought
The Acton Free Press, The Geergetown
Independent, The Milton Canadian
Champion and the Halton Advertiser as
well as the production and printing

Tribune.

Halton

Melrospan
Aurora - Newmarket Banner,
Enterprise, ‘
Guardian, Mississaugn Times, North
Oakville Journal Record,
Hill © Thornhill

York Mirror,
Richmond

Scarborough Mirror,
Vaughan News, Etchicoke Consumer,

Consumer,
Consumer,
Consumer and Scarborough Consumer.,

Free Fress. publisher Don McDonald
sald this week the acquisition of Inland

Thornhill
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Etobicoke Gaozelte,

News, e
OCaokville -

publishes the
Bolton

Etobicoke  Adverilser

Liberal,
Woodbridge &

Markham /-
North York

hy Jennlfer Barr

Sugar Joe Heed is leaving town. He's
lived in the area for ten years, making
his home with Roy and Joan Iopson first
in Georgetown and recently in Acton.
te'll shortly be making the move to
Ridgedale Saskntchewan.

One of the best known Quarter horse
stallions in Canada Sugar Joe's record
while owned by the Tonsons hes been
enviable.

In 1971 he was veled Horse of the
Year after winning national champlon-
ships in balter, English pleasure,
western pleasure and reining horse.

Bred and raised in Oklahoma, Suger
Joe was purchased in April of ‘7Y by
lonson who proceeded to campaign Lhe
horse to his International wins,

A vear laler the stallion won second
in the national versatility class, being
beaten by an Americon horse a half
point ahead, In order to toke the class,
competitors had to excell in driving,

Sugar Joe Reed sold

calf roping horse of Canads., He was
also the horse who carried John
MacKenzie to champion calf roper of
Ontarlo.

Not only is Sugar Joe a supericr show
and performance horse but he was a
Triple A racehorsc in his younger days
racing top UL.S. tracks for four years.

Now 19-years-old the staliion has
many fine offspring and has sired
winners in racing, performance, and
halter. One notable youngslter Is
Sweetle Reed who was champion yearl-
ing filly of North America and went on
{o win Interrational reserve champion
pleasure horse as a {ive-ycar-old.

Another foal, Speedy Reed won the
junior reining at the Paint Congress in
Kansas and senior relning at the Dixle
National in Mississippi.

Sired by Sugar Bars by Three Bars
{oristocrats of Lhe Quarter horse
world) Sugar Joe's dam Sammy Heed

by Metrospan does not indicate any

facilities at 59 Willow St. North from changes.

Diits Printing and Publishing.

Besides the Free Press, Independent
and Champion Inland also publishes
The Ajax. Whitby Pickering News
Advertiser, The Brampton Guardian,
The Burlington Post, Burlinglon

he Acton Free Press

An Inland Community Newspaper
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' : to rope calves and in 1974 "brought him
sidiary of Torstar, the corporalion Sugar Joe Reed, noted Quarterhorse stallien, former Horsé of the Yeor, and inlernatifnal champlan, will be

out to prove he could do something
whlch owns The Torenlo Star. leaving the farm of owner Roy lenson to live In Saskatchewan. clse'’. The horse was named champion

by Joe Reed 11 was a producer of three
Triple A horses.

Sugar Joe will be travelling to his new
home on the Wortmans 2,560 acre ranch
after appearing at Quarierama thig
weekend in Torunto.
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. Planning proceeding '
One phase plaza
'not until June

A new plaza to be built in downtown Acton will be constructed in just one phase instead
of two and work won't ltkely begin until June.

The project, which includes a new, larger IGA |
supermpurlrimt and about eight stores, was announced Currently the plans are going through municipal

= Doug . owner of Fread Con- staff commiltees and the proposal is expected to be
- ‘E‘uﬂﬁuﬁfﬂ? clon. Fread, oune LETHR N examined -nt- Halton Hills plonning -Board next
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Acion Red Cross kicked off its March long campaign for funds this month. Can-
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viser Alice Schrefber, left, and campalgn chairmen Bert Vanderiaan call on

Elleen McFadden, 207 Peel 8t., for a donation.

Photo by GORD MURRAY

Feds study Acton town hall,
- plaque maybe but no funds

The Acton town hail is on a list of about 275 being
studied by the (ederal government, but there isn't
much chance Ottawa will contribute funds to
restore the building.

An inventory of lown halls across the npation has
been completed and their possible historic or ar-
chitectural significance is now beling studied Bar-
bara Humphreys, chicf of architectural lnventory,
Parks Canada, said in an interview this week.

Following the study the Historic Sites and

Monuments Board of Canada wlil present recom-
mendations to the minister of environment for
historic designation. Parks Canada is part of the
Ministry of the Environment,

The most llkely result of the study of the Acton
town hall is that it would have a plague placed in
front of it by the federal government, Ms. Hum-
phreys sald. |

A repori will be done on the Acton town hall look-
ing at the building's historical and architectural

Student bound for exotic pra_ce

For Acton High School student Denise Dilbey
. hext year will be her first time heading for far
away places,

Denise has been chosen by Acton's Rotary
Club to be its first ambassador to one of 12 coun-
tries for a year.

Denise, o 16-year-old Grade 12 student, said:
*“The way I'm locking at it; it’s a challenge. I'm
excited and my parents arc pleased.”

Sweden, Japan and Belgium rank highest so
far in Denise’s eslimation as places to live in,
South Africa, Brazil, Finland, New Zeaiand,
Australin, Denmark, Norway, Mexico and the
Philippines are also on Rotary list. .

Denise has not made a decision concerning
which country she would like most to live in for
the year. IL is the [irst time jn her life that she
has been oversens. The trip starts in August.

Another Rotary Club exchange student Jen-
nifer Nunan from Australia, and Denise met in
one of the high school’s chemlstry classes, From
Jennifer, Denise learned that the Acton club was
looking [or someone to go lo d.fferent cultures.

Sormnecone, Denise says, who |5 open minded,
who can talk and who can act a5 an ambassador.
There were about six other applicants,

Anyone thinking of becoming a Rotary Club
exchange sludent must be between 16 and 18
years of age when the application is made. One
must be prepared to make presentations to ser-
vice cluba,

Denise will also have to take n year's schooling
in (he foreign country; just iike Jennifer,
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The Acton Rotary Club chose 16-year-old Denlse
Dilbey as lts first exchange student.

significance and it will later be declded if 1t is of na-
tional importance.

If the town hall is deemed a national historie site

it would likely be plncqued, she said, though
sometimes the government will buy the building or
enler a restorntion costs sharing agreement with an
incorporated body, such as o municipality. Ms.
Humphreys sald it is *'very scldom that Oltawa
helps restore a designated historical bullding.”' She
added the government, even if the building and in-
corparated body met the complicated criterin for
funding would only contribute 50 per cent of the
needed money and public access to the building
would have to be restricted [olowing restoration,

Last week the town hall restoration committee
met with Halton Hills recreation director Tom
Shepard.

Chairman of the committee, Dr, George Elltott,
gnid in an interview the aim |s to ralse $50,000, but it
appears an acceptable goal would be to reach
$40,000 and match the town's contribution.

He said Shepard was “optimistic™ il local fund
raising efforts result in $40,000 then Wintarlo and
Herltage grants would be forthcoming.

Currently the restoration committee has raised
over $7,000 and hopes to bring that total up to 10,060
(hrough pledges and the sale of plates and prints.

Actaric has realized, with all prizes pald off, a
profit of $26,000 so far. Dr, Elllott noted every ticket
that is sold from now to the end of the loltery in
August is profit for the town hall restoration. Ac-
tario tickets sold in March cost just $50.

All-candidates
meet next Tues.

Acton and area voters will have the opportunity |

nex! Tuesday alternoon to hear and question the
Halton-Burlington provincial election candidates.

The allcandidates meeting, gponsored by Acton
Chamber of Commerce and Acton High School, will
be held at the high school auditorium starting ot 2,30
p.m.

He and his pariner in the venture, Torenio ar-
chitect Roman Kassian, had hoped to have con-
struction begin this May, but Fread says thai
doesn't seem passible now,

Fread rejected rumeors that the pruj'ecl has been
shelved saying they'll definitely be going ahead as

| Decision soon

1| Baines appeal

Progressive Conservative candidate Fran
Baines’ right to represent the PCs in the March 19
provincial election battle won't be decided until this
afternoon or later.

Supreme Court Judge R. E. Holland reserved o
decision folowing a lwo-hour hearing al Osgoode
Hall in Toronto late Tucsday afternoon, on Campbell-
ville businesswoman Oriena Currie's wril against
Halton-Burlington PCs. She charged the February
nomination convention was unfair to herself and
many paid-up purty members who were not allowed
to vote.

The deciston partly rests on whether or not Baines’
opponent, Brian Penman of Milton, still wants lo

stand as the PC candidate in the March 19 election, .

(Continued on page 3)

week, :

Fread said some changes in the plans have been
made following suggestions from town staff,

The major change is the plaza won't be built in
two phases now, but in just one, The configuration of
the building has also been changed.

However, the overall square footage, an IGA
store four times Jarger than the existing super-
market, and about eight stores will remain the
same even though the configuration has begen ad-
justed.

It is up tothe municipality if the project gets off
the ground in May, Fread said, adding lown staff
doesn't expect it can begin before June, He said the
detay is caused by “the usunl red tape.”

He said compared to other municipalities he has
dealt with, Halton Hills is moving with great
“haste™. He added he has received nothing but fuil -
co-operation from the town.

inside .

Council keeps avoiding making a decision on pro-
perty assessment reflorm. Detalls on page 5.

Siudents al M.Z. Bennett won't be eating their
tunches on the gym Hoor for much fonger. More
on puge J.

Eramosa Township I8 putting firepower bf:hind
its drive lo end dogs running ol large. Delails on

page9.
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Bruce Shavers of Churchill Rd. North will flght darten Friotet for the Ontario amateur light-heavywelght kick

> i

boxing title in London this weekend. Bruee I3 the instructor for the Acton ¥'s kick boxlng program which runs

Thursday nights.




