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Leathertown group
seeks our heritage

The whole idea is only a couple
of months old at best, but Leather-
town has been launched, and laun-
ched in fine style. -

After just two meetings it looks
like the 30 odd businessmen, com-
munity leaders and citizens who
have tackled this huge project
mean business.

Last week they showed a

-determination to bite the bullet
and make decisions, They aren’t
going to allow this community
promotion idea, another in a long
list to be studied to death.

The steering committe, after
some debate, approved
preliminary plans for a nifty logo.
It's now being refined and could
be given the final stamp of ap-
proval, following public input and
comments which hopefully will
make it even better in the next
couple of months.

It’s not inconceivable that by
the time the big Back to Acton
Days celebration rolls around the
Leathertown logo, a great tool to
enhance community identity and
the image of Acton, will be stuck
all over paper, wood, plastic etc.
throughout the town and even
spreading outside Acton.

Work has already started on
developing not just a Leathertown
attraction but potentially dozens
of them. |

Instead of a simple museum the
committee is aiming to develof: a
waiking tour through Acton’s
leather heritage, complete with
story telling plaques on buildings
and homes, small exhibits of
leather memorabilia and
photographs and some larger
displays. |

The mechanics of reaching this
goal have been set in motion.

All over town, tucked away In

_closets, attics and basements of
homes and business is this com-
munity’s leather history.

Even more valuable are the
memories of our long time
residents, recollections of the
leather industry.

Donald Rankin, with assistance
from Gord Murray, have started a
probe of the leather industry in
Acton. Already they've recruited
some helpers for the mammoth
job, but they'll need lots more
help. The many sources of infor-
mation are almost incomprehen-
sible.

-

Anyone with ideas for stops on
the tour, what should be on pla-
ques, old photographs, leather ar-
tifacts, anecdotes to relate etc. is
urged to contact Janet Fleming,
the Leathertown secretary, at
853-0925 and share the wealth of
information.

The committee hopes to have
the initial research far :enough
along in the next few weeks to put
together a display in one or two
locations around the town similar
to what Actario did in the window
of the downtown Family Cleaners
outlet, It'll be a hint, or teaser, of
what is to come.

Interest seems to be building.
During a werkshop at Monday’s
Chamber of Commerce annual
general meeting in which over 60
people participated, enthusiasm
for Leathertown was running
high. Almost every idea for im-
proving the quality of life here
somehow involved the Leather-
town theme.

Hopefully this is a sign of things
to come, because it's going to take
many, many people to make
Leathertown a reality.

A big plus in this concept’s
favor is that it hasn't, despite the
high level of enthusiasm exhibited
in the early stages, left the
organizers locking at Leather-
town with dollar signs spinning in
their eyes.

Certainly
have its economic benefits. It
could easily result in things like
Acton attracting nationally known
restaurants and shops, a resort
hotel, further development of
Fairy ‘Lake and recreational
facilities, downtown refurbishing,
a movie theatre, development of
small malls or plazas on vacant

commercial property downtown. -

All things which éur present, and

in the foreseeable future, popula- -

tion simply can't support, but is
very possible with an infusion of
tourist and out of town shoppers’
doilars.

But Leathertown can do much,
much more for Acton. It can give
us back our identity, restore our
pride in the community, give us,
particularly newcomers and
youth, an appreciation of this
town’'s heritage and provide us
with bubbling confidence fe~ our
future,

lur readers write

Boosts Cher Rest Home

Dear Sir:

I think it is about time for someone lo
spenk up for the Cher Rest Home.

Ever since they have opened someone
has been trylng to put them out of
business. :

They have complled with every request
to do any work and make changes and
have gone so far as to do things that
weren't asked for to upgrade the home.

They have replaced fire extingulshers
with the best they could obtain. Now they
want them replaced with ones that aren't
any better than the garden hose—this
according to o by-law not yel passed.

The patlents are clean, well fed and
given kind, loving care.

I speak from experience becnuse my
mother was there for several years. | had
taken her out of two homes becatise I was
not satisfied with the care or conditions in
these places. One was a large government
run facility. F found smaller homes gave
more personal, and belter care. 1 have
eaten meals at Cher's and saw no reason
{or complaint. They were the same meals
given to everyone. - :

[ have been there early in Lhe morning
and at night and have found the same

condltions.

You are lucky in Acton to have such
kind, caring people as Mr. and Mrs,
Cherwonlak running this home. It ls hoped
in the future they will be given credit and
appreciation shown [or what they are
dolng Instead of the kicke in the ha3 they
have been getting In the past. I can not be
too thank{ul that there was 8 place Jike this
when I needed a home for my mother.

It would be a good idea for some of the
oned causing her trouble lo go and spond at
least part of a day at the home and see
what goesoninaresthome, It is easy to sit
behind a desk and say what ahould be done
Bt et i e peogl hoare doing thia

ut mosto € whoare do
haven't a clue vﬁﬁnt it is all iriftlgutn-
maybe never even visited one, The only
thing a lot of people who are running some
of these places care about s collacting the

money. They have little or no feeling for
the ones [n their care.

All homes should be treated alike and
one not picked out to run down. Things that
are going on In some places are never

mentioned.
Margaret Ree,
Erin.

Lake at post office?

Dear Edltor,

Walking to the
there was. no roa
way.

t office I discovered
or pavement or path-

There was a lake. The post office should

John P, Brownles,
131 M1l St. W.

dry up the lake,

" Leathertown w'illl-

Y Leavell

With Halen
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A display made by Keith Altken won
third place at the annual conventlon of
agricultural socleties from acroes Ontario
recently,

The d?l'spiny was made up of pholos taken
at the Acton fall fair in a barn window and
on barn board.

It was the first ime in many years the
Acton soclety's display had been entered
in the competition. :

Miss Acton Fall Frir 1980, Lisa McGrath
had a chance to meet with other fair
queens before meeting again et the CNE's
Miss Sweetheart of the Falirs contest in

August,
&

+ .
Mra. Agnes McEnery has a real rarity in
oneof her flower at home. Shehas a 12
bleom emaryliss! (For those who wonder

what’s 8o special about that, an amaryliss)

usually hes just one or two blooms.

+ + +

Wee Katharine Elissa Tultman,
ter of Elly and Len, was welcomed

into the Trinity United Church Sunday by
holy baptiam, with Rev. Charles Beaton
offielating. Mom and Pop are the owners
of Tultman Garden Centri. Highway 25,

+ +

Leaders and boys of the second Acton
{Trinity} Sea Scout Troop were invested |n
the “Beardmore” Ship Monday evening.

Congratul

and Dixle Presbyterian Churches,

Al -
I R e e W B e R
R, b A M A R

" MeClure of Norval W.M.S. readin

IR

'II ”:! l.l- ‘H

Trinity United Church hos & speclal day
planned for this Sunday morning when a
Mission Festival Is planned. Church goers
will start the event with the m BT
vice when they will experience African
culture, musie and worship, After the
service, - the -celebratlon will continue
downstalrs with African food for all ioeles,
diﬂrlﬂyu and guests. Misslonary guesis
will be Rev, and Mrs. Jim Kirkwood, from
Taronto and Mr. and Mrs. Allan Slater,
from Lukeside, Ontario. Rev. Kirkwood is
presently head of the Division of Mission
for Africa and the Siaters are dairy farm-
ers and were in Zambia from 1970-1974,
working to teach ranch management.

+ + 4+

“Sharing our Faith" waos the theme of
the 15th Annual Meeting of the Bramplon
Presbyteria]l held on February 4 at Sk,

 Andrews Presbyterlan Church, Brampton.

Acton 18 a part of the group.

" "Call to Worshlp and Prayer were by the
- President, Mrs. W. Young.

The W.M.S. Hymn “Frith In Action”
was sung. Devotlons were taken by Mrs. 5.
from
Hebrews Chapter 11 and followed by {wo
metz writted by Mrs. McClure based, on
“Fﬂl I‘I:l

Rev. John Duncan from the Board of
Congregotional Life apoke on the prine-
iples of Church Growth and how they re-
late to the W.M.S. Soclety. In order for
Church Growth, you have lo have a pir-
pose, realistic goals, developed siralegy,
clear plans, shared decisions, com-
mittment of people, which all are not be-
yond the capabllity or Power of God. A
question and answer period followed.

Delegates to Eyn'ndlcul Annua! Meeting
at Georgeiown, April 28 and 29th for
Bramplon Preabyterial are from  Acton
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morning at 8poyside Bchool. From lelt to right, Michael Vranlc, McKentie-Smith:
Jefi Polten, Spoyside; Cynthin Donston, 84. Joseph's: Dana Richardson, M.Z. Ben-

pett; and Tracey Perry, Robert Little,
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Rev. Graeme Duncan from 8t. Andrews
Church, Brampton Instalied the new
Officers and pronounced the Benediction.

+ + o+

Ted Tyler apd my hubby Gord have
made their mark in Florida—at Uncla
5id's to be exact.

Ted and his family just rettrned from a
two week vacation at Boniim Beach, a
small resort between Fort Myers and
Naples, We were there for the first week of
his holiday. On Ted's recommendation we
had supper at Uncle 8id's Bar Pit. As
we were | the restaurant [ noticed a
large bulletin board with hundreds of bus-
iness cards of past patrons. One such card
jtmmtlt me—it was Ted's. Not to be
ou by a travel agent, 1 made nure 2
Free Press card was nearby-—matier of

right underneath. Now there's two
little pieces of Acton in Florida.

Otber folks at the Jack Tarr Beach and .

'gac“n:?"ﬂmt mm'l';d*l wile Dolores,
ters Tracey mother
Gwen and Mr, and Mrs. James

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Shultis and Mr. and

Biting troet

But don't take those snowtires off your
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M-Z Bennett held their public speaking contest last

week. Contestants were: Dana Richardsen, whe
came In first, Jennifer Knspman, Jason Medland,

Richard Vranic, David Thorpe, Andrea Johnsion,
who fnilshed second, Lori McDonald who came

third and Jennifer Moy,
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Issues

10 years ago

Wednesday, February 24, 1971

Chris Brunelle, a pretty bruneite, was
crowned Miss Snow Queen at Acton high
winter carnival Ookpik II. Other finalists
were Lynn Dunn, Lynne Bender, Ann What-

and Judy Thibodeau:

le Ellerby gobbled up 53 cupcakes in
30 minutes o win first prize. Jim Frizzell
wag second with 37 cupcakes,

A collee house dance was held Thursday
and variely show Friday. Blazing torches
iighted the Ockplk parade. Ken Marshall
won the dog sled competition. '

An addition to Knox Church was turned
down at the annual meeling.

Ingrid and Edgar Bendicks have opened
thelr delicatessen here.

20 years ago

Thursday, February 23, 1581

George Lee was appointed chairman of
the library board, succeeding Peter Dun-
ham. Charles Kirkpess is vice-chalrman.

Rev. James Rudd was guest speaker at
the World Day of Prayer service.

Acton falr prize list was judged best in
Class C Falrs, president Nino Bralda an-
nounced.

The need for artiflcial ice was em-
phasized when the Lions club had to cancel
their carnival due to soil ice,

Over 200 attended the annual night school
dizplay. A fashion show was a highlight.

A county-wide Industrial commission wns
a ved by county councll. Tralalgaer

trial commissioner Ron Cocksley cut-

" lined proposals.

50 years ago

Thursday, February 26, 1501
A New Leglon Post for Aclon was

organized at a meeting of ex-servicemen in
the Cotincll Chamber, Comrade Padbury

was in the chalr and outlined the problems
of the ex-servicemen and finding employ-
ment for disabied returned men. The glec-

- ton of officers followed: President W.J,
© Gould; 15t Vice-Preaident, J.M, McDonald:

2nd Vice-President B.G. Amold; Secretary-
Treasurer F.L. Wright;, Advisory Com-
mitiee Rev. H.l. Bennle, Comrades F.
Roney: W. Eccleshall, A. Padbury, and W.
Britton.

President Gould promised to do all in his
power to advance the good work of the Can-
adian Leglon In Acton. Every cent of the
P Fund and other contributions will be

for the benefit of ex-servicemen and
their dependents. Col. G. Brown moved a
vole of thanks to Comrade Padbury.
Applications were recelved for charter
memberships. The volume of applications
was g0 great it was decided to leave the |lat
open {or another week. Later a banquet whl
be arranged with speakers.

75 years ago

Thursday, Fehruary 22, 1906

"The school room of the Methodist church
wal mwim a joyful congregation for
the ing of the last of the church's
mortgege. On the walls were portraits of
deceased pioneers, among them Mr, Asa
Hall who often told of the first sermon
to the settiement in a log house on
St., preached by the Rev. Zenas
Adams, from whose family the community
wed first known as Adamasville. Mr. James
Moore, oldest member of the original beard
living, recalled when the congregation met
in the old school house and of getting out the
timber {or the new frame church at the cor-
per of Church and John Sts. Successors of
early families spoke, among them A.T.
Brown and H.P, Moore. Rev. Barker pre-

sided for the time of great rejoicing.

100 years ago

Thursday, Fchruary 23, 188t
It s our sad duty to announce the death of
the wife of Mr. Lewis Fox, accountant of

Messrs. Storey and Son, after one short

year of happily wedded life. She was at-
tacked with a severe illness aboul a week
ago. (The birth of her daughter was listed in
the previous week's Free Press.)

The Public School inapector hes informed
the Board of Educat that additicnal
school accommodations must be provided.

" The third department has from 25 {o 30

more pupils that the number allowed by

. law,

The entertainment in the Temperance
Hall by tha ladies of St. Alban's church,
consiated of a number of excellent tableaux
and an exhibitlon of Mrs. Joly's War Fig-
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| Agnes McEnery shows oll her amaryiis,

which has 12 (coant 'em) biocoms. Mrs.
McEnery la b resldent of Mapleview Lodge.




