Pomeroy says

Davis economic
strategy no help

to Halton Hills

The ProgressiveConservative provinelal govern-
ment's multi-million dollar five-ycar plan to beel up
the Ontario econamy won't likely help Halton Hills
much Mayor Peter Pomeroy has predicted.

Last week Premier William Davis unveiled a $1.5
billien plan to create jobs, Increase hydro produc-
tion, aid urban transit and help Ontario campanies
become mere competitive.

In the interview Llhis week Pomeroy sald he
wasn't on hand for the announcement and hasn't
read the text of the Premier’s remarks, but it ap-
pears the plan will have minimal impact on Halten

Hills. Pomeroy added he has talked to other mayors

who were present for the plan’s unveiling and has
read press reports. .

He added various aspects of the plan just don't
seem to apply to our area.

Last week the province also announced the un.
freezing of Winlario grants for capital projects.

However, the mayor doesn't expect that will help
Halton Hills with the Acton town hall refurbishing
or the Library-Cultural centre project in George-
town. He sald as he understands the government's

new Wintario grants plan doesn't apply to the local
* projects bul he is having recreation director Tom
Shephard lock at the problem closely. |

“The political climate seems to be right now to
apply pressure for grants,”” heexplained.

The mayor added if grants became available it
would be a great assistance in achieving his goal of
having the town hall issue resolved in the next year,

kg
By

Vic Brisiow, centre, chairman of the Heart Fund campaign will have 90 voluntcer canvassers {ike Julie Conroy and Janet Goy out knock-
ing on doors lor donations this month. All of February is Heart Moath. ' '
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. . Editorial |
j _. Make vourself heard
| attend open house

This Friday morning and evening the eyes of Halton will be
upon Acton.

That's the day of the long awaited Halton Regional Police open

_house in Acton at the Acton Legion. The open house will run from
10a.m. to noon and from 7 to 8.30 p.m.

The police say they want to tailor their service to community

needs. :
- But, to do that they need to know what Acton thinks of the
changes made so far, if Acton really wants an extended hours of
operation police station, what other changes Acton would like
made.

The police believe they have responded to Acton’s concerns, but
they aren't sure they have heard all the community’s complaints
and concerns. They aren’t even certain the complaints they have
heard represent the true feelings of the residents. '

Acton’s got the force’s attention. :

Now'’s the time to make all of our feelings, comments and con-
cerns heard.

Not only are the police listening, but the entire Halton regional
government structure is listening.

Regardless if you think our cops are tops and couldn’t be doing a
better job or you think they won't communicate with us and are
just another example of regional government not working, Friday

B8 || isthetime tolay your cards on the table.

Make yourself heard this Friday Acton.

Make yourself heard in large numbers, all the way down to
Oakville and Burlington.
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" Just clowning around

Sleve Saxon, Churchill Rd., keeps preity busy as a clown for reat. The 16-year-old  long winter falr at the Oakville Schoal,
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began clownlng around as a part-time job three years ago, Here he performsy the
old rabbit trick for children at the recent Percy Merry School Merryfest, o day-
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Steering committee named

make Acto

The first step towards making Acton known far
and wide ns Lenthertown was taken at a meeting
Thursday nlght with the formation of n steering
commitice, :

The mecting, sponsored by the Acton Chamber of
Commerce, atlracted a crowd of about 20 Chamber-
and service elub officials, representatives of local
leather business and a few interested citizens,

Named to the steering committee to get the mam-
math project off the ground were Chip Petrillo, who
is expected to chair the committee, Don Rankin,
Counclllor Terry Grubbe, Merv Pryhitka as well as
o representative from the Business Improvement
Area and a representative for the loecal service
clubs to be chosen later,

The idea is to turn Acton inlo not just a tourist at-
tractlon, but also turn the local leather [ndustry and
heritage into n source of pride for the community.,

Those in attendance discussed what their first
_ step should be, mainly developing Leathertown at-
tractions or a loge for the community. :

It was declded to set up o steering committee,
which will meet next month. The committee will
establlsh sub-committees to look inlo the various
directions the Leathertown Lheme can go.

It was emphasized by Chamber officials that
while it can be a co-ordinating body, assistance s
needed [rom all sectors of the community,

Larry Greaves of the BlA urged Lhe commilltee
get started as coon as possible on a logo because ft

will be easy and ldentiflable.

However, Fred Dawkins of Heller's and Lhe olde
Hide House, suggested booaters of a logo were “put-
ting the cart before the horse.” If Acton is lo
become Leathertown, he sald, the town must back
up the image withattractions.

Petrillo countered there is alrcady a leather
history here so0 a logo wouldn't offer anything that

‘fsn't in Aeton now, except cemnent the image.

Pryhitkn said his flrm develops logos for cor-
porate images and at cost could produce some
w:irmus logos for the steering commiltee to con-
sider.

insid )
Thirteen Acton children are affected by the
kindergarten age change. Details on page 2,

Mayor Peter Pomeroy hos warned of still more
region deficlls and predicted a 40 per cent region
budget hike. Sec page 3.

YMCA's shouldn't disband because they are on
important alternative lo government in provid-
ing human services an official says, The Murray
Memorial YMCA held its annual meeting last
Wednesday. Turn lo page?5. .

n Leathertown

A resident, Sally Smith, noted until quite recently
she wasn't aware of the communily’s leather
heritage and wondered how Acton can compete with
Blyth, Ontarlo, another centre known for leather.

Rankin said when people think of beer they think
of Milwaukee because that’s where suds are made.
Since leather is not only manufactured here, but
also marketed now ot the retall.level at the Hide
House, Acton could casily be thought of as Leather-
town. :

Dawkins agreed Acton will have no problem com-
peting with Blyth, People who go to Blylh are
already starting to come to the Hide House. Acton
has a great advantage too because the town is
within 50 miles of about 5 miilion people.

Acton already is Leathertown, Chamber officlal
Janet Fleming sald, the problem is that outslde con-
sumers just don't know it yet, She added the goal is
not to simply establish a retnil image, but an entlre
identity for the community.

Duwiina sald tanning Is viewed negatively by
mest people, but there Is a positive image for the
products llke shoes and coats. However, tanning
can be viewed In n positive way and therefore back-
up the retodl end.

Once there is & logo, Mrs, Fleming said, a
museum could be developed which would help pull
the retnil and Industrial aspects of Acton as
Leathertown together.

(Captinued on page 5}

Provincial vote called
Parties picking
their hopefuls

The three major political parties in Halton-Burlingion are gearmng up for the winter
election which was called Monday by Ontario Premuer William Davis. It's the first pro-
vincial winter election in 70 years, -

Premier Davis hopes fo return to Queen’s Park
with a majority government aiter the March 19
election. Ontario has had minority governments af-
ter the last two elections.

Davis will kick off the local campaign by having
breakfast with supporters next Tuesday at taum. i
the North Halton Golf and Country Club iy Gieorge-
town. e '

Halten-Burlington's MPP since 1975—Libwral Jul-
tan Reed—f{ingered the state of the ceonatny as the
maln issue, :

All three parties have yet to sclect candidales
ple have declared their interest,

Fran Baines, of Halton Hills, and Milten’s Brian
Penman have declared their intentions to scek the
PC candidacy in Halton-Burlington. The Tory
nomination meeting is at the suditorium at Milton's
E.C. Drury School for the Deaf at 8 p.m. next Mon-
day. .

'if‘hat same week the NDP will choose its cand-
{date Chris Cutler, Flambero, and Mike Dayok from
the Cambridge area have declared interest. At 20
years of age Cutler is the youngest member of the
party’s provincial exccutive.

" The Liberals are holding a nomination meeting
Februaryl4 ot the Boyne Centre in Milton at 8 p.m.
A source £ays Reed will have no opposition.

Cutler indicated that because of the new sub-
divisions in Milton and Burlinglon's growth north of
the QEW the riding is one which the NDP can win.

While the sitting member {Reed) is personable,
1 believe he belongs to the vanishing breed—Ihe Lib-
ernl,” sald Cutler.

“We as s party are certainly ready for this elec:
tlon," said Cutler.,

Cutler is well up in the New Democratic Party. He

is, for example, president of the party’s federai
organization in Hamilten-Wentworth. He has wurk-
ed for the provincial side too. _

“The main issue in the province is the fact that
the economy has slipped to where we are tenth in
Canada in terms of growth, under the Davis govern-
ment,” stated Reed soon after the election was an-
nounced.

“We've (Uniario) the potential to’ be Number
One,"" said Reed.

The Liberal Parly is presenting the provinee with
an economic strategy and a plan on energy, accord-
ing lo Reed, ' _

“In Halton-Buplington, we're a bit insulated, as
yet, on the economic down {urn,’" observed Reed.
He indicated this area is net as poorly off as Wind.

(Continued on page 7}

Jelinek hosts
public forum

Halton MP OuoeJelinek will hold a public forum
next Mondny at Robert Little School from 8 to 11
p.m.

In announcing the [orum, one of three being held

" in the riding, Jelinck stressed “*Availability™ is the
key o maintaining selid Jines of communication,
especinlly in ariding the size of Halton.

“1 want to provide an opportunity for all residents
of Halton to come and informally discuss their con-
cerns and problems.

™

Adding the finishing touches to thelr mural for the Halton Hills Library-Cutiural Cenire are these grade four ‘

and five students at Robert Little School. Left to right: Michael Géorge, Sean Jelfrey, Ken McKentle, Devin
Logan, Michael Dawkins, Kostas Athanassoulis and Scott Corcoran. The scene deplets the Acton Public School
of 1898. It stood where Robert Little is now located. Teacher Susan Sheehan was the supervisor and It took o
week to finish, More mural photos Inside.




