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This year is the 75th
anniveranry of the found-

FET ks aprn

Rotary sponsors show

as part of 25th birthday _

ing of Rotary Clubs, and
the 25th nnniversur}r of
the Georgetown Club,

The first Hotary Club
was orgnnlzed in Chicago
in 1905, ond became
internatlonal with the
establishment of the first
Rotary Club in Canada
five years later. Now
18,34t Rotary Clubs, with
¢} membership of 853,000
covet cauntries,
Appro riulely the name
was derived from the
firat group meeting in
rotatlon at their places of
business,

On March 7, 1955 the
Georgetown  Club  re-
ceived its charter which
was presented lo John
Gunn the Charter Pres-
ident. Twenty-five years
later he |s still o Rolarian
as are charier members
Hob Burns and Bud Bi
shop.

A project begun the
lirst year, the annual
Senior Citizens Dinner,
honoring the older re-
gidents of the area, con-
tinues to this day, but
now is being held at
Thanksgiving rather
than the original Christ-
mas period.

From almost the
beginning the local club,
as a member of the Ont-
ario Crippled Children's
Society, has particlpated
in the annual Easler
Scals Campaign and has
administered funds con-

tributed so generously by
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Rex Heslop and Bob Gougeon of Georgelown Rolary {‘Iuh-grur up for Yndusiry '80.

the citizens of the com-
munity.

In kecping with RI
faims, the club has also
participated in internot-
lonal projects. I con-
tributes to the Rolary
Foundation which offers
post gradunte fellowships
{o students throughout
the world for study in
countrics other than their
own. It was been host to a
student (Hal Porter)
from Belgiym In a Stu-
dent Exchange Progrom
and in iurn sent o
Georgetown Hlgh School

Open the door. . .
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student for o yerr's study
in Holland. Last January,
(1979 Marilyn Thorne
traveiled to Brazil under
the samc program. The
Cicb is presemly in-
terviewing local high
school studenis to part-
icipate in yet another
phise in the coming year.

The club has taken part
In Group study exchange
programs on several pro-
grams on scveral oc-
caajons. In this program,
young business and pro-
fessional men travel as a
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8ix man team 1o ancther
country to study ils cus-
toms and operations. The
club f1as been honored by
having local men Paul
Armstrong and  John
McDonald represent

(Gzeorgetown on two of:

these projects, one Lo
Australia ond one to
Israel.

Another international
project nwas ‘Heifers to
Haitl’. The club part-
icipated in the District
707 scheme to provide
purcbred livestock to

by b
.
¥
|
. o

. -l’-i..fnl ki

L%
o
:‘“I LT TN
T
kv

& ML e
v

il
help upgrade the Haltion
agricultural programs.

Cluh members also act
collectively ns a foster
parent to a Peruvian
child.

Locally, the club has
been invelved in 8 num-
her al projects. 1ts youth
service program has in-
cluded support of minor
hockey, provision of high
school scholarships,
sending a high schoo! stu-
dent {0 the annual
‘Adventure in  Citizen-
ship’ project of the Rot-
ary Club of Ottawa.
Former Prime Minister
Joe Clark's first visit to
Ottawa was made as an
'Adventurer’. The club
has helped Lo establish a
business warkweek
scheme {or students in
the commercial de
partment at GDHS. It has
sponsored, o safety
graom in the pu luz
schools, in c¢onjunction
with the potice depart-
ment.

Through funds ralsed
by its nnnunl Skatathon,
ithe Club contributed
funds to help equip the
new  Gordon  Alcott
Arena. It led the way in
the f[und drlve to re-
novate the alder Mem-
orial] Arena bullding.
Some projects nol only
raised cash but also con-
tributed culturally. The
Rotary shows which were
produced annually for
several years acted as
showeases for local art-
ists and talent. Before the
advent of the Georgetown
Choral Soclety, the Rot-
ary shows provided an
outlet for those who en-
joyed choral ainging
apart from church work.
Under the direction of the
late Kenneth R. Har-
rison, and Rotarlan
Ralph Ursel the Rotary
chorus reached a high
standard of per- |
formance.

Georgetown Hotarians
were largely responsible
for spearheading a feas-
ibllity study (or a cultural
centre, which has been
adopled by the town. An
architect has been hired
and the plans are now be-
ing examined by the
Bullding Commitiee,
with Retarlan Rex Hes-
lop, who headed the study
committee, also serving
on the hui]:ling com-
mittee,

This month the club Is
sponsoring Indusiry ‘8o,




