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PROFILES

with JENNIFER BARR

Bob Stewart may be 80 years old but he's still o
flirt—and a charming flirt to boot.

Originally an Acton lad, employed by the
Acton Free Press inhis youth, he's back home in
Acton after gallivanting all over with the Bell
Telephone Company.

He's been retired 15 years and has been living
on Rosemary Head for seven years, gardening,
raising geranlums and still getting into mischief.

I visited Bob Stewart to do a story on his base-
ment full of geraniums and ended getting an
interesting story of o fascinating, lively man.

Barn In the lovely red brick house on Hlghway
25 south of 25 Sideroad, Bob spent his youth until
World War I around mwn

He tells stories of Acton's early days when the
century was new, going to the Stone School with
kids who are now Acton's seniors, learning from
Miss Minnle Bennett,

Miss Bennett was always proud of her zero
fallure rate, getting pupils through that last year
ef public schoal.,

Bob is very proud that he was almost her only
failure—he left schoal before he could fail, he
5aYs.

In 1913 he went to work for H.P. Moore, that
grand old man, editor of the Free Press, Every
moming al 6.30 he stoked the fires and readied
the offices for the day’s business, He was there
two-and-a-half-years and received $1.50 a week
during the first year, with a raise of a dellar a
week for each successive year,

World War I intervened and off went young
Bob Lo serve three years. Returning home in 1919
in one piece, he once more went back to the Free
Press working with Arlof Dills, the new editor,

By 1920 Bob was with the Bell Telephone and
there he stayed for 45 years, travelling the coun-

Another three years were spent serving in’

World War 11, being lent o the Canadian Alr
Force {o build (elephone lines in Newfoundland,
Twenty-six years were spent in Peterborough
with wife Ruth, three sons and two daughters.
{The Stewarls now have 11 grandchiidren).

Since returning t{o the home of his youth, Bob
has taken a real interest in gardening. He main-
talns he gardened in Peterboraugh, but hils wife
Ruth says all he ever did was “pull up the per-
ennials I planted.”

The RHesernary Road house sports a brick drive
lald brick by brick by Bob three years ago. An
immaculate lawn, symetrical flower beds, and
geometric paths form a selting for the famous
geranjums which make up the greater part of the
Stewart garden, _

Bob got the bug a few years ago back when he
started hauling his plants indoors In the fall. One
thing led to another and now he's got 200 geran-
iums arrayed on swinging tables under
Mourescent light.

He's pinching them like mad trying to keep the
blooms off before they go outside—they're bush-
jer that way. ;

His varieties include all colours from white,
coral, pink and red to apple blossem and fuschia.
Some are kepl for their varigated (ollinge a few
are lemon scented.

“You gotta feed them”, says Bob with emph-
asls,

He feeds his plants so well they look like small
buses. And he plays music for them through a

“speaker wired to the family room steree, He also

talks to them, he says.

Although the house is lull of plants, all types as
well as blooming geraniums, Bob is most pleased
when he gels to put his basement plants in the
garden and stands h:u:k to watch them burst in
bloam.

“They flower belter nutsit[e. "

Knowing the tender loving care they receive
from their moster, Bob Stewart's geraniums will
MNower well anywhere,

Bob Stewnart

Educators aiming

by Jennifer Barr
Spring i3 here and any
minute now Aclon re
sldents will atart being
gaten alive by mos-
qulotes. It's the same
every year.

Sprays, electric bug
snappers, and bug repel-
lants are used to relieve
the plague but it's still
virtually Impossible to
garden afler dusk with-
out slapplng and swalting
the minute pests.

One Acton resident who
thinka she has the answer
to the mosquito problem
Is Elizabeth Snels of Mill
Street West who has pur-
chased 5 martin house.

These  muitl-famiy
bird houses igttfn:t thl.:
purple mart I grea
nurnbers, and the only
thing a purple martin
snacks on |3 mosquitoes
and other flylng pesis.

Gus and Ellle Snels live
in an area plagued with
mogquitoes and hope to
spread the word of the

marting’ efflclency tn en
courage thelr neighbours

- and other Actonlans in

the endeavar.

They site the example
of a town in Ililnols that
was 8o Inundated with the
biting bugs all resldents
purchased martin houses
and a local service club
crected a large martln
complex in the town
square. By fall fair time
the same year, the town's
huge standing order of
mosquito sproy was can-
celled—the town was vir-
tually moaquito-free.

If Acton residents co-
operate and erect martin
houses [n their back
yards, the Snels feel
Acton would become
bugless as well.

Martin houses can be
purchased from a variely
of manufacturers. It's
possible to make your
own but the Snels say Lhe
aluminium cones are lIgh-
ter to handle, main-
tenance free and stur-

dier. The apartment-like
bird houses come in
many sizes from one that
houses 3 or 4 colonles to a
large multl-unlt house.

Prices start at around

$100 and incresse as the |77~

slze of the house grows.

Usually palnted green
and white to attract the
swallow-llke birds, these
houses come with poles
and a fiag-staff rope and
pulley to facilitate lower-
ing the house for spray-
ing or ¢leaning. A martin
house should be placed 25
feet in the air and s cat
proof.

The only time a home
owner needs to take care
of his martin house 13 in
the spring. Unlts should
be dusted with swphur to

revent bird lice and the

ouse waetiched for nny in-
vading sparrows. If spar-
rows set up house
keeping, the purple mar-
tins won't come to live so
any slgns of sparrows
nexts should be cleaned
out. Once the martins are

Speedmg big problem

Something has to be
done about speeding on a

number of long streets in

Acton Counclilor Ed
Wood told Holton Hills
councli Monday night.

He noted a reajdent
from the Churchlll Roed
North and Norman Ave-
nue area came to the
Ward One councillors'
drop-in Friday com-
plaining about the speed-
ing. The realdent, Tom
Oliver, reported a child

* was hit by a fast moving

car last week after he
rode his bike out from be-
tween two parked cars on
Churchil! Road North.
Fortunately the child
wasn't hurt.

e problem is par-
ticularly bad because o
rise north of Norman
Avenue creates r vis-
ability and speeding cars
make the siluation alj the
more dangerous.

Oliver suggested a stop
slgn {s needed at Chur-
chill Road North gand
Norman Avenue and
noted there have been a
number of accidents in
the aren causlng pro-
perty damage and it s
only a matier of time be-
fore & child is badly hurt
or killed.

Seven
fires

Acton Firefighters
hustled Lthrough seven
fire calls alnce Saturday.

None of them were
major,

Firefighters were
called twice to extinguish

grass fires on Dr. David
Van Der Bent's property
Monday morning.

There were fwo caor
fires. About $630 |In
damage resulted in the
one at 81 Nelson Crt. Sat-
urday afternoon. The fire
started in the distributor
wires,

Sunday there was a.

$300 car fire on 25 Slde-
road.

There were (wo other
grass firea on Main 5t. S.
on Saturday.

A grease fire broke out
at 140 Poplar Ave. Mon-
day morning. Fire Chief
Mick Holmes sald there

said he also
ra:eived a call lagt week,
regarding speeding on
Cobblehill Road, from
Janet Fleming.

He recalled he has
asked for reports in the
ﬁst regarding stop signs

ing used to slow traffic
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and the englneer
varlably re::nmmends
against stop signs.
Wood wants Lhe town to
ask the police to set up
more radar traps on
“long mun" roads |In
Acton to try and curb

speeding.

Need more martin houses
keep Acton from being bugged

o e aeHTR ‘i’E

Karen Vanltem and Carla Snels lower thelr martln

house to check the nestboxes. Purple mariing eat
thelr welght in mosquitoes every day and the Snels
fomily of DIl Street West intend (o have a

mosquito-free summoer.

established, they'll re-
turn every spring.

One martin can eat up
to o thousand flying in-
sects a day. If a home-
owner has a 10-15 [amily
house raising one selling
of three or four young per
season, it's easy to see
how few blting bugs will
be around one house,

Another advaninge of
having the pleasant blrds
around I8 their spritely
songs and chirping. They
are very clean birds, re-

191 0z.
Aylmer choice

14 oz.

moving refuse from their
nests and carrying it far
away 5o lawns under
martin houses shouldn't
suffer.

Gus and Ellie Snels
would like to see more
Acton realdentsa look into
martin houses rather
than electric hui snap-
pers s a way of keeping
down mosquitoes. They
said they purchased an
electronie unit and found
it useless. They prefer to

et nature do the job.

Lo Save you food doliars!
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Janet Flemming and John JlI!lnsu of L'he Acton Cha mher l' (’.‘nmmtrce prﬂent
Jim Beaullew (Centre) with a plant to mark the opening of Acton Photo and

Camera Shop in Leatheriown.

New camera store

Acton hos & . camera
ghop thenks to Jim Beau-
lleu whe hes recently
opened the Acton Pholo
and Camera BShop in
Leathertown.

The lirst shop to locate
In downtown's neweat
collection of shops,
Leathertown, on the cor-
ner of Willow and Mill
Streets In the old Pro
Hardware bulldlng, the
camera shop features
much more than picture-
taking equipment.

freelonce

phutngra her from
Limehouse, Jlm has
worked with photo-
graphic studlos and has
run & photo store in
Mlssissauga. This is his
first venture with his own
slore,

A two year course In
camera repair at Hum-
ber College qualifies Jim
to service cameras os
well g3 sell them. In
oddltlon te a full line of
cameras, Jim carries a
wide variety aof
photegraphic  accesso-
rles. Hesnya *'if | haven't
got it I'll get it for you
fast."”

The Acton Pholo and
Camera Shop features In-
atant passport pholos
shot with a speclal light-
ing technlgue that Jim
gays “'at least makea you
look half-decent’.

Jim is proud he can
offer one day [film
processing on  most
colour film.

He stlli
vreddings,

photographs
family por-

Prices etfective Apnl 23-26.80
We reserve the night to himit guantities
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for two-year pact

A twoyedr contract

will be the result of a stint
of negotiatlons between a
medlator-arbitrator and
Halton's high school ed-
ucators.

A dale i3 to be set for
the approximately week
long of contract talks be-
tween the Halton Board
of Education and District
B of the Ontario Sec-
ondary School Teachers’
Federation (OSSTF).

A two-year cantract,

miring on Aug. 31, 1881,
result frﬂm the t.alks
Both sides In the seven-
month dlspute voted to
gend [t to binding arbit-
ration.

Medlator-arbitrator
Martln Teplitsky will
work the parties through
to concluslon on o8 many

outstanding lssues as’

poasible. If there 8 a

Famed Cansdian Sir

Donald Mann was born
on March 23, 1838, just
outside Aclon.
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wis some smoke damage
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anag, hels to settle the is-

there.

sue.

ACALEN DAFI DF E‘UEHTE AND HAPPEI\EIHGE
IN AND AACGUND ACTON
Coma to M.Z. Bannott Cporettn! “'Hansol and Grotal”
to tako place at Acton District High School at 7:30 p.m.
Aprl 23, 24 — Wodnesday and Thursday evenings.
Evaryono wolcome.

Tha Rotkwood Nuriory School Spring Bazasr, May
1G1h, from 2-4 p.m. at the Reckwood Contennial Public
School.
ARummage Sale, St. Jasoph's Church Hall, Friday, April
25, 7-8:30 p.m., Sawurday, Apnil 26, 10:30-11:30 0.m,

Saturday, April 261k, 1980, the North Halton Associa-
tion for the Mentaliy Ratarded aro cetabrating thoir 25th
Anniversary at the Bayrischer Hof, Milton, Mr. Julian
Aoad MP, is Master of Ceremonios for tho ovening, B
coursa dinner, wine and door prizes included. For
tickets call §77-6567, 877-2260 ar 853-2588

How to start o now business presantod by tho Mindsiry
of Inductry and Tousism and Halton Hills Publie Librar-

les at Cedarvale Community Centre, Thursday, April
240t p.m.
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Kool Aid 1o gherkin pickles
Facelte-Royale 4 roll pk
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tollet tissue 129 omatoice 19
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ico cream r2.59 Pantry Shelf 100z, tin
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Daily At The Lowest Possiiile Prices!

19 |
Fresh Personally Selected Produce Amives

19 |
48
89

29

turkeys

Camaton

York beef, chicken, turkey 8oz

2 Ib.

FROZEN FOOD

- McCain Deep N Delicious banana.
choc. marble 19 oz. vanilia 18 oz,

traits and childrens’
photos as well as vol-
unteer weork for soclal
services.

An active member of
the Maple Avenue Bop-
tist Church in
Georgelown, Jim says
God i3 his silent partner.

""This buslness is total-
ly committed to God. He’
opened all the doors. My
customers can expect
nothing but . honesty
(from me), I'm a straight
shoater."

Jim states he came to
Acton because he gaw the
potential of the town. His
wife Catherine is a school
teacher and (s expecting
the couple's second child.
Thelr ﬂ!‘ﬂt, a daughter
Almee Catherine, is 3%
years old.

Blue Bonnet spi 1 b,

colouredd EEEDE

Grade ‘A’ Fresh 3 1b. average

Frying
Chickens

Fresh B-B-Q Ready
Whole Cut-up

chicken-in-a-basket

Grade ‘A’ Fresh 4-51b. average
large roasting chickens

Grade ‘A’ Frozen 6-101b. avera

Maple Leaf 3769 pkg.

sliced bologna

Now

supar franks

Maple Lesf 300g pkg.

»1.19
~ 139

1.19

! Tendarasweet

ham stoaks

side bacon

T e e A s e L e O S e A P T e S |
Totinos crispy deluxe or pepperoni

4 pack 360 & 370 g.

89°

1.49

Maple Leaf 175g pkg.

Mapte Leaf assorted varigties 500 g pkg

1.49

Now Zesland frozen whols or half

Spring
leg ‘o lamb

=

».1.89




