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n again —off again downtown plaza off again

“fhe on agaln-off again plans for commercial
development of the Force Electric property at the
east end of downtown are off agaln.

Owner of the property, Art Gordon, and a variety
of developers have n working many months now
to put together a commercial development on the
site, but all plans have {allen through,

Gordon, however, rerains optimist development
will materialize.

Doug Rosart, Rosart Properties of Qakvllle, and
Neil McLaughlin Bosley Real Estate of Toronto,
have come upwith a number of plans, However they
have all collapsed.

In a recent interview McLaughiin said It would
appear they won't be able to pul any project to-
gether [or the Force Electric land.

Back in the spring McLaughlin unveiled a big pro-
posal which called for a 25,000 square foot expanded
A-B Foodland, a theatre, drug stare, convenience
store, restaurant, bowling alley and other shops. A
few minor objections to the propesal by the mun-
icipality and a lack of interested firms to fill the

seml-enclosed mall and Investors sent the proposal
down thodrain,

The next proposa! he came up with featured an A-
B Foodland of 6,500 to 13,000 square feet and a row of
shops ot the rear of the site but that also fell through
when Lumsden Brothers, who lease the Foodland
store and then sub-lease it to the operators of A-B
Foodland rejected expansion plans. Willlam
Lumsden said at the ime McLaughlin's plans were
too costly and the rent would be too high. .

It was back to the drawing board {or the summer
with the project, though everything hinged on Lum-
sda\d Brothers golng for an expanslon, MeLaughlin
noted.

McLaughlin reported recently he "half expected
new numbers (cost and rent figurea) would produce
a new proposal.™’

Thot haeép't been the case, McLaughlln says
Lumsdens just don't want a larger store and price
wasn't a conaideration this time.

He and Rosart ara now back to Iooking for & maj-
or tenant for the development, an anchor atore fora

small plaza, and they have already explored vir-
tually overy avenue they can think of with noluck.

McLaughlin notes they have put too much work
into the poesible development of the Force site to
just let it go but without a mejor store there I3 just
nowhere to go with it now,

At the same times Gordon says he han been hear-
Ing for weeks there ls another developer interested
in bringing in a proposal for commercial develop-
ment on the site. — -

He noted he has never met or heard directly from
this developer, only heard about it through Century
31 R=al Estate in Guelph. Details of the proposal are
sketchy, Gorden belleves it involves eight or ninc
stores.

However, alter weeks of walting Gordon is run-
ning out of patience.

He reports he has been told repeatedly by the real
estate people a developer in Toronto has come up
with a proposal, but just hasn’t signed it yet,

“I'm anxious to get going,' Gordon declared,

He hasn't heard for some time from McLaughlin
and hasn't contacted that developer because
“everything ls changed every time | talk to him."
Gurdon Isn't optimlatle that group will wind up put-
ting something together now.

Gordon 1o now out looking for & new developer and
real estate firm to handle the development for him,
in fact Tuesday he was walling on a phone call
regarding geiting something new golng for the
Force land.

“I want to get moving on this. The town needs it
badly,” Gordon stated. He wants one large store,
like & grocery store, and five or aix other shops, and
not hamburg places or beauty salons which ho says
seems to be all the new business Acton getls these
days.

Back in January Halton Hills approved rezoning
of the land for commercial development subject to
site plan approval. Gordon says the municipality is
100 per cent behind his efforts to develop the land
and the plannlng department i3 dolng all it can to

heip get development golng.

Development of the Force site and refurbishing of
downtown Acton are koy aspects of the town's case
in its battle to prevent Jerry Sprackman and
Landawn Shopplng Centres {rom bullding a plaza on
the east slde of Acton. An Ontarfo Munlcipal Board
hearing on that issue 1s etill pending. Gordon says
he wants to have something concrete going on his
land before the east end plaza case comes up.

Gordon says he'd welcome a proposal from any-
one for the site. Any developer can come forward
with a plan, *I feel certain once the first step Is
taken (development of the Force site) there will be
lots of development at that end of downtown,'

Gordon says, He polinled to Canadlan Tire which

~ wants to expand but is waiting to see what happens

with his land as anexample of the kind of redevelop-
ment he expects will take place,

Ho sald everyone he has talked 10 secms o little
nervous about commercial development in Acton
and about progpecis of renting new atores.
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~ First Actario
draw Saturday

With the first draw just three days away Ted Ty-
ler has branded Actario a success,

In an interview Tyler said as of Tuesday about 415
tickets have been sold and turned back In so0 they
have covered Lthe prize money and trip prizes com-
mitment.

Tyler said organizers know there are sold tickels
which haven't been turned back in yet and the ticket
sales push {or the first draw will continue right up to
Saturday morning. :

Besides covering the prize money and trips, Act-
ario has raised approximately $7,000 in profit for
restoration of the old town hall.

""Actario is not something thot almost made it.
It's made it and is going ahead,"” Tyler declared.

Acton's Citizen of the Year Arlie White, who has

sold about a dozen tickets, will make the big first’ -

Free Press
goes up 5%

The single copy price of The Acton Free Press
was increased from 20 cents to 25 cents for home
delivery and at newstands publisher Don McDonald
announced today (Wedn ¥).

He said increased newsprint, productlon, labar
and distribulion costs forced the five cent a copy
increase.

Free Press carriers and dealers will receive part
of the increase.

tlome delivery of the paper will cost $1or $1.25a
month depending if there are four of five publica-
tions in the month, -

Subscriptions remain ot $12 annually.
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Good to bumper crops are predicted for Halten thls
summer. Detaills on page 10

All three of Acton's sitting councillors are running
+ inthe next etection. Turn {o psge 3.
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ches on an lijustration which wiil be pari of
new display area In Mountaberg's interpretive centre, He was hired along with
another art student Caesar Parenil io create the exhibit which depicts wildlife

in Its patural hablitat throngh the seasons,

draw for $350 cash this Saturday moming at about
11.30 a.m. in front of the Actaric booth at Family
Cleaners downtown. The Acton Citizens' Band will
be on hand Lo entertaln the crowd,

There will be 52 weekly draws for $350 and 12
monthly draws for trips valued at between $1,200
Eng.:aliﬁg'm $350 prize draw and monthl

¢ money draw and monthly
trip draw there will be weekly bonus prize draws.
Winners of cash or trips need not be present for the
draw, but bonue prize winners must be downtown.

For this Saturday’s draw there is a special bonus
prize for the cash prize winner lf he or ghe Is dovwn-
town for the draw. The cash winner will also walk
with s 12 inchblack and white TV.

."But there will be lols of other bonus prizes for
ticket holders wha are downlown. i
Tyler says most merchants have responded pos-

y clothing

itively to Actario and there wili be w
and food voucher prizes as well as vouchers {or

~ film, bowling, shoe repair, milk, cleaning and meals

out,

Another bonus this Saturday morning will be the
announcement of the destination for the first trip
draw which will be made at the end of September.,

The odds {or the {irst draw are fantastlec and In
fact will be throughout the entire 52 weeks the Act-
aric program lasts since a maximum of 1,000 tickets
will be 50ld.

Even after the first draw is over tickets will con-
tinue to be sold. Ticket prices will be reduced
monthly, not weekly, g0 at the end of September the
price will drop $8.70 and shrink by the same amount
every month through the year,

A year long Actarlo ticket costs $100 cash or
cheque or $28 plus three post-dated cheques for the
same amount,

Tyler admitted sales haven't been as high as
hoped, nor have prefits, but the Actario part is over
and every ticket sold now takes the town hall a step
closerto being saved.
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Acton High School's new principal welcomes stu-
dents back [or another year, More on page 7.

Today's paper fealures a number of wedding re-
parts on pages Béand B7,
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School bas started ngain today :nd l',u'mhe'r-l Sharon Bradiey, lefi and Donana
Raobertson of Si. Joseph's have made sare there are plenty of textbooks, notebooks
and workbooks to go around. it won't be all work and no play for Bradiey’s grade
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three god four classes and Roberiscn’s grade one class. There are pleoty of 3.
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colorful dispiays and a few games in the room, Teachers were back to school last
week throughout Acton preparing far today's coslaught of puplis, For 2 look at.
more teachers’ and schools' preparations see This Week Through The Lens, page
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Insane at the time

Mother not guilty of murder

A former Acton resident was found not gullty by
reason of inannity of the murder of her son and stab-
bing of her two other children following a trial in
lowa last week.

Gall Vukovich waa released by the court foliowing
her acquital. Mrs. Vukovich can now return te Tar-
onto and live with her parents while continuing her
psychiatric treatment.

Mrs. Yukovich was charged with first degree
murder |n connection with the stabblng death of her

‘son Michael, age 7, on October 1, 1979, She was also

charged with attempted murder for the stabblng of
her other two sons, Matthew and Jonathan. She also
stabbed hergelf. -

. The Vukovich family moved {from Acton to Cedar
Falls, Iowa, 1n August of 1979 and the stabbing incid-
ent took place on the day her husband, Dr. Joseph
Vukovich, formerly of Glenlea Medical Centre,
started work at Allen Memorial Hoapital in the ad-
jacent clty of Walerloo, Iowa.

Assistant County Attorney David Coll sald the
trial was held last Monday,

The court heard that on the night of the atabbings
Mrs, Vukovich feared a tornado was on ils way that
would destroy everyone and was worried blacka
would break into her home and hurt her chiidren,
Psychiatrists testifled Mrs. Vukovich believed the

delusions and stabbed her children to protect them.
She was sald to be so psychotic she dldn’t know right
from wrong and {ell what she dld was not only mor-
aliy and legally right but also absolutely necessary.
On Friday the judge ruled Mrs. Vukovich was not
ty of the three charges by reason of insanity and
then conducted & hearing to determine if she should
he committed to a state mental hospital.

Two psychlatrists, as well as Dr. Vukovich, testif-
ied at the hearing and it was concluded Mrs. Vuko-
vich should continue her program of treatment.

Coll said the judge agreed with witnesses. that
Mra, Vukovich isn't dangerous now and attached no
conditions to her release,

~ Forest display| Fire a rest home danger

- well underway

By Jane Maller

Mountsberg Wildlife Centre's northern forest
display has been in the planning stages for two

cars now and this summer, two art students

an making thedisplay a reality,

The display located in the main foyer of the
interpretive centre will Incorporate preserved
specimens of nocturnal wildlife set in their
natural habitats.

‘The students, Mark Craig and Caeser Parenti,
started working on the northern forest display
June 2 and empioyed through Experience '80
grants,

The palr didn't complete the J splay, which
wlil span the four seasons, but made a good start.

Creser, entering his third year at Sheridan
College In animation, Is experimenting with
materinls to glve the effect of snow. Hia cholce is
an inportant one and gs the dlsplay must atand
the test of Ume durabllity is a major con-
sideration,

Night creatures large and small will have a
place in the display. A great horned owl swoop-
Ing for the kili, a beaver in ita natural environ-
ment and a cross section of a rmole burrow on an
artificial river bank providing a good view of a
star-nosed mole.

Caesar constructed the mole’s babitat, a job
which required research into the tiny animal's
habits and environment. He discovered moles
oftenn burrow into river banks with the mouth
opening into the water. Moles can swim under
water, a point which was overlooked in the
display's original conception, but Caeser's
dﬁm alleviated the original Inaccuracies of thd

- plan.

Mark Craig Is studylng illustration at Sherldan

Eﬂtlﬁgf_ﬁnd_w_ﬂ_l be returning for his second year
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operators don’t think so

A tragic fire simllar to the one which
claimed the lives of over 20 senlor cltizens
In & Misslssauga nursing home earlier this
summer couid happen In any rest home in
Acton, a fire department official says.

Larry Brassard, Halton Hills flre preven-
tlon officer, says = tragle rest home blaze
could happen in Acton.

However, operators of a couple of local
rest homes expressed confldence that Lthey
have taken ample precautions against fire.

Brassard noled Jeanette's Home for
Senfor Citizens i3 governed by provincial
legislation while Acton Benlors idence
-and Cher Rest Home aren't. Mapleview
Lodge, RR 2 Acton, comes under Erin
Township jurisdiction.

Thefire department official said all three
rest homes in Acton have been Inspected
and some of his recommendations for all
three haven't been followed. The town can't
make them follow the fire department sug-
gestlons,

Brassard noted the town is working on o
by-law to govern rest homes and the fire

department made comments, He sald the

town needs regulations because set stan-
dards would mﬂal.:;tcir help. Rest home
regulations were urged by Acton Councillor
Terry Grubbe early this year and a by-law
Is dus back at council.

In recent interviews the operators of
Acton Senlors’ Realdence, Jeanette's Home
for Senior Citizens and Mapleview Lodge
outlined the fire safety precautions they
‘had taken even before the killer blaze in
Mississauga, A fourth rest home operator,

Travina Cherwonlak of Cher's, was invited
to comment but no statementa were forth-
coming,

Jeanette Fernandes reporis she hamn't
taken any special precautlons or added new
equipment since the big fire in Mississauga.

There was no need to, Jeanetie's rest
home was already [paded with smoke and
heat detectors. _

Eoch resident's room is equl with
heat detectors and smoking Is allowed In
just one room, the room, Seniors
must also check their supplies of cigareites
in and out with stafl.

There are smoke detectors In the dining
room, lounge and kitchen and nine fire
extinguishers, which are checked regular-
ily, spread throughout the building,

The bullding Is equiped with an Edwards
{lre alarm system which runs on eleclricity
and uihereﬁ a fault in the system a buzzer
sounds, There is also & monitor which lets
stafl know where the fire 1a immediately
when the alarm goes off.

In summer there are fire drills once &
month at Jeanettes, about every two-and-a-
half months in winter and thelocation of the
mock fire changes with every drill. The
buliding housing 40 seniors ¢an be emptied
in about flve minutes.

One day there was a real scare. The fur-
nace had just been cleaned and somehow
some smoke came out a vent, the alarm
went off and within four minutes and 40
seconds all the senlors wers In the living
room waiting lo go outside. Acton fire-
fighters were guite impressad, the operator

of the home noted,

The fire department makea regular spot
inspections of Jeannetie's and at least
every six months an inspector comes out
from Queen's Park. The alarm system l3
gerviced every six months.

Janet Booth of Acton Senlors' Residence
also expressed confidence her bullding
won't be the scene of a tragic fire.

she 8&ys her home has been rated **A-1"
ever alnce It was first Inspected by local fire
officials back in 1977. :

There are smoke detectors on every level
of the hu]]u:un? and in every room and the
elght senlors living there have been made
aware of what the {lre alarm sound is and
what they should do if they hear it.

Drills are held every three months and
the one lime the detectors sounded the sen-
for eitizens were all at the front door within
three minutes. Mrs. Booth sald it was
"“amazing."

Mapleview Lodge “follows closely' all
the recommendations of the Erin Townshlp
fire department and the seniors rest home
has been inspected several times in the past
couple of years Joan Waldje sald.

Thers are smoke detectors in bedrooms,
hallways and the living room as well as fire
hera at four strategic locations.
Twelve seniors live at Mapleview Lodge
and all are “very alert” to {ire dangers and
fire emergency procedures,
Mrs. Waldie noted the fire department
has sct r&:gletitmtntu for the building and
they have been followed. S




