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Acton Volunteer Fireflghters were called out to

Holly Indusiries Tuesday afternoon.

Guest evangelist Garnett Gunter speaks at the
Evangel Penlecostal Tabernacle Monday evening,
Mr. Gunter will speak agaln tonlght at 7,30 p.m.

MPP Julian Reed keynote
speaker at Scout Forum

by Jean Layman

“Forum '81'" Scouis
Canada Hallon Reglon,
which includes Burllng-
ton, Oakville, Milton,
Hernby, Georgelown and
Acton was held at
Sheridan College last

Saturday Jan. 10.
Chairman Jim Dills,
APC, of Milton
welcomed leaders, group
committee, councll per-
sons and staff personnel.

Highlighting the theme
for the dsy was .Julian

- Reed MPP, s

aking on
“Promoting the Growlh
of Scouting'’. The speech
get Lhe pace for the
general sessions and
panel discussjons for the
dny. Mr. Reed was in the
Norval Boy Scout move-

Officers voting in favor
of bullet proof vests

In a survey belng con-
ducted by Halton Chief of
Police James Harding, 75
per cent of 185 cofficers
surveyed are in favor of
wearing bullet proof
vests as Part of the
uniform. Elghty officers
still have (o be
questioned.

Following Thursday’s
police commission
meeting in Oakville,
Harding sald speaking a5
an officer he would not be
in favor of wearing the
vest as a permanent
article of clothing, but
would like to see the vest
available to the force.

“1'm not the person to

think about it, I'm a
member of the force and
rsonally 1 will vole o
ut the person to form the
opinions ia the man on the
streetl, I want my officers
Lo be as safe as poaslble,"”
he said.

Harding sald If the
majority of the officers
want the vest he would
try to work to get them. If
the vote s split Harding
said the vests would be

cbiained for those who

wanted them,

"I think the law is tog
great to be enforced at
the point of a .38, The law
should be enforced with

the badge but In order to
use this method every-
thing has to be working
correctly. Soclety can
only work correctly If the
couris, the crown at-
torney, and correctional
Institutes all  work
towards. one common
goal or purpose—e sy-
stem where a badge is a
stgn of authority, not a
gun. It may be a dream, a
type of Utopla, but it's a

m I'm working
towards,”’ the Chief sald,

Harding said a full
report would be f{lied
when the Burvey is
completed. '

Legions in step for
Remembrance Day

Ontario school children
may spend the next
Rememoronce Day in
clags rather than away
from school. -

All five Halton Royal
Canadian Leglon
Branches fell into step in
pressuring the province
to delete November 11 as

a school hollday.

The legion branches,
however, stressed the
need for appropriate
Remembrance Day
programs in schools,
according lo educallon
director Em Lavender.

Halton sounded out the
legions on the ldea which

with the
Board of

originated
Hamilton
Education.

Hamillon and Hallen
are encouraging other
boards to follow suit in
asking the province to
keep school open on
Remembrance Day.

Rec. program openings

There are openings left
for several Halton Hills
recreation  depariment
winter programs, Many
of the programs with
openings are new this
year.

There will be a work-
shop entitled Nutrition
and You at the Acton
YMCA on Valentine's
Day, February 14, from
10 2.m, to 3 p.m.,

Boys' Gymnastics,
which will run Tuesdays
from 6.30 to 7.30 p.mn. al
M.Z. Bennett, [s B new

m with ninga.
Ladles Sell Defence Is
another new program
with room left for par-
ticlpants. This program
runs from 8.45 to 10.15
p.m. at Robert Little
School.

Limehouse School wiil
be the setting for a
number of  winter
programs. Fitness and
Dance and Jazz for Jun-
fors will run Thursday
nighta, '

Fitness and Dance also
rung at M.Z. Bennett, but

on Wednesdays.

Power Skating ls a
winter program on
Wedneadays at Acton
Community Centre after
school.

Girls’ Gymnastics, a
guccessful program, re-
turns at Acton High
School on  Saturday
mornings.

There are a {ew open-
ings left in Preschool
Playshop at St. Alban's
Apngllcan Chureh on
Tuesdays.

Cancer thanks donors

The Acton Branch of
the Canadlan Cancer
Saclety thanks those who
donated knitted gar-
ments and food items for
the annunl Christmas
bales which were
distributed to cancer pat-
lents,

The lovely handmade
children’s garments

Obituary

were sent to the Oncology
Ward of the Hospital for
Sick Children in Toronto,
while those  for adulls
went to Henderson Gen-
eral Hospital in Hamil-
ton. Baked goods, tea,
coffee, elc., were sent {o
Princess Margaret
Lodge to be as
refreshments . for

patients, relatives and

friends staying lhere.
Several gift boxes were
distributed to patients
residing in the Acton
area.

The gifts mean a great
deal to the patlents and
help to make their stay in
hospital
Christmas season a little
brighter.

Annie McLean

. Ellzabeth Ann McLean
died Nov. 25 at Halton
Centennial Manor In her
99th year.

Born the daoughter of
Willlam Cole and his wife
Margaret Jane Reld,
July 9, 1882, She I8 BuT-
vived by daughters Jean
of Acton and Irene (Mrs,
F. Dixon} of Milton and
son Wil of Erin, grand-
children, Anne Marshall
Diane EHarris,
Mclean and Frances
Johnston; and four great

¥
.

Earl

grandchildren. She was
edeceaced by her
ushban John MecLean,
brother Fred Cole, and
sister Agnes McKay,
Minnte Kirkwood and
Emma Cole.

Alter her marringe at
her home near George-
town In 1908, Mrs.
Mclean and her husband
farmed lot 5 concession
10 of Erin Township until
1948, They thenre to
Acton. A member of
Trinity Church, Mrs,

Mclean was fond of
flowers and musle.

Funeral Service was
held November 27 at
Shoemaker Funeral
Home, Rev. C.P. Bealon
officiating.  Interment
took place at Erin
cemetery.

Paul beaurers were
Earl McLean, James
Johnaton, Don Harris,
Brian Marshall, Wilfred
Kirkwood, Go Kirk-
wood, .

during the

ment and later as a
!Ei-aggﬁ. ;‘Er Reedh m:gl-
clu 8 Epeec y
Plnying hls Banjo and
exding In song.

General Sessions
started with  Larry
McIntyre of Kitchener
glving a very interesting
talk on public relatlons
and recruitment entltied
“If you Den't Promote—
Nothing Happens.” Erle
Ba!zind, Acton alsoc gave
an interesting speech on
“'Insight on Youth.” Both
Mr. Mcelntyre and Mr.
Balkind belng in the
teaching professlon
dealing with to-day's
vouth, were able to
compare today to when
they were boys.

Other sessions were
conducted by  John
Pettifer on leadership
development. '‘Ready”
by Gord Douglas and
“The Blg Adventure' by
Bob Carlaw, i

Fred Wiskin of prov-
Inctal
showed slides of the CJ
'8l camp grounds and
reminded all who would
be attending, {o start
gotting pgood f{oolwear
and warm gear becauss
temperalures drop at
night time in the foothills.

Bob Carlaw reminded
all Venturers attending
the **Trek Away' lo have
skls, snow shoes, snow
machines and {ce fishing
gear In first clazs shape.
This event alarts from
Blue Springs on
February 13, 14, 15.
Further information may
be obtained by contacting
Mr. Carlaw at Blue
Springs.

Scouts were reminded
of the Huck Finn Race to
be held in September s0
get started on their rafts,

Mr. Dllls announced
North Hallon Region was
on the Honor Roll with
over 100 percent re-
glstration compleling the
day long conference.

Jennifar Barr
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Jim and Gwen Johnson, who live in an attract-
Ive three bedroom home In rural Acton, are busy
raising two small children and seem to conform
to the classic Canadlan stereotype.

However, seven years ago they were engulfed
in & strict Moslem eociety working with CUSO In
Nigeria.

“I cried when 1 arrived and 1 eried when
left,” says Gwen of her two year sojouwrn as o tea-
cher to Nigerlan tcenaged girls.

Just out of unlversity and barely into adult-

hood, Gwen dand Jim velunteered to work with

Nigerians in education and agricultural areas.

Jim, an agricultural graduate of Kempvllle
College, was sent to work with a CUSO staffed
agricultural co-operative in Bauchi, the north-
eastern part of Nigeria on the rural fringeof the
Sahara. Gwen taught in a government run girls'
secondary school in the same village.

“The cultural shock was considerable” Gwen
comments, “it was like closing one book and
opening another."

The Johnsons say they were screcned by o
panel before being accepted as part of CUSO
staff. Gwen corresponded with the teacher she
would replace in Nigeria so had some idea of the
work she would be teaching. As Instructor ol
English language and English literature she had
to cope with teaching Shakespeare and several
English novels to Nigertan giris barely grad-
unted from tribal life and speaking little English,

“We ended up translating most of it {the liter-
ature},” Gwen remarks.

Jim’s dutles encompassed work on the Bauchi
farm centre working in the area of inservice
tralning. He enjoyed his work and had more
opportunity to work with traditlonal tribai (ar-
mers.

Gwen's work was considered very lnnovative,
Most Moslem women of rural Nigeria were mar-
ried soon after puberty, veiled and protected
from westerncivilization.

About 10 per cent of the population atlended
primary schoel and then only the brightest went

Outers end
glass drive

The Quters Club's glass

normal rate by hall at

headquarters -

drives are finished, how-
ever, more glass than
ever is being collected in
town-—~hy the
municipality.

The Quters Club, which
s based at Acton High

_Sehool, conducted (ts last

monthly collectlon of re-
[use glass on January 3.
The catch was about 12
45-gallon- barrols full of
crushed glass, according
to high school lescher
Paul Toemblyn.

Those dozen barrels
amount to about a third
of what the club would
normally expect {o gat-
her prior to the spread of
Halton Hills' Divide and
Conquer recycling cam-
palgn to Acton. '

The club members,
students who are inter-
eated in participating in
outdoor education, nor-
mally gather enough old

* bottles to fiil 38 large bar-

rels with crushed glass,
The Divide and Con-
gquer campaign, which
started In Georgetown,
collects paper, metal as
well as glass (or recycl-
ing.
“If they've taken it
over and they are gelting
more glaas out of the
town then that's good be-
cause it means the rais-
ing of peoples’ awareness
about recycling glass,”
Tamblyn sald.
-The lown's ass
coliection cut the club’s
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firat. The club's lake was
now down to & third, said
Tamblyn.
The money reised by
the club's collection went
directly towards the pur
chase of new equip-
ment—Ltents, ropes and
such--or . The
club, which Tamblyn
aaid is OK finsncially this
year, has already started
searching for new ways
‘of raising money. :
None of the club's plan

(Continued on J8ge B 11)

on ta secondary school. So o school dedicated to
providing females with sccondary education was
VETY NewW.

Gwen sald she was regarded as something of
an oddity becauso she worked for a living and
had not provided Jim with sons. In the poly-
gamous Moslem society, Jim was sym-
pathetically offered a second wife to provide him
with the sone he needed for socinl stature.

I'm glad to say, since then Gwen has {ulfilled
her wifely duty and provided Jim with one son,
Greg, 4 ond a daughter Carrie, 234,

Festivalfun

The Johnsons found the culture of Nigeria [as-
clnating and were keen on learning all they
could, They are olso adamant in lhelr [celing
Nigerlan culture shouldn't be westernized but
should be allowed te remain unpolluted.

Jim says it's hard, in a teaching sltuation, to -

know which technolegy to select without impart-
ing materiallsm.

As part of o Moslem sociely, Lthe Johnsons en-
joyed celebrating Moslem festivals. The feast
equalling Christian Christrnas is Sallah and is
celebrated on Novemnber 1 after a fasting period
of 30 days called Ramadan.

During Ramadan, no food was partaken from
sunrise to sunset and prayers were said seven
times a doy.

_ The weather was a foctor Gwen and Jim hod to
got use to. Living right at the equater it would get
“hotter than blazes" at midday but the work day
started at 7 o.m. and finished ot 1 p.m. to allow
for a senslble rest period.
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Jim and Gwen Johnson with Greg and Carric

examine a hoe Jim used while farming in

However, cool dust-filled winds from the
Sahara called Harmattan would bring night-time
temperalures right down d the winter sea-
gon. Gwen found herself wearing her winter coal,

The five montlt rainy season started “with a
bang"” in March and heralded the start of
planting.

'“They live by the rains” explains Jim “and it's
a big thing to decide when to plant. . .they would
pray for rain. . . the Moslems believed in it fer-
vently.” :

In times of drought—and there was a terrible
drought occcurring when the Johnsons were in
Africa-~the Emir, head of religious faith, would
ke pald homage and asked to pray for rain.,

“*¥You know, at 10 a.m. the Emir would be pray-
ing to a cloudless sky and by a quarter to eleven
it would be raining cats and dogs,” Jim says.

How did thelr years [n Nigerta affect the John-
50037

“1 hope it affected owr materialisam,” Gwen
comments. "“The news now has more meaning,"
she adds,

“It broadencd our horizons—I'm an ardent
Internationalis!,” says Jim,

The communal sociely of Moslem Nigeria had
quite animpact on the pajr.

“It's ail giving and sharing, they don't keep
score. . .I don't think our capitalist society would
work there—you know, the maximization of
individual greed,” Jim says. :

Although the Johnsons feel they couldn't setile
permanently in such a slower pace of life, they
remember their years In Nigerin with affection,
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Nigeria. The children are wearing Nigerian bats.

In the regular “Articles for Sale” columns,
insert your word advertisement at the regular

rates.

Should the article not sell during the first
week, The Free Press will publish the same
advertisement a second week at 2 Price.

YOU MUST PHONE
The Free Press office for your second

insertion by Noon Tuesday.
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