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Soaring interest rates are bad news for Acton and
area {armers and their finnnecing costs will mean

- higher food prices but few will go out of business be-

cause of rising costs,

North Halton farmers aren’t much different than
their colleagues throughout the province, they are
fecling the pinch of rising interest rates, according

to Agricultural Rep. Henry Stanley,

High interest rates are "critice!’ to farmers who
have hod to buy new machinery and they are facing
soaring seed, chemical and fertilizer costs.

However, Stanley says, there isn't as much dan-
ger of North Halton farmers going out of business
because of inflation and Interest rates as in areas

" like Bruce and Huron Counties because there arc
* mostly established formers here and few new farm
- operations have been setup in recent years.

Ferlilizer prices have been rising every few

" weeks for months now Stanley says and sced prices

have gone up about 25 per cent. ]
One indication of how incrensing production cests

~and rising inlerest rates are hurting area farm

operations according to the ag. rep. is that farmers
are giving up land they had previously rented and
(telds plowed lIast fall won't be planted this summer.
Stanley cited grains as an example of the crops
which will be cut back because of production costs
are higher than prices.
The kinds of financial woes farmers are facing
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Melanija Bray

The tragedy of flowers is their short lives,
People have been preserving the beauty of Mow.
ers by drying for centuries. Methods have been
less than perfect. Flowers would eventually
crumble and fade intn dust,

Melanija Bray of Elizabeth Drive, Acten, has
been preserving flowers in a unique and very
successful way for six years. Her craft has dey-
eloped into a {ull ime business Involving the
whole family. Everlasting Creations turns out
approximately 500 flower arrangements under
glass per year, selling (or $15 to $300. When one
realizes that Melanija spends an nverage of slx
hours on each creation after the flowers are pre-
served, it's easy to see how it's become a full-
time occupation.

Melanija's background as an artist (her paint-
ings adorn every reom of her house and her fam-
ous Acton mural graces the Public Library} and
a student of botany combined with a green
thumb and a talent for ga rdening led her into the
job of preserving nature.

However, many people dry flowers. The dif-
ference with Melanija's flowers is the chemical
compesition of the drying. With the help of her
chemist husband, Joe who is vice-principal of
Lord Elgin High School in Burlington, she has
come up with a special formula that dries the
flowers 1o a state of permanence allowing them
tolast indefinitely.

Garden supplles flowers

Her garden, larger than average, supplies her
with the greatesl source of material, although
noture walks are used to gather drif twood, bark
and moss used in the open naturai arrange-
ments, Melanija is fond of doing. Flowers are
picked at the peak of ireshness around 11 a.m. af-
ter the dew is dry. They are then filled with the
chemical mix developed by the Brays. They
aren't just dipped in Silica gel, although this is
part of the formula. Each bloom is completely
filled and covered in the substance to insyre that
cvery cellis dried and preserved.

After drying, a process which can take up toa
week—"it’s a guessing game.” says Melan-
lja—the blooms are packed in plastic contalners
with more chemleals. It's important all motsture
and oxygen is removed from every bloom. A
heavy nitregen filled atmosphere is necessary to
insure preservation,

The Bray rec room is filled with thousands of
labelled containers, protecting dried blooms dat-
ing back as long as five years. -

Summer is the time to preserve, which Jeaves
the colder months for making the flower
arrangements. The whole family gets in the act
preparing flowers but only Melani]a has the
knack for making the arra ngements.

"She thinks in three dimensions’ husband Joe
comments proudly.

Melanija fecls the involvement of the family is
very good for her four children, Paul 16, Mark 14,
Melanie, 12 and Peter 10.

“It's important for children to know about
their environment,” Mclanija comments, “They
notice more (of the world) around them " :

Peter contributes preserved butterflics for
meany of the arrangements,

Long process

Melanija advises would-be flower prescrvers
who are Interested in teking up the hobby as a
craft to *'get into something else.”

“You have to work so far in advance", she
says referring to the work involvedpreserving
this year's flowers for next year's arrange-
ments,

Most of the Brays flower drrangements are
sold through specialty eraft shows. Melanije [s

| already preparing for a big show at the Botanical .

Gardens at the end of May, She really enjoys the
shows, she says.

"l preler to do craft shows. This Is still re-
latively new and I prefer to Introduce it m yself."

“I'm still hung up on it (the craft), I can't be-
lieve that I've done il. I still can't believe that
I've actually preserved this gorgeous thing,”
and Melanifa caresses a perfect rose.

nterest rates hurt farm

now have been a few years coming he said but the
“crunch” brought on by interest rates, was delayed
because farmers "got by' with heavy planting,
higher total yields covered costs,

Farmers have already been hit hard by interest
ratea. They had to buy secd, chemicals and fert-
ilizer weeks ago, 50 even if rates quite leaping up
weekly It won't help them.

The problems aren't limited to cash croppers
cither, according to Stanley. Farmers raising cattle
and hogs are feeling the pinch too, though dairy far-
mers will “weather” the Interest rates storm us
well as anyone since their prices rise as costs in-
erease. Beef and pork producers aren't as fortunate
and their prices are depressed now, Hog prices

It's

Dental decay is the
most prevalent diseose
known to man. It's rare
that any individual goes
through life without a
tooth becoming decayed.

Dentnl Health Week In
Canada s this week,
from April 13 to 189,

The three  Acton
dentists, Dr. Jefl Facey,
Dr. Bob Steen and Dr. Al
Mikelenns agree that

revention of toath decay
E}- a combination of mea-
sures is the
slngle way  today's
youngsters can ensure o
head full of good teeth in
adulthood.

They . are also in
agreement over the volue
of flouride in chemically
strenthening the teeth to
withstand the onslaught
of carles (cavities),.

Although Acton waler
s now Houridated, gll the
dentists  feel topleal
flouride Eextrl_-rnal} ap-
plied properly is an
excellent I;?-;cku;; to the
very small amount of
flouride ingested.

“It's been proven {to
work)'' Dr. Mikelenas
comments, “my children
have flourfde supple-
menls,""

Oral  hygene, with
training beginning In
Infancy, is the most
important single factor in
carles preventlon says
Dr. Steen. Dr. Facey
agrees cleaning the
mouth and teeth at night
is far more important
than dolng It in the
morning to  freshen
breath. He says it's
imperative to remove
food deposits from teeth
before the elght-hour
sleep period takes place.
He cautions it's wise to
brush frequently during
the day and rinse the

Town to advertise
road reconstruction

The town plans to
advertise when it is golng
to do road reconstruction
in the future so0 people
can object if they feel It
will harm thelr business.

Monday Halton Hllg
general commlitee end-
orsed o plan g;npﬂscd by
englneer Robert Austln
calling for notice of road
reconstruction to go Into
local newspapers for four
wecks before each pro-
fect so people can bring
their objections to cou-
ncil.

After hearing object-
ions councll ean ejther
direct staff to make
changes or proceed with
o project.

Austin sald this will
give people a chance to
object to road work be-
fore It has started and
will mean they will give
itz impact on thelr bus-
Iness some thought be-
fore theroad is ripped up.

A firm brought legal
actlon against the town
over reconstructlon of
Main Street North In
Aclon.
m

Shoes
| for the
entire

family!!

New Arrivals for
Spring 5 Surnmer
* CLARK'S = DACKS
* JARMAN * SAVAGE
= JOYCE = SERY
* WHITE CROSS
* FRANCINE

Weo specialire in
childron’s titting”

acton

family
shoe

store

Hormarty Bwstman’s Bhoss)
19 Mdl Street East
8530350
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Tooth _

cover enly about 70 per cent of production costs and
beef prices aren’t meeting production costs elther.

Many farmers have alrendy paid high interest
rates lust fall to buy animals and barrewed for feed
all winter only to find prices are far below what they
havespent, :

Ralph Denny, RR 2 Acton, said interest rates
won't hurt him because he's a long established far-
mer but financing costs could well bankrupt youn-
ger farmers.

““This country continues to give the consumer the
cheapest food In the world. The sconer the con-
sumer pays, and I mean pays, the better off we'll all
be,” Denny declared. He suggested consumers for-
get about their beats, cottages and snowmobilies
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Kim Arnold received undivided aitentlon Irom iwo Acton dentists, Dr, Haob

Sicen and Dr. Al Mlkelenas, This week ls Dental Health Week.

mouth with water.

Dr. Steen is pleased to
see youngsters adhering
o better diets and
becoming conscious of
tooth care from baby
teeth onward.

With the tremendous
amount of research work
belng done in dental
caries prevention and the
consciousness raising of
the public, bath Dr, Steen
and Dr. Mikelenas feel
condfident that the teeth of
the population will grad-
ually improve,

“"It's not any one
thing," says Dr. Steen,
“but all contributing
factors.”

"People hove dis-
cove it's cheaper to
have a better diet than to
cat junk food,” he con-
tinues, “and it's cheaper
to keep your teeth than o
lose them."

Councillor Roy Booth
wi3 worried if people
object to a reconstruction
project and the town still
proceeds it could be
viewed as an admlssion
of guilt later In court.

_Austin said it wouldn't
be an admisslon of guilt
and added where con-
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and slart paying for food,

Frank Anthony, an RR 1 Limchouse cash cropper
with his brother Fred, says inlerest rates are "just
oul of line"',

While he's In no danger of golng out of business,
“‘at least for a year or so anyway,” he'ssure 18 or 19
per cent intercat rates will put some farmers out of
business.

"It wili be reflecled to the consumer, it can't help
but be. High interest rales are affecting everyone,"

ers, but will bankrupt few

Prices for cash crops are holding now, but will go
down just like hog prices, Anthony predicted, be-
Cause grain exports by the United States to Russia
will be curtailed. The feee market wili stip too,

This farmer thinks he has a solution totheinterest
rates dilema, High interest rates, say 30 per cent,
should be charged for the purchase of luxury items
while low rates are charged for mottgages and bus.
iness loans.

-
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House sales up

Climbing interest rates didn't slow house sales
inJanuary accordlng to the Gakville and District
Re;‘al Estate Board, which also covers Acton and
Miiton.

Total dollar sales for the (irst month of this
year were up $63,815 over January, 1979, an
increase of 7.4 per cent. Dallar volume rose from
§6,432,350 to $6,508,165 while the number of units
sold, including residential, rural and com-
mercitai%industrial properties, was up by 9.4 per
cent,

Two to hospital

Two Acton girls were token to hospital by
Georgetown ambulance following an accident at
Main Strect and 5t. Alban’s Drive last Thursday.

Jillian Brain, 12, and 17 year old Beth Scott
were passenger In a 1976 Volkswagen which was
involved in a two car collislon. Driver of the car,
Sylvia Brain of Acton suffered minor injuries
while the driver of the other carp, a 1977 Dodge,
Stephen Mathieson of Acton, suffered minimal
injuries. Damage to the Mathieson vehicle was
estimated al $800 while the Braln car sustained
$2,500 damage.

Truck hits picketer

A Region picketer s in stable condition after
being struck by a dump truck ot the 4th Line
Oakville dump, picket line north of Highway 5,
Thursday,

Bernard Gillevet, Oakville, is in Oakvilie-
Trafalgar hospital with head and Internal in-
juries after he collided with a truck exiting from
the dump site. The truck was driven by an in-
dependent driver. Police commission chairman
Harry Barratt satd at Thursday's meeling the
incldent was aceidental. The clutch slipped, he
sald, and the truck hit the picketer. Halton
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e, Jefi Facey puts Pat Smith ot east before
beginning work on her teeth, [t's dental health week
and Acton's dentlsts nre promoling dental carles
prevention.

were pending,

Reglonal Police announced Friday that charges

Old  studenls, from
puints alt across Canada,
gathered in Acton's
Faurview Cemelery for
the unveiling of o granite
monument at the grave
of distinguished educator
Robert Little on July 13,
MKy Mr.  Little, after
whom a local school is
named, was a teacher
here in the EB50s and 70s.

ACTON
COMMUNITY
SERVICES
CENTRE

42 MIL 5L - YMCA

EERVICES AVAILABLE

* Commmamity frefwres ton
* Logel Cloic

'[hi_ll:rd'lﬂamlq
« Comesaety Haalth
* Klasly 0o Wheels

g78-3272
878-3208
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cerns and complaints are
known ghead of time of-
ten problems can be sgl-

This new  pelicy of
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ghead of time will be
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Library glass cracked

Not only is there a erack in one of the ther-
mopane windows at the Acton Library, but a
crack in the front door has also been discovered,
Head librarian Betsy Cornwell tald Halton Hills
Library Board last Wednesday night she has
received one estimate for the repair of both

panes of glass, for $288 and another is due to be
sent in soon.

Spend like drunken sailors

Halton Region s spending money ke
“drunken sailers.” That's the f ecling of Esques-
ing Councillor Pat Patterson and its an opinion
he says many of his constituents share. Pat-
terson blasted the repion for its spending habils
at Haiton Hills general committee meeling Mon-
day night while questioning the justification for
future Trafalgar Read reconstruction In the
Georgetown area.

Study filling drain

Councillor Ed Wood hus asked en gineer Robert
Austin to lock into a request from the owner of

Jug City in Acton to have g step straighiened and
a drain filled in

Rural garbage

Rural residents will have a Special day or per-
haps two set aside when they can bring large
items of such as appliances and furniture for
disposal, if a recommendation passed by Hallon
Hiils gencral committee is acceptod by council,

Counciller Russ Miller made the suggestion
and asked that a location be decided.

The works department was asked to repart on
a possible location,

Open House!

APRIL 21, 1380
7:30 p.m. - 900 p.m.

EVERYONE WELCOME

Come and Register
Your Child for

September 1980

CALL REGISTRAR AT

carried out (or the first
time for the widenlng of

Sﬂ-.zo Mun. g] Ter 22

Guelph Street in George
town.

Hydro office
changes hours

Office hours ol hydro
commission offices in
Georgetown and Acton

hours In all other town
offices.
The Actan and George-
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Show Times: Sun,—Thurs. 8 p,m.
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have been changed to an
opening time of 8:30 a.m.
and closing time of 4:30

town Hydro Commissions
and the rural area have
now been combined in

p.m. to conform with the Hallon  Hills

HEAT WAVE and
BIO-SYNTHETIC
PERMS

BEAUTY SALON

81 MILL ST.E., ACTON
853-0811

Hydro_

GUELPH ¢
AIR SERVICES
is hosting a
"LET'S TALK

FLYING NIGHT”
Monday, Apeil 29th at 7:45 pm

Come out to the Guelph Alrpark and learn

with no obligatiors whatsoover how to
abtain your

PRIVATE PILOT LICENCE

Complimentary Refrashments After

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PHONE

Guelph Air Services "
824-2660

1 MILE EAST OF GUELPH ON THE NO. 7 HWY,

'CHECK OUR SUPER FOOD

VALUES IN OUR FLYER
DELIVERED TO YOUR

DOOR THIS WEEK!!
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2\ SPRING WEDDING?
\

VISIT HOME JEWELLERY
FOR YOUR WEDDING
RINGS AT GREAT SAVINGS!!

Stock 20% Off
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