'Santa arrives
this Saturday

right up to Saturday.

The float judges this year are Hal-
ton-Burlington MPP Julian HReed,
Acton Citizen of the Year Arlle
White and new Acton member of the
Halton Board of Education Arlene
Bruce,

This year three bands will help
usher Santa into town. The Acten
Citizen’s Band, Guelph Salvatlen
Army Band and the Georgelown
Leglon Pipe Band.

The Halton Hills Elkettes will
march In the parade as well as the
Acton Red Cross.

Rivett aaid while there will likely
be more floats thls year he is dis-
appointed more schools aren’t en-
tering floats and, except for the
Acton Salvalion Army, church

_participation In the parade is “nll”
this year.

Hot chocolate and cookles will be
avallable after the parade at the
Scet Hall for youngsters who
march and Santa will go to the
Murray Memorial YMCA building
on MIll St. right after the parade. He
will greet chlldren there listen to
their Christmas wish lists and par-

.ents are invited to bring their
cameras and snap shots of their
youngsters on Santa’s knee,

Downtown Acton will be ablaze
with color and Christmas season
sounds this Saturdsy afternocon
when Santa Claus comes to town.

Acton Y's Men, with help from the
Acton Buslness Improvement Aren,
Legion Ladies’ Auxillary, Acton
Scout and Gulde Mothers and Bell
Canada are staging the annual Santa
Claus parade.

The parade will assemble at
McHKenzle-Smith School at 1.30 p.m.
and travel down Mill St. to Park
Ave., go north on Park to Knox Ave.
and end in front of Knox Presby-
terian Church.

There will be at least 12 floats, of
course fnecluding Sonte's, In this
year's parade. In the commercial
category Indusmin, Acton BIA and
Halton Hills are signed up. Two
schools, S;I:ir’ﬁiﬂﬂ and Hobert Little,
have entered floats and the Y's Men,
Acton Lionesses and Aclon Volun-
tecr Firefighters have floats In the
service group cantegory.

Othter floats include the Salvation
Army, Acton Agricultural Society,
Georgetown Argicultural Society,
and Actario.

Parade organizer Jim Rlvelt re-
potts there are three more posaible
Moat entries he is aware of and par-
ade registrations will be accepted

Sapta Claus arrives {o Acton with his annual parede Lhis Saturday afternoon.

Assessment review

The investigation of property nssessment by a
special council-citizen commitiee has been com-
pleted and a report should be [iled with Halton Hills
council within o month.

Chairman of the special committee, Acton Coun-
cillor Hoss Knechtel, said in an interview this week
the committee held its fifth and Inst meeting last
week and should have o report to council in De-
cember, The committes report will deal with facts
only and offer no recommendations.

Most thought the investigalion was of market
value assessment but, Knechtel sald, the commiltee
spon discovered it was probing equalized assess-
ment and that marketl vailue ossessment doesn't
really exist,

He explained market value assessment, the term
everyone uses, assumes that the assessment on o
piece of property is directly related to the sale price
it would fetchregardless of whether it is residential,
industrinl or commercial property.

Under Section 8#6 of the Ontnrio Assessment Act,
which covers the new type of assessment Halton
Hills is considering, assessment of all residential
properly is done using the same rules or factors,
Knechtel said. He added the same set of rules is
used by all commercial and industrial property too.

Knechtel noted under true market value assess-
ment there would be tremendous shifts in the tax
burden between classes of property. For instance,
he thinks there would be a much bigger burden on
industrial property and less on residentiol under
true markel value assessment.

report next month

Equatized assessment, the form governed by See-
tion 86, won't result in large shifts of tax burden and
assessment between classes of property.

If Halton Hills opts for assessment reform with
Section 86, Knechtel suggesied residential rate-
payers will still carry about 70 per cent of the tax
burden.

Knechtel said he fecls massive shifts in tax
burden and assessment between classes of property
would be “difficult to justify.”

He said the committee learned a Jot during the
five presentations they heard, including that they
were really looking at equalized assessment and nol
markel value assessment. The committee heard
from outguing Milton Mayer Don Gordon as well as
a top Milton municipal staffer abeut the impact of
equalized assessment on that town. They also heard
frem officials of Niagara-on-the Lake and the pro-

- ¥Incial assessment office,

Equalized assessment contalns components of
market value assessment, Knechiel allowed, but
what it would really mean to Halton Hills is that all
property owners be assessed using the same set of
rules or factors. He added several sets of rules or
factors are in use in Halton Hills depending on
which ward the properiy is in and when il was first
assessed.

The special councilcitizen committee was set up
alter council rejected equalized assessment last
winter. Council heard complaints from residents of
all areas, Including a big outery from the Bovis area
of Acton, after rejecting assessment reform
through Section BG.
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Police continue

suspect search

Police detectives continue to search for a man who has attacked two females here,
followed some paper boys and lurked around a couple of local schools observing children.
The fact there hasn't been an incident in Acton since November 15 hasn'{ halted the hunt,

Sergeant of detectives, Halton Regional Police, Ron Southgate, reuealfad this week
police received a report last Wednesday night from a juvenile female who said she was in-
decently assaulted by a man while she slept in her apartment the night of Nov. 15, just a
few hours after a woman was attacked by a knife-wielding manon Tyler Ave.

Southgate said investigators believe the same man who grabbed a 20-year-old woman
on Tyler at knife point and tried to force her into his car is the same one whu_gﬂt into an
unlocked apartment at 200 Churchili Rd. around midnight. He had no explanation why the
juvenile girl didn't report the indecent assault to police until four days later.

Police this week released a description of the suspect in all the cases and appealed for

information from the public.

The victim wag attacked while sleeping and the
assailant was scared off when a girl [riend entered
the apartment. The man didn’t show the girl a knife
hut indlcated he had one in hils possession.

Police made an arrest In connection with the case
Saturday night, but later released (his suspect when
evidence didn't panout. ;

They released a description of the suspect wha is
male, white, 19 Lo 25 years of age, five foot, seven
inches tall and ¢f medium build. He is thought to
have straight brown hair, and 2 moustache that
curves down fo the edges of his bottom llp. He
speaks with an easl coast accent.

When he attacked the woman on Tyler he was
wearing a knee length black nylon parka and a
beige knitted long scarl with tassels at each end.

The suspect's car is a four door North American
built vehicle, full sized, eilher silver or blue.

Southgate urged citizens with any information to
call him at B78-5511, extension 290. He said all in-
formation will be held in confidence and all leads
checked out by the team of detectives. .

Since they haven't received any new reports,

Pollce are searchilng for this man in connection with
attacks on {wo women iz Acton, Pollce say thisisa
drawing based on withess description, not a photo-
graphilc llkeness,

police think the suspect either has gone under-
ground or lelt Acton. He sald detectives will con-
tinue to investigate in the hope of scon making an
arrest.

There are dilflerences In every description but
descriptlons of the man who was scen lurking
around St. Joseph's and followed some children and
descriptions of the man who attacked the woman
and the female juvenile are “*basically the same" 5o
palice now feel they are looking for one man In
connection with both cases.
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for Halton

There will not be an Ontario Government inquiry into
fiscal problems at Halton Reglon, according to Inter-
governmental Affolrs Minister Tom Wells,

Wells, who had been asked by Halton-Burllng-
ton MPP Julian Reed to make n statement on re-
gueals from Burlington and Miiton for an Inquiry,
said the situatlon does not warrant an inquiry at this
time.

Speaking in the Legislature last Tuesday, he said
Halton Council had moved quickly to make good the
deficit which was pegged at §$700,000in August.

According to the council, that amount is down o
about $140,000—which will be carrled Into the 1981
hudget talks and made part of the reglonal levy.

Wells said the double Halton call for an ingquiry
does not meet any of the provincial criteria under
which he os Minlster would ask (or a probe,

Normal criterfn areconsldered a lack of actionbyn
counci to correct a problem, criminal activities, and
maladministration.

Mr. and Mrs. Golden Age
Bert and Irene Davidson dr:llg‘hi:d fellow senjors by

belng the only couple to dance at Thursday's Acton
Legion-Acton Rotary Golden Age Christmas dinper,

ay {1y

-~ -
: fl!l-' i [a!
v 1 . X
e [ -
C B R
- -

-
T
i . H
B M.

el
== ] RN 5
“.ﬂ?: .F... ‘-

%
1
v : -

;. Jlt

ik .

]

F J.. - .. .-.' ) _
g T -t i L i A1 | ]

s N, ; . &
i SRR /S
A - ENTPIT AP o
; ! :
- - .

Members of the Canadian Cancer Soclely Acton Branch Acllvily Group are busy
these days preparing bales of crafis, kniting, baked goods, jams, preserves, cof-
fee, tea and sugar for cancer patients at Princess Margarel and Henderson Hos.
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piials. The group is accepting donations up until next Wednesday, December 1,
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when the goods will be shipped off to the cancer patients. Seen here, lefl to right,
are lrene Mcleod, Dora Kennedy, Sue Sale, Jimmy Sale, Jean Leishman, Jean

Hoops, Mary Mann, 1sabel McDonald and [rene Terry.
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By Steve Arnold

Halton homegwners are going to pay up to 25 per
cent more for sewer and water services to cover
budgetting errors made by the outgoing regional
counch.

Councillors approved a recommendation last week
to increase the rates in order (o cover a projected
$500,000 deflcit and save themselves from possible
lnwanits, .

In a report to the councitlors which he dubbed the
“Fix It"" approach, Acting Chief Administrative
Officer Dennis Perlin sald the defielt results from
much lowerrevenues for the sewer and water systems
than had been anticlpated.

Problems with those services have been ongoing
for much of this year aiter cow.cillors approved the
imposition of a sewer surcharge which resulted In
heavier than expected conservatlon of water in the
region. ;

Since sewer rates are based on water bills, if home-
owners weren't using water they weren't paying as
much for the sewer system and the revenue side of
the ledger turned up short.

“There |3 a legol responsibility on alt councillors, if
they know there is n deficit, totake all reasonable ac-
tion to deal with it," FPerlin told members of the
ﬁldminlnlmtiun and Flnance Committee that mor-
ning.

In his written report he added “that legal and figcal
responsibllity, if ignored, raises the specire of
possible personal Habllity for the members of the '79-
‘80 council.”

Perlin explained that if the members of the out-
going council failed to thke some action to deal with
the sewage deficit, they could foce lawsults from
sceveral quarters.

Suits could comne from members of the new council,
te be sworn in Dec, 10, or from groups of cltizens, he
explained,

Periln also said the retirlng councillors did not
have the option of adjusting the current mill rate to
cover the deficit. . i

“That power s gone from this councll, the new
counctl would have to takethat action,” he said.

“It may be," his report continued, “’that the "81-'82
Council may change or even reverse any action taken
by this counctl, but then any carryover deficit will be
assumed by that councli and thls council will in my
opinion have done ita inh." ;

While some counclilors have advocated abolishing
the surcharge system and returning to sewer chorges
¢n the mill rate, Perlin sald thot wouldn't be o

good move right now,

When councillors last debated a motion to scultle
the surcharge they were stopped by a threatened law-
suit {from Haiton Hills, which enjoys extremely lower
rates under the surcharge than it would under any
other system,

"If there are any moves o guash the bylaws that
would be necessary to go back to the charge-back
system, we could be tied up in court for several

months,” Perlin warned,

ater-sewer rate up 25%
an. 1 to solve $500,000 deficit

That, he added would not only delay the settling of
the regional budget for 1981 but would also stall

similar efforts by the local councils.

The rate increases approved by the committee and
council will mean another $4 to $6 every two months
to hemeowner, or §25 lo $35a year. ;

Council also approved the establishment of a com-
miltee {o study the division of water-sewer services
between region and local councils and alternalive
methods of financing the systems. :

Remind Acton children
seek Block Parents’ aid

Children should be reminded about Acton’s Block
Parents and to seck aid at a Block Parent home if
they need help.

Pointing to the recent reporls of women being
attacked and children belng fellowed and harassed,
coordinator of the Acten -Community Services
Centre, Terry Grubbe, said she hopes all poarents
are reminding their children to scek safety at o
Block Parent Home H bathered by a stranger.

David McGillowny, lalented center {or the Acton
Sabres may qualify for the internationally famous
Guinness World Book of Records with the shorlest
time span between two goals.

McGilloway's record? He scored them both at the

sametime.
For details, turn to sports Bl.

Jack Raltis is the first person to win a second term
as Halton region chairman. More on page 3.

The Acton Chamber of Commerco’s Citizen ol the
Year program will become part of the Back to
Acton Days celebration next year. Turn to page 3.

Peter Dunham has becn re-elected president and
general manager of Beardmore. Turn to page 10,

Rev. Walter Fosbury celebrated his 80th birthday
on Friday. See page 9.

Block Parent Homes display a red and white sign
stating Block Parent ina front window.,

Grubbe also urges Block Parents remember to
display their sign when they are home.

Block Parents is a program sponsored by the
Commuttlty Services Centre. There are signs at the
entrances to Aclon stating the community is a Blnel
Parent Town.

More Block Parcnts are needed too, Grubbe says.

Anyone interested should call her at 853-3310.

Youth charged
26 break-ins

A 15.year old Acton youth has been nrrested
and charged in connection with a rash of break
and enters in Acton and Georgetown during the
past month. It I3 estimated he has stolen cash
and jewellery worth $10,000.

Halton Regional Police Staff Sergeant Ron
Seuthgate snid the fuvenile has been charged
with 26 entries and two attempls.

Detectives Keith Robertson, Bob Waller and

. BiH Riddle have been working on the case and
eventually arrested the youth. Fourteen of the
entries were made In Acton while 12 homes in
Georgetown were broken into.

The suspect appeared in juvenile court
Monday,
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