Alma Swelmin ndmircﬁ one ﬂi’ tht hm dells donated for o draw (o raise funds
for the Yawerksy family trust fund. The dolls are on display in downtown
stores. Donations are also being accepted for the trast furd, Jackelene and
Jennifer Yaworsky were killed recently in a tragic accident in Indiana,

Nexi step in the re-
zoning process for the
Force Eleeiric land is
next  Monday's  Halton
Hills Council meeting.

Halton Hills Planning
Board last night (Tues-
day) possed a rezoning
recommendation  which
would see the industrial
jand become commer-
cial-general. The board
held o public meeting for

Police gun club gets

citlzens to present their
views. There were no ob-
jections.

Full passage of the
rezoning application
would push the com-
meretal district of town
to the CNR tracks from
the Main-Mill inter-
section. :

Tawn planner Mario

Venditti reminded plan-

hing board members the
IForce Electric land is
part of o larger proposed
scheme for o plaza. That

. idea would incorporale

the A-B Foodland Store
and Canadlon Tire,

I (hat proposed
package fails to
malerialize, Venditti in-
formed the board the
Force Electric site could

shot down on crest

The Hallon Regional
Puolice Revoelver Club wili
be denied the use of the
Halton Regionst Coat of
Arms.

The club, which is come
prised of police oflicers
who want to meet {or lar-
get practice, had pro-

posed a "“crest” showing.

the official coal of arms
adorned with 1wo pistols.

Regional Chilef Ad-
ministrative Officer Er-
nie Reld told the Admin-
istration and Finanee
Commlttee  he wis
against the use of the

coat of arms by the club
as [ would be a *'dis
tortion of the reglstration
and detrocts from the
impartance and dignily
of the crest ilsell.™
There are stringent
limitations to the use of
the coat of orms.

be built up. It could have
one large store or (wo or
three storey, he soid,

The Force Eleciric
bullding, which was buill
by the old town of Acton
to attract indusiry, has
recently been levelled

Councitlor Ed Wood
declared a conflict of
inlerest on the Force
Electric queslion, be-
cause he is a downtown
merchant.

Planning Board en-
ferisined yuestions from
the publie including the
concerns of Harvey Dow-
hurst, Church St. E.

Mr. Dewhurst was
concerned about, among
uther things, the effect of
ithe  rezoning upon
property value,

Planner Vendiiti said
that the effect of a com-
mercial designation op o
nearby residential pro-

perly would be to in-

erease its value. How-
ever, be later pointed oul
that most of the nearhy

land, along Church St
bos been zoned com-
mercial for ahout 22
Years,

From the audience Don
Gordoen told the board he
believed Mr. Dewhurst
confused the Force
Electric plant property
with the old Force home
on Church St,

The application Lo
change the zoning to

commereial from indus-
irial came lo the town
about a year ago. Mr.
Vendetti said the fown
staffl recommended pro-
Cﬂct;ling with the re-
roning.

Geergetown Counclllor
John MeDenald inguired
aboul the slatus of the
Jerry Sprockman  pro-
posal on Acton’s east
side. He also wanted lo

Council next for Force rezoning

know if there would be
any ¢ffect on it by what
plonning board was con-
sidering Tuesday.

The plarner indleatled
he thought there would be
ne effect on the Sprack-
man prupesal by the
Force Eleclric change.
He also suid no dale has
been sel fur the Ontario
Municipal Board
hearing.

Hydro rates frozen,
until spring

at least

Aclon  residents can
heave a sigh of relicel
knowinpg  hydro  rates
won't rise, al least until
April.

The Acton Hydro Com-
mission voled un-

“animously in favor of a

molion to frecze rates at
the January 1, 1980 level
until the new Hallon Hills

commission is born April
1.

lHate increases will
then be decided by the
new  commission, A
combination of George
town oand Acton mem-
bers. Until then Aclon
hydro will abserh rate in-
ereases handed down by

{Intorio Hydro.

The town of Hallon
Mills asked both the Act-
on and Georgetown com-
missions (o pass the mol-
ton. Commission mem-
bers say Lhe delay in
raising the rates will give
Acton residents a re-
pricve through the worst
part of winter,
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Vacform to close

by Gord Murray .

Vacform Plastics will be closing its doors and muvmg to
Brampton soon. The {irm expects most of its employees will move

with the company.

In an interview this week Vacform general manager, Roy Top-
elko, said the firm is not going out of business but is instead under-
going an expansion and relocation.

Topelko revealed the firm’s Acton operation will be closing af-
ter three years here. Vacform is on Commerce Crescent in the in-

dustrial park.

The general manager said he isn't sure when the closing and
move to Peel will take place, but the firm is atming for sometime

in Apnl or May

The E:ghl year old com-
pany, which also has a
tooling branch in Hex-

dale, employs about 14

people in Acton and Top-
elko expects moslt of those
people will accept work at
the new Brampton foc-
ility. Most of the firm’s
employees atl the Com-
merce Crescent plant are
local resideats he noted.
“We hope the bulk of our
staff will come with us.
The employees were i
great concern to us. We

have some really good
people.” Topelko noted
the news. ol the move,
which was decided upon
in mid-December, was
kept from the workers un-
til this month so il
wouldn't upset them over
Chrisimas.

The local plant, which
Vacform owns, is up for
sale or lease. Talks and
negotiations with possible
new  occupants of the
13,000 sqguare foot build-
ing have begun, but no-

thing is positive yet.
Toptlko observed with
most of Vacform's em-
ployees will likely be ac-
cepting jobs at the new
Brampton plant and “‘ab-
solutely™ the new oc-
cupant al the Commerce
Croscent factory will be

hiring workers so there.

should be no.  *“‘ap-
preciable adverse effect
on jobs."

Vacforms merged fast
Seplember with a com-
pany called English Plas-

tics, which is in Bramp:
ton, and the merged firm,
which js keeping both
company names [or mar-
lu.!mg putposes, will be
moving infto & new 35,000
square fool building,

Taopelko said his Vac-
forms company needed Lo
expand, even if there
hitdn’t been a merger, but
had no intention of grow-
ing in Acton,

A major factor in thal
decislon is that industriai
taxes here are much high-

er than those in Bramp-

ton. “We would never
have expanded here be-
cause of the taxes,” he
declared.

“Il Acton wanis more
industry then the tonwn
has to make il more at-
tractive to locate here.
You have to take a long,
hard look before coming
here. There must be some
incentives,”” Topelko sug-
gested,

He noted he brought
Vaclorm to Acton (rom
Mississauga and found
taxes in Hualton Hills 30

per cent higher than in
the large soulh Peel city.

Vaclform came to Acton
because there wits econ-
omical industrial land
available.

There were olher draw-
backs to expansion here,
besides the high asses-
smenl. Transportalion,
the distance from sup-
pliers and markels, and
the lack of skilled labor
prevented an Acton ox-
pansion.

The move le Bramplon
will not be held up il a (en-

ant or purchaser hasn'l
been secured for the Act-
an facidity.

The move o Brampton
will be the last phase of
the merger, the physical
joining of Vacform and
English Plastics.

Vacform  man-
ufacturers point of pur-
chase plastic displays
and trays as well as in-
dustrial compgnents like
guards, housing, cabincels
and cases. English Plast-
ics makes aircraft
components.

Region plans promotion
to bring industry here

A major thrust will be
made this year lo attract
new industry and
business to Acton, Halton
Business Development

officer Willlam Marshall
roevealed in an interview
this week,

“(hir sucecess  with
Actaon has heen Ii_miied in

the two years this office
has been in operation,”
Marshall conceded.

art of the Halton
Economic Strategy

Hﬂln Fntr ﬂﬂj"“ﬂ he Iy Iﬂ-ultlng lnrwnrd lo Hlmling we!l In his first sentor
national champlonship this weekend in Kitchener, He placed second In the
central divislon chomptonship io Sudbury logt inonth, See sporis for slory.

paper  his  department
will release in February
will siress the need to
promote  Aclon  and
improve  the lown's
business park.

One slep he said will be
the development of a
promiion brechure
aboul Aeton.

His department will
also  encourage land
owners in the industrial
park to lake beller care
of their land.

Marshall explained it is
hard to show off a picce
of land in the industrial
area o ils best ad-
vantage when it and the

ditchies are overrun with
weeds,

Another preblem Imq
been findlng out from
land owners what price
they will take. Industries
which approach Mar-
shell's department want
1o know cosls, bul he is
unable to  tell  them
hecause he can’'t  pet
answers. The firms then
look to other parls of
Halton whichh he hay
moce information about.

Just aboul any industry
that isnt oo waler
gensitive’” can seltle in
Acton. Marshall cited
plaslics manufacturers,
industrial chemical
firms. printing
sperations and aulo paris
manufacturers as the
types of firms most likely
lo want to come here. He
noled there are water
and sewer limitations In
Acton  which  would
prevenl some cdmpanies
from coming here.

Marshall said he has

Cand

studied indusiry which
has scitled in  south
Hallon over the pasl
lecade and found that
anst didn’t need large
amounis of waler so they
could just as easily hiwve
come to Acton, Milton or
Georgelown.

Labour supply is goed
in Acton, despite the fact
there is low unemploy-
ment throughoul Hallon.
Marshall explaincd
maony people work out-
side of town and would
possibly work in Acton if
there was more indusiry
business. e
cautioned though, thal
Acton can'l aliract huge
labor employing firms
since the poputation base
is so small.

Acton has lels of ine
dustrinl land and prices
lower than the metro
area.
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Hnltuu Frngrﬁsiw Conservative candidate Otio Jelinek welcames Prime Minister Joe Clark to the riding Monday in Oakville. Clark

iberal teader Plerre Trudeau for refusing to participate ina nationally televlsed debate, More on page 2,
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Landowners doing own promotion

About the only in
dustrinl promotion done
in the last couple of years
in Acton has been carried
out by the landowners
themselves, according to
Paul Nielsen.

Mr. Nielsen is a [ugicf;l
spokesman  when
comes (o indusirtal de-
velopment here. He owns
property in the industrial
park, has brought seme
firms here in the past and
a palr of companics
which will set up shop in
Acton this year and waos
also on the now defuncl
Halton Hills Industrial

Advisory Board, which
was quite aclive back n
1977.

Commenting this week
on clajims by both Halton
Business DPevelopmeni
Officer William Marshall
and on the closing of Vac-
form, Nielsen said “the
landowners have been
doing their own pro-
motion."”’

te said he and others
will welcome promolion
of Acton and the de-
velopment of an  in
dustriat strategy this
year by the reglon, olb»
serving the community
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Unkept pmpnrllea like this one In the Induﬁtrlnl aren maoke 11 hard to aell Aclon
Industry according to Haolton Reglon's Business Development Officer Bill far-

shall,

hasn't  received much
help from that source in
the past.

Marshall says it is hard
to sell Acton 1o pro
spective buyers because
he can't obtaln definile
landl prices and because
land isn’t properly main-
tained, i's overrun with
weeds.,

To these suggestions
Nielsen replies “*asbalute
ponsense.’’

Price s obviously
known {0 the posted real
egtole agents for the vac-
ant properly in the in-
dustrinl park Nielsen
says and ajl Marshall

Wood faces

theft charge

Ex-policeman Roy
Wood returned te Canada
from England January 9
te face chorges of theft
incurred while he was a
delective with the Peel
Regional Police Force.

Mr. Weod, who was
stationed in Acton when

“he was an OPP officer, is

charged wilth theftl over
$200 and possession of
stolen goods over $200.
A (rinl date has not
been set and Mr. Wood
has been remanded out of
custody. - He resigned
from the Peel Force.

needed 1o do is "bring me
a serious offer. We can
make a deal in an hour:™
He went on to say his
firm is selling fully ser-
viced tndustrial property
al 330,000 an acre.

As for weeds in the dit-
ches and on the properly,
well  Nielsen  frankly
can't understand why
anyone pulling up a fact-
ory would care.

The owner of Vaclorm
wliich is closing its doors
here soon, says there
must be incentives if Acl-
onwants lo bring in more
industry. Roy Topelko
elaims he hoas  {ound
assessment here Is 10 per
cenl higher than it was in
Mississauga, where his
firm was located before
coming to Acton.

Nielsen rejects this
supgesiion. He poinls oul

Hallon Cable snys
don’t worry, subscrib-
ers won't likely have lo
pay extra to walch
American  slations,
Turn to page 3.

Are people reading
less? Library book elrcu-
lation certoinly Indi-
cates Lthat's the casc.

See story on pade .

assessment is set by the
province on an Ontario
wide basis. Nielsen says
it is nearly impossible to
make a comparisen be-
tween Aclon ond Miss-
lssauga unless you can
lind an identical picce of
properly, identical ser-
vices and an identical
building in bolh mun-
icipalities. *'I don't be-
lieve there is any real
differcnce. Assessment
isn't more here than in
Mississauga,™

Nielsen said he is glad
lo see there will be o new
indusirial commission
launched in Halton Hills,
pdding he knows Mayor
Pete Pomeroy is '‘con-
cerned aboul industrial
devetopment in all of
tlallon Hillsy He'll do
anyihing lo promote in-
dustry in both towns."

-instde

There's supposed {o
be 8,250 people here by
1984. More on page 2.
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