Stan and Mary Ma tthews,
a fifetime of fair service

Mary and Stan Matthews have been working with
the Acton Fall Fair as a team for 41 years, since
149334

Mary has been involved with the fair much
wnger. YWhen she was Mary Clarridge living with
her parents on what is now the Clarence Cole farm
an Highway 7 east of Acton, she drove and showed
horses for her competitive fathier. In fact, he was
president of the Esquesing Fair belore a separate

Acton and Georgetown [air were even born.

" Stan was raised in Guelph in the Matthews home-
sivad on Highway 7—the lovely siont house and 250
acres that is pow parl of the Ontario Rehabilitalion
Centre.

The Matthews are still on Highway 7, a litie fur-
lher east of Acion than the Celes farm where they
have rinsed ponies and Jerseys for most of their
married lives.

A large framed plague on the Matthews dining
room wall atiests their [(aic faith. It's an agric-
uitural service diploma daied November 1975 from
the Acten Agricullural Sociely bearing both Stan
and Mary's names. Stanis also a life member.

Most of Mrs. Matthews™ years ot the (air have
been spent in the exhibit hall arranging entries and
assisting the judge.

*FPye been in homeerafts for vears and years and
years. she chuckles. :

She always kKept Salurday free 'lo drive the
Matthew fine harness, Hackney and Shetland pon-
1es in the peny show with her husband.

The Matihews are renowned all over the country
for their ponies—bringing home walls full of ribbons
every year from fali foirs, the CNE and the itoyal.

Championships were often the order of the day

in¢]uding the coveted grand champilonship award ot

the CNE., One of the Matthews' stallions was said to
be the (inest stud in the country,

Fair day was always husy with Stan packing up
the six ponies he would take to the fair, He always
took a team {rom his three breeds complete with
cach pony’s own set of harmess, driving rigs, outfits,
¢xtra hamness and exira lines {reins).

“There was never a dull mement” Mary com-
ments.

. The poir were always 5o well equipped they had
harness Lo spare and Stan tells of the time a fellow
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compelifor was unable to enter becouse her pony
chiewed through hee tandem lines. Stan lent her his
extrit sel and “"She beat me™, he growls.

o the old days, the days before Ladies Board
when Mrs. Matthews, Mes. Robinson and Mrs. Bert
Davidson set up the exhibit hall alone on a Thurs-
day. there was no Sunday fair, Mary is still very
much against Sunday showing, She says the fadies
board voted 100 percent against it, but we got it
anywily”'. She's also ngainst the beer tent, thinks it
takes up too much reom.

{(ther changes the Matthews mourn are the Jack
of entries in the “fancy turnout ™ class. For the first
time this year there will be po fancy lurnouts.

In other yenrs Stan reimmembers as many as 12
smart pomies drawing a polished buggy driven by a
pair of yeungsters dressed like old fashianed brides

and grooms.

The Matthews showed two fancy turnouls often
driven by their grandson Larry and Sandra van
Fleet wearing & pink gown with 30 yards ol fabric in
the skirt,

Stan tells of the time, at another fair us there
another fair?) when the lively pony drawing the rig
gol the bit between his tecth and gave the eight year
tld Larty quite a ride. The pony never broke lrom a
Irot but he nearly pultled poor Larry’s arms oul of
the sockels. He won the elass anyway.

The Matthews have retired frotn pony breeding
now and the Jersey cattie they used lo farm are now
tarmed by their son Pon near Fergus.

However, cvery year at Lthe fair you'll see Muary
Matthews bouncing around the exhibit hall wearing
herseif out and you'll find Stan sitting at a wee {able
beside the peny ring proudly wearing his “life
member'” ribbon and organizing the show that has
treen his life's blood,

Friday night fun

Friday night is big cnlertainment night at the
fair. Inaddition to the Miss Acton Fair contest a full
variety show will be offered.

Five acls will grace the arena stage this year all
being accompanied by the Ralph Fraser Trio. In-
cluded in the program are the Beauty Spots, o dane-
ing duo; Captain Bl James, magic, mirth with aud-
wence participation; the Paul Brothers and Shirley,
singing comedy trio; the Amazing Arilise,
unicycling and juggling; Dereen, singer.

Judges for the approximately 15 entranis in the
Miss Actan Fall Fair contest will be Judy Welch of
the Judy Welch wmodelling agency, Gunther
Oldenberg, fiim producer and Production co-owner
and Daye Johnson, disc jockey from CFGM Country
radio.

These (wo events couple with the early evening
horse draw droaws one of the largest erowds in the
[nir.

The Friday night show i3 ane of the few fair eventa
guaraniced to be o success regardless of the wea-
ther--the show is indoors.

eautiful

An  estimated 100
bables will be gurgling,
gocing, and howling at
the Foll Falr baby show
held Saturday afternoan.

There's been & baby
show ot the Fall Fair
since the early 30's with
an interruption of a lew
years in the 50's, Since
the early 60's the baby
show has been revived
ond now altrocta an

arenn full of spectators
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and baby relatlves.

Each baby is judged on
overalli health and all
receive a token prize.
Mothers of non-winners
are always good sports,
organizers say. Twins
dnd triplets are expected
this year,

Each  winner will
roceive a 1980 silver dol-
lar as well a3 ribbons and
prizes donaled by Acton
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belong at fair

merchants. Best of show
recelved one of two large
trophies (one [or girls,
ane far hoys) donated by
the Fall Fair Lodies
Board.

Bables are entered
{rom as far away as Lon-
don, Kitchener, Erin,
Miltas, and Georgetown
for this one of the few fall
fair baby shows In
existance,
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