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Tommy Nicol has spent the last 50 years
fooling around with rocks and stones. He
recently (on Labor Day) celebrated his fiitieth
anniversary ns & stone cutter and last Jan
he was honored by the Acton Curling Club as a
golden age member,

Pretty good for a guy just 65 years old who
hasn't evenretired yet.

Although Tommy was born in Guelph he was
transported to Acton in 1919. He lived in the
community until 1952 when he moved to
Brampton.

Now he's back, living In the new Acton Senlors
Apartments, cnjoying being home again and
reminiscing,

His father, Scotly Nicol, was a large part of the
Acton scene. He set up his stone cutting shop in

the spot now occupied by the YMCA.

His mother, Marian, was wellknown as a

singer. She sang as part of the Preshyterian
choir and entertained in the Acton theatre in the

days of sllent films.

After attending Acton Public School studying
under Minnie Bennett, Tommy and his brother

John (*'Bus” to his friends) started working for
thelr father. Tom was 15 and having trouble with
the truant officer, James Henry Reld, who lived
next door. He sald Tom could quit school
providing he went to work for his father. Tom
cbliged by starting work on Labor Day, the day
before school started.

“[ got railroaded intoit" he grins,

At this time, the shop had been moved and the
tombetone cutting business was located near the
corner of River and Maln Street, next to the
house now eccupled by Halton Hills Veterinary
Clinie,

The shop was so tiny, Tom recalls, It was:

impossible to squeeze more than one cutter in at
atime,

Strictly in the monument business, then and
now, Tom learned from scrateh the way tocut a
hunk of granite or marble inlo some semblance
of o monument,

Scotty, an “old hammer and chisel man™
according Lo his son, started Tommy off shaping
a hunk of stone. He taught his sons well roughing
in letters and leaving successive steps to the
boys as they became ready to try more.

“"He was a good teacher,” Tommy remembers
“Dad was strict but I often wish he was stricter.”

The shop was expanding from the little tin
shack that housed the town's original water
works (o a proper slone culting shop. Then hydro
supervisor Charlie Wilson wired up an electric
compresgor for Scotty, Tam tells, but he forgot to
put in o ground. Without grounding, the elec-
tricity found the easlest way to run was through
the metal clothes line and wet clothes.

“My mom got quite a belt'' he remembers.

Pocket money orsalary?

‘3 an apprentice, Tommy earned a dollar a

week and his room and beard (remember this

Tommy Nlicel

was 1930). His salary was raised a dollar every
year until he had finlshed his five vear ap-
prenticeship and was carning the grand total of
$5 weekly,

In 1838 he and his brother bought o 1636 V-8
Ford for $828 paying $3¢ a month. Their salaries
hardily covered the payments but Scotly chipped
In $15a month saying

“It'stime I gave youboysaraise™.

The Nichol boys, Tom and-John were often
called the *Nico) twins™ belng only a year apart.
There were four other young Nicols but Tom and
his brother were the closest.

They enlisted together for World War I1 in 1540
with the artillery and saw action in England,
Sieily, ltaly, Holland and Germany,

“We were the only set of brothers in the whele
damn outfit of 720 men to come back together”
recalls Tom,

Once home again in 1945, Tom married Ethel,
sister of his best pal in Hespeler. The couple have
one daughter and two granddaughters who call
their grandpa “'Papa Tem"'.

Nielsen ponders choices

Including OMB appeal

The lack of un-

derstanding by some.

south Halton councillors
plus the tactles of the
municipalities staff
added up to defeat for a
E:*niﬂ?s 13-lot  sub-

vision near Acton High
School,

Cedar Road Develop-
ments Presldent Paul
Nielsen, however, is not

yet.,

Nielsen sald after last
week's denial by the
reglon that he is llkely to
appeal to the Ontarlo
Munglcipal Board.

“It's 8 completely
ridiculous situation,”
gald Nielsen,

Halton Hills, the local
munjcipallty, has glven
the project an amend-
ment under the town's
official plan. Many north
Halton councillors, in-
cluding Ed Wood and
Halton Hills Mayor Peter
Pomeroy, gave a good

defence of the project,
zald Nielsern.

The region, saild
Nielsen, takes  the
position that lis hands
are tled because of the
case  against  Jerry
Sprackman’s plaza on
the eastern [Iringe of
Acton., That roject
falled to -receive =n

amendment to
Halton Hills official plan.

With the exception of
Oakville councillor Terry
Mannell, most of the
southern politicians
{olled to pgrasp the
meaning of the housing
profect, Nellsen gaid
after the vote,

Earlier the reglon's
planning cormumittites
turned down Nielsen's
project, however, it gave
a green light to an 18-lot
nearby subdivision
owned by Peter Civiero.

What defeated the

project, In Nielsen's
opinfon s that the
southern councillors

Council agrees to pay
~for Sally Anne lunch

Helton Hills Councl
ogreed o pay $560
toward the cost of a
luncheon for Salvation
- Army Commissioner
Norman Marshall of
London, England, at
Monday night's meeting.
Each councillor, how-

Landfill

Haltonis in effect sulng
Halton, following the
declsion jast Tuesdayina
Toronio Divislon Court to
aliow the Town of Milton
an Injunction which may
hold up an Environ-
mental Assegsment
Board hearing slated for
Oct. 15.

That meeting, to be
held in Helton Centennial
Manor, Is to delve Into a
Halton reglonal applica-
tion to turn 248 acres (05
hectares) of lend at Tre
majne and Britannia
Rds. into the next
regional landfill site.

However the Town of
Millon has, In Its In-
junction, asked the
_herring proceed under
the rules of the Environ-
mental Assessment Act
{EAA), while the Region

e ‘r‘

3

ever, will repay the cost
of thelr own dinner to the
town.

The luncheon is be
held to mark the s
turning for a Salvation
Army Citadel in Acton.

Commissioner Mar-
shall, whose grandfather

hearing

has prepared all its evid-
ence, Iocluding an
engineering study, under
the regulalions of the
Enviromental Prolection

Act (EPA).

The EPA deals only
with the inpact at and
immedintely around the
proposed dump site, The
EAA deals with the totnl
impact, Including social

‘and economical, on the

entire Reglon of Helton,

After-a day-long ses-
sion before Mr. Justice
James Southey, last
Tuesday the decision
made at 5:30 p.m. was to
defer the question of
which act the hearing
will proceed under
directly to Environment
Mintster or Harry Par-

rott {or the final decision.

CHECK OUR SUPER FOOD
VALUES IN OUR FLYER

DELIVERED TO YOUR
DOOR THIS WEEK!!

S |
4, For Thanksgiving
A" Select One Of Our Fresh

6-15 Ib. average Turkeys

waas born in this area will
be proclaimed an honor-
ary citizen of Town.

Lorne Pritchett,
Salvation Army Lieut-
enant, explained to

councll the iotal coat
would be $510, since 85
people at six dollers a
plate are expected at the
¢civic luncheon.

Coumetllor Walter
Biehn, who had o ad
the sponso of the
luncheon, explained he
was opposed to voting
money to any ﬂmp to
entertain  members of
council, and is not op-
Fouzd if councillors pay
er themselves and
BpOUSes.

Correction

It was Incorrectly re- -

ported inlast week's
paper that an Acton man
was accidently shol by
his own at the Mnple
Rock Bhootlng range.
Halton Regional Pollce

report the [ncldent
ha near Maple

Rock but not on the
range's properiy. This
paper apologires for the
cITor.

were  unsure  of  the

degree of services for
Cedar Road. “We have,"

sald the developer, *a
3,000 population excess at
the (sewage treatment)
plant,”

Nielsen charges that it
s “grossly unfalr” to
mwe his  [nfliing
subdivision ta the
proposed Sprackman
plaza., That project, he
sald, has no servicesa in
place, it does not have an
officinl plan amendment
from Halton Hills, He
does.

Neilsen said he has a
$100,000 investment: half
for studies on the
proposal, half on carry
charges and such.

“This is the atory of
development in Halton
HllIs right now," charged
Nellsen. "I would call
this total obstructionism
on the part of Halton
Reglon’s staff,"’

Nelleen also noted that
the reglon’s stalf spoke
slx times concerning
Cedar Road Develop-
ments, while, he, the
owner, got only to give
gome opening remarks.
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Thirty two years ogo, in the late "408 Tom
started to work for Brampton Monument Works
and has been monager there for the past 16
years. He intenda to go on three doys a week next
year and gradually siow down till he's relired.

Dealgn manager

His work doesn’t [nvolve much cutting now
although Tom likes to get his hands on the chisel,
He designs and docs Inyouts, advises customers
and acis as a poychologist to grief siricken
widows,

He deplores the quality of workmanshlp in
lodays tombstone businesa (where have you
heard that before?), snd explains many
monuments are sawn Insteud of chiselled. Tom
says his maln interest is making sure the quality
i3 kept up at Brampton Monument,

“I'm a stickler for quality—I'H have the work
done over—I'm maore {nterested in quality than
production.'

What kind of stone is used for grave markers?
Granite, of course. Marble isn't used too much
any more because although it's ''lovely to work
with'" says Tom, it doesn’t last as long as
granite, Prices of marble are almost as high as
granite although It used to be much cheaper (n
fact which surprised me).

Granlte comes In all colors, pink, red, black
and grey. The best plnk granlte In the world
comes f{rom the Laurentian Mountains in
Quebec, says Tom.

The blggest change in the monument
business? Tom replies rapidly “prices!".

Filty years ago a tom e could be bought

for a hundred dollars or less—$165 bought a
beautiful stone.

*A widow could have a thousand dollars, have

a real nice funeral, choose the stone, and have a
hundred—a hundred and a half left over* Tom

comments,

Not how. A cheap stone costs $500 and goes up
from there. The most expensive one Tom's done
was $7,000 but he knows of many costing 330,000
ar more,

Once Tom slows down he'll have more timo for
his activitles that range all the way from long
distance running as a youngster {o the Acton
Citlzens Band during the '30s and '50s. He spent
20 years playing alto and waiting (or Arlof Dills
to hand out the cigars at the annun] meeting.

He was on the last village council-ond was first
town counclllor in the early 's0s. He's been a
member of the Acton Eurﬂm}‘ﬂluh for 50 years
and is extremely proud of his lelegrams and
plaques.

“1'm not a great curler but I love it, I wouldn’t
mind going on a curling rink (dying)" he grins.

One of the strangest storles Tommy tells, and
he has a lot of them, concerns the “‘green ghouls'
sited ot the Acton Cemetery several years ago.

There were conslderable slories [(loating
around at the time about ghosts in Fairview
Cemetery and Tommy knows the true story.

One night he was working on a stone and
looked up to see a green dragon's head floating

-around. He kept his cool and discovered two

more heads near the grave of o Chinese boy, He
startied the “‘ghosts" who look off their dragon’s
hends and jumped into a car, He found evidences
of some sort of ceremony on the Chinese grave
and believes he witnessed a memorial ritual,

“"When you're working late in a grove yard,
my dad always said, the only ghost vau'll meet is
yoursell'’' Tom counsels. '

Tommy's plans for the future include a wish to
become a consultant for people choosing a
memorial stone. There doesn't seem 1o be
anyone [ know who could fill the hill better.

Two

Contest,

shirts,

Shelter

Nancy Little, right, of the Theta Phichaptler of Beta Blgma Phj Bororily donates
two toy boxes and 24 convenience packoges 1o Peggie Balkind, chalrman of the
board of Halton YWomen's Place. The presentailon took place Thursday at the

convenlence packages was

Community Services Cenlre. Contenta of the
donzted by Gery Barton of Glenlea IDA.

Thursday Oct. 186,

7:30 p.m.
THE ACTON

approved
$78,000 o8 an extra for the
construction of the leach-
ate collection syslem at
Ul:r.} Georgetown landfill
site,

dump,

More dump money

leaking & “black ooze”

Reglonal Councll has

spending  into the Credit River.

spansibility on the

That report is expected
_ . today at a regul
Although the $78,000 Ing of the Public Works
was approved, Councillor
Bill Johnason sald he
wants stall to find out i
there i5 any financial re-
- partol
There are reports the  the contractor which did

closed and the work on closing off
covered over, Is now ihe dump.

invited to attend a
‘SPECIAL PRE¥IEW’ of

the 1981 Mazdas
the all new '8l GL. :

eaturing

L . -"“'r.'ll'l""

‘Come and Join Us

October 11, '1980_

1:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.

View the Complete Mazda 81 Line. . .
GLC, 626, RX7 and Pick- Up
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" VISIT THE FRIENDLY FOLK AT, ..
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Sales and Service
347-351 QUEEN ST' EAST ACTON 853-0200

FREE PRESS
Authorized as

ar meet-

drew a number of en-
iriles. The Acton Free
Press thanks everyone
who took time to test his
knowledge of local Shoemaker
history.

{lownspeop
correctly answered all
the questions In The
Acton Free Press Hlatory

The winners are
BErenda Denny, 50 Mill St.
E. and B. Musselle of 151
Cobblehill Rd. They will
receive coples of Hallon
Sketches, the book by
Halton Hills historian
John McDonald and
Acton Free Press T-

The contest, which was
run during the fail fair,

Hallon Women's Place
will  officially open

There will be an cpen
house from 4 p.m. unti

Second Class Mail
Postal Registration
Number — 0515

hoto winners

Home, the

RANGEVILLE
{RACEWA

i

1
1 K

Y  Post Time

Thursday Sunday
Evening Aftemoon
. Bpm. 2 p.m.

Triactor B Exactor
Wagsering
Alr Conditloned
. ClubHouse

1980 Home Improvement Show
Wednesday, Oct. 8 to Oct. 11

ShoppersWorlid

K-MART, SIMPSONS, SAFEWAY, DOMINION PLUS 150 STORES & SERVICES.
BRAMPTON—HWY. 10 AT STEELES, OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:30 A M. to 9:30 M., SATURDAY “TIL 6:00 PM.

L Y

S

cerning all seven photos,
The answers, in order
are: 1883, for when the
town hall was built,
Funeral
- post offlce,

The contest consisted Trinity United church,
of photos which had to be Bea
ldentified. ; The winners Mill and Maln St in-
correctly {dentified or
answered guestions con- along Bower Avenue.

?

or¢ Tannery, the
tersection and the parade

Q8 HARNESS RACING




