" Chamber may promote Acton as Leathertown .

Putting Acten on the map as Leathertown Ontario
is a major project the Acton Chamber of Commerce

is contemnplating tackling in 1981,

- Promoting Acton's leather heritage could take olf
in many directions, Chamber secreétary Janet
Fleming says, and among the ideas already being
discussed are a leather museum, signs around town
proclalming Acton as a leathertown and a logo for
the community incorporating a leather theme.

The Chamber is in the midst of its annual
membership drive, with the goal of signing up 150
individuals and members.

- With the promotion of Acton as leathertown and
the e?o:sihuit}' of a series of speaker luncheons
harely on the drawing board the Chamber is looking
for more members to help moke these dreams a
reality.

Acton of course has a tremendous leather
heritage. Over 700 people make their lving in
leather plants in and sround Acton.

However, 1980 saw the leather industry become
part of the commercial aspects of Acton with the
opening of the Leathertown mall and the olde Ride
House,

“We feel a lot could be build on the lenther theme
here,” Mrs. Fieming said. "It could be a positive
image for the town.”

Early this year the Chamber would like lo see a
committee of its members sit down with other in-
terested people in the community to look at ways of
developing the leather theme further.

A leather muscum, signs end a logo are just three
possible ideas, the leather theme could go off in
many directions. The whele idea Is very much still

in the exploratory stage, for Instance the location of
u possible leather museum hasn’t been determined.
The Chamber will also be looking at bringing the
leather theme into the 1981 edition of ita directory,
successfully launched last year. Mrs. Fleming
noted a history of leather In Acton and stories about
things llke the uniqueness of Beardmore, a plant
where both upé:er and scle leather {3 manuwlfactured,
could be included In tha directory. - :
She said many other communities hove enhanc
thelr identity by promoting a large industry, for

instance Glace Bay &nd mining or Brantford as

telephene town. .

Mrs. Fleming said the Chamber would be looking
for help with this venture not just from the leather
Industry, but alco groups like the BIA, Aclen
Beautification Commitice.

The {ew people who have been involved in this
idea 50 far have been very enthustastic and Mrs.
Fleming says “‘enthuslasm could gorampant.”

Both the promotion of Acton as leathertown and
the speakers luncheons will be topics of discussion
al the Chamber's Annual General Meetlng to be
held in February.

Speakers ot the lunchecns could include people
involved with small business, members of Cham-
bers in other Lowns, local people invelved in various
communlty projects and government officials.

The membership drive for 1981 was launched in
October and so {or 31 members bave been signed
up. More encouraging i8 the fact 11 of those
members are new members. Last year the
Chamber had 109 members so 150 this year is a
reallstic goal.

A

The Acton Chamber of Commerce has in past
vears worked on Back to Acton Days and sponsored
the Citizen of the Year program. Work has already
started on marrying Back to Acton Days and the
Citizen of the Year program so even more people in
the community will particlpate.

Fot several years the Chamber published a small
map and directory brochure, but last year, with the
help of Acton High School students, published a 40
page detailed direetory booklel. ,

The Chamber does liasion work with new
businesses in town and sponsors all<andidates
meetlngs at election time.

In »ddilion the active Chamber heiped revamp
the downtown coming events board made briefs to
council, helped promote Actario and developed an

(Continued on page B7)

The Ack

oN

%

An Inland Community Newspaper

Press

Oue Hundred and Sixeh Year - No. 26

ACTON, ONTARIO, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7, 1881

Eiphteen Pages - Tweniv-Five Cents

- OPP murder
' trial Monday

H Constable
| ' Duncan

e McAleese

i

The first degree murder trial of a EE-FEE.II'-QI'EI Sim- -

coe man accused of killing a former member of both
the Acton and Milton OPP detachments i3
scheduled to begin next Monday in Ontario Supreme
Court in Newmarkel.

OPP Constable Duncan McAleese was murdered
outside a Delhi sandwich shop last January
was shot nine times in what investigating officers
termed=a*'set-up”. :

Haldiman-Norfolk Crown Atltorney’s office
spokesman Doug Drinkwalter said the trial in Sup-~

23. He -

reasons why the trial was moved to Newmarket.

Part of the delay, bringing the case to trial nearly
a year following the murder, has been waiting for a
Supreme Court jury to sit since the new court build-
ing opened in Newmarket, last September.

Drinkwaliter sald the trinl is expected to last a
couple of weeks,

Mitchell has remained in custody since his arrest
shortly after the shooting. He {8 confined in a mental
hospital since he has attempted suicide, but, Drink-
;vnulter noted, Mitchell Is in custody as if he waa in

ail.

McAlcese was member of the Acton detachment
of the OPP when the unit closed In September 1975,
and was then transferred to the Simcoe detach-
ment. He was with the Acton detachment a little
over a year and was a member when the OPP was
hanored as Citizens of the Year for 1975.

Father of three sons and husband of Dorothy, Con-
stable McAleese was 33 at the timeof his death.

At the time of his murder investigating policesaid
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reme Court by judge and jury of Roberi Bruce _-
E iy 12,0 oo oo 2 s o i MR GAllcd 88 hoee g fiiecd i dhe parginich .

He sald there is a court gag order covering the ... . ., .. a~tContinued on page B7)
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Move to terminate contract .

Delegation to ask board

‘delay decision on Black

A committee of concerned citizens has been
formed here to support Acton High School teacher
Keith Black and a delegation will attend tomorrow
night's {Thursday) meeting of Halton Board of
Education requesting trustees defer any declsionon
an administration recommendation that the
teacher's contract be lerminated.

In a lelter to Black dated December 30
Superintendent of Instruttion Ray Stoness notes

Black pleaded gullty and was convicted of theltover -

$200 recently. :
Stoness informed Black that he is recommending
to the board that hls position as Head of Social

Sarah Elizabeth Nightingaie, all of seven pounds, b
ounces &t birth, was the New Year's baby (o the
Acton-Rockwood vicinity. Sarah, plctured with her
mother Mary, waa bomm at 7.535 a.m. New Year's
Day in Guelph General Hospital. Sarah {s the third
child for Mary and Wayne Nightingale. The Nigh-
tingales have anclher danghter, 13-year-old Coleite,
and a 2W-vear-old son named Tim. Sarah was
brought to the Nightlngale's R.R. 3 Rockwood home
Mondoy.

Photo by LYNDA HILL

Selences at AHS be terminated as of January 1 and
that his permanent teaching contract be terminated
at the end of August. .

The board officlal also wrote that if the boart, does
terminate Black's contract he will recommend to
Queen's Park (hat his teaching certificate be
cancelled.

Black was instructed in the letter to repott to Don
Gentlemnan at the North Education Centre in Milton
for reassignment of duties from January until the
end of August. :

In an interview Tuesday Rev. Chuck Beaton,
Trinity United Church, said he and Rev. John
Robertson, Knox Presbyterian Church, and former
Acton schoo! beard member Tom Watson will leada
delegation, which they expect could be quite large,
to the board meeting Thursday asking that they
defer making any declsion unlil Actonians can

"~ make a presentation.

Many parents are concerned about the ad-
minlstration’s action, particularly now when the

(Continued on page B7)

Plan police
open house

Halton Regional Police are continuing planning
for an open house in Acton whichshould be held
sometime in the next four weeks.

The police plan to have displays at the open house
as well as Chie! Harding and other top brass, police
commissioners and the 12 officers assigned to cover
Acton this year, Arranging a date when everyoneon
the force who is coming to the open house is laking a
little time., .

The open house will run two hours in the morning
and two hours in the evening of the date selected.

Regional Counclilor Dave Whiting who haa becn
helping arrange the open house, said it may be held
on a Fridayandthe Y is available.

Inspector John Barrett noted the police are look-
ing for a larger building with parking, in which fo
hold the open house in the hopes lots of residents will
attend.

Deputy Chief Bob Middaugh will be in Acton next

' Wednesday todiscuss policing with the BIA.
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‘Logal churchas are planning for the Ten Days for

. Nt Development program. More on page .

" Conclf 45 bagking Tod Tyler’s bid (6 extead his
huskervice:Moreonpages. . il

“Oviers of dogs running at' large In Eiatnoss

iy b dogniippers about. Turn Lo pages: -+

SNOW Says

These four youngaters braved ihe cold of Jast Friduy to enjoy some of this snow
we've been recelving. Front toback Amy Lesiie 5, Sarah Coates 7, Coby Leslle 8
and Jennlfer Coates 10, nll of Aclon, found the hills of Halion Hilis just right for

- g TN
Wheeeeee!

aflernoon tobogganing spree. For those who don't like the cold, better stay in-

A

doors. The weatherman predicts another bone chilling weekend, For more fun
In the winter ghots turn {0 This Week Thru The Lens.
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Not planning second hydro

corridor through Esquesing

There won't be second high voltage hydro
corridor cutting through Esquesing in the for-

Blg Jim and little Fran, Trans

inister of Transportation and
S .

Mintater

Jim Bpow talks polltics with Halton-Burlingion Pro-
gresslve Couservatlve nomination Fran Balnes in
Acton Monday night.

Communications Jim Snow said Monday night in
Acton.

Snow, speaking at the annunl meeting of the
Acton Provinclal Progresaive Conservative
Associntion, sald Liberal energy critic and Halton-
Burlington MPP Jullan Reed's recently published
prediction that Ontario Hydro will push a second

_corridor through the rural area Isn't correct.

He seid he knows of no plans to put another line
through Lhls area, certainly not in the next three
years. There will be a second corrider coming out of
Bruce and Snow safd there will be hearings to deal

in face during

A 16-yenr-old Acton boy has lald assault charges
agalnst a goaltender from the Burlington Cougars
after he was hit in the face during Saturday's junlor
B hockey game at the Cornmunity Center.

Anthony Saxon of Kingham Road, lald charges
Monday against Mark Green alter consulting with
the Justice of Pence Saturday night.

The incident occurred in the third period of the
Acton Sabres-Burlington Cougars game, Saxon said
he and his friends were seated behind the
Burlington bench, watching play when he was hit in
the face by the goaltender's blocking glove.

Although no bones were broken, Saxon said his
face was badly swollen. He cansulted o doctor Sun-
day.

Saxon said he dld not converse with Green during
the game, although he and his {riends were yelling
at the Burllngton players on the ice. But he added,
they had quiéted down to watch the play and at
lenst 10 minutes passed befere he was struck.

The case goes to Milten court January 19.

Saxon, who has season tickets (o Sabres’ games,
says he is planning to attend the next match, but
wlll sit in a different location.

Green meanwhile, was released by the Cougars
Monday, for reasons other than Saturday's incident.

with the route, but it isn't planned lor here.

How Reed expects Lo get needed power from point
A, the station, to peint B. the customers, withoul »
going over someone’s tand is a mystery to Snow. He
observed everyone agrees we need hydro, the same
as dumps, but Just don’t put them near me. '

The power corridor completed the past spring and
early summer Lhrough Esquesing hasn’'t marred
the landscape that much and taken very little
agricultural land out of production, Snow declared.

He sald the line should have been built a fot sooner

(Continued on page RT)

Youth lays charge after hit
Jjunior game
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