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Larry Davideson works at his polter's wheel in

preparation for his open house this weekend, The
local potter has worked In both England and Japan.

Japan an influence
on local potter

Some consider pottery
to be merely a craft, like
the oshtray o seven-year-
old makes in school. But
for others, finely glazed
poltery is a work of art.

Craftsman cr artisian,
Larry Davidson, a local
potter, has work admired
by many. ;

Davidson, 30, i5 a
native of Guelph who
opened a shop on High-
way 7 In Crewsons
Corners, He didn't start
out as an artist bul his
interest and love for the
craflt turned him into a
[ull-time potter.

He said he picked up
pottery in his final year
as a recreation student at
the University of Guelph.
He was a social worker in
Guelph alter graduation
while potting for a hobby
but said Davidson,
wasn't satsified with his
job.

S0 he became a part-
time carpenter and grew
more and more [nvolved
in pottery. He took
courses, travelled and
eventually gave up
working part-time to
devole his attention to his
crafl.

He moved Lo his show-
room and shop at
Crewsons Corners where
he lives with his wife and
son, and (wo dogs, twn
Years ago.

Davidson works ex-
clusively with  salt
glazing—n method of
potiery wused by Lhe
pionecrs. There is not
much glaze on the pots to
begin with but 80 pounds
of zalt added in the
glazing kiln (fired at
2,350 degrees F), turns
into gas, which forms the
glaze pattern on his pots.

He said his work has
the Japanese and English
influence. He has also
been  influenced by
historienl perlods and
indlvidual potters. He
lived in Wales for o year
while his wife was at-
tending school and spent
six months working In
Mashiko, Japan, only 70
mtles from Tokyo.

Mashiko, he sald,
nestled Ina plne forst and
rolling hills, is a pottery
town with 400 potters

practising lheir art.

He lived next door to
one of the best known
potlers in the world—
Shoji Hamada. Whille
Davidson was in Wales,
he read about Homada's
waork and travels and had
wanted tostudy in Japan.
it was Hamada's appren-
fice Davidson worked for

“in Mashiko.

Another famous potler,
Bernard Leitch (rom
England, who also
studied in Japan, was an
influence in Davidson's
work as well he added.

In Japan, Davidson
said, pottery is an art,
whereas here it is con-
sidered a craft. A simple
piece of pottery in Japan
might cost $609, but here
Davidson said, no one
would pay that much for
pottery.

Poltery is making a
comcback, he added,
since il's premalure
death at the turn of the
cenfury. “'People are
tired of mass produced
products,”” he gaid,

Although Davidson has
nol been besieged by
buyers, business is brisk.
He said he often gets
tourists stopping on their
way through or
customers in by word of
mouth,

He has shown his work
al a few galleries in-
cluding a small show in
Toronto recently. But, he
added, he hasn't really
applled for shows,

He is however, holding
an  open house this
weekend (Nov, 8 and 9),
for which he sent out
invitations and ad-
vertised in Toronla
newspapers to bring in
maore people. It is his first
cver open house,
although he did receive
some notoriety last June
when his kiln caught fire,

"‘Davidson has replaced
it with a huge propane
kiln. He has a small
studio in the house filled
wilh pottery ready to be
fired in the kiln.

The frant porch is the
showroom and the rest of
the Davidson house is
filled with poitery by
other artials from all
over the world, Including
Partugal, Davidson said

“The Hiding Place’
at Baptist Church

The story of a

Nazi coticentratlon camp sur-

vivor will be told at Acton Baptist Church Sun-
day November 9 when the film The Hiding Place

lsshownat7p.m.

Deep ditches upset Glenlea res:dents

Glenlen residents
aren't happy with the
deeper dltches the town
has dug in the sub
division.

Resldents- have been
calling two councillors,
Terry Grubbe and Ed
Wood, complaining about
the depth and steep sides

. of the dllches.

Friday & resldent, Bill
Cook, 333 Orville Road,
attended the ward one
counclilors drop-in, He
described the ditches as
“ugly, ugly, ugly.”

He asked how he was
expected to malntain the
front of his property with
one side of the dlich
nearly wverlicle. Cook,
like other residents, says
he won't be able to get a
lawn mower dawn the
side of the ditch.

Grubbe noted the town

he has never been lo
Partugal although he's
travelled through both
Spain and Morocco,

In what little spare
lime he has, Davidson
said he has gutied the
house and is
redecorating. That's
where his stint as n
carpenier comes In
hundy,

He says his most
memerable experiences
as a potter come from the
six months he spent in
Japan. He did learn the
Janguage, “'enough to get
by anyway,'" bul most of
it is forgoltten now.

Mashiko received very
little snowfall. Bul when
it did, Davidson along
with two Americans who
were also working there,
started a snowball fight,
“The Japanese loved it.
They never saw anything
like it before.””

Unfortunately, Lhey
weren't used to it either.
The walls were made of
paper. "I whip a
snowball, put it through
the wall and it landed on
an expensive plate. They
didn't think that was too
funny."

Back in Crewsons

-Cormners, his shelves hold

a few Japanese leapotls
and kettles,

Davidson snid he has
no ultimate goal for his
work. He said he is o self-
taught potter  and
changes in his style and
methods, have evolved
slowly.

“Potlery, like any art,
is an expression of
personality.  You - just
make things the best you
can."

His exhibition is open
{from I0 a.m. io 6 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday.
The showroom - is open
daily 10 a.mn. lo & p.m. or
"by appeintment until
Chriatmas.
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Is dolng the dilching to
solve 8 dralnage problem
in the subdivision caused
by waler (reczing under
culvnru She added the
engineer 1s talking lo
resldents about thelr
complaints,

Cook said he fears a
child will falf in the deep
water filled, ditches ﬂnti
drown.

Wood said in o [ater
interview he too hns re-
celved complaints from

homeowners in the Glen-
len area and  hos

discussed the (ssue with

the cngineer. During
lalks with the engineer,
Weood noled, It was
decided the  ditches
should be sodded. He
added he'd "“like to
think'' hls discussions
wlth the engineer helped
result in the sod being put
down which does im-

prove the appearance of

the ditches.

Wood explained
residents  stlll  aren't
satisfied with the con-
ditlon of the ditches and
the prablem is still being
cxamined.

Grubbe sald many
residents are now saying
there was no {looding
problem Iast vear, but
the town received many
complaints last spring
and the engincer took
pictures of the numerous

, drainage problems in the

aren. She added the town
Is solving the dralnage
preblern in the most
cconomlce] way.

Cook countered the
town's ditching program
wasn't  the cheapest
method of solving the
droinage situntion {f the
work has to be done
agoin. He said he and his
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Furnishings window

yenar 1981,

[rom the Octoberfest,

stend of Friday night.

The executive agreed to an application
Scouter Bill Inglis of the 1st Acton Cub Pack to

use the auditorium for the Kub Kar Rally -
We wish to remind members that in November
there will be Saturday night entertainment in-

Comrade President Pat Waldle wishes to re-
mind all members of their obligation in observ-

ing Remembrance Day.
The parade will form at the Acton post office

between 10:15 0.m. and 10:30 a.m. The cenotaph
service will begin at 11:00 a.m. and we will then
proceed into the United Church for a service,
Tickets are available at the bar for the Lun-
cheon to be held in the Legion auditorium at 2

Poppy crews will be busy canvassing the Acton
area during the nexl few days. Commrade Ed
Footitt and his commitiee are busy organizing
the event and we must congratulate those mem-
bers for the excellent display in the Acton Home

The Branch has r-::f:-.:wed l.hﬂ' Conadian Red
Cross Soclety citation in recognition and ap-
preciation of continued enthusiasm and out-
standing support of the blood donor service, Our
Ladies’ Auxiliary have worked on this project for
many years and mdeed descrve Lhis recognition,

At o recent e:muﬂve meﬂmg it was agreed
that all fraternal members who re-applled for
membership in the Branch be accepted for the

The executive agreed not to take advantage of
the LLBO application to open the Branch on
Grey Cup Sunday. On the rare occasion when the
Branch is openon a Sunday it is generally a fam-
ily doy or some form of service.

The Beef Draw Tickets are going well and
dan't forget that the draw is on November 22 and
your ticket is admission tothe dance that night,

Comrade Jim Higgins (Engllsh) is reviewing
several sugestions as to what lo do with the
excess of beer mugs, saverkraut and Bausage

from

All commiltee chairman are reminded that a
Bulletin wiil be pul together in the nex: week so
please [et me have your reports. [ will try to get
down to the branch at least one night next week
and pick them up from the notice board.
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neighbor spend a lot of
time and money on
maintepance of Ltheie own
propertles and don't
know how they'll keep the
ditches neat and tidy,
Grubbe noted within
five yvears the cubdivision

No study

Halton Hills doesn't
think there is a need to
atudy condominium
taxes.

Monday Halton Miils
couneil decided to
reccive and file a report
from the South Ontario
Condominium  Associa-
tion, of which the iallon
Condominium Associ-
ation Is a member, which
called for a task foree to
probe condominium
Laxes.

Councillor Ross
Knechtel didn't think the
report showld be simply
recelved and filed, He
noted there are in-
gtances, including some
In Halton Hills, where
condominium home
values have drepped but
taxes haven'l been re-
duced,

The report could be
sent to the budget com-
mittee next year or the
market value assessment
review commitiee for
study, Councillor Russ
Miller suggested.

According to Council-
lor George Maltby con-
dominlum owners could
go to court of revision to
have their assesament
adjusted &and laxes

slrects will recon-
structed With storm
sewers, curbs, and gut.
ters. The town brought in
a backhoe to dig the
ditches deeper. The slde

adfacent to private pro-

perty is very steep while

condominium taxes

reduced.

Condominium asse-
ssmoent {8 gencrally only
hall whal it is for single

the side by the road is
more gently slaped.

Councllior Ross
Knechiel observed that
everywhere Lhere are
ditches the town has
drainage problems.

famlly homes so there
was no need for a task
force study, Counclllor
Harry Levy declared.

Ask feds keep program

Halton Hills want Ottawa to continue Its Com-
munity Services Contribution Program. Menday
council backed &n Association of Municipalitles of
Ontario resolution calling for the federal govern-
ment to continue [unding the program which
provides grants for major sewage and water

projects.

Board of Education
Wards 1 & 3

IVAN
ARMSTRONG

“with

experience and sincere

representation”

878.9769
For Information

Hargrave, left, and Mrs. Mabe) Denny, right.

It scemed St Alban's hall was hit by o blixzard
Saturdny during the annual Snowflake sales.
Bargaln seckers jammed the hall to enjoy many of
the craflts ond games for sales, Including this
knitted baby cape and hat, held by Mrs. Willa

FRENCH IMMERSION

THE HALTON BOARD
OF EDUCATION

i g el Beaed L = i@

Applicotions are now being tecewved for Grade 1 and
Grada 7 Freanch Immersicn Programs  s1orting  in
September 1981. Information and applcation forms can
bia obtained from ony Haltlon elementary school
Applications must ba roturned 1o the school by
Jonuary 26, 1881,

Information meatings to explain tho pogram will bo
held:
November 12, 7230 p.m. Holton Board of Educatian
2050 Guelgh Lino
Burfinglon

Centenmal Mddle Schoal
233 Dotrux Boulyvard
Grorgatgwn

Novambar 18, 7:30 p.m.

Movembor 28, 7:30 p.m. Guegn Elizabeih Park Schoo!
2301 Yelanda Drive

Qakwvilla

November 28, 2:30 p.m. Manin Sireet P.S,
184 Martin Strept
fMilton
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E.S. Lavendar
Diroctor

Bill Herd
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It may surprise you to
learn that many of
today s foster children
are in their teens—a
time of life when foster
parents could provide
the direction they need.
For more information |
about becoming a i
foster parent, contact:

Children’s Aid Society
of the Regional
Municipality of Halton

Oakville 844-8211
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HELD OVER3RD GREAT WEEK
“THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK™

wetdeys 708 - 325 . —k
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‘The book on which the {ilm is based was writ-
ten by Corrle ten Boom about the experience of
her family in occupied Hotland.

Becoming Involved in the Dutch underground,
hiding and alding the escape of Jews during Nazi
occupation in World War I, the family were
taken prisoner and sent (o the dreaded camp
“Ravensbruck"’,

The book The Hiding Place has sold millions of

copies.

8783272 Milton, Ontario 8783208
Wed. 5 Thu. 6 Fri. 7 Sat. B Sat. Mat. 2 pm.
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OUT-OF-TOWN CALL COLLECT
BURLINGTON HAMILTON

2421 New Street 856 Barton St. E.
Vilage Gate Plaza 6544-3044
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" 19 LBY: SIDE BACON
1730 LS. LOIN PORK CHOPS
)’ " 19 LBS. SIDE SPARE RIBS |
TOLBS. PICNICHAM =
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ALL MEAT CUT BY
APPOINTMENT ONLY,
T0 YOUR
SPECIFICATIONS,
WHILE YOU HMEH.

!éiﬁl@l&!@Icafeteielelehiel &

#

STORE HOURS:
TUES.-FRI. 9-9
MON. & SAT. 9-6

INGLIS, Mumayw. | X

Murroy Inglis hes B YEANS solld
experisnce on the commlaslon.

Misslssauga call direct
827-8080
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