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Give emergency numbers

Our sister paper, the George-
town Independent, has suggested
the town send the telephone
numbers for emergency services
to each householder with their tax
notices. ‘

This is an idea we heartily
endorse,

Phones have been an inconven-
ience for Actonians ever since
Halton Hills was born in 1974, Not
only did this community have to
get used to a batch of new phone
numbers, thanks to the region and

amalgamted muncipality, but the .

town is in an entirely scparate
phone directory from George-

town, most of Esquesing, urban
Qakville

Milton, Nassagaweya,
and Burlington.

Regional council has appar-
ently decided Halton could use

one emergency number for police,

fire and ambulance services. The
idea is that a resident in any .

corner of the region need only dial
911 and tell the dispatcher which
service 1s reguired.

While liking the idea, coun-
cillors have shied away from the
cost of a feasability study, which
Bell Canada estimates could cost
anywhere from §114,000 to
$286,000,

Halton had decided to scrap the
911 plan for now, sit back and see
what our neigbouring region,
Peel, does with 911. If Peel goes
ahead then they'll getl stuck with
the hefty price tag connected with
the feasability study.

But, what if Peel decides to do -
he same thing, sit back and wait
for Halton to carry out the sludy?

. Peel counciliors are undoubtedly
just as cost concious as their
counterparts in Halton.

If could be vears before there is
any action on a single emergency
number for the whole of Halton.

If Peel wavers at all on proceed-
ing with the study of 911 then
Halton should jump in and see if a
deal can be worked oul to split the

cost between the two govern-
ments.

it isn't presumptious to suggest
the present system, involving
several emergency numbers, is
inadequate since regional council
took the time to at least discuss
the tdea.

Until the 911 question is settled
cach municipality should send out
their own emergency numbers
with tax bills. They could be put
on labels which can be stuck to the
phone. It has been done in the past
here with the costs minimal and
the ' benefits tremendous. Ten-
nants, like apartment dwellers,
who don’t receive tax bills, should
have the emergency numbers
sent to them also. .

Ambulance, fire and police
services are all listed on different
pages in the Acton book. Only one
has an 853 exchange. Georgetown
and Milton are listed with the
nuinbers, no instructions that the
numbers are for Acton service
L0o.

For new residents the 877 and
878 exchanges must no doubt be
- confusing, especially since the 416

area code is with the number,
Neither of the Guelph hospitals or
the Georgetown hospital are even
listed in the Acton parl ot the
book.

In an emergency seconds are
precious. People frequently aren’t
calm. There just isn’t the time {o
flip from page to page in the
phone book, only to have to try
and figure out different ex-
changes. . a

However, just in case our
politicians decide emergency
number stickers aren't worth the
bother and money here they are:
AMBULANCE - 877-9221, FIRE -
853-1212, POLICE - 878-5511,
GUELPH HOSPITALS - Guelph
General 822-5350 and St. Joseph's
824-2620, GEORGETOWN

HOSPITAL - 8§77-0111. Why not
clip the numbers and save them?

Weedless day convincing

Today is Weedless Wednesday,
the day groups like the Halten
Council on Smoking and Health
hope puffers will quit the habit, il
even just for today. ;

National Non-Smoking Week
began Sunday and ends Saturday,

‘thotigh promotors of the program
to get Canadians to quit smoking
are hanking on it producing re-
sults that will last all year.

Their case for non-smoking is
convincing and loaded with facts.

Recent Research regarding
smoking and health both
strengthens and extends the

strong scientific foundation which

- supporis the view that tobacco use
15 “'Public Health Enemy Number
One,”" a recentanti-smoking re-
lease states.,

Studies show that for all
smokers the risk of developing

smokers.

Heart disease accounts for
more than 50 percent of Canadian
deaths slatistics show. (Ap-
proximately 80,000 coronary
deaths occur each year.) Male
cigarette smokers incur twice the
risk of contracting cardio-
vascular disease compared fo
non-smokers. Chronic bronchitis
and cmphysema are about 18
times as common in smokers as in
non-smokers the Halton council
on Smoking reports.

Smoking during pregnancy
leads to an increase in infant
mortality, both in numbers of still
births and neonatal deaths.
Overwhelming evidence indicates
that smoking is harmful to the
non-smokers who are involun-
tarily exposed to the products of
tobacco smoke.

The above facts are food for
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“Weedless

Energy policy harsh |

273 Queen St East
Aclon, Ontariv
Jinuary 9, 1580

Dear Editor:

I hope th~l the fel-
lowing words will evoke ional deficit musi be re-
reizlers {o take pen and duced. I do not think that
paper andl  write their it should bhe ae-
upinions concerning the complished al (e ex-
clection campaing. pense of those who can

The presenl govern- least afford it, and to the
ment's pulicy to inercase benefit of Alberta’s Her-
taxation on gasoline and itage Fund. It takes litlle
heating fuel is pn oul- imagination to lax a nee-
ruge. The Canservatives ossily of life,
coused their own down- I do not believe Mr.
falt by irying to force Jelinek has the concerns
through o budgel whileh of the conslitluenis of this
did nol tuke the govern- ricding in his heart. The
ment's minorlty position survival of the Progress-
inlovonslderatlon. On the lve Conservative Parly
night of the government’s secms (o be his most jm-
defeat, I observed our portant concern,
hunourable member vol- Contrary to the Con-
ing in favour of a hodeel aervative ery of this be-

which would admiltedly
cause  higher  uvnem-
ployment and double dig-
it inflation.

I agree that the nal-

1
¥

ing un unnecessary clee-
tion, 1 welcome the re
prieve. Expenses are be-
coming barder (o meet
every month in  my
household, A Tory
government in  (llawa
puaraniees the average
Canadian will face even
tougher times. 1 hope all
Canadians will carelully
consider the aplions and
vole for policy rather
than for who they dislike
the least. If the Con-
servalive party s re
turncd {o power, I fear |
will nol be able to afford
the amount of pelreleum

lubricunt which will be .

necessitated by Tory pol-
lcy.

Yours truly
Sean Aherne
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We‘re gonna pay for all this funny weather

‘There's something positively unnerving
in the experience of going out in sneakers
and a sport shirt, in the month ol January,
in Canada, to pick upone's newspaper, and
being able to find Wl withoul groping
through hall a dozen snowhanks to {ind
that tell-tale yellow or green wrapper.

Il vur December-January weather was
any sort of omen, this is going to be a very
unpredictable decade.

Personally, 1 loved it. Every night I'd
say a little prayer: "Please Lord, moke
some snow for the skiers.” With my {in-
gers crossed behind my back.

Frankly, I don'l care whether they have
to ski on sand all winter, though i1's rough
on the resorl operalors.

It's pure envy, of course. There is no-
thing more degrading for a unce-young
men, a prelty fair once-athlete, 1o sil in the
vlubhouse drinking ceffee and watching
those rotten Kids come {lying down the
slopes like so many seagulls riding the
wind.

Unless it's to be plodding along o forest
cross-country trall, desperately heaving
tor & breath and hear from behind a sharp,
"“I'rack!™’, and once again have to leap off
the trail into the deep snow while some
young punk of either sex goes by you like a
Japuar passing a tracier.

Let them stew in their own wax. Let
them frenetically chew the loes ofl their
skis. Let them put on their great, thunking
boots and stomp around in Lhe wreck
room. Lel them whine and swear and
decry the vagaries of Old Man Winter, who
this year seemed lo know what he was
about, for a change.

Dosr'l tell me there isn’t o Mother Natl-
ure. i1's just that she's a perverse old bag.
Early last fall, I wrole a pacon of prafse to
the glory of a Canadian October.

Mother Noture promptly (urned on the
lap and sat there like a dowager having
her Saturday evening soak, while we went
threugh the wetlest October since Noah
was around.

From fhe editer's desk——

by Gord Murray

New Onlario Hydro chairmon Hugh
Mncaulay has sel improving the liow of in-
formation from the provinclal utility to the
pubilc and enhancing the degree of trust
the citizens of Ontarie have for Hydro as
his person goals during his term at the top.
| That was one.of several interesting tid-

bits Inland Publishing Co. Limited pub-
lishers’ and editors, including Don Mec-
Denald and myself, learned at a lunchieon
| with the chairman and his top brass
Thursday at the Hotel Triumph.

1{ Macaulay is able te achieve his goal of
a more open Hydro and bolster publie trust
of the organlzation then he will have really
achieved something,

Certainly a new atlitude like this will be
welcomed by organizotions like the In-
terested Citizens” Group, whieh has been
battling Hydro on the 500 kY corridor
through #allon Hills for many years. They
haven't found Hydro too open In the past
and have liltle trust for the power boys.

While Macaulay's slance, which will
hopefully filter down through the ranks,
can’'t save Halton Hilla from a swath of
towers this time il might make things dif-
ferent in another battle, another day,

+ o+ o+

If you've been kicking yourself in recent
yenrs for buying a home heated elect-
rically, because of the high costs, it won't

I wrote another rather sharp column,
degnanding at least a few days of decent
weather in haminally horrid November.
Like the capricious old trout she is, Mother
promplly turned off the tap, W the fire,
and we bad a Sovember of unprecedented
sun and clear skies.

| didn’t dare demand anything for Dec-
ember. 1 was petting leery of the ald wit-
eh's  moods. Apparently  sensing  my
queasiness, she theew in the works: 12 in-
ches ol snow: wiarin rain; green pgrass,
temperatures from zero to almaost hot. i9e-
kle weneh.

My grandboys came down from the [roz-
en north, bragging about it, “The snow's
right over my head, Grandod," and were
kicked outl into the backyard in their great
cumbersome snowhoots and great bulky
snowsuits to play in the grass. They eould
have gone oub i sborts and fiddied with
the hose, their usual July pastime.

hr son arrvived home {rom South Amer-

“iea, expeeting to freeze to death, blood

thinned from five years in a tropical clim-
ale, was exhilarated by the snow, and &
week later was running around in o Hgght
jacket, claiming that it got colder than this
in Paraguay.

My father-in-law, alter spending nearly
a half a century taking the rural mail on
days when he'd set out in the merning with
a horse and cutter and nohody knew when,
or if, he'd ever get back, slipped on a bit of
ice this past ¢razy December and broke
some bones.

But don't worry. We'll all pay for this

onee-in--generation aberration of Mother
wilure, As write, it's just a little nippy.
sun shining, blue skies, and skeptical
Canadians  geing around shaking their
heads and mutltering that, “We're gonna
getitonenl these days.” And they're right.

[ predict o January and Febryary so
cold it would freeze the boobs off o brass
monkey: a Mareh with so muech snow we
won't be able to see the whites of any-
body's eyes; an April in which we'll ol e
skating to work, because there won't be
any pas for our cars; i May like our usual
Mareh: & June with millions of black flies
frozen tedeath in their embryo stage: and
S0 o,

IU's not all gloom. 1 think some bardy
spirils might be able to take o quick duck
it the lake arownd Aupgust 1, though they
imay have tn break the ice to do so,

Asud think of all the money and cnergy
we'll save beeause we won'l need any air-
vonditioning, Of course, we might be burn-
i our furpiture to slay alive, bul you
can't take it with you, now ¢pn you? 1 think
our grand piano, fed carefully, will last
fonger than the dining-room suite we
bought acans ago for $150,

tt sounds rather appalling, but there are
solutions. One would be for the party that
wanls to get into power in this country to
simply promose to send everybody south.
Just elose up the country for the winer, ex-
cepl for Ottawa, which might as well be
closed anyway. They could send us all in
cattle cars, as Lthe Germans did the Jews.

There 18 one ather factor that could save
the day. It is not only possible, bul pro-
hable, entirely so, that the next few weeks
in this country will produce so much hot
air that we could a1l {urn off cur furnaces,
upen the windows, let it all flow through,
let the grass green, and bewilder the living
daylights out of the birds thal didn't fly
south in Oclober.

be long, Macaulay reports, before you'll be
counting your Jucky stars.,

The Hydro experls reporied that price
projections show heating oil will be as ex-
pensive as electrically by 1983 and natural
gas will be equal in price with heating by
hydro by 1985. From those two ycars on
clectricity will be o bargain in comparison
with fessil fuels.

& + -

Ontario Hydro is generating nbout 20 per
cenl mare power than they ean now trans-
mil and that's why they claim they need
corridors like the one coming through Hal-
lon Hills,

In fact Hydro is lurning down power ex-
port opportunities, Macaulny saild hecause
they can’t gel the juice to the border.

While they are bullding to meet Ont-
arlo's needs they also reason that il they
can cxporl power, why not? Macaulay
siys if Hydro pun make loads of money
from exporting it naturally will reduce
costs to Onlario customers.

Also If thoy carry the power over 500 kY
lines, instend of smaller lines where they
have resistence and heat loss problems,
then the utillly can save a cool $2 millicn a
month,

+ 4+

Power is supposed (o be on for the cor-
rldor through talton Hills by June 1, Ey-
dro brass soid.

However, "Macaulay hopes nobody s
“muking book" on il, despite the act they
believe the ICG has exhausted every legal
stalling maove,

Macauloy said the Bradiey to Milton line
and its completion date has never been a
good bet and even now, with the end in
slght, it s4ll isn't,

+ + 4+

There have been suggestions in the past,
not from Hyelro, that there might be un-
other line through here some time In the
future. Wacaulay reports there's no need
to worry, the corrider now being com-
pleted isn't wide enough for another sel of

lowers.
-+ + 4+

When the Aclon Hydro Cominission dis-
appears and the new Halton Hills Com-
mission Is hatehed in April urban rates ire
expecied to increase while Esquesing
customers will get a break,

Don't point the finger of blame at Onl-
nrlo Hydro, '

While he welcomes the move lo amal-
gamated commissions, since he's & rural
cusiomer, Mncauloy says | wos all
(jue en's Park and the munleipalities iden.
He said Hydro {sn't promoting amal-
gamation of the commissions.

Public relutlons man Len Taylar re-
called when regional government came in
the politlcinns set up local study leams
who made the decislons regarding amal-
gamation.

10 years ago

Tuken fron the issue of the Freoe Press
of Wednesday, Junaory 28, 1970

The newly-lormed Rockwood Snow-
mubile Club, under the leadership of Louis
Hilts as president: Judy Hendry, sec-
retary; lruee Richardson, treasurer and
execulive of Chuck Pelty, Red Meredith,
Eddy Kingsbury, Frank Allsep, Jim Miur
arrl Jipnie Milne, met in the fire hall, to

. sel fees und make plans,

Stalements attribuied to the dental dir-
ector of the Health Unit about oral bygiene
Eli North Hallon bave incensed many peo-
ple.

John Shadbolt was returned by ac-
clomation as president of Acton Chiamber
ol Commerce at the annual dinner at Hallon
Heights Golf Club, Chris Schuls wos re
turned as fire vice-president, Jack Hol as
second vice-president and Mike De Jung as
5:3:::'{*!:1;}*. Neweomer Ken Macleod will
replace Ted Pratt as treasurer.

Te rary organist at S1. Alban’s 25
years o Jien Mrs. Frank Oakes ook
over, Mrs. Sam™Snow presented her sue-
cessur with a silveryray from the choir al
the "Belly {mka'ﬁé}ip,hl”. The partsh gifl
wits a silver rusl\lx\hwl Filled with roses,

Esquesing residents, who packed the
council chamber, wkre disappointed when
council approved o building permit [or o
control tower for the deag strip.

20 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press
of Thursday, January 28, 1960

Parenls jamed the new high school
auditorium  for commencement. Shirley
Masson was valediclorian for her class-
muites. The dwonour graduates are Mary
Jane  Force, Marilyn, Young, Dianne
wewton, Vilene Varey, Margaret Morrison -
and Shirley Mason.

Acton sScoltish  Dance Club's  a2nnual

Burns night dinner was held at the Royal -

Huotel in Guelph. Taking part were toast-
master Bill Wilson, piper Phil Caddiek,
Jack MeGeachie, Bill Connall and Bob Cur-
rie who escorted the hapggis, Hobert Murray
whnspoke, Rev. Paul Slirling whe proposed
the toast te the immortal memory, and
Herb Saravanamutioo, future son-in-law of
Dr. and Mrs. Buckner, who delighted is-
teners wilth reminiscences of the Scotland
hie Knew, '

Fhe Tirst regular dinner meeting of Lhe
Lions cltb was held at the Station Hotel
Monday. President Alec Johnson reported
b2 members were present.

sume members had to stand for the 11,15
Unlied chureh service in the Y Sunday
morning.

50 years ago

‘Taken from the lssav of the Free Press
Tharsday, January 23, 1930

‘The Women's Instilute proposed to coun-
cil erecting new gates to Fairview ceme-
tery. Mrs. Bishop and Mrs. Herbaugh
formed the delegation. '

Mr. W. Fooliit and Mr. B. Pargeter, on
hehalf of residents on Beardmore Crescent,
were present at council and asked that their
part of the towa be annexed to Acton.

Enerpetic Limehouse rural mail driver
Mr. K. Doughly leads the van, having his
dwellings all wired and ready for the new
clectric power.

The annual meeting of Acten Library
Board was teld that the number of books
borrowed shows an increase. This 15 ac-
counted for to some extent hy the sub-
library opened in the schools. AT, Brown
and Dr, Farmer are two new members of
the board, and one more is to be named, re-
placing Rev. A.C. Stewart, Father Mc-
Heavy and the late AE. Nickline. HP.
Moore was elecled chairman.

A radio nnd batteries have been provided
for Mr. John Woed of Valley Road. Rock-
wootl, a shoemaker by trade who of late
yvears has been unable 1o gel oul due 1o
lameness. -

Dublin Literary Society met Friday at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Sprow].

Mr. Frederick L. Wright was among the
highest for sales of Insurance for his com-
pany in December. Uther winners were all
in larger centres of population.

100 years ago

Taken from the ixsue of the Free Press
'Thursday, January 29, 1H8Y

The timber limits of Canada are day by
day being destroyed by lavish extra-
vagance.

A poor and indigent person in Nassaga-
weyn (name given) will be given three dol-
lars per month by council, rother than two
dolars. Wm. Logie, Nassagaweya Col-
lectar, will be pald one hundred dollars per
annum for the collection of all taxes, school
taxes included.

We understand that Messrs, Geodman
and Crowshaw have lecased the Limehouse
Freestone Quarries and ore prepared (o
supply builders with every description of
freestone, ellher dressed or in Lhe rough.

Mr. A. Campbell Black, of Guelph, is giv-
ing lessyns In vocal music lo a class of
about 70 puplls in the Presbyterian church,

Between 50 and 60 of our skating citizeny
attended the carnival given by the Milton
club in their rink on Tuesday evening last.




