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erg Wildlife Centre. Sundays

October 4 to 26 there's activities like displays of apple pressing and corn cobs. Checking out Lhe apples with re-
source [nterpreter Joanne Lesier is *Barney.* Photo courtesy the Millon Champion

Secret Cabinet paper puts pits before people

By Jim Roblnson

Quarry pits and grave! extractlon will be made
more lmportant than people, housing, and food
production if o secret Ontario Cabinet policy paper
iz passed,

Thia newsapaper has oblalned a copy of the
'provinelal pollcy stutement on planning for
mineral aggregate resources’’ which is to go to the
Cabinet within weeks [or discussion and approval.

The document contains o number of statements
which clearly state that housing, people, and other
“incompatible” uses are not to be ollowed on or
near poasible future grovel and aggregate sites,

Under general policies the document siales:
“Any planning jurisdictlon Including municipalities
and planning boards shall identify and protect as
much of ils mineral aggregate resources as is
practicable to supply local, regional, and provincial
needs.”

Under pollcles for official plans it states: “The
official plan shall identify tegally existing pits and
quarries and shall protect them [rom incompatible
activitles.” :

In order for pits and guarrles to be protected, the
document states official plans should not allow
“residenlial development and other Incompatible
uses on adjacent lands" and, “residential, com-
mercial and industrial developments on top of the
mineral nggregate deposlls, other than those
direcUy related toaggregale operations,”

But most shocking of the pelicy statements is *'the
official plan shall permit wayside pits and quarries
throughout the municipality witout requlring an
amendment to the plan.”

This newspaper has talked with Welland-Therold
MPP Mel Swart who currently sits on an Ontario
Select Committee investigating several months of

submissions on Bl 127 which govern pils and
quarries InQntario,

He aaid that {f the so-far secret policy statement is
approved by Cabinet, “‘all your environmentally
senstiive areas in Halton will not be protected.””

Mr. Swart, who also had obtained a copy of the
policy statement sald he feels “that I, personatly,
have been misled” by Natural Resources Minister
James Auld.

He seid the Minlster had sat through hours of
submisslons about Bill 127 but had given “‘no in-

dication whatsoever” of a new polley being written -

and submitted to Cabinel without the select com-
mittee having time to even see it or comment.
“The Ontaric Nunicipal Board which wlll ar-

bitrate disputes on location, expansion and licen-
cing of pits and guarries, must use the policy
statement a3 a main factor in its decision.

“Environment, agriculture, and other concerns
thus will have to tnke second place to aggregale

extraction,"” he sald.
Councillor Bill Johnson, who has been the major

opponent to any changes in the Quarries Act and
who ramrodded a Halton Regional submission
agoinst any changes through council, said "'this is
what I've been afraid of since the beginning.

“I snld *‘way back when, that this was being done
[or the aggregate industry and not for us,

"“You take the widening of Highway 25, that’s
being done [or them, not for us."

Nellis wins tractor pull

Tractor Pull winners at the fair (el into two
classes, Winners of the 6,000 pound c¢lass were
Brian McDuffy of Milton in first place, Charles
Speck of Georgetown in second place, and Ed

Stewart of Erin roaring into third place,

1  in the 8,000 pound class first prize went to Bill

MNellls of Acton, BUlI Webb of Rockwood took
second place, and third was Bud Snow of
Georgelown. -30-1 320 Tug of war

Tug-of-war champs

Tug of War winners at the fall fair have been
announced, Top winning place was copped by the
Geaorgetown Galden Bears with the Acten Bull-
dogs coming a close second. Galloping in for
third place were the Milton Bushwackers.

" Acton Fall Fair "80 wrap up

Ladies fair mesating

The Ladies' Division of the Acton Fall Fair
invites anyone interested in the hall exhibits for
the Fair to join them f{or their October meeting.
It will be held tomorrow {Thursday) at 8 p.m. at
the home of Mrs, Lucille Cooksley. For direc-
tions call 856-9760.

Fairgoers counted

Fair secretary John Rowe has finished
counting. Sale of edvonce tickets number 414
bringlng paid total fair altendance to 10,528

However, an unestimated amount of
youngsters under 12 years of age were sllowed in
free to the fair Saturday so actual attendance
figures could be close to 15,000,
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Minister won't meet
about Acton school

.Ontario- Minister-of Education: Belle Stephenson:
doesn't plan on meeling with a delegation from Hal-
ton Separate School Board, parents' associstion
president Vince Whelan and Haiton-Burlington
MPP Julian Reed to discuss the need for o new
Cathollc school in Acton,
~ Trustees received a letter at last night’s mecting

Tuesday) from Stephenson saying there is no need

or a meeting until there are funds available.

1 Parents who are fighting to have a new school
Luﬂt to replace the antiquated St. Joseph's in the
rented old Stone School, have been waiting for
several weeks to hear when the meeting would be
held,

! Stephenson wrote informing the board there
avould be no meeting on September §, but because of
mall delays in recent weeks it didn't reach the
board chairman Robert O'Brien until early last
week,

: ‘Lagt week Whelan contacted Terry Grubbe to see
if she could find out when the meeting would be
held.

Both Whelan and Grubbe emphasized she con-
tucted Stephenson not as a local councillor but as a
concerned non-Catholic parent who has tried in the
past to enrol her son at crowded St. Joseph's and
_been turned down. Grubbe is an old (amily friend of

the minister.

New leath

Acton could soon be known as Leather town right
across the province if ambitlous plans for a leather
factory outlet in the Frank Heller and Co. Ltd.
Eastern Avenue plant bear fruit.

Den Dawkins unveiled plans for a unigue Acton
tourist attraction in the factory after Heller's moves
into Dlaston, Monday night for Halton Hills general
commiltee. It should bring tourist dellars ta Acton
and ereate some Jobs here.

A group of investors in the project want the region
to allow them to keep the leather factory outlet open
Sundays. The {actory outlet won't be part of Heller's
though the ewrers of the leather firm are invoived
in the project.

Back in July when it became of(icial that Heller’s

was moving to Disston it was revealed the firm
‘would add a faclory outlet offering leather goods
primarily manufactured by customers of the
‘company.
{ Dawkins sald the project has "evolved con-
‘siderably’* In the past couple of months and will now
‘combine both commercial and manufacturing
operations.

There will be a fnctory oullet retall aren of ap-
proximately 8,000 square feet, a [urniture
manufacturing area covering about 10,000 square
feet and eventuzl on site manufacturing of leather
goods including furniture, gloves, handbags, pur-
sea, wallets, beits and other ieather .

They will also lock at having local craftsmen and
Jeather hobbyists sell thelr waores at the new store

L —inside™ -
‘Bert Hinton will have competition for the Acton
trustea’s job now that Ariene Bruce has announpc-

_ edshe is running, Details on page 5.

& mediator has been o

heip Haiton '

" contract negotiations back ot track. Soo prge®.

.. She talked to Sttphemnn Thursday. afternocn and

learned the minister has received nine lefters {ram
parents and one Irom a five-year-old child regarad-
ing the need for a newseparate school in Acton. The
minister, who told Grubbe she had the Acton file in
front of her, could find no record of the board
requesting & meeting with her. After a flurry of
calls Friday, the letter from the board, dated
August 14, as well as her reply dated September 5,
were located. In addition sources In Acton belisve
many more Lthan just 10 letters have been sent to the
minister,

Grubbe said Stephenson explained she won't be
meetlng with the parents associatlon or visiling
Acton. The minister doesn’'t meet with parent
groups because her time won't allow It and there
are hundreds and hundreds of groups in Ontarlo like
the St. Joseph's Parents’ Assoclation.

Stephenson, Grubbe said, noted she will meet with
school board officlais only and only spoke lo Grubbe
ahout the matter because they are [riends,

There are no funds in the budget for a new Aclon
school and the minister couldn't tell Grubbe when
there might be monies available. Grubbe added the
mlnister pointed out the school board sels the
priorities for spending of their allocation,

According to Grubbe the minister also said there
are emergency funds available and if the province

received a fire or health department report con-
demning the bullding then money could be allocated
to correct health or fire hazards,

Stephenison wrote the beard saying a mecling
between the board and herself wouldn't be pro-
ductive until it is determined if there will be funds
available.

O’Brien said the minister is “'sensitive’ to the
concerns of the board and Acton parents. "I'm
optimistic we are going to gel our school in Acton. It
is just a matter of timing."" O'Brien added the board
will continue Lo push for a meeting with Stephenson.

O'Brien told Whelan about the letter Thursday
evening when he was contacted by the parents’
associatlon president. The board chalrman ad-
mitted the parents wouldn't have. learned of
Stephenson's reply until today (Wednesday), after
trustees saw the letter, if the matter had not cometo
light Thursday.

Whelan said he can't sce how a meeting can be
considered useless even whed there is still no money
available, |

He i3 pleased to see the board will continue to
presa for & meeting. Whelan said he couldn't see
how Stephenson can refuse a meeling if the board
and parents keep “'pressuring” {or one.

He gsatd the lelter from Stephenson was “‘negative
and discouraging” and all parents can do now is
“waititout.”

er factory outlet
soon Acton tourist attraction

and have all manufacturing areas open for publle
viewing. . :

If the project is a success then the possibility of
ndding & restaurant and lounge, a leather and
tanning museum and more manufacturing of cralts

on the premises will be explored. They want to fully

utilize the building.

" Noting Acten’s leather heritage dates back to the
last century Dawkins said, there hasa't been a
“gerious attempt to explolt the commercial
possibilities evolving from a leather town image. "

The Eastern Avenue plant was built in 1829 as a
hide house for Beardmore and is brick wall with
Douglas Fir trusses with 48 foot spans, Thero are a
number of solid wood columns up to 18 inches thick
in the bullding. The group has declded to name the
Factory outlet the Old Hide House.

“The bullding offers simlilar potential for at-
tractive lnterior development to many of Lthe old
mills in Southern Ontario that have been suc-
cessfuly converied to restaurants or other com-
merclal activity. Qur intentions are to make full use
of the history and character of the bullding and to
promote and exploit the lenther town history and
image of the town of Acton,’’ Dawkins explained.

“Our objective is to create a unique commercial
and craft based light manufacluring centre with
leather belng the largest common denomlinator,"
Dawkins said. He noted the goods for sale will be
Canadion made and as much as possible in-
corporate leathers made in Acton.

Right off the bat the project should create eight to
10 full timeo lobs and another 20 to 25 positions for
parttlme workers. If it {3 a success then there
should be 15 to 20 permanent positions and 25 to 30
part-lme jobs created within a year or two.

They plan (o get started immedlately; they want
ta cash in oo some of the Christmas shopplng trade.

'"“The venture can be (ruly successful only if it
achleves tourist status similar to Chudieigh’s Apple

Farm, the pine furniture manufacturers in wealern
counties or the factory outlets for leather garments
in Blythe, Ontario,” he stated. They must draw
customers from outside Acton, in on aren of 251050
miles.

The project has very ficm financial foolings,
Dawkins sald, but costs will also be high so they
want to get started quickly..

It is easential, if the project Is to evelve Into a
highly success(ul tourist attraction bringing dollars
into Acton, that it be open Sundays. They expect (o
do conslderable advertising of Acton as leather
town to bring in business from Toronte, Hamilton
and Kitechener areas,

“We belicve the merits of the project speak for
themselves. It is very much a tourist business In
nature in o community which presently offers no
such altractlons. It both capitalizes and emphasizes
the leather town image which Acton is known for
and of which it should be proud,”” Dawkins declared.

He sald it wos unforiunale a similar project
wasn't launched in Acton eatlier,

Dawkins repeated the importance of being
operationnl by November and the need to be open
Sundays, just like Blythe. "It is a significant ven-
ture which will benefit the entire community.”

In answer to o question from council Dawkins
said they now have parking {or B0 to 90 cars and are
negotiating with CN toadd another 60 spaces.

Councillors backed the propesal and recom-
mended to the region the factory outlet be given a
Sunday closing excmptlon as a tourist attractlon.

Counchllors felt 1t would be a big boost to Acten,
particularly the downtown aren where efforts have
been made to enhance the aren and promote the
leather town theme.

Having vislted Blythe, Counctllor Ross Knechtel
felt the project could be a real shot in the arm for
Acton. He sald Sundoy opening hao caused no
problems in Blythe.
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ul Clark h a unigue fellow. He is bullding a log house; fairly common, bul hl_-. hﬁun: will e golar heated.

} Photoby KEN BUSTIN

by Ken Busiin
In this day and age of people trylng to sknplify
thelr MNfestyles building a log house isn't that un-

{ usual. -

But, only a unlque person would want to combine
an old lifeatyle with an ultra medern technology,

| solorenergy.

That's what long time rural North Hallon resident
BUL “Burl" Clark is doing; building a solar heated

} log house,

An Omagh native who has also resided in the
yside and Campbeliville areas, Clark has al-

: ways had the knack of trying things that are unus-
| ual and different, or at least not everyone's cup of
£ tea.

It {s his nalure, And this strong Individual natlure

has taken him down many different roads.

For example some of his undertakings over the

| years have included such things as hot air bal-

looning and operating log raft trips down the raplds

4 of the Fraser River in Canadn’s west,

And glnce he is an accomplished musiclan, from

| timeo to time you just might see him ploying stand
i up bass at a bluegrasa festival.

Hehaseventried life in a teepee.
You could say Burl is a basic back-to-the-land

' type who has allotted some room for modernization.

So designing and bullding a tradillonal log house

(o I Sl P Pk

(%

Solar heat log house

and then heating it with modern solar technology is
nof sounusual to Burl.
Timber framing has been part of his Jife for the

last six years.

Since completing a log bullding course at Seneca |
College in 1975 he hos worked with four different §
companics and butlt & total of 15 homes in rural |
southern Ontario. |

It was during these years that the idea to under- |
take a big project like a log home was first im- |
planted in his mind. :

Then, in the fall of 1978 he atlended a solar energy |
course at the Unlversity of Guelph.

This was the turning point. The addltlonzl know- §
ledge of solar energy comblned with his vast know-
ledge of timber framing produced the Inevitable for |
Burl. :

Last winter, at his Speyside residence, he spenl §
his spare time with T-square and pencil drafting out  §
the deslgn for the solar heated log house. Atthetime |

" it wasstill mere a dream than a reality.

But in the spring of this year, followlng hours of |
preparation, the blue printed plan was seldto a Kit- |
chener client. '-
* Now, thisfall, at a work site located south of Owen |
Sound that dream s becoming a reality. !

Log houses were commeon place in pionecr days. |

{Continued on page 3)
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