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Mra. J.

Opratko, Misslssauga Reglonai Coetuncll Chalrman for reglon 18 presents
Acton Red Cross chairman Henry Kroeas with the organfzation's charter at its In-

augural meeting Monday evening at Christlan Reformed Church.
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Acton’s Red Cross officially born

by Helen Murray

Six years of hard work culminated Monday
evening with the official birth of the Acton
Branch of the Canadian Red Croas Soclety.

Local chairman Henry Kroes was
presented with the Red Croes Charter by Mra,
J. Opratko, Mississauga Reglonal Counch
chalrman for region 18, of which Acton is o

rt.
I!HEI'I'l‘:IE story of the long haul to branch status is
a bit confused, as Kroes and Georgetown

. branch president Erica Thompson differ on

who came to whom for help. Tho result was
the same in both books.

According to Mrs. Thompson, Kroea ap-

proached her organizatien for help in re-
establishing the blood donor clinic In Acton,
{Kroes says they approached him). From
thia, developed six years of sharing funds,
campaigns, equipment, manpower, and
kinship.
. Acton became o '‘unit-operating service'
with its own volunteers. It wae the
Georgetown members who were 5o helpful In
Acton obtaining the charter, Kroes gaid.

Reviewing the past year, Alice Schreiber,
Blood Donor Clinlc chairman, explained that
with the four clinics held last vear 494 pints of

. the Legipn Ladies

blood were collectad, “We would like to sea {t
higher”, she szaid. S wero Richard
Tellord, Optimist Club of Acton,and A& B
Foodland,

Mrs. Schreiber Pmlud Ruth Courtney of

who looks alter refresh-

ments {or donors, and Mary DeHaan who has
her own group of volunteeras who telephone
donars,

Clinics in 1981 are scheduled for March 28,
June 25, September 24 and December 22.

The Acton and District Red Cross branch
has 210 routes to cover at campaign time—the
month of March. Some 190 volunteers knock
on doors from Cspringe to Speyside, east to
the Fourth Line and west to the Townline
;e?mhlg donations. Last year they ralsed

Mrs. ﬂﬂ;ﬂt}m ve the volunteers some
BrCoura words. She ted ocut Red
Cross volunteers devote half.a-miltion hours g
week to the cause. In Ontario alone there are
20,000 volunteers, with over 300,000 con-
tributing blood, and another 300,000 par-
ticipating in the water safety am, With
this amount of support, she said, all should be
encouraged,

Mrs. Opratka explained that 90 per cent of

Red Cross workers are volunteers, with only
10 per cent being pald for their services,
About 50 branches recelve the funds from the
Unlted Way, she went on, with about T
depending on thelr own individual fund
T campalgns for money, :

“When Icome {0 a place llke Acton, with all
ir.::I ;ulunt&m, I feel o renewed energy,’ she
sald. .

Words of congratulations came from:
Peggy Balkind of the Acton Community
Services Centre; Connle Nlewho!f; Licutepant
Lorne Pritcheit, of the Acton Salvatjon
Army; Constable William Parry, of the
Halton Regiongel Police; David Hall, of the
Optimists; Vic Bristow, of the Heart Fund:

ma Bralda and Glorin Coates of the Acton
branch of the Canadlan Cancer Soclety; Bert
Hinton of the Chamber of Commeree and the
Halton Lung Assoclation; and Alma Braida
?SDbE-:ehnIf of the Lakeslde Chapler of the

Films and slides were shown outlining the
various services offered bv the Red Cross
Soclaty,

“From watching the movie," sald Kroes, “1
reallze just how much we have to do and vie

A certificate of a lation was presented
to Helen Murray, by Mrs, Schreiber, in ap-
preciation of press coverage by both Helen
and Gord Murray in the past six years in The
Acton Free Press. Also thonked was Helen
McLean, formerly of Acion, now of Milton,
wio “without her help, we wouldn't have
gotlen anywhere," Kroes claimed.

The charter reads:
- "'On the application of Ontario division,
Central Council of the Canadian Red Cross
Soclety by virtue of the authiority vested In it
does hereby constitute the Acton and District
Branch of the Canadian Red Cross Society
with permission and authorily to use the
Emblem and Badge of the Red Cross and
subject to the objectives and bylaws of the

socicty to perform all acts consisted
therewith.

“"“This Charter shall remﬁin {n force until
such time only as {t may be recalled by
Central Councll.”

The charter is signed by Honorary
President Edward Schreyer, Divisional
President J.P. Richards, Natione! com-
misgsloner H. Tellier and National president
H. Lavelle. ]

haven't even got started yet!"
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Councillors vote selves
$590 1981 wage hike

The mayor and council voted them-
selves a raise at general committee,
Monday night. '

The mayeor’s salary will be upped from
$15,000 to %16, and councillors will
have an increase from $5,940 to $6,530,

This pay hike wil apply only in 1881. By a system
of comparisons to other indices their salarics wiil be

raised each year based on the formuia approx-
imating the cost of living index.

. Tha sciual-percentage. increase per year will be-:

the lesser of the Canada Consumer Prive Index, the

average percentage incréass in Indiistrial salaries; -

and average percentage increase of geven cate-

gories of town employces, ‘

The categories chosen as a compérison are
Iaborer, focility mainienance operator, secretary,
building Inspector, lown engineer, public works
foreman and heavy equipment operator.

This is the same system used at Halton Region
and the City of Burlington.

in addition reglonal councillors are paid $9,974.
Counclliors serving on various boards and commis-
sions are also paid usunlly on a per meeting basts.

-The sole opponent of the raise, Councillor Ross

- Kneehtel sald he would llke more Infarmation, and

clalmed no Industry would approve ralses without

" comparisonyand more background,

Mayor Pete Pomeroy sald he originated the ino-

tion and admitted discussion about councli's

rernuneration is always unpopular, He sald salaries
should be reviewed after four years,

“There's no way anyone is going to establish what
a council is really worth” he commented, and sald
councillers’ pay ranges from $4,000 up to $12,000.
The mayor warned councillors would take political

flack and “everybody you meet is going to scream
llke hell."”

Knechtel attacked the system of yearly percen-
lage increases as well, saying it is wrong to set sal-
aries for all4ime Based on “What we have Al this
time.' He clalmed It is {rresponsible to pass a bylaw
saying what councll will make in the next five
years.

Knechtel boosts Section 86
but few support tax reform

If injtial comments are a good Indication it would
seem there's little chance Halton Hills council will

opt for property tax reform through Section 88 of the

Assessment Act.

Monday night Councillor Ross Knechtel presented
general committee with the report his special
review committee complled during the late surn-
mer, fall and carly winter. Four councillors and
four citizens sat on the study group. :

The commitiee's report showed assessment
would decrease for 3,310 pileces of property, in-
crease for 3,950 and stay the same for 2,897,

All councillors praised the excellence of the
report, while Knechtel said it couldn't have been
complied without the fine work by committee
members and town staff.

Section 86 iz often called market value assess.
ment, but a more accurate word would be equalized
assesament, Knetchel told the councillors. -

He explained under section 86 the tax burden will
shlft around within classes of property, single fami-
ly, apariments, Industrial, farm etc., but not
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Acton-Rockwood residents closed ranks behlnd Acton High School teacher Kelth Black and his wile
when Hallon's Board of Education threatened to fire him. Many residents travelled twice o board meetings In

Borlington to demonstrate support of the Blacks,

- year because of assessment a

between classes of property as would happen with
Pure markel value assessment, . 7

If council doesn't opt for Section 88 there will be
over 3,000 people In Halton Hills stli]l paying more
taxes than in {nirness they should be just because
thelr homes have been built since the province froze
assessment early in the last decade.,

He said Section 86 doesn't, in theory, result in the
town recelving more or less tax revepue, although
there is sornetimes a drop in tax revenue the first
Is. The lost

revenue is regained the next year through a higher

" mill rote, treasurer Ray King explained.

Queen’s Park started out in the direction of full

market value assessment, but backed off for both

political and practical reasens, Knechtel explained,
Under pure market value assessment there would
be massive shills in the tax burden between classes
of property because in the past decade the value of
single family homes has gone up far faster than the
value of other {ypes of property. _

Under the present form of nssessment different
factors are being used in each of Halton Hills three
formmer municipalities to determine assessment,
hence three different mill rates. Section 86 allows
for & reassessment of all property, somathing which
hasn't been done in many years. Assessment has
been done at different times, using different factors.
Currently new homes are winding up with much
higher assessments, Section 83 brings market value
and other factors into the reassessment, Knechtel
explained, which gives the entire situation **a sense
of balance” instead of the huge increases and
decreases In assessment which would be the result
of pure market value assessment,

The same rules of assessmeént determination are
applied for all properiles in n class like single fami-
ly dwellings, instead of numerous rules which is the
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Sec story on page 2 and vtter gnd editorial page 4.

Rosemary

case now, Knechtel satd. “We are just saying we
will use the same set of rules for every single family
home. Everyone s treated fairly using the same set
of rules. We aren’t doing that now, Assessment now
depends on when a house was built so some are pay-
ing on a more expensive basis,"”

Knechtel said if Section 88 isn't adopted then the
town must be p to tell people who are
assessed on the ""newer basls why they are paying
more."" He said it would be easy to maintain the
status quo, but there will atil] be a lot of people who
wlll know they are paying more'than, in fairness,
they should be, He asked how council was golng to
explain this unfairness, adding it can't be done
because there is no answer why people with hames
built since assesament was frozen should pay more
when the town could casily correct the problem.

(Continued on page B 3)

Parents protest

kindergarten age

The province's deciston not to give grants to Hal-
ton board of education children tn kindergarten next
year who were born in January or February of 1977
has sparked a protest in Acton.

Queen’s Park has a policy on its books stating that
only children who have reached age five by next
December 31 may enter kindergarten this Sept-
ember. However, both the public and separate
school systems have a Jong standing tradition of
allowing pupils who have reached thelr {ifth birth-
day by the end of February to enter kindergarten
the previous fall, The province has told both boards
tf they continue this policy they won't receive grants
for those students. While firm declsions haven't
been made yet it would appear both boards will
comply with the province’s direction and change
thelr school starting birthdate deadiines effeclive
nextschool year.

Janet Fleming, Cobblehiil Rd., bas asked all par-
;nln of children affected by this change to contact

'l'.l". #

She says she lmows of cight children in local nur-
sery schools who are facing a third year inthat t
of education and suspects there are mdre. ‘

Haolton HHls separate school trustee Irene Mc-
Cauley says she knows of only one child n Acton
who won't be abla to go to §t. Joseph's this fall be-
cause of the age deadline, but she has only heard
from one family.

Protesta over this atlon change are gather-
ing stenm in Burlington, Oakville and Milton,

Mrs. Fleming says she s setting out to try and
determine how many children in Acton are affected
80 this information can be od on to Trustee Arl-
cne Bruce. “We need to know the numbers invelved
here,"” she sald.

She'd like to see parents of these children get
together and discuss “"how we can approach’ the

(Cantinued on page B 3)-
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Ted Barden, Eden Milis, Ls off to the Seulor Olymplcs in New York where he will compete In four speed skat-
Ing events. This year he hopes to skate 1,500 metres In less than three minutes.

Seniors Olympics

Other games people play

by Eric Elstone

Ted Barden llkes to win. He's been that way for
much of his 65 years. He's got at Jeast one more
win in mind, to skate race his way over 1,500 met-
rea of e in less than three minules.

Ted’s chance comes next week when the Eden
Mills resident will compete against the clock at
Lake Placld in New York State during the 12th
Annual Internatlonel Senlor Olymples. -

This is the fifth year Ted has participated in
the senior Olymples. He and his wife Evelyn
usually compete, however, a bad {all will likely
prevent Evelyn from skating this time, though,
she will make the trip, says Ted. .

The senjor Olympics offer chances for people
to competa in world class conditions, Senlors Is a
bit of a misnomer, in the phrase senlor Olym-

lcs, for though many of the 50 or so competitors
n speed skating are more than 50 years of age, a
number of youngier men and women—Irom 25 to
49 years, also compete.

if the image conjured up by the word senlor
does not ring quite true in the phrase senlor Qly-
mplcs, the second hall certainly peals sharply
because those “seniors™ race on the same oval
ice used in the 1832 Olympic Games; the very
same slick Eric Heiden sped on to his five Olym-
pic gold medais last year.

Speed skating Is the only event offered in the
east, according to chalrman Alex White of South-
ampton, New York. The games atarted years ago
he says in Los Angeles and many summer com-
petitions-—-running, swimming, cycling—are
held there. Skling is held on the mountains of
Wastiington or Oregon.

Sendor Olympics is competition not recreation,
although participants enjoy themselves. *Senior
citizens take it extremely seriously,”" nccording
to White, *'Some gkate year round and on cutdoor
Enk.ﬁ. They want those medals: gold, silver and

mm.l‘l _

Ted already has pome third'place medals plus
some ribbons, "*1've played sports and been com-

titive most of my life. I don't like to be beat too

1d. Most le like to win,'’ says Barden, And
Ted is llke most people.

The speed skating 13 an extension of another

activity which the Bardens enjoy: pleasure skat-

ing. Ted and Evelyn often are found by fricads, -

who also take to donning the blades, in North
York, Guelph, Scarborough and Stratford,

“Some people go drinking every night, some
daneing, some play tennis,” says Ted. “This is
what we do.”

Since early December, however, Ted's had
more in mind than pleasure skating. There are
the games. Most of this winter's days finds him
practising his stride on the old mill pond not far
from his Eden Milis home. He used {o operate
and own the mill, which fire gutted a year ago,
and the mill pond. ,

In the morning Ted shovels snow off the 125
metre or so oval he's got on the pond. After lunch
he laces up his 17-inch long blades for yet another
practice.

Gliss. . .pliss. . .gilss sounds the keen, steel,
keels in the frozen mill pond surface. Ted'’s goal
of breaking the three minute barrier for 1,500
metres means he must prepel his 168 pound, five-
oot eleven-inch frame round the circuit every 15
geconds for 12 times. Even on a windless day,
fabric of his blue track sult ripples away from his
body as he goes into a turn.

if Ted is to beat the clock he has to shave 26,7
geconds from his 1980 time. In nddition to the
1,500 metres, Ted will compete in the 1,000, the
500 and 200 metre races. :

Stamnina s the big difference between speed
sketing and hockey skating, according to Ted,
The stride and turning are different and there
are no quick stops in speed skating—""You goand
go". In hockey, & player skates straighted up,
while a speeder leans forward so ''there's not
much of you catching the wind."”

Asked If he thinks he Is getting any better Ted
says he doesn't know. For him the practices are
ta build up endurance, Instead of skating for five
minutes, see If one can 1s5t 20 minules. He says
he sprints for two or three rounds while he's at it.

In any skating its the Jegs that count. Ted says
Ahat his are much different than whean he first
practised nearly two months ago. "“They don't

“get tired and want to drop off.”

Ted's optimism about this year’s games shows
up when he spealm, again of those legs. After
skaling for o while he says "I find I have a lot
more ginger in them.” ’




