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Ottawa has bad timing

When it comes to bad timing
and wasting money Ottawa takes
the cake,

A few weeks ago this space
contained comments about the
federal government’s advertising
campaign which outlined Ot-
tawa’s position on constitutional
reform and explained the national
government’s role in Canada.

We weren't impressed.

We joined Wellington-Dufferin-
Simcoe MP Perrin Beatty in
branding the ad campaign, which
will cost about $10 million, a waste
of money.

Well Ottawa has a new set of
commercials on the air waves.

This one shows a bunch of real
cute little beavers holding the
signs for various government
departments, like Canada Post,
Energy, Mines and Resources,
Corporate and Consumer Affairs,
Fisheries, etc.

It's meant.to show Canadians

just how many things the federal
government is involved in.

Why, if Ottawa has been in
doing its job the last 113 years we
need to be told what the senior
level of government does, besides
build up huge deficits, is anyone’s
guess.

Anyway, - the cute beavers
comimercials concludes “Canada,
a lot of people working for you.”

And this is where Ottawa's
knack for bad timing comes in.

This commercial was on
several times Sunday night, just
hours before the federal clerks
went on strike, shutting down
many essential services, Those
commercials were seen the same
day as air traffic controllers at
Torontoe International Airport
walked off the job in an illegal
labour action.

Yup, those beavers areright.

There's a lot of people (not
working) for you today. :

Where is police riot squad?

Some Halton Hills councillors

were justifiably mystified when

Mayor Peter Pomeroy asked for a
special fund to hire off-duty
policemen to prevent racing and
wild parties from happening for
yvet another weekend at the for-
‘mer Toronto International
Dragway.

There's no question something
had to be done about the situation.

But why couldn’t on-duty of-
ficers handle the trespassers
several councillors and no doubt
many taxpayers wondered.

Fortunately the track was
removed so there was no need to
hire off-duty officers to keep the

peace.

However, the incident raised a
lot .of questions about police
protection in Haiton Hilis.

Most weekends this past
summer the dragway was
swarming with young people who
raced their cars on the track and
from all reports held some pretty
rowdy parties invelving drinking
and the use of illegal drugs.

Police and politicians both
heard repeatedly from residents
in the vicinity of the Fifth Line
dragway, which will someday be
covered with estate homes, about
‘ the noise, careless driving and
vandalism.

One of the advantages of
regional government was sup-
posed to be a larger police force
which would be better equipped
and manpower could be shifted
around Halton as needs arose.

The Halton force was supposed
to be a big advantage over small,
ill equipped local forces or in the
case of Acton a small OPP
detachment.

People here have long held the
view the regional force is a step
backwards not a leap forward.

- 'The fact that all summer police
did nothing about the problem at
the dragway seems to support the
view,

The fact the mayor and other
councillors even had to consider
hiring off-duty officers indicates
we aren't getting the police
protection, even in an emergency,
that we need.

The police say they couldn’t do
much until they received written
permission from the owner of the
property that they could go on and
arrest trespassers.

However, by all accounts {rom-
residents, there were numerous
laws being broken right out on the
Fifth Line,

Frequent patrols might have
produced many charges out onthe
public road. |

Police said they patrolled the
area, but of course couldn’t be
there all the time.

The mayor wanted off-duty
officers at the gate to prevent the
youths from going onto the
dragway land. He didn't want the
police going in after there was a
crowd because he feared a riot
situation.

But if regional policing works
then the brass could have sent
extra officers up from the south to
the dragway to keep patrols onthe
road constantly, thus achieving
the same goal which might have
cost $500 for a service they have
already paid for in their regional
taxes.

If they couldn’t prevent the
youths from starting their big
party certainly the Halton force
could have brought a large con-
tingent of men up to the dragway
to sguash a riot.

After all, the same police force
was quick to send in the riot squad
to handle a much milder problem
in Acton during the fall fair a few
years ago.,

Drag racing, drinking, drugs
and dangerous driving on a public
road should have been enough
provocation to bring in the riot
squad sometime this past sum-
mer,

Dur readers write

Band enjoyed fair parade

Sept. 22
To the Directors and Organlrers of Acton
Foll Fair:

On behalf of the members of the George-
town Girls' Pipe Band, I would Like to con-
gratulate you on your excellent fair, held
from Sept. 18 to 21, which it was our
pleasure (o attend. The setling was ideal,
the grounds superb for displaying the
many interesting and colorful exhibits and
this year the weather niso co-operaied to
make it an all together enjoyable event,

Particular mention must, I fecl be made

regarding the parade held Saturday at

noon. It wos well organized without too

much delay. It was Eerfact length and the

spectators along the route were most

responslve, We attend many porades in

the course of a year and wanted you to

know this waa one of the more enjoyable

ones. Your efforts and our reception were
much appreciated.

Sincerely

(Mrs.) Virginia Hulme,

Pipe Major,

Georgetown Glrls' Pipe Band
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“long time to be married

to a strange woman"

One of my father's favorite jokes, before
the word “‘corny'’ had been invented, was,
“It's a long time to be married to a sirange
woman,”” He repented it once a year, on his
wedding anniversary, and I can still
remember my mother's e¢yes rolling up,
the way women's eyes roll up when thelr
husbands are telllng a story they've heard
gleventeen times before,

But it pops into my head every time [ .

think of my own wedding annlversary,
which s usually about two weeks alter the
event.

This year, 1 remembered sboul two
weeks before the event, but by the time it
appears in print, I'll probably have {or-
gotten complelely.

My wlfe [s no better. She can be so sent-
imental it's downright disgusting, over
such trivia as her children, her grand-
children, her father, her house, a part-
lculsr party 20 years ago, a friend who I8 In
trouble, and, very occasionally, about me.

But when il comes to really important
things, she cares not a whit, The [irst indl-
cation of this was when 1 gave her a flower
on Mother's Day many years ago. She
sajd, curtly, “I'm not your mother,”

Birthdays, same degl. She was born on
Fech. 28, surely easy enough to remember,
with its connotations of Leap Year. I
forget. She does too, though I'm not sure
hers Isn't psychological—a year older.

This attitude permeated our family, Qur
kids certainly knew what Christmas was,
little greedy-guts. And Easter: church
with joyous music, hunt for Easter eggs,
probably a visit with grandparents.

But I'm qulle sure they don’t know why
the first of July s a hollday, have only the
vaguest ldea what Remembrance Day and
Thanksglving are all about, and exactly
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What do you get for the person who has
everything?

Mabel Barkman, of the townline has the
answer. A gold lady bug.

Mrs. Barkman discovered Lhe unlque
insect cn her 22 foot Blue Morning Glory
one doy last week, The morning glory runs
up her television antenna. Maybe the bug
wns was trying to Intercept TV slgnals,

+ 4+ +

Now that f{all la here, with winter ap-
proaching too rapldly for many, a lot of
folks wlll {ind themselves with nathing to
do with thelr evenlngs. Susan Holbiskl has
the thing. Adult Recrcational Volleyball
has now n ot McKenzle-Smith Middle
School on Monday nights (rom 8.30 t0 10.30,
The mixed leams will play untll Moy, and
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about ten more pecple are needed. For

which day is their birthday, though they
know the month they were born in,
becouse that ties In with astrology, ln
which they falrly firmly believe.

Bul my Dad was right, even though
repetitious, **It's a long time to be marrled
lo o strange woman.'' Especlally one you
dldn’t even know before you met her, if you
follow me.

I met this strange woman at university,
when { came home from the wars. I
thought she was demure, beautiful, and
shy. And she was. She thought I was brash,
swaggering and far too unheeding of the
university's rules, which 1 was, >

After many years of togetherness, we've
each retalned only one of these objectives.
She is totally lacking in demure, she is still
beautiful, and she is about as shy as
Muhammed All.

I have completely lost my brash, have
nothing to swagger about, but am still far
too unheeding of the rules of the establish-
ment.

An odd combination, you'll say, to gel
married. And it weas. She thought me
hoarish and uncouth, especially after I fell

sound asleep in the middle of a lecture by

the late, great poet, EJ. Pratt. She didn't
realize that 1 had been at a lunchtime

- reunfon with some old Alr Force pals

who'd just arrived back from overseas,
and that it was only great gallantry and
iron will that had forced me to moke the
lecture,

1 thought she was prissy, prudish, and
dumb, because she never missed a lecture,
wouldn't even throw one inviting look at
the dashing young ex-fighter pilet in her
class, and ventured no opinions on any-
thing.

Oh, well. Chemistry, I guess. I won't go
into the detalls, but a few months later we
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meore information on the free night out,
Call Susan ot 853-2954.
+ + +

We sald goodbye to our compesing roem
foreman Alex Chidley on Friday. Alex hos
gone into business for himsell In Kit-
chener, where he makes his home. He'li be
missed by all of us here at 58 Willow St.

+ + o+

Lorna Clark of Ellzabeth Dr, enjoyed o
three week vacation visiting friends and
relatives In England recently. '

Mrs. Clark stayed with her brother Don
Davis near London for a while before
hending on to visit cousins In Scuth Wales
and Somerset. The highligh
gttending an evening church service at St
George's chapel at Windsor Castie, She sat
in 0 cholr stall aver the vault where Henry
viil and his wlie Jane Seymour and
Chorles the Flrat are buried.

In the two years since her last visit, Mrs.
Clark said prices had skyrocketed. What
waB once a reasonable price (s now out of
reach she sald. She was better gble 1o
anderstand her brother's observation
while visiling Cansda last summer. He
safd eating out in Canadn was exireme
cheap compared with England. Mrs. Clar
learned first hand what he meant,

While coming through customs

tof the trip was -

| were m':-chnngmg furulve kizses in the lib-

rary stacks, groping embraces in door-
waya, and skipping lectures right and left.

And a year later, we were married, with
no pomp and little elrcumstance, poor as
churchmice, but head over heels. It was
better to marry than to burn, as Paul told
the Ephesians or somebody. And about ten
months later, we had a little stranger in
our midst, and were poorer than church-
mice. But still head over heels,

That little stranger is now 33. Now, I'm
not golng to tell you which anniversary this
5. I don't want a flood of mink coats and
gold bars and ten-cent cards coming in.

Suffice to soy that we won't celebrate it
together, but we'll be together. There's
nothing quite eo disgusting as the married
couple dinner, or throw a big party, on
thetr annlversary. 5

Like most couples, we've grieved and
wept together, laughed together, helped
each other over some rocky roads, loved
together, fought with mulual fury, taken
great joy and great henrt-aches from our
children, idolized and spolled our grand-
children, and managed to muddle along,

day to day, in this pecullar 1ife that throws.

up road-blocks and ralnbows, groans and
guffaws, tears and terror, death and taxes.
We still constantly worry about the wel-
fare, state of mind and heaith, and golf
score of the ather. :

We still fight frequently, although I have
called and asked that my wife be taken off
the list of “Husband-beaters.”’ She haan't
thrown anything bigger thon a glass of
water at me in months.

My day was right. *'It's a long time to be
married to a strange woman.” And may
yours be as long, and as strange. Not your
wile; your marriage.

a g W F

Toronto on her way home, Mrs. Clark wos

ted by a custom's officinl who actuzlly
recognized the name Acton {mast of them
are lucky to know where Canada 1s). The
chap sald to her, "Oh Aclon, that's a
suburb of Georgetown Isn't IL."

Mrs. Clark, a stounch supporier of her
community, stmply sald '"Watch it,” and
gcurrled on.

+ + o+

In another small world department:
Was up home in Collingwood this past
weekend visiting my folks and had to do a
bit of Eh%!‘:lplng. While I was in the local
Woolworth’s store, [ spolled Peggy
DeBruyn and her daughters Colleen and
lorl. They were up for a basketball
tournament at my old hlgh school. The
girls won thelr firat game, but were put out
in the second.

Other Acton faces I've scen in Colling-
wood over the years have been Bruce
MeArthur and Wil Duval, both up for
hock tournaments and Lawrence
Hemsley, an employee for Tyler Trans-
part, who - lives In Creemore. Zeke
McCandless of Georgefown was Christmas
shopplng in the Woolworth's last Christ-
mas ove.
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issues

10 years ago

_ September 30, 1970

Steven Paplllon recelving one of the
highest awards in Scouting, the Silver Cross
badge, for his action in resculng Susan Hill
from Falry Lake.

Esquesing township passed a bylaw to
allow Sunday sports In Esquesing, all in-
spired by complaints over the Golden
Horseshoe dragway.

Mr. and Mra, Jim Morrison celebrated
their 80th wedding anniversary.

Brendan Aherne has been appointed
manager-treasurer of the Credit Unlon.

Ladies' night for the Tri-Angle Men's
Club brought o vivacious woman speaker,
controller Ann Jones of Hamiltoen, Joan
Pratt introduced the speaker and Penny
Bristow thanked her. Roast beef dlnner was
served by Watson’s Restaurant.

There were few famillar faces when Dr.
James Talman came back to Acton, He s
former chief librarlan of the University of
Weastern Ontario, and he is a member of the
Order of the British Empire. When he wenl
to school in Acton, he walked five miles
daily from the family farm In Speyside.

A former Citizen of the Year, George
Musselle has died.

20 years ago

September 25, 1960

Faced with discontinued ambulance ser-
viee in Acton, council's wellare commlittee,
under the chairmanship of Les Duby, is
cxplering ways and means of providing a
service for Acton residents, ~

Memories of wedding vows taken 50
years ago were recatled by Mr. and Mrs.
A.J Murray, R.R. 3, Acton, when nearly
200 friends, relatives and neighbours callea
an them Saturday to offer congratulations
en Lheir anniversary.

Determined to further the art of dancing
a Danish-born Canadian citizen Henri Han-
sen, R.R. 1, Glen Williams is expanding his
dancing Instructions for school In. St
Alban's Parish tfall Tuesday, Oct. 4.

The tinkle of the telephone Sunday morn-
ing brought warm greetings to Mrs. John
Hufnagel, the former Margaret Ware, when
she was informed her ticket had been
drawn at the Gatt Fair and she was the win-
ner of a shiny new NSU Prinz.

Mrs. Bud Evans won the $10 prize offered
by Acton Night School for the best original
oit painting at the fair. Her enlry was on
attractive country scene,

Miss Janet Buckner Mew from Malton to
Prestwick Scotland Tuesday on a jet flight
which took just slx hours. She will spend a
year in Britain, "

50 years ago

October 2, 1830

* After serving 23 years as the Governor of
the Halton Counly Jail, Mr. Archie McGib-
bon has resigned. He is in his 82nd year.
Governor McGibbon has run the jail in the
most economical manner, the cost per
prisoner being the lowest of any Jell in the
Dominion,

The induction of Rev. J. Grant took place
at Ospringe. A lorge crowd was present.
Supper was served by the Ladies Aid.

Under the suspices of the Women's
Asgsociation of Rockwood United Church, a
concert was held in the Town Hall, when
Beecher Parkhouse of Fergus spoke on the
subject “Ensy Strect”. Other items on the
program were & quarteite composed of Mr.
George Peal, Mrs, Ayles, Mrs. Plummer
and Mr. George Plummer; also a maole
quartetie composed of Mr. Frrank Moore,
Mr. George Bayne, Mr, George Peal and
Mr. J.A. Little, solos by Miss Mae Watson
and Mr. George Plummer, and recitations
by Miss Edna Pearen.

Eden Mills Women's Institute met at the
home of Mrs. Max Milne. Dr. E.F.
McCullough of Guelph spoke on the subject
of the cleanslng of the blood.

The teachers conventlon will be held next
Thursday and Friday. The pupils will be
given of two days holiday.

Harold McComb will manage the Sl
Alban's indoor softhall team this season.

100 years ago

September 20, 1680 :

There are some Indieations of a revival of
prosperity, whatever parly is in power.

Mr. John Moore, Hockwood, has pur-
chased the flouring milis in that village.

Burglars entered the post office store at
Balllnafad, and carried off all the postogo
stamps, 54 yards of tweed, o plece of cofton,
3 pairs of boots, a box of tea, and about $4
worth of sugar. Mr. C.S. Smith of this vill-
age, with two American stock buyers, was
returning (rom his farm In a single side
spring bu and when turning the corner
of Mill and Main with buggy swayed with
the weight and capsized. Mr. Smith broke
hia left leg’ He had not fully recovered from
being thrown from the buggy last spring,

when hls arm was injured,

A number of cases of petty larceny have
taken place in our village and susplcion has
fallen on (name given)} but no evidenco
could be produced, on which to commit the
girl. During the past month, however, it
seems she stole a pair of gold bracelets, and
she has been taken into custody, We think
the only proper place for the girl is the Ont-
ario Reformatery as, if she la sent to the
commen jail, she will come in contact with
every closs of evildoer.
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