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Must have large number
at police open house

Looking ahead to 1981 it isn't
hard to crystal ball gaze and con-
clude there will be an event the
first month of the new year of
paramount importance to this
community., |

Halton Regional Police are busy
planning for an open house in this
community for an as yet undeter-
mined date at an as yet undeter-
mined location.

However, it is certain the chief,
deputy-chief, staff officer, district
commander, crime prevention of-
ficer and 12 policemen assigned to

cover Acton next year will be in

town for four hours one day, two
in the morning, two in the even-
ing, to hear what Acton has to say
about police service and what
we'd like to see done.

The peopie of this town had bet-
ter be out at that meeting in large
numbers or forget about the pol-
ice, or any other branch of Halton
regional government for that mat-
ter, ever taking our comments
and concerns seriously again.

A few weeks back when local
businessman Lorne Doberthien
and Chief James Harding were
firing wvolleys at each other
through letters published in this
newspaper emotions were run-
ning prety high.

Cooler heads are now pre-
vailing, now is the time for both
residents and police to listen to
each others views and hopefully
make concrete changes which will
benefit all concerned. -

After meeting with Doberthien
and a few other residents and
hearing the comments about the
force’s operation here from staff
of the Free Press the chief has

made a few changes. ;

First he has promised to stab-
ilize the group of officers working
in Acton, except in rare instances
throughout 1881 the same 12 of-
ficers will be working here.

‘The officers will be urged to get
to know the community, but at the
same time the police hope resid-
ents will make an effort to get to
know these men.

The chief has said if we can con-
vince him we really want a police
station open more than 8.30 a.m.
to 4.30 p.m. five days a week he
will go to bat with the region and
police commission for the needed
funds, despite the fact he views
extended station hours as simply
a comfort blanket, Harding allows
it could be a very important com-
fort blanket, one which wouldgo a
long way towards building up
community confidence in the

police and thus result in more co-
operation between the public and
policein Acton.

Harding has pledged to hold an
open house next month in an effort
to not only hear our complaints
and ideas for improving police
service, but also so he and the top
brass can get to know us too.

Repeatediy, ever since the chief
and his senior officers quit being
defensive about criticism from
Acton, Harding has said he has to
hear from not just a handful of
Actonians, but a large cross-sec-
tion of the community if there is to
be any chance of them getting a
handle on what Acton wants,

The chief, we believe, is quite
sincere when he says he wants
Acton’s input.

He has set crime prevention
rather than crime reaction as the
long term goal of the force, Hard-
ing says he’'d rather see his of-
ficers out preventing crime, pre-
venting there being victims of
crime, than chasing bad guys and
locking them up.

This would seem to be a quite
logical even enlightened, ap-
proach.

And we fully agree with Hard-
ing when he says this approach
will never ever work if the police

don’t have the cooperation of the
public.

This isn't to say we think the
police have done everything right
during their five years in Acton
and area, There have been loads
of probelms, many of the force's
own making, sometimes simply
because the people running the
police didn't know what the people
here wanted from them.

Complaints have been numer-
ous over the years, particularly
the first few years the regional
police were here, before Acton be-
came so disheartened with fight-
ing the region and force for
changes,

Of late far too often the remarks
about the police, understandably
have been just barbs and jabs.
Little of a constructive nature has
been said.

Some will say if the police don't

know what Acton wants and needs
in the way of police service by
now they never will.

However, what most forget is
that the people running the police
department now have been
brought in by Harding, who has
himself only been in the region for
18 months. The present police
administration needs to hear from
Acton.

The police have held out the
olive branch of peace and made a
few changes they are under the
impression Acton wants.

They have even said Doberthien
can be the medium to carry Ac-
ton’s concerns to the force, though
they'd like to hear from more
individual residents.

Now the force has tossed the
ball info our court.

They have invited the com-
munity to come and meet them in
January and tell them their mis-
takes, our ideas for charges, our
wishes, so they can tailor their
service to the community's needs,

Doberthien, we believe, is cor-
rect when he says the things he
has been saying represent the
views of 90 per cent of residents.

However, is it fair to this in-
dividual to leave him to earry our
message to the police almost
singlehandedly? '

We applaud his efforts and, yes,
courage in coming forward, air-
ing hiw views and having the guts
to back it up with his name.’

We think it would be a serious
mistake on the community's part
if the whole job is left to Dober-
thien.

He needs the support of dozens
and dozens of residents, those who
share his views and those who
think the police are doing an
excellent job, and we have no
doubt there are those who feel
that way.

Also it is hard to expect the pol-
ice to be convinced of Acton’s
deep concern and the need for
changes, development of a little
police force of our own which is
still part of the larger regional
operation, if they heard from just
a few people.

If attendance is as poor at the
open house as it was at the recent
meeting at police headquarters in
Oakville then Acton had better be
prepared to be ignored com-
pletely by the police and region
for a long, long time.

~We've got them listening to us
now.

Now is the time to be heard.

Don’t be apathetic. Don't leave
the whole job to Doberthien.

Making ourselves heard is the
only way we’ll get anything
changed, the only possible way to
ever have our concerns satisfied.

Let's hope everyone in Acton
makes it their New Year’s
resoliuion to attend the police
department’s open house next
month, regardless of what day it
13 held or what plans we may have
made.
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The sun ghone In Acton on Saturday
when local gal Cathy McGrath was the
Toronto Sun’s Sunshine Girl that doy.

Cathy, a former Miss Aclon, was the
second local girl to be in the dally photo
{eature. Victorin Lenizky was a Sunshine
Glrl aimost two years agoe, during her
relgn as Mias Acton. Victorla was model-
ling in Parls, France at the time the photo

appenred in the paper.

+ + +

Two Acton residents have hit it big with
Air Canada. Jason Wegman, 8, won {lrst
place In the Christmas Card contest Afr
Canada was holding in their publicatlon
Horizons,

Jan Wegman had his pleture and a small
story in the publlcation Toronto Base
Pulse {for Inflight  service personnel;
stewards, stewardesses, sales ele.) for
gradunting from Wilfrid Laurler Unlver-

continuing hls education part-time, Jan
was employed with the air line in route
operations, supervisor FSD, in Toronto.
Congratulations are extended to both.
+ 4+ 4+

Heard in my travels of lots of holiday
visitors to the homefronts this holiday sca-
son. From western Canada came George
and Anne Cook, nee Toth, who followed the
western dream almost two years ago.
They are now living in Whilecourt.

- . George's sister, Betty Ferguson and hus-
- band Ken gnd sons, also from Whitecourt,

were also home for the featlve season.
Other western visitors (rom Alberta were
Sherry Trotter of St. Alberts and Sally
Dick of Edmonton.

From Montreal were fdon and Trev

 Louttet, nee Patrick. Kathy Hall, of Tor-

onto, spent Christmas with her pareats
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given of Ballinnfod.
+ + o+

One Actonlon who wasn't home for
Chrlstmas was Cathy Coles, nee Papillon,
who was in Guelph General Hospital after
presenting hubby Tim with o brand new
gon, Bryan Joseph on December 23, A
check with the hospital revealed that

_ Cathy had the baby born closest to Christ-
mas, {rom Acton. Sister Elizabeth now has

same company at play tine.
+ o+ o+
I'was up in Collingwood visiting my fam-

11y on the weekend and came upon who [

though was Acton’s very awn Elmer Dunn.
The man sald a friendly hello, and I replied
by asklng what in heck he was dolng sitling
in Towera (In a plaza built by the infamous

Elmer afterall, but a man I grew up living
beside. 1 hadn't seen hlm in about seven
years, since my parents moved to the
other side of town. Anyway Elmer, you
were in my thoughts. .

+ 4+ o+

I experienced my first Boxing Day Sale
Salurday. My mother suggested we go to
the new E!n:,a and try to pick up some bar-
gains, The store seemed empty enough at
first, until we got to the C
atlon section. Then all heck broke loose.

Women {sorry to be sexist, but there
were very few men) were pushing and
shoving, rying te gel at the 50 per cent off
decorations end wrapping paper. Christ-
mas lrees were stripped, paper pulled
from its packaging, bulbs broken and
icicles scattered on the floor, making It
look like o disaster area.

I picked up 2 few items and tossed them
ln o cart to be shared between my Mom
and I. Then my sister and her husband
showed up, and started tossing thelr pur-
chiased in. Next thing I knew, I was at-
ternpling to push a rather heavy, clumsy
cart up a very narrow, crowded alsle, |
found mysell bumping into people and
reachlng past them, but not to pick items
off the shelves, but to get some air.,

I admittedly bought a few things, but 1
think I spent about $50 less than most
people there. My averslon to crowds is

only emphasized In situations like Sat-
urday’s. There are tlmes when I would
rather pay full price in an empty store,
than save 50 per cent In a crowd. Call me
Irivolous,

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Taxpayers expected to
dlg deep Into thelr
kels once the new 1680
avys were ¢stablished
after Halton Board of
Educatlon began the
month by passing o
record budget, over $101
million. It was the first
time the public education
aystem's budget had hit
the nine flgure mark.

Later {n the month
Halton Hills brought
down s modest, In
porison with the
school board, budget and
ralepayers felt the sling
again.

With the region levy
atill to be established the
average tax hike In Acton
was guaranteed to be ot
least $45.42, only $5.42
going to Halton Hills and
rest to the school board.

It was all smilea at
Branch 197 the night all
lhe men who had co
slgned the mortgage for
the new Leglon a little
more than flve years
earlier saw it turned to
ashes.

March was Hed Cross
month in Acton and of-
ficials of the organization

on Highway 7 east of
Acton for severnl hours
one afternoon hoping to
catch a trio of robbers
who had knocked over a
bank in Alten in thelr net,
The men were caught,
but not nround here.
The flu bug had o steel
ip on much of Ontarlo,
ut while it ghowed up
here school principals
and local doctors aaid it
wasn't hitting Acton too

---------------------
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Halton HIgh School
teachers voted over-
whelmingly In faver of a
strike If lagging contract
talks falled to produce a
settlement before April.
However, Inlate March a

tentative pact wos
reached and the teachers

stayed in the classroom.

nounced plans for a {our

election pledge not to

It was all smiles at Acton Leglon when branch 197 members torched the mortgage In March.
Heller's confirmed they
had been (rylng lo buy
the closed Disson plant,
but nothing would be
pettled until Apr
nllowed o deal was far
from firm, In fact it was
going down the draln,
Mayor Peter Pemeroy,
who received o sur

Eden Mills, Everton and
Rockwood areas, but
little flooding in Acton.
Veteran cancer fund
raiser Arlie White, who
had put Acton on the map
for its generosity, was
chosen as the town'a
Citlizen of the Year,
Famed mlsslonary and

il and
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Halton Business $2,800 pay ralse from former Moderator of the
Development Officer -council at budget time United Church of
willam Marshall an- decided to honor an  Capada. Dr. Robert

McClure was a special

reporied work = was  hard. of land in Acton by a raisehis pay anddonated guest speaker at Trinit
progressing plcely so There wereaignsof the group of Toronto in- holf of his ralse to the Elnitr_ld I(Jj?mrgh_ ‘
that Acton would hm:n recesslon iIn Acton oll dustrial real  estate Acton Town Hall Council .declded to
split with Georgetown's  winter, such as the agents for the samo week  restoration. scrap its store cloalng
Red Cross ond be a full  March loy-off of 30 as the Haolton Hils Spring run off from a  hour by-law and allow

fledged branch of thejr
own by the fall,

largest
OPPF set up o roadhlock

Beardmore,

Industry,

workers at the town's

industrial ‘80 Expo In

Geergetown in May.
Late In the month

mild winter and heavy
late March ralns caused
conslderable flooding In

merchints to determine
themselves when thoy
will be open.

tmaos decor--
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10 years ago

Tuesday, December 29, 1970

At an O.M.B, hearing, a 70-foot height
restrictlon was placed on apartments in
Aclon. Nelghbora with property adjacent to
the Beverley property objected. Apart-
ments are planned for the site on Chureh St.

C.L. Rognvaldson was installed as Wor-
shipful Master of Walker Lodge.

Actan U.P.W.A. Midgets presented coach
Jim James and manager Bill Knight with
the best possible Christmas present, a 3-1
win over Brampton Legionaires, First year
players Gary Fisher, Steve McIntyre,
Henry Toebes, Ken Hurren and David Lee
showed tremendous hustle and gonlie Steve
Webster was almost unbeatable,

Rev, Peter Tucker, his wife Noncy and
Ilwo children have leflt Rockwood United
Church to live in Dundas.

Town men did a fine job of clearing the
streets of the heavy snowfall during the
Christmay season.

20 years ago

Thursday, December 28, 1960
Christmas dinner means a busy time for
the ladles of Acton Baptist church and this
year they catered agaln to members of the
congregation.

The annual Sﬁndn}r School entertainment
of the Pentecostal church was under the

direction of Ross Norton, senior super-
intendent. Following closing prayer by
Rev. K. Reid, candy, nuts and oranges were

distributed. i

New Master of Walker Lodge is Stan Joe,

Members of the United church Junior
Cholr sang carols over the public address
gystem in the Y, to the pleasure of shop-
pers.

Halton M.P. Sandy Best won high praize
frem Prime Minister Diefenbaker for his
speech in parllament.

... - Fireman Henry Bitlor! averted possible:

tragedy when he spotted a fire at the Spratt
hame at Speyside.

50 years ago

Thursday, December 31, 1530
- The Community Christmas Tree on
Christmas Eve was a splendid eommunity
event. The frost played havoe with the band
instruments and only a few marches could
be played. Mr. R.J. Kerr made the an-
nouncements apd told how the event was
organized by the Ladies True Blues with the
assistance of all. Mr, Hobert Wallace
brought in Santa Claus and helped him with
‘a sleigh load of treats for over 600 children.

The tree was supplied by Mr. Duncan
McDougall.

In Esquesing there will be no election this
yvear. All the old council have been re-
glected: George Cleave, Reeve; George
Currie, Deputy-Heeve; G. Appelbe, W,
Wilson and L.L. Mullin councillors. Duncan
Campbeil was elected Nassagaweya reeve
by acclamation.

Re-elected Rockwood village trustees for
another year were Messrs. Fred Smith,
J.A. Little and George H. Pearen,

75 years ago

Thursday, December 28, 1805
Since the decislon of the County Council
to locate the house of refuge at Georgetown
some of the people of the county town who
think everylhing the people pay for in the
county should be located at Milion, have
been feeling very sore. '

Commence the New Year right by voting
to banish the bar and the treating system,

It is freely reported that $1000 arrived in
town during the weck for the p e of
pursuading the free and independent
electors to vote against the Local Optlon
bylaw on New Year's Day. Interested
friends of the lHquor traffic are arguing
among themselves who shall have control
of the goodle and the reciplent has about de-

clded to save all trouble by keeping the
most of it In his own.pocket. .

The annual Christmas family gathering
of the venerable Christopher Swackhamer
wad held as usual, Nearly all the members
of this large family were present.

100 years ago

Thursday, December 20, 1830
Dr. McGarvin Intends removing with his
famlly to Georgetown where he will pract-
ice with Dr. Freeman of that village, The
Dr. hag been a citizen of Acton for about 25
years and has been connected with the vil-
lage council almost since its incorporation.

Municipal nominations took place on
Monday. Conslderable interest was man-
lfested, with three proposed for reeve and
12 for councillors. As Mr. John Speight and
Mr. W.H. Slorey withdrew, Mr. C.8. Smith
was elected as reeve by ncclamation.
Specches were made by all nominated who
were present.

Counell has declded to use pine for side-
walks hercafter ns the sidewalks lald thi.
year were much better than those pre-’

viously lald.
Oysiers are In great demand these days.




