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Smoke detectors warn of house fires: firefighter

Three ple died and $8%4,570 in damages was
incurred by the 82 fires in Acton Iast year.

And there was a human element in all of them,
says Larry Brassard, fire prevention officer {or the
Halton Hilis Fire Department.

That's why, during f{ire preveniion week this
week, the firefighters say they hope to increase
aworeness of fire hazards.

Fire prevention week Brassard says, is seven
days set aside in North America to focus atlentlon
on {iredangers.

But he adds, prevention is a year reund under-
taking for the Halton Hills department.

“We nre always inspecting public bulldings and
actively promoting smoke detectors.” This week

they will also inspect and hold fire drills in
schoola—a department traditlon during {ire preven-
tion week.

“It’g hard fo motivate people (to prevent fires),”
Brassard eays. "If there was a [ire death tonight,
our phone would be ringing off the hook tomorrow
with pecple asking how they can prevent the same
thing from happening to them.

A smoke detector s the best way,'" he continues.
“It'a o $20 plece of hardware that can save a life,

“Last year 14 peeple were saved by smoke
detectors that we know of "'

There are three basic plans of action a person
should take to prevent fires, says Brassard,
ellminate fire hazards, install a smoke detector and

plan an escape in case of fires.

The department he adds, would be more than
happy to help by inspecting the home and sug-
gesting a fire escape route, They also have [ilm
strips available on fire safety.

There are many different kinds of fire hazards -

people should be walching for, says Brassard.

Smoking in bed, as well as using gasoline for
cleaning are two major dangers. A stray spark from
even a lamp can ignite both blankels or vapors
escaping {rom the gasoline container.

Brassard says last year In Acten many fires were
caused by chlidren playing with matches, They
should be put out of reach.

person puts on a pot of french fries and goes out lo
chal with i neighgar while the hot grease has burst
into llames.

In case of a grease fire, Brassard recommends
placing o lid or large pan over the fire to smother [,
use an extinguisher or get out af the house and call
the fire department.

Chimney fires are on Lhe rise agaln, said Bras.
gard, with the arrival of cooler weather. To prevent
chimney fires which can be quite dangerousifitisa
prefabricared structure, have them cleaned often.
How often depends on how often the chimney is used
annd what kind of woed is burned but two or three
tim s a year is a good bet for lireplaces used once a

- week,

Fireplaces and wood-burning stoves are being
used moro now with cost of heating a home rising.
Len Tuitman of Tuilman’s Flowers reports sale of
[irewood i3 on therise. He's sold 40-50 already.

Brassard said homeowners should also take pre-
cautions against arsonlsis, by securing Lhelr homes.
Burglors often start fires to cover thelr break-Ins,
The prime preventlon office of the police ‘depart-
ment has pamphlels concernlng securing the home.

Last year, Brassard reports 11 fires were caused
by arsonists in Acton olone.

Fires in Acton this year have already reached last
year's total of 82, and have caused $102,851 in

Grease fires are common oo, Brassard says &

damages.
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Expressions of gratitude for sll 1that i3 good for mankind will be heard thls
weekend {n town and rural churches because this is the time for Thaoksgliving,

e

Monday, Thanksgiving Day, is a national holiday so that everyone may reflect
on his benelflts. Knox Presbyterian Church, plctured above with Rev. John

R =
Fuai e

ra .
Ll B

LT PR

/

'

'

]

-
-I-I-‘
et

L]
o

o

—

Hobertison, and all others will be holding thelr special seasonal services. Many
of the churches are decorated wth the fruits of harvest.
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Stephenson to hear plea for

Spokesmen in favor of a new separate school In
Acton will take their arguments to the top: Ontario
Education Minister Bette Stephenson.

In a surprise change of mind, the minister dec-
ided to meet representatives of Halten'’s Separate
Schoo! Board and the Acton Parents Associntion
tomorrow ( Thursday) at4 p.m. in Toronto.

Parent association president Vince Whelan in-
dicated he will take the opportunity to invite lhe
minisier to visil the century old Stone School which
houses St. Joseph's School.

Board chairmman Robert O'Briet, Acton-George-
town Trustee Hartley Sherk and school board dir-
ector Cliff Byrmes are nlso expected to attend the
gathering.

The discussion is expected to focus on capital
allocation of funds for an Acton school.

“The meeting will be a good opportunily for the
minister to hear of the Acton situation first hand,"”
Whelan said Tuesday.

The parent assoclation president, however, is not
optimlstic about getting funds for a school this year.

The Invitation to meet the minister was an about
face from Queen's Park which earlier refused to
discuss the matter ¢f o new school for Acton be-
cause there are nofunds avallable.

The Aclen Parenis Associatlon has lobbied and
pressured the Halton School Board for a new schoal
for sometime,

The board bought a five-acre site on the north side
of Mill 5t. W. in May. The board, however, needs
funds from the province in order to pay for a new
building. '

Parents of Acton children who go to St. Joseph's
have said they believe they were misled by board

" officials who indicated that a new school for Acton

was their first priority. :

Meanwhile the Ontorio Ministry of Education
allocated funds for o new Oakville school, because,
according to the minlstry, the southern school was
the board's number one priority.

new Acton separate school

Parents have letters from ihe board stating that
Acton is the number one ltem on the board's list of

_privrities,

In the summer, parents assoctation head Whelan
reflected on concerns that the school does not meet
uptodate standards for health and fire safety.

Bishop Paul Reding of the Hamilton Diocese has

glven the local parents’ group his support In their
quest for a new school.

5t. Joseph's School is the (irst Separate school in
Acton. It was cpened in 1977 after the Halton Board
of Education found it could manage within the con-
fines of Robert Little Scliool.

Allocatlons for this year’s capital grants have al-
ready been made by the province, however, there is
a hint of an autumn revlew, The board hopes Lo galn
thereleasc of some dollars for the school.

St. Joseph's Schoal has an enrolment of about 225
which is tanght in five rooms in the maln building
plus three portables,

Women die in auto accidents

Two young arca people were killed in separale
automoblle accidents over Lhe weekend,

Dead are Elizabeth Webb, 15, of Eden Mills and
Murlel Leitch, 20, of Hillsburgh,

Twa other young people were injured in the single
car atcident that killed Miss Leitch during a
thunder storm Friday afternoon, .

Driver of the vehicle and brother of Lhe dead glrl,
Francis Leitch, 18 of R.R. 2 Hllishurgh and 18 year
old Melissa Sharpof R.R. 2, Acton were admiited {o
Georgetown and District Memorial Hospital, ac-
cording to Guelph OPP. The police are continuing to
investigate the accident.

Miss Leitch suffered ‘'massive internal injuries*
and was pronounced dead on arrival at the George-
town hospltal, said the investigating ollicer.

The 1972 Torlno was weslbound on the Esquesing-
Erin township line between the Fourth and Fifth
Lines at about 1 p.m., when it ran off the road dur-
ing the rain, according to the OPP, The road at that
point is known as “The Tunnel,” trees creating a
potural tunnel.

Investligation showed the auto rodoe along the edge

of the road for about 40 yards, then became airborne
for about 30 feet, when it hit a tree.

Police said o nearby farmer came along and
hooked a line onto Lhe tipped car, to keep it from rol-
ling over,

Ambulances from Geargetown were called on the
geene,

Acton firefighters frecd passengers Sharp and
Leitch. The driver somehow got oul by himself,
police pald.

Leitch was released from hospltal over the weck-
end with minor Injurles. Sharp is listed in stable
condition with multiple [ractures of the left leg,
muscle and vertebrae damage.

Guelph 0.P.P. Indicated no charges would be lald.

Elizabeth (Lisa) Webb, of Eden Mills was pro-
nounced dead on arrival at Guelph General Hospital
after she was struck by a carat 7:45 p.m. Saturday.

Walking north wilh a companion on the Eden
Mills Road, Wellington County Road 29, Miss Webb
was struck by a vehicle operaied by Brent Tolton,

17, alsocf Eden Mills,

According to Guelph O.P.P. Tollon was at-

1

tempting to pass another vchicle, saw the ped-
estrians, moved right to avold them, struck the sec-
ond vehicle, bounced of{ il then struck Miss Webb.

Police 5aid no charges would be lald.

Muriel Leitch, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Malcolm Leitch of R.R. 2 Hillsburgh, had llved in
Erin Township all her life and was a student at Erin
District High School. She Is gurvived by her parenta
and brothers David of Rockwood, Aleck of Kit-
chener, Francis and Ross at home, and sisters
Donna of Georgetown and Kalhleen at home.

Funeral services were held Monday October 6
(rom the Weddell-Butcher Funeral Home in Erin,
Interment was in Coningsby Cemelery.

Elizabeth Webb was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs,
Willlam Webb of Eden Mills and was a student ot
Centennial Colleglate Institute in Guelph, She 13 sur-
vived by her parents, sister Janet (Mrs. Ralph
Macdonald of Guelph) and brother lanof England.

Funeral service was held Tuesday October 7 ot
Eden Mills Presbyterian Church. Interment was in
Eden Mills Cemetery. :

. *If the reglonal sewer surcharge starled al the
beginning of this year is abandoned I would hope by
this time next year there will be no regional govern-
ment,"’ staled Mayor Pete Pomeroy to a shocked
Halton Hills council Monday night. He said he is up-
set since the voting pawer is being used against the
Town.

He explained that a Reglonal Water and Sewer
Rates Committee recommendation Monday

morning, flew in the fage of the Price-Waterhouse |

$15,000 study commlssioned by the Region, and
urged the turning back of all sewer costs to the local
municipalities on a charge back basis, as it was
prior to this year. Any 1980 shorifalls would be in-
cluded in the 1581 levy which would mean each mun-
icipality paying its own cosis, from really laxes ora
local surcharge.

Since Halton Hills would be hit the hardest by
having to assume the whole $3.2 million burden for
the sewage plant, the water and sewer rates
comimittee recommended the unexpended 1981 and
1582 Specinl Assistance Sewage Grants of $526,000
and-$158,000 respectively would be assigned to Hal.
ton Hills, if the provincial government ngrees.

If the commitiee recommendation is passed al
this regional council, the incoming regional council
will be asked to confirm this stand and the billing
agencies told to Inke the necessary steps to
ellminate all sewage surcharges from bills issued
after the beginning of the year.

The switch back to local responsibility suggested
is in direct opposition to the Price-Walerhouse
report which urges the regional sewer surcharge
syslem be retained. The repori claims it is fairer to

have the "user-payer’ appreach than the really tax
levy.

The report said that adding the sewer charge to
the tax bill would mean n considerable increase,
especially lo the residenis of Halton Hills, "who
would bear the full brunt of a high cost sewer
system without the benefits of regional support,”

Price-Waterhouse warned the Special Assistance
Grants totalling $684,100 may have to be paid back
lo the province since they were set up only to sup-
port o uniform regional rate structure.

The report stales any home nol connected to
sewers should pay nothing, whether or nol sewers
run past the house, Al present they pay a minimum
sewer charge. ' i

A larger share of the costs should be borne by
commercial and industrial users, says the report,
since residents contribute 77 per cent of the revenue
but use enly 61 per cent of the water.

Simplifications for the sewer surcharge rates
are recommended in the Price-Waterhouse report
by making rates unlform across the region by 1083,
by estahlishing one rate for residents and elimin-
ating the second level rale,

~——=inside— ..
- Marilyn Brooks is the new Grade 8 teacherhired
by McKenzie-Smith Middlo Schooal.” Details ate:
AP ' 7 5 o PRP
" Money for-the Cancer Society goes over the
$,000 mark. Turn lo page$, i BV

Region rejects Pomeroy plea
to allow housing in Acton

- By Jim Robinson

Halton Hills Mayor Peter Pomeroy's request that
two housing developments be allowed to go ahead in
Acton has been rejected by Halton Regional Council,

Mr. Pomeroy told ceuncillors last Wednesday two
Cedar Road Developments projects, totally 40homes,
would not prejudice the Halten Official Plan nor the
Acton Urban Area Boundary, but would be strictly in-
filling.

Hegsnid Regicnal planning Committee and stafi
rejections were “'frustrating’’ and he asked “why
can't we just do it*” :

Halton Hills Councillor Hoy Booth who serves as
Regional Planning Committee Chairman said the
newly-approved Halton Official Plan must be strictly
viewed as a development guideline. He said it should
be used to control growlh.

o that, Mr. Pomeroy said "'it’s obvious this should
0." :

. RBut Mr. Booth and staff have been under severe
criticism recently from other councillers about stick-
ing by the official plan and not making any more
exceplions.

Leader of this group is Burlington Councillor Joan
Allingham who said she would vole with Lhe commit-
tee recommendation the two subdivisions not be
included within the Acten urban boundary arca.

“We can go with this and at least know where we
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are going, ar we can go with something else and not
know where we are going,”" she said.

Mrs. Allingham said if an exception was made for
Cedar Roads, the other developments in the area,
including a shopping piaza, would also ask tobe given
the same treatment.

The problem is being cattsed by an arbitrary line
drawn several vears ago setting-out the tentative
urban boundariesof thetown, .~ ..+ ...

Currently this. is being. ;_‘C-utiic_d by a steering
commitiee, & v

Regional Planner Rash Mohammed said the steer-
ing comrnlttee is working hard to complete its work
of setting the final urban boundaries, but he said that
might not be finalized for six months. He said until
that time, he wanted Lhe arbitrary line to stay where
it is apd be enforced.

He said changing the line now before completion of
the urban plan would be "'premature.”’

When asked by Regional Chairman Jack Ralftis if it
seemed likely the subdivisions would be included
based on study so far, Mr. Mohammed said he could
nat make any comment as he did nol know nor would
he prefer Lo corament until the plan was finalized.

Paul Nielsen, president of Cedar Roads Develop-
ments was at the meetlng where he appeared as a
delegation to urge the council to turn down a Plan-
ning Committee recommendation that his housing
pluns not be included intheurbanarea.
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Acton Firefllghters help remove Hltuu Bharp, R.R. E.Aclun. from the wreckage of & ear last Friday after-
noon. Murlel Leftch, sister of the driver Francls Leltch, died as a vesuli of injuries sulfered in the crash.
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