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Need policy on dinners

It's time for regional council to
nail down a policy regarding din-
ners and social occasions paid for
by tax dollars,

Recently region chairman Jack
Raftis and Public Works Director
Bob Moore hosted a dinner for
about 55 pecple at Glen Abbey
Golf Club in Oakvilie, hardly one
of the more economical eating
establishments in Halton. The
tab, being picked up by the rate-
payers, is still something of a
mystery. The only official word
from region brass is over $1,000.
Some sources put it as high as
$1,600 or $1,700.

This is not the first time con-
troversy has erupted at the region
gver an expensive meal out for
staff and politicians.

Unless council looks at the issue
the problem will likely erupt
again.

This dinner was well motivated.
It was a thank you to the works
departmnent supervisors' special
efiorts to keep things running
smoothly during the recent strike
by workers.

The supervisors deserved the
thank you. They did such a good
job of keeping things running
smoothly few residents even
noticed the labor dispute.

The issue here is not just the

The first layers of the finest
dust are settling on the latest, and
at $7,000 one of the most expen-
sive, ‘documents funded by
Halton’s Board of Education con-
cerning middle schools. Unfortun-
ately the study fails to pay off with
new directions for educators.

- The most useful results from
the study have nothing to do with
the organization of schools. The
seven grand revelation is that
bigger schools are better than
smaller schools in terms of pro-

gram,

Size rather than organization
means the most concerning the
education opportunities which can
be offered to youngsters in middle
schools.

In the summary of the middle
school study there is also the
disturbing discovery that there
exists in the minds of educators
only a vague notion of what a
middle school is.

“Confusion and contradic-
tions,” states the summary,
“among standards and criteria
which characterize former Halton
middle school reports, are pro-
blems which are common in

reference to middle schools on a

wider scale, The lack of a uniform
definition of middle schools within
Halton and among educational
circles in general, is probably the
most glaring example of this

cost of the thank you dinner.

More important than the cost is
the apparent secrecy surrounding
the dinner before word leaked out
afterwards,

Two members of the works
committee complained they
didn’t know about the dinner until
after it took place, Not only was
council not informed prior to the
dinner but the committee in
charge of the works department
was also kept in the dark.

Why didn't Raftis and Moore
apprize council of the fact the
thank you bash was planned?

One can only suspect, consider-
ing the fact funds for the dinner
weren't budgeted, that the organ-
izers feared they wouldn't get cou-
ncil’s blessings,

A policy requiring approval of
council for any unbudgeted dinner
or social function costing above a
certain figure, say $200, should be
established.

Taxpayers, who are cutting
back to pay soaring taxes aren't
happy to see civil servants and
politicians feeding lushly at the
public trough.

It makes them even angrier
when they learn there are no
guidelines over feasting at the
trough they fill.

Wasted school study .

tendency.”’

That confusion refiects the var-
tety of schools in Halton which
carry the designation of middle
school. Some schools teach
Grades Six, Seven and Eight
exclusively, Others have Kinder-
garten to Grade Grade Five

- wings. Still others contain only

students in Grades Seven and

Eight.

There are a number of reasons
for this variety. The main one,
according to the paper entitled
Executive Committee Position on
Middle Scheols is ““the lack of con-
vincing research evidence that a
middle school organization
clearly resulted in superior
academic achievement, improved
pupil attitudes towards school and
learning, and improved concepts
of self-worth in the pupils of a
middle school as compared to

those same factors in a K-8
school.”

That was the extent of
knowledge prior to the most re-
cent study. Seven thousand
dollars later educators are no fur-

ther ahead. It was a waste of tax- |

payers money.

As the months pass the middle
school study will be layered with
more dust. The coating will be
uniform because no one will need
to again disturb its pages.

Our readers wrile

Appreciate publisher’s help

Don McDonald
Publisher

> O behaitofth

of the Trinity Activity Grou
would like to take this o 4 ﬁunit];* to lhfﬂlz
you very much for your time, co-operation,
the use of the bullding, the tow 1ift and
operator on the Friday, that you so
generously gave ua for our fertilizer aale

on Aprll 12.

Needless to day our sale was a great suc-
cess, and our proceeds will be used for our
Chﬁf}? rr;nwntll?nla and Ti:tad?znu -

put your heip, our fe er project
could not gc handled as easily.

Thanks again,
Gloria Coals
Fertilizer Project Convenor
Acton,

Thanks for Profiles

Jennlfer Barr: '

“Thought I would send you & small note
thanking you for your kind words ip that
wonderful write-up you gave me. You sure

can put words together, So many thanks

agaln,
Bob Stewart
Acton
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What happens if Quebec vote is Oui?

What are you going to do {f the volers of
Quebee say, “wee-wee-wee-wee” all the
way home? '

Are you going to pack everything into a
covered wagon and head west, the only
refuge any more for Angio-phonea?

Are you going to grow a beard, obtaln
some {alse papers, and slip acress the
Quebec border some dark night, to fight In
the underground? :

Or are you golng to sit on your duff, go
right on trying to take care of your own
ilfe, and let the politiclans sort out the
whole sordld scene?

[ would venture that 83 per cent of
English-speaking Canadians will choose
the third of the above alternntives,

Certainly I will. I have no intention of
fleelng into Lhe right-wing arms of Alberta,

‘o the moderately left-wing arms of

Saskatchewan, or the materialistic arms
of B.C. or Ontarlo, or the salty, slow em-

~ braceof the Marltlmes. Or even the hearty

bear-hug of the Yukon, :

I'm gonna stay home and cultivate my
own garden. It may be all weeds, but that
doesn't give me the right to point In scorn

to the wrecked care and dirty gravel that

make up my neighbor's yard.

You may have noticed that [ have not
addressed myself to the tople of Quebec
separation in the past couple of years,
except for my opening salvo, which sald,
more or less, “Let them go...no big
deal.”

I cited historlcal parallela: Britain
backing gracefully out of India, Ceylon,
Burma, and & dozen others; the French
being badly burned in Indo-China and
North Africa, where they tried to hold on
by force; the Americans trying to fight
idens with napalm and bombs in an {ll-con-
cceived and ll-fated war in Viet Nam,

And I still feel the same way. If o
majority of the people of Quebec think they
woutld be happy i they kissed the rest of
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Organizers of the annual bike lecence
sale Salurday at the police station were
disappolnted with the poor turnout,

Only 34 people showed up to renew, or
purchnse new licences, compared to al-
most 130 iast yesr. .

Halton Heglonal Police Officers Tom
Roduck and Bob Ustrizycki and civillans
Pop Maln and myself sold the licences for
$2 each, which are good for the Ifetime of
the blke, a8 compared to other yeara, when
it was rmﬂwahﬂaannuﬁ for $1.

The owners' names, serial numbers and
make and color of the bike are processed
through the Bicycle Guild in Montreal, and
{f stolen, and later found, can be traced
much the same as automobiles. _

Yvonne Courtine of RR 1 Acton won the
bike lock donated by Hame Hardware, and
An Leung Phung, of Mill St, won the glit
certificate from Stedman's,

Anyone wishing to purchase their bike
licence may do so &t the municipal olfices,
Ml St.

+ + +

Want to quite smoking? The Haltorn Lung
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the family goodbye, then let's return the
kiss, throw in a hug, and let them go. No
names, No recriminations. Just a gentle
severing of the ties, which, afler aﬁ, are
only a lttle aver n hundred yeara old, a

~mere flyspeck in the history books.

There's been o great deal of bewllder-
ment and belated sentlmentality over the
possibllity, among Engﬂah-sren]ﬂng Can-
adlrns. There's been 8 lot of aloppy soul-
gearching that resemblea nothing so much
as a rotten mother whining, after her kids
turn roiten, "*What have [ done? I always
meant the best for them.” .

*"What do they wanl? Why do they want
out?” are the pitiful cries of the compla-
cent Anglo majority.

1 know why they want out, or many of
them do. They have managed to retaln
their pride of race under two hundred
years of subservience and second-class
citizenship.

Why did the Irish want out of the British
Emplre? Why did the Indo-Chinese want
out [rom under the benevelent rule of
France? Why did the Phillppines, and now
the Canal Zone, want to kick out the
Yanks?

Yep. Many, many French-Canadlans
volunteered and served loyally and
gallantly, in World War II. Know what
they were called, almost invarlably?
Frenchy! With condescension.

I was at a “bilingunl"’ newspaper con-
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Associntion wants to help you, A With-
drawal clinic is planned for May 26 to 30 ot
Sheridan College in Oakvllle, from 7:30 to
9:30 p.m. To registér call 827-7973,

+ + +

Anyone who has seen me lately will pro-
bably wonder why my ¢yellds are reaching
my knees. It'a lack of sleep. I miss my
quiet rural llving of Norval.

Those who don't have a hankering for
country music should take a drive out any-
way. The only thing I like about a country
music song is when it Is over, Howover, a
few years back I snt through slx long hours
of a speclal Grand Ole Opry Christmas
spectal In Nashville. The tickets were a
gift [rom my mother, the trip was on our
way to Florlda, and the whole idea was a
big bore. However, 1 was [ascinated. To
actually see the greals like Johnny Cash,
June Carter, Mel Tillis, Hank Snow, Marty
Robbins, Tammy Wnette, and many,
many more was one of the beat conceris I
have ever been at. And to think, you can
gnya thedrive to Tennessee by secing it all
(or o lot of it} in Campbellville.

Since moving to Aclon | have not had one
decent night's aleep. I just can't sleep
without a street light shining in my eyes,
or gravel trucka byrrelling down the road
ot oll houra of the night.

I miss them blaring thelr horns if they
should hnggen to reach my house and still
have a red light. (They honk thelr loud
horns o warn oncoming tralflc rather than
ainpping}.

I con’t sleep without cars stopplng in
front of my house at the stop light with

 nalism of the Church, exposed
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vention a couple of decades ago, in
Quebec. The anncuncements were made
first in English. Then, when they were re-
peated in French, the maialy English-
speaking aditors were gll babbling away,
drowning out the French. This is the sort of
thing that creates fury among proud
people.

Quebec is one of the mosl vibrant and
lively sociclies in the western world. Iis
residents have kicked out the iron pater-
and
scorened {la corrup! politiclans, It has pro-
duced more in art and music and writing,
proporiionately, than all the rest of
Canada, in the past decades.

It has also sent wise men, and a few
fools, to Oitawa. Rene Levesque I5 no Idi
Amin, a buffoon leading clowns. The pro-
i"m? has vn.uf}umrmtiunnl rmmm : Its
enders are no u rochial poli-
ticlans, but mmuigfe:f. f:?:-l;aeemg, npﬁrr-
tunistic maybe, but tough, practical men
and women. You can't toss all that aslde
with a few senlimental platitudes about
one-caountry.

On the other hand, many, many Quebe-
cols don't want to leave the family. I'm
more worried about Quebec being torn in
two than about Canada breaking asunder.

Two years ago, on a bus tour, in France,
a lady from Montreal who spoke little
English, told me vehemently, "1 no
Pequlste, Rene Levesque win, I go Ottawa.
Take my business.”

Agaln, it's like a family. We've all been
brought up, Including the people of
Quebec, to the iden that we are one, that
we atretch from sea to sea, that we are
“different’ from the Yanks and the Brits,
and the French.

in a famlily, some are willing to see one
go. “He's a bum, a drunk. She's o trollop, a
tramp.” But at the least signof reformor a
change of heart ot hablls, the outaider s
welcomed back, smothered wilh kisses. So
may it be this time.

P e B e S e
of the hit Hmradm And on a Saturday night,
I keep walting for the patrons of the neigh-
borhood hotel to fall against my door In a
drunken stupor, -

Iguess I'll get uso to no light in my eyes,
the quietness of a urban slreet, no street
light stopping traffic, and no drunks. In the
mcantlme—aninnn got any sleeping pills!

o S ¢

‘Ihlnﬁ aren’t the same around the Free
Presa lately, since headllne setter Oral
Norton retired Iast week,

Orel was with the company for 17 years,
working hard, providing an Inspiration for
all. Her absence has Jelt an empty seat in
her corner of the ¢composing room, but has
left even emptler areas in all our hearts as
we {ry to get along without her.

- Enjoy your retirement Oral. And do us
all a favor—sleep in on Mondays.
+ + 4+

Iscbele Weaver, of Haollon Hills, was
one of 171 delegatea elected at reglon con-
ventions, who attended the 32nd annual
Canadian Baha'i convention in Vancouver
recently.

Discussed at the conventlon was the
drive for further deversification ond the
recirrence of ecution of Baha'ls In
Iran where the falth was founded 137 years
ngo.

+= 4

A 4-H Achicvement Night was held In
Milton recently with many area residenls
recelving awards.

Homema ¢lub awards for com-
ﬁlatlng six projecits went to Susan Auty,

assagaweya; Christine , Ballina-
fad, and Tammy Hunter, Dublin North 1,
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ISsues

10 years ago

Taken from the lssue of
The Acton Free Press
Wednesday, May 27, 1970

in a focelo-face confrontation, Acten

Chamber of Commerce charged that the

r policles of counci] had cost Lhe town
ndustries and revenue this year. John
Shadbolt and the Chamber executive feel
there is a lack of progress in the industrial
park. Mayor Les Duby said the delegation
wos ill-informed on some mallers,

Excavating began Monday for the first
industry in the park, Acton Box Company,
Frank Unterahrer had been located in the
bullding on No. 7 highway, formerly Don
Timmings® dairy.

Yera Denny and David Scott received BA
degrees. Tom McKeown received his B, Sc.
degree.

A group of five boys including Chris
Schuts, John Hansen, Scott Somerville,
Joey Schuts and Bernie Taylor was the firat
Acton contingent to complete the 32-mile
waikathon that raised $6,000 for the Ontario
Farm Home for the Deaf at Milton.

Miss Fern Small recelved & gift from her
CGIT girls at the Mother ond Daughter
banguet. She is lecaving Acton.

20 years ago

Taken from the lssue of
The Acton Free Press
Thursday, May 18, 1980

Tony Seynuck brought in the biggest gas
well of his career Tuesday morning and it is
eslimaled to produce 1,000,000 cuble feet of
gos. The well is on the farm of Bill Thomp-
son in Trofalgar township. This Is well No.
33 for Mr. Seynuck. Over 50 spectators were
ifluminated by great rushes of burning gas
from the top of the 58 foot tower. He storted
his career In 1929 when he spent six years
drilling his first well,

Mrs. W. Finley was re-clected Leglon
Auxiliaries’ zone commander during the
zone rally here,

Nell, 2 19-yenr-cld Belgian mare, knows
her way all around her route with Masales
Dalry wagon. She has rarely mlssed a trlp
in 14 years.

Reception was slaged by Lakeside
chapler IODE for 57 new Canadians after
they recelved their citizenship papers at
Milton court house.

susan Wilson was the Rotary spanosred
student for Adventure In Citizenship in
Ottawa thls year. She received her
citizenship papers from the Hon. Ellen
Fairclough. :

Parks board engaged W. Roszel as gate
altendant and Ruth Landsboreugh as
hWading pool attendant at the rate of $1 an

our.

The St. John Ambuwance Brigade under
Superintendent Bob Hart Is holding courses
each day for Save-n-Life week.

50 years ago

Taken from the isaue of
The Acton Free Press

; Thursday, May 22, 18530

A record crowd was In altendance at the
third annual Musie Festlval in Mliton and
considerable improvement waa noted.
Acton cholr, direeted by Mrs. M.R. Moore,
placed second.

The Duke of Devonshire chapter will hold
their annual Emplre Day concert in the
town hall,

Rev. HL. Bennte was inducted as the

stor of the Presbyterien church, with a

nquet served to the congregatlon by the
ladies of the church afterward. The house-
hold effects arrived from Halifax this week.
Mr. and Mrs. Bennle and their two chlidren
motored from Nova Scotla.

There was o splendld attendance at the
annual meeting of the Amateur Athlelic
Club. Every feature showed progress. The
Hockey Club hed a most successful seasaon.
G.T. Beardmore was re-elecled president
and W.K. Graham vice-president.

Messes. Guild and Ayles erected a new
gorage {n Rockwood to accommodate thelr
many patrons on the highway.

Messes. A T. Brown and Emest Coles
attended the convention and banquet of
radle deplers at the Roya! York, Toronto.

100 years ago

Taken [rom the Isaue of
The Acton Free Press
of Thuraday, May 20, 1880.

Now that the Credit Valley rallway car-
ries mall, the people of Nassagaweya ex-
pect lo get the Milton newspapers on Thurs-
day instead of Friday as formerly.

In the summer not only do cows play
havoe with gardens in the village, but they
maoke the slde walks in a shocking dirty

-conditlon. The council would have Lhe

thanks of the majority of ratepayers if they
would have carried out the by law pro-
hiblting cowa [rom roaming the streets,

Council approved paylng the sum of fif-
teen dollars to the band to pay for the
erection of a band stand,

Don't invest In fire-crackers, or you may
be arrested for firing them. Council are
bound to put down the nulsance.

A runaway on Mill St. Sunday voused
considerable excitment. One of the occup-
ants - a lady - jumped out of the buggy and
was badly bruised. The driver was a
strangcr. :




