Aclon Roman Cathelics have set aside Friday, Sep-
tember 5, as o apecinl doy of prayer for a new
gseparaie school here.

Last week the St. Joseph's parents’ aasociation
executlve met Tuesday and then the membership
Thursday to discuss thelr battle to have a new
Separate school bullt in Acton,

Associption president Vince Whelan said about 25
. parents attended Thursday's mecting and decided
slnce the Halton Separate School Board says securing
o new school is “out of their hands we are putting itin
God's hands." ,

Whelan sald “belng Catholie, praying for Lhe new
school means a lol." They hope either Archbishop
Paul Reding or Bishop McDonald of the Hamilton
Diocese canattend to celebrate the mass that day.

Parents are also launching a letter campaign to
Ontario Minister of Educatlon Betto Stephenson,
Whelan noted 40 lo 50 letters from parents hero
should let the minlster know firat hand thelr concerns
about having a new school and haw they feel about
sending their children to the present St. Joseph's, A
rented 100-year-old building.

Whelan sald no date has been set yet for a meeting
between board officlals and Stephenson which he and
Halton-Burlington MPP Jullan Reed will also attend.

Dlscussing what he will tell the minister, Whelan
said, he will point out the overcrowdedness at St, St.
Joseph's, the lack of proper school {acilities and the
fact Actonis being treated “second rate."

A new school {8 somethlng Acton was promised
within two vears three yecars ago and most parents

wouldn't have pulled their children out of local public
schools and enrolled them in Acton’s firat separate
gchool {f they had known they'd be stuck with the anti-
quated stone building this long, “I'm sure most
parcnts wouldn't have placed thelr childeen in St,
Joseph's If they knew then what we know now."
Parents aren't happy either that Acton doesn’t
havoe its own volce on separate school board, Acton is
ward one of the Jone seat for all of Halton Hllls at the
beard. Whelan acknowledged paren!s have even
tntked aboul putting up & candidate from here to
contest the Halton HHls seat In the municipal election
In October, but feel it would be a difficult battle
electing an Acton person to represcat Georgeiown
and Esquesing. Tho Halton Hills seat is held by
veleran trustee Hartley Sherk from Georgetown.

Acton Roman Catholics to pray for new school

Whelan sald parents would like to see some redistri-

Parents had received assurances in the past from

buticn of board seals to glve Acton a representallve  the board that a new school for Acton was the number
but that can’t be accomplished by the upcoming onepriority,

election. However, it i3 something parents will work
for before the 1982 municipal vole,

However, earller this year parents learned Aclon

was an equal number one priority with a new schea)

The enrolment of St. Joseph's has more than for Oakville when the province approved funding for
doubled in three years so parents fec] Acton “isinthe  that new school and not Acton, The province has slnce
big leagues now so we shouldn't be treated second revealed Acton docsn't meel its eriterin for new
i | school funding, but funding will be reviewed again

Whelan sald if a new sehool were bullt Acton would  this fall.

have an even higher scparate school population slnce

Parents have mel with the board regarding this

there is a long waiting kst for the present St.  jsgye and the board will hold its regular meeting here

Joseph's. tonight {Wednesday) In the gym at Robert Little
“We (eel Acton Is being overlooked and now is the  School, there isn't a room large encugh in St
time {o stand up and be counted.” Joseph’s for a public meeting.
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It was Christmas in August last Wedneaday at the Acton Library and Mary
Keklc delighted children with her authentic St. Nlcholas costume. 8t, Nick also
judged the bathing sult competition and these aresome of the top contenders for
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atead, {the winoer) Bhelley Donstan and Cynthla Donstan.
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" Acton and Esquesing will each have their awn
representatives on Halton Board of Education after
the next municlpal election.

Monday it was revealed at Halton Hills council
that becouse of assessment redistribution
throughout Halton, Burlington will lose one seat and
Haliton Hills gains a new seat.

Late last week Oakville was going to get the new
seat and the town was going to appeal the eletrks’ of
Halton: decision to county court, but Monday Oak-
ville backed off and allowed Halton Hills to gain the
exlira seat. ' i

Council debated which ward would gain the extra
geal for considerable time belore deciding Acton
{ward one} should have Its own representative,

esing (ward two} would have a separate seat
and there would be a single seat for Georgetown
(wards three and four).

On the current board wards one and two have a
single seat, held by Betty Fisher, and wards three
and four have a single seat,

Clerk-administrator Ken Rlchardson presented
both assessment and population figures for all four
wards, but that didn't really help council decide
which ward whould get the new seat.

Betty Fisher will run for the new Acton sesl on
Halton Board of Education in the October municipal
election.

Fisher, who lives In Georgetown, currently

ts both Acton and Esquesing at the board
but wards one and two will become separate seats
with the next election.
She said ahe i3 announcing her candidacy quite

El

Figures showed assessment and population just
about even for wards one and two combined and
wards three and four combined. Richardson
suggested either wards one and two should each
have thelr own voice at school board or wards three
and four should each have an additional
representative at board. He noted ward two i3 a
large geographic area for one person to represent in
conjunction with Acton and thnat could be a con-
sideration.

Councllior Marilyn Serjeantson observed since
muost of the future growth would likely be in George-
town then that was where the sept should go.

Since assessment and population couidn’t be used
{o decide where the seat should go Mayor Peter
Pomeroy said he consulted the two present Halton
Hills trustees, He reported Georgetown trustec
Barry Sheppard thought cne representative [or
Georgelown was fine so the mayor suggested a seat
for Acton and a seatfor Esquesing.

ing councillor Pat Palterson urged
Georgetown have the extra trustee. He noted there
are five publlc schools in Esquesing with about 1,060
puplls, Georgetown has six elementary scholls with
2,800 puplls and a high school of 2,000 students, He

Fisher opts for Acton seat

early so everyone will know where she stands,

She sald she was a little "stunned” following
Halton Hills council’s decision Monday night to split
her present seat mow that the town has a third
representative at the board.

Figher sald it was o tough decislon picking a ward
to give up, “'like choosing between two children,”
but announced Tuesday momning her cholce was to
run in Acton.

She observed when you represent Esquesing you
work lo conjunction with both Gegrgetown and
Milton trustees because students from ward two go
to school in those {owns, as well as Acton. The ward
two representatives job is shared with others,
Fisher explained.

Acton on the other hand has just a single voice,
which meana the Job carries heavy responsibilities.
“¥ou really dig into your Acton work."’

She said she feels she has made gains and ac-

camplished things for Esquesing but the bulk of her

work has been In Acton. Fisher said she is only half
way through the various education improvements
she wanis to see made for Acton and wants to
complets the job here she han started, *'I like to do
things from A 10 Z, not A to M. My heart is in Ac-
tﬂn.‘ll

Fiaber sald she realizes not being a resident of
Acton has a bearing on the situation, but she didn't
live in Esquesing either. In the lrst election she
chose not to run in Georgetown but Acton-Esquesing
and this time chooses to run in Acton because that's
where sho wants to place her efforts.

Acton-Esquesing board seat
split so both wards have reps

noted many Esquesing students go to Georgetown
schools. On the gther hand Acton has just three
schools of 1,270 pupils and a high school with 690
students, Patterson felt with so many more students
going to Georgetown schools the new seat must goto
Georgetown. .

However, where the students live, not which
gchool they go to, was the key consideration
Counclllor Ross Knechtel observed. _ '

Fisher told councll Esquesing students go i
Acton, Georgetown and Milton high schools.

Pomeroy stated If there is residential growth in
Georgetown then assessment would change so
Georgetown would likely get another seat then. He
pointed out the new seat could be shifted to another
ward in the (uture.

. Taxpayers would feel “more comfortable” if
Acton and Esquesing each had thelr own seals on
achool baard, Councillor Russ Miller suggested.
Urban and rural schoal concerns can be quite dif-
ferent, even Uf a rural student goes to a schoal in
Acton or Georgetown, so Esquesing should receive
the new zeat, Councillor George Maltby declared.

fimport quotas
welcomed help

Acton’s largest leather {irm, Beardmore,
welcomes the recent federal government decisien to
extend the import quotas on footwear for another
year,

In a recent interview Beardmore president Peter
Dunham sald he was pleased to see Ottawa extend
the import quotas for a year past the current
November 30 expiry date, Quolas were put in place
three years ago. g

He iz even more delighted to see the Anti-
Dumping Tribunal will again probe the impact of
imports on the Canadian feolwear industry. The
investigation is io be completed by next January
and will lead to a federal footwear Impart policy.

At the same (ime glove manufactures in Acton
and area are eagerly awailing word on extension of
glove import quolas. !

Back in 1976 Canada was snowed under with
imported shoes [rom low wage countries sp the
following year, in response Lo concerns of Canadion
shoo manufacturers and tanners, the federal

government imposed quotas onlmports.

Dunham noted Conadlan shoe manufacturers,
Beardmore's biggest customers, aren't looking for
government {inancial ald, only measures tocreatea
ciimate in which they can compete. “We're all for
{ree trade, but we want everyone the world over o
play by the same rules.” So far that hasn't hap-
pened with some European, South American and
Aslan nations nof playing ball.

The first Antl-Dumping Tribunal lo examine the
shoe [ndustry and tanneries was charged with
determining If the industry had been “rmaterially
hurt” by dumping. It found the Canadian industry
had been severely damaged by dumping of imports
g0 the government decided lo impose quotas f(or
Lthree years.

The limit is 32.5 milllen pairs of imported shoes,
hardly a severe blow for producing notions or im-
porters since that works out to about one-and-a-half
pairs of shoes per capita. The quotas didn't really
restrict trade because the Canadian consumer buys
fust marginally over three pairs of shoes per capita
a year, It left very little for the domestic market,
but it was an improvement and the Industry was
delighted with the opportunity to prove it could
compete, both in quality and price, with the im-
poris,

However, there was a gigantic loophole. There
was no restriction on canvas footwear. The industry
and government thought that meant there was no
restriction onimportatlon of running shoes.

The importers didn't see it that way.

They jumped on the loophole and filled it with
men's and women's shoes castal, dress shoes and
sandals made from canvas. They '‘circumvented
the intent'’ of the rules. On top of the $2.5 million
pairs of shoes imported under the quotas ancther
12,5 milllon pairs came onto the Canadian retail
market through the canvas loephole.

Tenners, shoe manuwfacturers and unlons went
back to the government eéarlier this year and
pointed to the loophole and noted quotas hadn’t been
applied as intended.

They asked for a {ive year extension of the quotas
ond & redefinition of the canvas exemption lo plug
the loophole. g

What they got was a one year quotia extension and
another Anti-Dumping Tribunal which will probe

- and moke recommendations to Ottawa which will

result in a footwear import policy.

While many firms have modernized and added
new equipment updating isn't complete, some firms
are intreducing computers and all the technology
isn'tin place yet. They need more time, the one year
extenslon and hopefully the new palicy will give
them them that time,

The tanning and shoe manufacturing induslries

have become pretty sophisticated in the past few
years ond are convinced they can compete if the
game is fair, especlally since wages have shot up in
Third World ond other countries, Canada used to
compete world-wide in footwear markets and can
agaln, Dunham says, if the government creates the
right climate for them.
. However, so far quolas haven't proved beneficial |
enough, In fact, despite quolas imports have in-
creased nnd domestic sales have decreased. For the
past year Beardmare has been running below capa-
clly. Production at all Canadian Tanneries was
down 25 per cent last yeor and slumped 35 per cent
in the first three months of 1880.

Dunham believes the new government review will
produce positive results, The Anti-Dumping Tribu-
nal will listen to both domestic manufacturers and
tanners as well as imporiers and decide if the Im-
porters have B valid case. Last time they sided with

‘the domestic manufacturers and Dunham expects

they will again, ""Do we want to lose 25,000 jobs?'' he

_ asks.

No question, a positive government policy, will
inevitably help Beardmore 50 Dunhom is “‘op-
timistic.”” He says Ottawa says it doesn't view the
Canadian leather and shoe industries as being
expendahle. '

Cn the glove front Frank Geng, Superior
Glove, says manufacturers made briefs to the
Textile and Clothing Board in the spring and their
recommendations will go to cabinet spon. -

Glove import quotas expire in the fall of 1981 and a
two year extenslton has been requested. There have
been problems with glove import quotas too. Thirty
to 40 per cent more work gloves were imported
dugleng the past couple of years than were supposed
to be,

But Geng and other area leather firms have said
quotas did help somewhat. With wages and raw
materials coats going up overseas it has become a
little easier for Canadinn [irms to compete.

Councillor Terry Grubbe wants garbage bins at
the sewage plant. Details on page 2.

Churchill Road North residents wlll toke their
case for atop signs to councll next month. Turn to
page7.

How would you Like your ateak done? Chef Ted

Tyler primes the winners of the
Actario early bird draw for the entree of their gourmet meak enjoyed beside

B LA B
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Fairy Lake 1ast Wednesday nIgbt, The lucky diners were Doug and Lena Mason

Cim L e nl e ; Fiid
and Bernie and Carolyn Freuler.
delicious meal. More on Actarioon page 5.
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my Tyler and Kathy Sanford served the
Photo by GORD MURRAY



