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Jennifer Barr

If it weren't for Josef Drﬂnmrs Rﬂﬂkwnod Aca-
demy would be just another stone house with
(probably} a clapboard addition.

It took JJJSE'I'E sense of history and his love for

| the continuation of that history to restore the

Academy to its original form.

Over a hundred years (1850) ago the Rockwood
Academy was established by William Wetherald
a Quaker minister who established a boys’ school
in the tradition of his religion.

The huge stone boilding erccted on the gut-
skirts of Rockwood served as a school for 36
years and was then tumned into & private resid-
ence.

Joesef, known as Joe to his friends, came to
Quebec frem Belgium in the early 1950s. At the
lime he was studying to be n priest end planned
to return to seminary after his parents and large
family of brothers and sisters gel settled.

But Joe wasn't destined to be a priest, he was
already asking questions his religion couldn't
answer and was developing the free, very nat-

‘ ural, philesophy by which his life has been

dane activities as shipping pigs and trucking
feed. Always fascinated by the Gordon residence
on Main Street South in Rockwood, Jo¢ found
himself picking up a load of pigs with Jim Milne
from the barns in the rear one day. He had seen
the place in a dream and found himself caught up
in a dreamlike sequence.

When he approached the owner for a teurof the
house, he casually asked if the 80-year-old man
hatl cver thought of selling. Funny thing he
should ask, the owner replied, just three weeks

‘No flnancing 1111 1978
Joe found himself the owner of the once fam-
ous Rockwood Academy, now down to two star-
ies from the original three. A previous owner had
filled in the back to the level of the second floor in
order to cut down on heating costs,

years yet.

Since 1978 Joe has had the umbrella and fin-
anclal assistance of the Ontaric Heritage Foung-
ation. The Foundation agreed to restore the vital
parts of the building in return {or the right to pro-
tect the historial attributes of the Academy.

“I'm delighted, I don’t feel so alone anymore,"”
soys Joe.

Up until that time, Joe had only his earnings
frem his art to finance the restoration, contrary
to public beliel that the work was being financed
by grants. Even though Joe has willed the Aca-
demy to Canada after his death, financially he
was tolally alone {or 18 years. The pressure to
complete the massive reconstruction program
while attempting to continue his work as a scul-
ptor turned Josef Into something of a hermit,
turning away hoards of visitors who thought the
Academy was a publlc institution.

He says he regrels the necessity to werk so
hard at the expense of friendships but he is a
man with a mission. In nctuality, most people

. who number themselves among his friends find
him extremely hospitable and very proud to
show off his beloved Academy, taking time for o
talk and cofiee,

Expo winner

As o sculptor, Joe lcapt rapldly te inter-
national’ fame when he won the Canadian com-
petitlon to provide the sculpture far Expo, Can-
adn’s world's fair in 1967. Beating out 14 other
entrants with his medleual figures put Joe's
name on everyones' lips. The [inanclal rewards
were immedlately poured into the Academy.

Bescribing his Expa sculpture, Joe chua:kles
"It was a blg bizarre thing."

hiimrly of William Wetherald, his family and his
school.

A large portrait of the founder placed in the
Academy's entrance hall, (ills the visitor with
awe when he finds himself looking at the face of
Yosef Drenters in Quoker garb. Joe says he's not
really aware of any likeness but the resemblance
of the twe certainly stirs latent baliefs in re-in-
carnation.

When Yosef delves into history, he delves. He
has visited all the Wetherald's early residences,

The building began to take shape os Joe care-
fully, piece by piece, took ench room back to the
original and scoured the arca fer antiques fitting
the middle 19th century time slat. In his travels
he absorbed conslderable history of Rockwood

careful attentlon to historical detail, the Aca-

demy is no museum refurnished exactly, such as

iuhli: restoratlons lixe Black Creck Pioneer Vil-
ge

The Academy s foremost a home and strong
evidence of Joe's sensitivity to atmosphere is al)
aver the house, Although monastic in flavor, the
hoouse is abvipusly the home of an artist wha en-
joys the delights of the senses, Classleal music is
always played on the stereo, coffee cups dot
tables, European statues and some of Joe's own
-work ignore visitora f[rom nlches,

The enormous task of removing the in-filling
from the rear of the bullding and restoring the
original first flogr Is now complete. Therear is a
delight of lzndscaping, paving paths, herbs and
Victorlan rose gardens. The recently restored
gymnaslum [s a welcoming room instead of a
storeroom for Joe's colleclion of century old
agricultural implements as it was not so long
ago.

The additlon of a chapel in keeplng with the
architecture is Joo's only departure from the ori-
ginai, He wanted a place for meditation so he
spent 14 years gathering old stones and started to
place them one on top of another until the chapel
appeared.

Fullcircle

To talk of the Acandemy would take a book—to
talk of the man, Josef Drenters, would take a ser-

jes,
I've never before tnet A man such as Joe who

has the face of a priest, the mind of a saint and
the body of a lumberjack. Sometimes hla vocab-
wlary matches his body!

Although consldered an academle in some
areas, Joa Drenters is a confirmed realist. A stu-
dent of history he nevertheless [5 very much a
part of today—"1love hig cars",

“"There's a great danger in belng [dealiatic—a
selfl peril—you forget about your own survival
when you pursue knowledge and history—it can
be addictive,*”

Joe values hls freedom above all. **Man should
make himself free, that’s what |t"s all about."

Hoexplatns his early years trained in classical
study under the rigours of monastie discipline
encournged him in this philosophy.

One gets the feellng Joe is an histerian first
and an artist as & means to an end. He has the
sowl of an artlst and says he loves to live art.
"'It's the executlon that hurts "

“Spiriteatly experlenclng it 1s beautiful but
physlcally (producing the art} it always [olls
short of the tdea.”

Josef's goal with his restoratlon ig to return the
Academy to its original purpose, that of furth-
tring education. He's not clear how this will be
accoemplished but wants the bullding opened
evenlually for a schag]—Ml] cirele.

Jogef Direnters (s one of thoso rare human he—1

Ings who seems completely happy and at one
with his misston in life, Knowing him is a pleas-
ure and I'm glad 1 do.

Josef Drenh-.h! wlth ﬂﬂckwn-nd ﬂcndemr founder
Willlam Wetherald, in porirail.

- Town of

GYMNASTIC CLUB
TRY-QUTS

The Halten Hills Jills Gymnastic Club have both compatitive and pre-
competitive gymnastic programs operating from Septerber through till
June, :

SEPTEMBER 13

EG OND

* Saturday. August 23 — 10e.m.-4 p.m.
* Thuraday, August28 — 7 p.m.-8 p.m.
¢ Baturdey. August 30 — 10a.m.-4 p.m,

BOWLING RATES:

Registration Fee $2.00

* Y.B.C HanmwlsOn

The huge residence was built on very manastic and Eramosa and is now a walking local history
lines with simpte Saxon halls and dormitories on book, ! _ bl »1.50 Bowling Shoes
the top floor. But there would be much work to be The sunny schoolroom was refurbished with Practice schedules vary depending on the group, however, most gym- Juniora and Sonlora {3 gamas) $2.25 20* por palr

done before restoration that Joe had set his heart
on could be accomplished, The weork, although

\h nearing mmpieuan. wlli not be done for many

school desks, old toys and many of the writings of
William Wetherald ina glass display case.
However, despite Joe's love of antiques and

Fate of trees

Regiunnl Puhlic Works

Im prﬂvements to High-

Committee {3 concerned way 25 from 401 In-

over the number of trees

to be destroyed by the section at 5 Sideroad are

Mirnistry of Transporta-

not currently included in

tion and Communlca- MTC's five-year plan but
tion’s prellminary deslgn  the Ministry is hopeful
plans for the reconstrue. provisions can be made

terchange to the jnter-

a worry

design ma sted in
Regional &unﬂr{’ | Cham-

hr.-rs olong with Indica-
tions of trees to be
destroyed by the
reconsiruction.

Approval of the MTC
plan was deferred (o

The try-outs are open to any interestod girts ag® 5 and over.

Please come drossed in gym suit or shorts and a T-shirt

nasts will practice 1 wesknight and either Saturday or Sunday.

AGE DIVISIONS:

Bantarms NOT 11 Yoars of Age Docember 31/80
Juniors  NOT 14 Yoeers of Ago December 33/80

Seniors  NOT 18 Years of Age Decamber 31/80

ODLAND
15 YOUR LAND

another meeting where
calculations of tree

for their inclusion.

tion of Highway 25.
Public Works Com-

Committee members

"f‘oomA'"Nl

available, M A I'H-LET e

viewed the proposed mittee Chalrman Ron destruction would be
W suggested

deslgn a meeting Planche

at  Halton Reglonal

suseum Wednesday and
“CARPETING & FLODRING SPECIALISTS”

Prices effectve August 20, 21, 22, Z380.
We meserve o rght to limit quanttios.

Fresh Ontario Pork

shoulder roast

99 b
butt roast

1.09
;;:I;T;her or butt pork chOps_____1 19 ..
5-61b. averago  Roady-to-Servo 199,
159

1.09 »
1.79
59 vk
1.29

noted the plans Included
no indicatlon as to the
number of trees the road
improvement design
would eliminate,
Reconstruction will
beign at Highway 401 at
Milton and continue
north to Acton including
the addition of o lruck
climbing lane on Lhe
Escarpment.

THE ACTON
FREE PRESS
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York smiooth or crunchy 500 g Cloner Leaf chunk 6. oz

peanut butter | light tuna

.29 1.09

NO NAME 24 o2 msp strawb. or
mrgu rr:-.nm'm.l ack: wath [Ithn

Black Damond singles 250 .
Canadan process

cheese slices

Second Class Mall
. Posta! Registration
MNumber — 0515

Maple Leaf

picnic style pork shoulders

3-4 b, average

Maople Leaf _
$.p. cottage rolis
B-B-QReady bresst quarters wing on and legs back attached

fresh chicken parts

Maple Leaf 500 g pkg

side bacon

Maple Loat 175 g pkg. ossorted popular varietios

luncheon meat_____

Schneider's 500 g pkg.

beef stea ketta

STt &0 oe

FROZEN FOGOS

Fam House st flav. 12 oz trozen

~Cream pie

Camabon 2 1. trozen hash brown

potatoes

hiner frozen turbot fish 1 79 H:ghl:ru:-r frﬂ:'_'En in batter
S&GKS 14 0z. K 1102, l

FRESH PRODUCE . .. arrives daily at
the lowest possible prices!!

Conado whito Faodland coffoa Aylmer 180z jar Suddon Beauty reg. 300 m)
: Fillﬂg_ﬂl' 128 oz. 1 .29 whitener 3o 1 ,zg sweeot groen heir spray ﬁ 179
OISTINCTIVE Meilson reg. . relish .59
( /[é//ff/ arLatiomi Cawlli: 32or.ar Siokely fancy croam Weston pig.ol 12
f//t?/fﬁﬁ{!? iced tﬂﬂ 24 oz. ¥in 1 -99 sweot mixed 9 stylo corn & 3’ 99 wiener or
; 'Il:::::;:m BEst. ' lﬂcklﬁﬂ 1 e 1 peas 00z, # h&mbl.ll'ﬁ rolls .ﬁg
cry ﬂtﬂh 4x3.6oz. 1 .39 Regina 2. pkp. Fﬂfn i 1 ga Woston  pkg.of 8
Carmay pink of white rﬂﬂdv-cl.lt _ dlﬂpﬂrﬁ 12 . - l'ﬂlpbﬂlﬂ or lemon
| Yabath bar X 1 59 mmm .79 Decor 2 roll pkg- mlhm 89
soap 140g. i 2ply toilet tissue .ﬁg ]

MNeot tube 60 g or
iction 100 mt hair

removaer

Waosion php.of 12

‘59 plain ¢ luuur * clanamon ;7 9

Champion 24 oz, jar

mustard

165 icross 2490




