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Sprackman tactic not new

Plaza developer Gerry Sprack-
man has demonstrated he isn't a
good corporate citizen of Acton.

Sprackman builds plazas
throughout Ontario and wants to
build one, containing a Zehrs
supermarket and five other
stores, on the east side of Acton.

Citing planning reasons Halton
Hills council rejected Sprack-
man'’s proposal, despite the fact
the developer showed there is con-
siderable public support here for
a plaza.

His next step was to take the is-
sue to the Ontario Municipal
Board, a justifiable move.

While it may be a somewhat

costly, time consuming method of
settling a dispute between a dev-
eloper and municipality that 1s
what the OMB is for. It exists to
ensure municipaiities, develops
and citizens all have the chance to
voice their points of view before
an impartial body. It ensures

everyone is treated fairly and

hopefully good planning is the re-
suit.

However, regardless of which
side of the issue you support, all
Acton should be disturbed by the
latest development in the battle.

Halton Hills council has rezoned
aboul 70 acres of rural land for in-
dustrial development north of the
CNR tracks and west of Highway
25. It will add more industrial land
to Acton and could be important in
attracting new firms here.

Sprackman has asked for an
OMB hearing on this item too.

It means it will be some time be-
fore the rezoning can be approved
by the province and the develop-
ment of the property can proceed.

During this delay countless
firms which might like to locate in

such an industrial development

will set upshop elsewhere,
Sprackman is opposing the

" industrial development on the

grounds sewage capacity he
needs for the plaza may be eaten
up by the new industries.

This seems unlikely.

If Sprackman’s decision is the
start of a pattern he will oppose
every major development in
Acton until the question of his
development is settled.

It is not a new tactic. it is a fav-
orite of many developers and they
employ it in many towns. It is also
perfectiy legal and Sprackman is
well within his rights.

He is in effect telling the mun-
icipality he'll prevent any
development and halt progress
until such time as the town fathers
view his project more favorably.

It could be years before the in-
dustrial land is rezoned or the
issue of the plaza is settled.

While this tactic is legal it is far
from fair.

There is no gquestion Acton
badly needs more industry and in
the present economic climate 1s
difficult to attract firms here,
While there is unused industrial
land in the town the industrial
development Sprackman has op-
posed is still needed. The more op-
tions the town can offer a firm the
more likely it is manufacturers
will choose Acton.

Sprackman has demonstrated
he doesn't care about Acton or the
town’s future. Acton is just a
place where he can make a profit
by building a plaza.

This move could well errod
some of the support he has re-
ceived from citizens for his pro-

posal.

Pilutti donation significant

Is Halton Hills becoming one

town, other than just at the pol-

itical level?

The donation of $200 to the
Acton town hall restoration fund
by Georgetown developer Al
Pilutti is a hint that Halton Hills
might just become something
more than a political unit in the
years ahead.

For this reason Pilutti's
generous contribution is far more
significant than just a $200
donation to town hall fund.

“We're one town and I'd like to
show it, and hope others will fol-
low suit,” Pilutti declared in mak-
ing his donation. He feels it is time
more people in the larger urban
partner in Halton Hills showed an
interest in Acton. S

He is correct. It is time for peo-
ple in both urban areas of Halton

Hills to take a greater interest in’

activities in each other’s com-
munities.

This is not to say Acton should
give up the fight to maintain its
own identity.

But that can be done at the
same time strong bonds are built
between areas in the
amalgamated municipality.

Halton Hills js a long way from
being a perfect marriage of Ac-
ton, Georgetown and Esquesing,

At the same time many good
things, for each area, have hap-
pened because of Halton Hills.

Far too often people rap reg-
ional government without dif-
ferentiating between the Halton
Hills kind of regional government
and the Halton region breed. Even
some councillors who beef about
the region will grudgingly admit
Halton Hills hasn't been so bad,

“Maybe when a building of
historical importance needs sav-
ing here in Georgetown, the peo-
ple of Acton will rally round,”
Pilutti hopes.

it’s a hope we share. |

And maybe it doesn't have to
wait until an historical building
needs saving down the road in
Georgetown.,

When plans are in place to raise
funds for the town hall restoration
people in Georgetown should be
given the opportunity to help out
financially.

This year Georgetown has a
major fund raising project. More
money than is needed for the town
hall must be raised there to help
the municipality pay for a new
library-theatre complex. The
people spearheading that drive
should look beyond their com-
munity, they should look to Acton,
for some financial help.

Dor readers write

Maybe plaza the answer

Dear Sir:

1 now know the complete frustration
of shoppers who find they must look out
of town for satisfaction.

In the six yeara we have lived here,
apart from the furniture and drug
stores we have found Home Hardware
and Swetman's Shoes the most pro-
fesslonally run with quallly and money
hack guaranteo. :

Our two children have always been
fitted at Swetman's, There have been
times when we have actually been told
they didn't need shoes. Mra. Swetman
nssured me that two of her employees

sure

wouild stlil be there and that service and
quality would be Lhe same. Two wecks
ago a complele stranger {itted, or mis-

litted my son. She was pleasant but I'm
n't know any more than I did
about whether the shoe was the right

one tor my son.

This means I now have {o go out of
town for my children's shoes as well as
my groceries. Maybe a plaza (s the ans-

Wer.
Just frustrated,

Mrs. E. Higgins,

RH3, Acton.

WITH QT%\'%%EAR'S
GOLF SEASON, DEAK.

Madness seizes the nation every Spring

Spring actually sprang this year, instead
of lmping in with a bad cold, its cust-
omary wont, in these climes.

Usually. in this country, we don't really
have a spring. We lcap from the lingering
frigidily of a cold and wet April, rather
similar to an English winter, into o hot
gpell in May that leaves us dizzy, stunned,
stupefied. -

And before we know it, we're into a
humid June, complete with mosquitos and
things, inciuding young ladles, busting out

_all over.

This year, after one last wild blizzard
near the end of March, Spring declded to
Hveupto her name. A sunny winter, a mild
March, and suddenly, one looks out, and
there is no snow on the plenic table.

One hurls one’s clumsy rubber boots into
one's closet. One disrobes {rom the mass-
ive, blanket-like contraption tn which one
hns hidden one's frozen bones for the past
five months, One skims one’s hat into the
top corner of the closet. And one comes
down with one's annual spring cold, snuff-
ling and sniffling toward summer, that
apogee of the Canadian psyche.

Deep In that Canadian psyche lurks the
suspicion that possibly, just possibly, this
year the winter will never end, and thot we
shall go through a summer of frozen
branches etched agalnst a gray sky, irozen
ground under foot, no flowers, no folinge,
no hot summer sun {o peel the skin,

At least that's the way I feel, and I'm an
average (My wife would say ordinary
Canadian in every way. -

Perhaps that's the reason Canadians go
winging off to hot places all winter, at
phenomenal costs. When it comes (o
getting away o the sun, we have no equals
on earth, except perhaps the Scan-
dinavians.

1 know couples who, if they were having
you for dinner, would argue about whelher
to glve you the hamburg barbecue or the
tuna casserole, the cheap plonk or the ex-
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Former Acton and district residents Bill
and Pat Wilsan were closely involved with
the visit of Princess Alexandra to Toronto
the past week, She I8 the Colonel-in-Chief
of the Queen’'s Own Rifles of Conada, and
was here for the 120th annlversary cele-
brations of the reglment. Lt.-Col. Wilaon s
the Commanding Officer of the Queen's

- Own, Cannda's oldest existing regiment.

The Wllsons were presented to the Prin-
ceas when she arrived and also took part in
the speclal events—an Inspection of the
regiment at Moss Park Armouries, dinner
at Harbour Castle hotel, church scrvice
and reglmentol parade.

Blll and Pat Wilton and thelr three
daughters lived near town for scveral
years, moving recently to Mississauga,

+ + 4+

Filtecn years ago, Acton's own Davey
Holmes proved himsell to be an “'honest
citizen" by returning a lost wallet to its
upset owner, Mrs. Bll Dumarsh,

Leavell

With Helen

by el R_-
Bill
Smiley

spring drives them right around the bend.

pensive wine with a body. Yet they'll blow
a couple of thousand dollars for a week In
the sun, living and letching and drinking
and brownlng for seven days, and re
turning lo the gray, grim landscape they
left. It's insane.

But then there's something insane about
all Canadlana, when they feel they are es-
caping, once again, the icy talons of
winter. They go cuckoo.

Just the other day, 1 saw an old lady,
wrapped to the cars so that she could
scarcely move, out raking leaves, simply
because the sun was shining, and the cal-
endar, though not the temperature, told
her it wos spring. She should have been in
by the fire.

Belore the snow has even begun to melt,
our department atores have packed away
their winter stuff and are flaunting bikinis
that would make a stripper bhlush.

Boats are houled out belore the fce on
the bay has begun to melt. Ardent curlers
stash thelr brooms end dig out the golf
clubs, though they would sink to the hocks
on the fairways,

Trout fishermen, who have been chalned
to the nrduous ice-fishing for perch during
the past few months, get & wild gleam in
thelr eyes, go out and buy a small forlune’s
worth of new tackle, and rush llke lem-
mings to the cheice spots on Opening Days,
elbowing and struggling with thousands of
thelr ilk to get a line In the water.

Kids go goofy. They like winter, but

Now alter all this time, Davey wants the
]:eapie of Acton to remember hig honesty,
n hopes of discouraging would-be thieves,

Davey found the wallet while hlking
back from a morning fishing trip. He chal-
lenges oll Actonlans to perform such an
honest deed.

Last summer, anunidentified resldent of
Knox Ave, showed her honesty when she
found a lost wallet In Prospect Pork.
Inside was $800.

‘The owners, a famlily of tourists travel-
ling through town discovered the wallet
missing several hours after leaving the
Paork, The Actonlan who found the wallet
wailed for the famlly to return. The
tourists notified the Acton Free Press and
wanted the finder properly commended,

+ $ +

Acton’s Induamin made it into tha inter-
company newsleiter The Indusmin Link
agoln last month, this time with almost a
full page of plctures of thelr recently cam-
pleted offlee renovations,

+ +  +

Here we go agaln with another
“Homecoming'.

This time It Is the Hanover Memory
Lane Homecoming, July ) to July 5, 1881,

Former resldents ol Hanover can wrlle
to Memory Lane Homecoming, Box 308,
Hanover, Ontario. N4N 3HS8 for input into
the weckend. '

¥For those who really are from Hanover
ond may remember a few nomes, John
Kirkvaag 1s Publicity Chalrman, Marilyn
Schinbein, chalrperson, Jack Binkley co-
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Puddies to splash In. Mud to tumble into,
Exploring to be done into all those secret
corners that the snow had kept hidden.

Housewlves go hairy. Their well-kept
homes, dusted and vacuurned and polished
to within an inch of thelr lives all winter,
are suddenly, as the susplclous spring sun
peers in, “shabby, filthy, dlsgusting,” and
they launch Into an orgy of cleaning and
decorating that drives their men simult-
aneously up the wall and into deht,

0ld people behave oddly. With a sort of
glint in their eye, they realize that they’ve
licked the old graveyard one more time
and go oul and get terrible cricks in thelr
back planting flowers and gardens,

And yaung people! Well, we all know
what happens to them when Canada oc-
cosionally enjoys a real, legitimate
Spring. They stand on street carners, after
school, buntlng each other llke young
calves.

They strip to beach-wear on days that
walld [reeze the bralns of a brass menkey.
They fall wildly in love with someone they
hadn't even scen all winter, except as a
snlffling, snuffling, stripling ecross the
plale in Grade 10 English.

They go wild with the sheer delirium of
being young in springtime. The boys drive
too [ast and reckleasly. The glrls have
strange fancies and dream of summer and
secrels, :

What do aging school teachers do In the
spring.. They're just as nutty as the rest.
They look with aching longlng to their long
summer, wishing their lives away.

They try to retain thelr dignity, while
they feel likke kicking up their heels,
running off with a Grade 11 girl, or boy,
shooting goll in the seventles, catching a
whopping ralnbow trout. And dreading
retirement.

It's o grand madness that selzes this

natlon, come Spring. Long may it cont-
inite.
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chairperson, Dorothy Van Horne treasurer
and Thelma Winkler is secretary.
+ 4+ +

A magazine article by an Acton woman
maoy have broken a traditionnally western
barrler. The plece was published In a
magazine exclusively for those involved In
the Scouting movement.

The leader has been rumored to be very
biased towards the west, but Andrea

- Sharples has made the first move in letting

the rest of the country know Ontario
Scouts, In particular Acton, exist,

Mrs. Shorples wrote a lengthy story
about iest October’s Huck Finn Raft Race
on Guelph Laoke, In which Acton boys
participated

The boys were split into teams and each
tenm made their own ralts using no nails,
screws, or other modern securing inven-
tlons. Each team was given a lrensure
map and set out on the lake in search of
gold. CBers were scattered ot varlous
peints around the lake, and gave out the
gold when approached with the secret
password.

Teams from Oskville, Burlington and
North Hallon particlpated.

Everyone involved enjoyed a varlely
show that cvening, put on by Speyside's
Karen Hilfman. Vince Mountsford was
master of ceremonles, with Halton-
Burlington MPP Julian Reld Leading o
alng—nlnﬁi], .

Hopefully Mrs. Sharples’ article has
started a trend and other people will write
in to The Leader with experiences thelr
Ontario Scout groups enjoy.
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ISsues

10 years ago

Taken from the issue of
The Aclon Free Prens
Wednesday, May 8, 970

Acton students raised $1,000 for the can-
cer fund in a walkathon. Of the 78 walkers,
45 completed the 40-mile walk and twe, Rae
Swackhemer and Gary Dobble, walked 52
rmiles. Dave Hodgson, Bill Dehaan, Ron
MeGuin, Scott Watson and Robin Salt were
lcaders of the group which left from Prim-
rose,

The tulips of the Helland Liberation Soc-
iety, sold by the Acton Llberation Com-
mittee, ore now blooming. They com-
memorate the liberation of Holland, mainly
by Canadian troops, 25 years years ago this
week. .

The olficial opening of Foodland store
attracted a huge crowd. Mayor Les Duby
cut the ribbon, Store owner 8 John Ed-
munds.

Acton Creamery closed up operations two

. weeks ago, but the small buslness of mak-

ing suckers, which was cram at the
back, is now expanding to fill all the space.
Doug Coleman, who operated the cream-
ery, is also in charge of the candy business.

The newly-formed Halton Antigue Arms
Collectors Association willi hold its first
show in the music centre.

Nine schools sent singers to the music
festival in the M.Z. Bennelt school.

20 years ago

Taken from the issue of
The Aclon Free Press
Thursday, Aprli 28, 1960

Warmest apprecialion for dedicated ser-
viceof Dr. W.G.C. Kenny and recognition of
champion bowler Gayle Hullord high-
lighted the Citizen of the Year dinner in the
Robert Little school Wednesday, George
Barbeau read the oulline of Dr. Kenney's
varied career. An engraved locket was
presented by Bert Wood to Gayle Hulford.
Chamber president Ted Tyler presided.

The annual Cancer Drive in Acton s be-
ing sponscred by the Leglon Ladies’ Aux-
ilintry again this year, wilh Mrs. Robert
Angell in charge,

Twenty-five years of {aithful service to
the township of Esquesing were recognized
when assessor A. W, Benlton was honored by
councillors ot a surprise party at How-
thorne Lodge. He was presented with a ring
by councillor Wilfred Leslie.

The Scoltish Dance Club ended their most
successful season with a ceflidh In Luxton
hall. The Junior Pipe Band, led by Phil
Caddick, led off the proceedings. President
Dr. Hobert Buckner spoke on tha club's
progress,

The Duke of Devonshire IODE held their
second annual delicatessen sale, with Mrs,
W.J. Beatty in charge.

50 years ago

Taken from the Issue of
The Acton Free Press
Thursday, May 1, 1830

The Post Office was quite an inter-
rogntion burcau on Monday. Time of Clos-
Ing. Time of arrival of trains. Is my letter
on time? Will 1 get an answer tomorrow?
Will the evening mails be distributed the
evening they are recejved? Dayhght Saving
Time did it.

Mr. E.J. Hassard moved his stock into his
new store on Mill 5t, next door to the post
oflice,

Miss Lettie Scott, who has held an im-
portant position at Acten Tanning Co. since
the removal of Mr, and Mrs. Scolt to Kit-
chener, hos resigned and left to live in that
city. She was for some time llbrarian.

Rockwood residents signed a petition for
Daylight Saving Time,

The eighth annual event of Lthe emiployees
of Hewetson Co. in the town hall provided a
mirth-provoking and social event. Mr. T.E.
McCleary was the jovial chalrman. The
program was alt by the men, with Ernie
Coles end Frank Conley the “leading
ladies.” .

The tannery and town teams will have the
first ball gameo of the season Saturdoy. The
boys are at practice these evenlngs.

Several seagulls have been seen arcund
Corporation Pond. It [s an unwrillen law
these birds not be molested.

100 years ago

Taken Irom the issue of
The Acton Free Press
Thuraday, Aprli 29, 1830

Two chlldren of the village dled suddenly
this week, The daughter of Mr. Thomas
Cameron, 11 years of age, had diphtheria.
Other members of the famlly are now af-
flicted. The son of Robt. Agner, 10 yenrs of
age, was subject to epileptic fits.

A sermon wus preached to the Cddfellows
in the Congregatlonal church, in honor of
the 018t anniversary of Oddiellowlsm In
Canada. Mondoy evening members and
friends to the number of 65 asaembled In
thelr tostlly furnished lodge roem for sup-
per and a social evening. Bro. AE. Nicklln
of the Excelsior Bakery calered the most
inviting spread,

Acton Parlor Orchestra will soon toke
thelr place on the platform.
A meeling was held of those interesting in

sellling in Nebraska, The interested partles

gave an account of the very superior ad-
vantagey there.




