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by Eric Elstone

Residents of the Holmesway senlor citizens apart-
ments are In "'remote” or “marginal” danger of
fire, according to Helton Housing Authority (HHA)
officlals. The danger has existed for months.

The danger exists because there is no security

tenant lo keep an eye on the building's secondary
fire alarm system panel. The panel i Jocated in the
security tenant’s apartment and there has been no
tenant since last summer,

Seven of the hullding's 12 apartments are oc-
Cupied.

The authority hopes to rent the security apart-
ment before it has to string a line to the new senior
citizens' apartments on Ellzabeth Drive, according
to HHA member Dolly Moulden,

Halton Hills {ire department recommended mov-
Lng the fire alarm trouble signal to where it con be
pervised, The department made the recom-

mmdatinn olter a January 14 inspection, accerding
to fire preventton officer Larry Brassard.

The building has two fire alarm systems. The
main alarm system is lndependcnt of the secondary
one, according to HHA'S senior maintenance super-
visor Bob Bowes,

The main system goes off when one of the putl
alarms or a heat detector is activated. The main sy-
stem, described as a tape-dialer, then telephones its
tnped messsges to the fire department, Bowes'
home and the custodian at the Elizabeth Dr. sen-
fors’ apartments.

“If there was some breskdown in the panel

{secondary system) it could mean 4 breakdown in
the tape-dialer,” Bowes said Menday.
Bawes described the threat of a fire as “remote”

while HHA's housing manager Ann Gabricl used the
word "“marginal”.

Bowes detailed the regular inspectlons carried
out at the Holmesway Place apartments as lollows:
there is a daily visual inspection by the custodian of
the Elizabeth Drwe building; each month one of the
pull alarms is activated to sce il the system checks,
Each year a contractor inspects the entire system,

The security \enant’s aparlment is trent {ree. It
and four others have been empty slnce the opening
of the new Elizabeth Drive apartment building.

All Mlive vacancies are one-bedroom apartments
with str:we. (ridge, equipped ldlchen and living

Holmesway apts. in ‘remote’ fire danger: brass

room, according to Mrs. Gabriel. Heating and appli-
ances are electrical,

One of the tasks the security tenant wnu.ld under-
take, in exchange for the rent free apartment, is
dealing with emergencies, such as the {ire alarm sy-
stem, according to Gabriel.

The security tenant's apartment i3 equipped with
the panel which is tied into the flre alarm system.
“If anything happened to the (bullding's) fire alarm
system and there was a fire, it {the system) might
not work,”" sald Gabriel.

The two-storey apartment building would be safer
with 'a security tenant, indicated Gabriei. Asked Il

there is a danger to apariment dwellers she said: “I

wolldld certalnly feel it's marginal.”
'"It's possible there could be a danger,” Gabriel
went on to say. “The [ire department Is concerned

aboutir."

The housing manager also sald that there is a
neighbar who locks and unlocks the building.

Apartments in the Holmesway building were des-
cribed by Gabriel as being ideal for someone who
likes to go home and shut the door. *'They're ldeal
for someone who's quiet and independent,'” she
sajd.

Rent in the Holmesway Place is subsidized. They
are based on approximately 20 per cent of the ren-
ter's gross Income, according lo Gabriel. Moat
apartment dwellers pay the maximum $225. The
leasl one can pay is $34, she said, The building is
about 10 years old.,

Pat Sparrer is the authority's tenant placement
aflicer,
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Sixteen Puves - Twentv-Five Ceniy

This qullt made bj Lucllle Cooksley of R. R 2 Rnckwwd 1l being judgtd this
week In the Cansda Packers Champlonship quilt competition at the
Agricultural Socleties of Onlario convention in Toronto. She took top prl‘.ta in the

Jultan Reed, incumbent Liberal MPP for Halton-
Burlington, was acclaimed the Liberal standard-
bearer for the March 19 election, Saturday night,
;;Iuriniﬁ a nomination meeting which was more like a
ove-

When riding president Dolly Moulden called for
nominations everyone in the hall stood tp and in

unlzon shoutaed “Julion Reed™, a3 they clapped theirc

hands.

Visitly moved, Reed thanked the Liberal gather-
ing and said he could do little without their support.
He emphasized that an MPP hes to rel_',f on the ad-

vice and knowledge of the people who put him in
Queen's Park. He warned it was not time to feel
comlortable as he predicted o hard campaign
against a formldable foe.

Reed satd he was encouraged ahout the outlook,
stating "In the 12 dnys since the election waa called
Premier Bill Davis has had 12 bad days while Stuart
Smith has had 12 good ones.'

He argued people of all political viewpoints were
reallzing 1t is time the government in power should
be removed and replaced with a fresh, sensllive one
at Queen's Park.

makt, beat cut 21 district entries,

Liberals again pick Re ed

quﬂt i:ampttlﬂun at l.'hcr Acton Fall Falir lnd then tock top honors in the district
five compelitlon, Her Pattern of Starflower quilt, which took her n year to
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The Liberal candidate contended the Liberals had
gathered a corce of reasonably young, keen people
who are not content to langulsh in opposition.

He maintained any party entrenched for a long
tlme owes Loo many [OU's and becomes rigid, Reed
contended the Premier, who hos made leadership
on tssue, has presided over the decline of Ontario.

Reed cited the confrontations in South Cayuga
over the landfill site and the anger over the Remaor
situntion os evidence of dissatisfaction with the
Tory government. :

(Continued on Page 2)

Cutler is NDP’s selection

Chris Cutler, 21, a long-time resident of the Flam-
borough Tm-nmhlp area was ncclaimed Monday to
contest the Hallon-Burlingion riding as the New
Democratic Party candidate.

Mr, Cutler, a clrculation manager with a weekly
newspaper west of Hamilton, opened his campaign
in Miltoen's UAW Hall by announcing a three-part
NDP plan aimed at easing the property tax burden.

The New Democrats, he said, would “immediate-

y"' reduce the education tax b_? 15 per cent and this

| wuu]d be coupled with "economic value nssess-

ment” nnd a “normal property development pro-
am.'
Eer Cutler said education taxes are based on the

property tax and the NDP, by reducing that 15 per
cent and taking the money [romn "general re-
venues,” would cut the taxation bill {or the home-
QWNET. .

For the person who does not own a home, Mr,
Cutler said the nermal property development pro-
gram would allow anyone renting accommodation
to get part of the “'hldden property tax" they pay in
LGt back at the end of the year in the form of o re-

te.

Mr, Cutler said a person paying $250 per month
could expect $596 back at the end of the year [rom
an NDP provincial government.

The plan of economic value nasessment would tm-

Lady luck smiles on locals
ten split $ 100,000 in Wintario

Just a couple of hours before supposedly
unlucky Friday 13 lady luck smiled on Acton as
10 Beardmeore workers shared a $100,000 Win-
{ario draw prize,

- It Is also widely reported nnnﬂwr Beardmore
worker shared a $100,000 Wintario prize with her
{ather. The rumored winner wouldn't confirm
her luck for the Free Press and the Ontario Lot-
tery Corperation had no record of her win at

pressiime.

George Harris, R. R. 4 Acton, Doug Weston,
178 Langﬁﬁld FH:L. Jim McDonald, 242 Peel 5t.,
John Wagg, 26 Guelph St., Dave Stuckiesa 27

Park :'h'e Roy McFadden, 350 Orville Rd., Duve

Morris, Ransom St., Kevin Perkinn.
Kingham Rd., David Glenn, 247 McDonald Blvd.,

and Bruce Saunders, 27 Mill St. East, ol work in

the chrome department, {anning and dying, at
Beardmore, They shared the §100,000 prize, each
receiving $10,000. They are known as the “fat li-
cker "' crew happy winner McDonald said,

They knew of thelr big win Thursday night, but
gtill showed up for work Friday.

After work they wenl down to the loltery of-
fices in Toronto to pick up their winnings and
then went to a restaurant for a celebration,

Ontarlo Lottery Coporation officlal Val Cic-
cone Interviewed each of the winners about their
plans for thelr winnings.

Most sald they will pay off loans, mortgages
and bilis and bank the balance. :

Glenn told the lottery apokesperson he'll pay
off his car loan, Stuckless will bank what he hos
left over after paying a loan off, Saunders plansg
to pay some bills and then bank §7,000, Perkins'
winnings will ¥o towards bills and his mortgage,
McFadden will pay the balance owlng on his
home and bank about $5,000 and Harris will also
pay off his car. Wagg had indeflnite investment
plans for his winnings and Norrls and Weston
hadn’t decided. McDonald will complete renova-
tions of his Muskoka cottage.

Harris sald while they originally told the lot-
tery people the ticket was purchased In Guelph
they now think they bought It right here in hctun.
at AB Foodland,

pose a property tax on the value of real property so
people owning similar hames would pay simtlar tax-

es.
Mr, Cutler, who works for Brabant News, is o

long-time resldent of Waterdown. Following his ac-
clamation, he told how at the age of 10 he would oc-
company his father through Hamilton-Wentworth
putting up slgns and handing out pamphlets for
NDP candidates.

He said his father had emigrated from England
and he noted his grandfather had also been a

“Jaborite.” This family history of labor polltics has
involved him in many facets of his party. He sils on
{Continued un Page 2)

| Kin dergarten

Klds on hold

by Eric Elstone

For as many a8 500 Halton children the doors to
kindergarten will be locked in September.

Halton Board of Education estimates 500 young-
siers will have to walit a year before trying to catch
up,

Those children, some of whom are in nursery
schools, will not be eligible to enter kindergarten in
September.,

Sotme parents are searching for private schools to
educate their children while others, in Burlington,
%r; is:eking to take their case to Premier William

vis.

Kindergarten children, whose sixth birthdays fali

~ in January or February, will proceed to Grade 1 be-

cause they have already starled in the school
system, according to Halion Director of Education
Em Lavender,

The next kindergarten enrolment will only accept
youngsters whose f{ifth birthdays fall before
December 31, That is the rule in the Educalion Act.

Halton permitted children into kindergarten in
September when their fifth birthday fell as late as

the following end of February. That 1l-year-old .

Halton  policy was-withdrawn during *Ihura:layu
board meeting at Burllngton.

Some {rustees blamed the ministry {or the late
change in kindergarten eligibility while others
pointed the finger at the board’s staff,

“I really feel we should have been watching the
situatlon more closely,” Burlington trustce Cam
Jackson said. He reminded trustees thal a year and
two days ago board stall issued a report stating that
the kindergarten matter would be “foremost in
mind."

Lavender defended his staff by saying that to re-
act to all posaible issues from the ministry “would
keep this board .in a fairly frequent state of un-
certainty."”

When the educalion ministry gives & warning
about a “program run in open defiance™ of the

. ministry, monitoring of that situation would be

easy, charged former board chairman Bill Herd.

There was a suggestion that Halton absorb the
cost, some $100,000, of early enrolment. Most
trustees, though, argued that they could then be
charged by ratepayers or the ministry with
misappropriation of funds.

In a letter dated February 5, Ontario Minister of
Eduzation Belte Stephenson suggested Halton con-
sider beglnner ctasses.

‘““The solution of the minister is really not a solu-
tion," vicechairman Elaine Riehm said. "It means
we do in 1314 years whal other boards do in 13 and
what other provinces doin12.”

Stephenson turned down Halten's January 29 ap-
peal for a year's grace concerning the eligibility
age. “'We fully appreciate the viewpolnls expressed
on behalf of those parents who had anticipaled hav-
ing their children begin school in September, 15981,
You understand, however, that my responsibility Is
lo ensure that the provisions of the legislation are
applied consistently and cquitably across the pro-
vince."

The ministry tried to gauge the degree of differ-
ences in provincial boards policles concerning
kindergarten ages.

John Storey, Central Reglon Director of Educa-
tion, soid of a May 6 meeting with county directors
of education: *'In fairness to the boards, I'd have to

"Tory ranks
breaking up

say what we were doing was trying to determine the
degree of the problem. ™

In October Storey issued a memo reminding
board directors of the provision of The Education
Act. .
Halton's staff alerted trustees of the ministry's

mind after the October mema, though, education
director Lavender acknowledges he knew of the

May 6meeting, He has stressed, as has Storey of the
ministry, that no action was required.

Burlington trustee Jackson charges that most of
the 16 or 18 schoal boards which faund themselves
out of step with the ministry—complied before
Seplember.
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what the Halton boord's decision

Read about
means to some town children on page 2.

The date for Halton Hills Council's 'debate on
Section 86 has been changed. Sce why on page 7.

On.page 8 read about Rnckwmd Llun5 huming
_their morigage.. o J

.....

- A rilt in the ranks of the Halton-Burlington Pro-
gressive Conservative Riding Association has taken
its tokl and now includes the resignation of ils pres-
ident, John Belleghem.

In an interview with this paper yesterday,
e]leghum confirmed he will leave the Association
execulive "*just as soon as the election is over™ due
to what happened Feb. 9 during the PC nomination
mecting.

Along with Belleghem, several other prominent
area Tory members have tendered their resign-
alions.

The resignations come in the wake of bitter char-
ges of unfair voting procedures at the riding's nom-
ination convention in Milton 10days ago.

Georgetown member Fran Baines won hands
down over Milton opponent Brian Penman,

Although strongly urged by many Association
members to run as an independent, Brian Penman
sait Monday he will not seek election.

Policeman offers

vandalism solution

What works against vandalism?

There are two things according to Halton Reg-
jonal Police Deputy Chief Beb Middaugh., One is
deterrence by police. There is, however, not enough-
money {or Lhat.

That leaves Lhe accountability of the child to the
family. “"The family structure is becoming more
sound than in the '70s,"" said Middaugh.,

The deputy chicl made his remarks to the Bus-
iness Improvement Area's (BIA) executive

(Continued on Page 3)

Nine of the ten happy workers at Beardmore who shored a $100,000 Winlario

prize ticket In Thirsday's draw. The “fat licker” crew picked up the Ir prize Fri-

day and most are planning to pay off bills and loans with thelr winnings,
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